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Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  laid  before 
His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  my  Report^  as  required  by  Law, 
on  the  Provincial  Schools  subject  to  my  supervision.  Part  II  includes 
detailed  statistics  of  the  other  Institutions  receiving  Provincial  aid« 

I  am,  with  respect, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DAVID  ALLISON, 
Superintendent  of  Education^ 

To  the  HoiJ.  S.  H.  Holmes,  M.P.P.,  M.E.C., 
Provin^^ial  Secretary, 
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GENERAL  REPORT,  1878. 


ANNUAL   REPORT 


ON   THE 


COMMON,  ACADEMIC, 


AND 


NORMAL  AND  MODEL  SCHOOLS  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA, 


1878. 


To  His  Honor  the  Honorable  Adams  George  Archibald, 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia: 

May  it  please  Your  Honor, — In  presenting  my  second  Annual 
Report,  I  would  direct  attention  to  the  Ratifying  evidence  furnished 
by  its  various  tables,  summaries,  comparisons,  and  supplementary 
reports,  of  the  intelligent  and  vigorous  support  given  by  the  people, 
as  a  whole,  to  the  cause  of  popular  education.  The  time  required  in 
obtaining  a  mastery  of  the  routine  of  my  official  duties,  and  in  the 
,  discharge  of  imperative  engagements,  has  not  left  me  free  to  visit,  to 
the  extent  of  my  wishes,  the  more  important  educational  points  in  the 
various  counties.  I  have  sought,  however,  by  all  available  means,  to 
obtain  such  a  knowledge  of  the  practical  working  of  our  system,  as 
would  give  to  any  suggestions  made  for  its  modification,  some  reason- 
able claim  on  public  attention.  The  Statistical  Abstract,  presenting  a 
.summary  view  of  the  state  of  education  in  the  Province,  will  be 
followed  by  brief  observations  on  matters  deemed  of  importance.  1 
nhall  not  consider  it  necessary  to  re-state,  in  the  text  of  my  remarks, 
facts  sufficiently  obvious  from  the  Abstract  or  Tables,  unless  they  are 
to  be  used  as  the  basis  of  special  suggestion  or  recommendation. 
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STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT. 

1.    School  Sections. 

Total  No.  of  school  sections,  1878 1797 

1877 c 1770 

*■ 

Increase 27 

No.  of  school  sections  having  no  school  during  anv  portion  of 

the  year  1878 " 125 

No.  of  school  sections  having  no  school  during  anv  portion  of 

the  year  1877 T 143 

Decrease • 18 


2.    Schools  and  Pupils. 

No.  of  Pvhlic  Schools  in  operation, — 

Winter  Term,  1878 1812 

1877 1731 

Increase 81 

Summer  Term,  1878 1915 

1877 1871 


M 


Increase 44 

Pupils  Regist&i^ed, — 

Winter  Term,  1878 81523 

1877 80788 

Increase 735 

Summer  Term,  1878 84169 

1877 83941 

Increase 228 

The  Year:— Boys 54668 

Girls 46870 

Total,  1878 101538 

"   1877 100710 


Increase 828 
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jProporfion  of  Popvl^ixm  at  Public  Schoolsy — 

Winter  Term,  1878 1  in  4.7 

1877 1  in  4.8 

Summer  Term,  1878 1  in  4.6 

1 877 1  in  4.6 

The  Year. 1  in  3.8 

1  in  3.9 


JTa,  of  Pupils  daily  preaent  cut  PvMic  Schools  on  an  average  for  tlie 
time  in  iSmum, — 

Winter  Term,  lf!78 49656 

1867 46380 


M 


Increase 3276 


Sammer  Term,  1878 48247 

*'  1877 47000 

Increase 1247 

FfM  Term  Acerage^ — 

Winter  Term,  1878 46.561 

1877 43379 


«i 


Increase 3182 


Summer  Term,  1878 45834 

1877 43335 

Increase 2499 


2fo.  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an  average  for  time  in  Session^  per 
WO  Registered^ — 

Winter  Term,  1878 60.9 

1877 57.6 

Increase 3.3 


Summer  Term,  1878 57.2 

1877 56.06 


<i 


Increase 1.14 


IV 
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3.    Teachers  Employed. 


Academic  Grade, — 


Ifote. 


Winter  Term,  1878 28 

1877 27 


Increase 


Summer  Term,  1878 21) 

1877 2i 


Increase 


6 


Class  First, — 

Winter  Term,  1878 . , 258 

1877 270 


Decrease 12 


Summer  Term,  1878 237 

1877 244 


Decrease 


Class  Second, — 

Winter  Term,  1 878 . .' 291 


(( 


1877 


259 


Increase 32 


Summer  Term,  1878 _   227 

1877 200 


Increase 27 


Ckiss  Third, — 

Winter  Term,  1878 205 


« 


1877 


212 


Female. 


548 
495 


Increase o3 


602 
566 


Increase 36 


333 
311 


Increase 22 


393 

359 


Increase 34^ 


177 
194 


Decrea.se 


Summer  Term,  187« 17-5 

1877 177 


Decrease 


17 

284 
331 


Decrease 


2 


Decrease 47 
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Total  No.  of  TecLchers  employed, — 

Winter  Term,  1878 782 1 058 

1877 768    1000 


Increase 14  Increase 58 


Summer  Term,  1878 668    1279 

1877 645    1250 


Increase 23  Increase 23 


Total  No.  Licensed  Teachers  and  Assistants  employed, — 

Winter  Term,  1878 1906 

1877 1829 


Increase :  • 77 


Summer  Term,  1^78 2003 

1877 •. 1947 


Increase 56 


4.    Salaries  of  TEACHERa* 


Received  direct  from  Government, — 


Teachers  of  Public  Schools,  by  law,  1878 SI  50455  97 

1877 147574  14 


Increase $2881  83 


Received  from  Trustees  of  vainous  Sections, — * 

Paid  to  Teachera  by  Trustees,  per  agreement,  1878 $302150  93 

"  **  1877 288601  17 


Increase $13549  76 


*  TlM  aoureM  from  which  Trustees  derive  funds  for  the  payment  of  TeacheraT  Salaries  and  the  relative 
anunmi  from  each  for  1878,  will  be  seen  from  the  followinjf  statement: — 

Paid  to  Trustees  of  County  Academies  by  Government 9   6525  00 

Received  by  the  Trustees  from  the  County  Assessment  Fund 106920  41 

T»*»»n^  sWMwd  within  the  several  Sections  by  vote  of  rate-payers 1S8705  62 

9302150  03 
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Total  :  Direct  from  Government $150455  97 

From  Trustees 302150  93 

Total,  1878 $452606  90 

"      1877 434175  31 

Increase ^ $16431  59 


6.    School  Houses. 

No.  of  School-houses  built  during  1878 64 

No.  in  course  of  erection,  Oct.  31st,  1878 47 

Amount  voted  for  building  purposes  at  meeting,  Sept.,  1878,  $24463  00 


6.    Summary  of  Government  ExPENDrruRE  in  Public  Schools,^ 

Common  Schools,  1878 $150455  97 

1877 147574  14 


(C 


Increase $2881  83 


County  Academies,  1878 $    6525  00 

1877 6600  00 


u 


Decrease .$        75  00 


Inspection  of  Schools,  1878 $  14222  65 

1877 14061  59 


(C 


Increase $      161  06 


Oovemment  Expenditure  assxgnaUe  to  Counties^  1878..  ..$171203  62 

1877....  171016  08 


u  u 


Increase $      187  54 


Exammation  of  Teachers,  1878 $    2988  74 

1877 3070  54 

Decrease $        81  80 


Miscellaneous,  1878 $    8022  55 

1877 4688  76 


(( 


Increase $    3333  79 
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Government  Expenditure  not  dsaignahle  to  Counties,  1878  $11011  29 

1877      7759  30 

Increase $    3251  99 


Total  Govt.  Expenditure  i/a  aid  of  Public  Schools,  1878.  .$182214  91 

1877..   178775  38 

Increase $     3439  53 


7.    Summary  of  Local  Expenditure  in  aid  of  Public.  Schools. 

Debts  of  previous  years  paid  off,  1878 $  20118  39 

"       1877 .• .     18538  48 

Increase $    1579  91 


leachers  and  Assistants,  ]  878 $302150  93 

1877 288601  17 

Increase $  13549  76 


Interest  on  borrowed  money,  1878 « <  •    . . .  .$  13166  18 

1877 12785  41 


u  a 


Increase (..••• •  •  •$   380  77 

*  === 

Purchxise  and  Improvement  of  Grounds,  1878 $  11870  90 

1877 10243  51 

Increase $    1627  39 


• 


Repairs  on  School-houses  and  Out-houses,  1878 $  16453  66 

1877 17923  82 


i(  tt 


Decrease ...••• $    1470  16 


ITew  School-houses  and  Out-houses,  1 878 $  48115  57 

1877 T.     26866  51 


Increase $  21249  06 


•  ■  • 
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School  Desks  and  Seats,  1878 $  15581  92 

"      1877 5004  36 

Increase $  10577  56 


School-books  and  Apparatvs,  1 878 $    8075  29 

1877 6794  10 

Increase $     1281  19 


Fuel,   1878 $  18609  53 

"   1877 20311  10 

Decrease $     1701  57 


Inmrance  on  Schools^  1878 $    2009  73 

1877 1638  32 

Increase 8      371  41 


Commissions  to  Secretaries  of  Inistees,  1878 $  12677  88 

1877 12038  78 


tt  ((  (( 


Increase 8      639  10 


Miscellaneous,  1878^ S    6372  70 

1867 *  10637  42 

Decrease 8    4264  72 


lotal  Expenditure  on  Public  Schools,  1878 8475202  68 

1877 431382  98 

Increase 8  43819  70 


Total  indebtedness  of  Sections  at  close  of  year,  1878 8194189  38 

1877 8181338  82 

Increase 8  12850  56 
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8.    Total  Expenditure  for  Public  Schools. 

Government $182214  91 

Local 475202  68 


Total,  1878 $657417  59 

"      1877 610158  36 

Increase $  47259  23 


Sources  of  funds  to  meet  this  expenditure : — 

Legislative  Grants $182214  91 

Assessed  on  Counties  by  law 106920  41 

Raised,  or  to  be  raised,  within  the  Sections  by  vote  of 

rate-payers 368282  27 

$657417  59 


9.    Educational  Expenditure  of  Nova  Scotia. 

•  Portion  paid  by 
Govt  of  N.  S. 

Public  Schools $657417  59  $182214  91 

Normal  and  Model  School 9776  00*  5300  00* 

Special  Academies 12416  06  5400  00 

Colleges 42289  08  15200  00 

Total,  1878 $721898  73        $208114  91 

"       1877 717374  58  204266  38 

Increase $    4524  15        $    3848  53 


SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

The  most  important  statistics  respecting  the  Public  Schools,  as 
condensed  in  the  foregoing  Abstract,  and  compared  therein  with  the 
results  of  the  previous  year,  are  found  in  Tables  I.-V.,  and  X.-XIV. 

Sections,— -^heve  has  been,  as  compared  with  1877,  an  increase  of 
27  in  the  number  of  School  Sections.  In  seven  of  the  Counties  no  new 
sections  were  set  off.  The  chief  increases  were  in  Hants  (5),  Inverness 
(5),  Guysborough  (4),  and  Antigonish  and  Lunenburg  (each  3).  This 
multiplication  of  Sections  is  not  a  certain  indication  of  educational 


^  This  amount  includes  #200  belonjfinjf  to  school  year  of  187S-9. 
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progress.  Resulting  chiefly  from  the  sub-division  of  existing  Sections, 
it  tends  to  produce  feeble  Schools,  and  to  augment  Provincial  expendi- 
ture without  a  corresponding  effect  on  the  general  attendance  of  pupils. 

Sdioola. — There  has  been  in  the  number  of  Schools  in  operation 
the  comparatively  large  increase,  for  the  Winter  Term,  of  81,  and  for 
the  Summer  Term,  of  44.  These  increases  do  not  seem  to  have  told 
on  the  relative  number  of  pupils  registered. 

Pupils, — Of  registered  pupils  there  has  been  an  increase  of  735 
for  the  Summer  Term,  of  228  for  the  Winter  Term ;  and  of  the  whole 
number  of  different  pupils  during  the  year,  of  828.  These  figures  are 
not  in  normal  correspondence  with  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
Schools  referred  to  in  the  last  pai*agraph,  nor  with  the  resultant 
increase  in  the  number  of  Teachers  employed,  and  in  the  drafts  on  the 
Provincial  treasury.  Though  during  the  Winter  Term  of  1878,  eighty- 
one  more  Schools  were  in  operation  than  during  the  Winter  Term  of 
1877,  the  returns  show  the  corresponding  increase  of  pupils  of  only 
735.  Forty-four  additional  Schools  in  the  Summer  Term  give  but  the 
small  increase  of  228.  There  are  no  facts  within  my  knowledge  satis- 
factorily explaining  these  apparent  results.  They  are  partially 
accounted  for  by  the  sub-division  of  Sections,  but  sufficient  is  left 
unexplained  to  cast  a  shadow  of  suspicion  on  the  accuracy  of  the 
Returns  in  some  particulars.  The  increase  in  the  whole  nnmber  of 
pupils  registered  during  the  School  year. is  828,  as  compared  with  a 
corresponding  increase,  reported  last  year,  of  6548.  I  subjoin  a  state- 
ment of  the  attendance  of  pupils  from  1866  to  1878 : 

No.  of  Pupils  No.  of  Pupils  No.  difTerent 

Ybarb.  reeiaterad  in  reTictered  in'  Pupils  reffiatered 

winter.  bummer.  during  the  year. 

1866 45131  56017  71059 

1867 61818  70075  83048 

1868 65083  72141  88707 

1869 72756  75523  93732 

1870 74321  76237  94496 

1871 74759  77235  92858 

1872 70780  76496  91637 

1873 70329  78266  93759 

1874 72645  7J>910  93510 

1875 76349  81878  94029 

1876 77593  82034  94162 

1877  80788  83941  100710 

1878  81523  84169  101538 

The  figures  in  the  column  headed  "  No.  different  Pupils,"  cannot  be 
taken  as  absolutely  reliable.  The  methods  heretofore  in  use  for 
obtaining  thLs  important  record  are  susceptible  of  improvement.  The 
proportion  of  the  population  at  school  during  some  portion  of  the 
year  was  1  in  3.8,  an  increase  of  1  in  468  of  the  entire  population. 

RegvlaHty  of  attendance, — While  there  is  reported  but  a  small 
increase  in  the  whole  number  of  pupils  registered  m  the  Schools,  there 
has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  respecf  to  the  regularity  of  atten- 
dance, the  Winter  Term  showing  an  increase  in  the  average  attendance 
for  the  time  the  several  Schools  were  in  session  of  3276,  and  of  the 
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full-term  average  of  3182;  the  Summer  Term  of  1247  and  249& 
respectively.  The  percentage  of  pupils  daily  present  on  an  average 
for  time  the  Schools  were  in  session  was,  for  the  Province,  60.9  for  the 
Winter,  and  67.2  for  the  Summer  Term.  The  respective  increases,  as 
compared  with  the  corresponding  Terms  of  1877,  are  3.3  and  1.14. 

Teachers  Employed. — The  increase  in  thenumber  of  Teachers  bears 
a  natural  correspondence  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  Schools. 
The  decrease  in  the  number  of  Male  Teachers  of  the  First  Class  (Grade 
B)  employed  for  both  Terms  is  worthy  of  being  noted. 


THE  SEMI-ANNUAL  AND  ANNUAL  SCHOOL  RETURNS. 

I  have  received  numerous  representations  from  Inspectors,  Trustees 
and  Teachers,  regarding  the  desirability  of  a  re-cast  and  simplificatioD 
of  the  above  Forms.  The  matter  has  received  my  careful  consideration, 
and  while  I  have  not  been  impressed  with  the  force  of  some  of  the 
reasons  adduced,  I  am  convinced  that  certain  changes  are  desirable  in 
the  interest  both  of  simplicity  and  reliability.  The  Trustees*  Return 
A  (with  Return  C  for  Border  Sections)  is  the  primary  source  of  the 
information  contained  in  Tables  I- VIII.  It  is  clear  that  this  informa- 
tion^if  carefully  and  conscientiously  compiled,  is  of  a  most  valuable 
character.  In  matters  of  detail,  re-arrangement  and  condensation 
woidd  no  doubt  conduce  to  advantage,  but  essentially  this  is  a  tabula- 
tion of  educational  facts  and  results  without  a  knowledge  of  which  an 
intelligent  oversight  and  direction  of  the  cause  of  education  is  impos- 
sible. Indeed,  an  investigation  of  the  subject  has  satisfied  me  that  in 
several  important  points  a  fuller  analysis  of  school  operations  is 
required.  In  the  new  A  (and  C)  Returns  which  the  Department 
proposes  to  issue,  the  ends  aimed  at  will  be  the  greatest  simplicity 
compatible  with  their  main  purpose,  and  the  fullest  possible  exposition 
of  really  important  facts  bearing  on  the  vitality  and  efficiency  of  the 
Schools. 

Tables  IX,  X,  XIII  and  XIV,  are  furnished  from  the  Annual  B 
Returns  of  the  Trustees.  Even  ii  the  facts  sought  to  be  elicited  by 
the  B  Returns  were  within  the  reach  of  reasonable  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  Trustees,  I  fail  to  see  that  many  of  them  are  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  justify  the  time  and  labor  involved  in  their  annual 
publication.  By  transferring  to  their  natural  place  in  the  A  Returns 
two  or  three  inquiries  respecting  School  statistics,  and  enlarging  the 
same  Returns  to  cover  a  few  important  items  of  annual  expenditure, 
the  B  Returns  may,  in  my  opinion,  be  advantageously  dispensed  with. 
The  Inspectors  and  Trustees  can  be  furnished  with  instructions  for 
preserving  such  simple  data  as  may  be  required  for  comparative 
statements  of  material  progress  at  intervals  of  four  or  five  years. 


EDUCATION — superintendent's  REPORT. 


EXPENDITURE. 

The  total  Government  Expenditure  for  the  year  1878  was 
5208,114.91,  being  83,848.53  in  excess  of  the  expenditure  of  1877. 
The  charges  for  Common  Schools  were  3150,455.97;  if  we  add  to 
which  the  expenses  of  inspection,  $I4,222.C.5,  and  the  grants  to 
County  Academies,  $6,525,  we  have  as  the  total  expenditure  divisible 
among  the  counties  8171,203.02.  This  total  exceeds  that  of  1877  by 
only  $187.54,  but  the  latter  included  a  half  yearly  bonus  to  teachers 
of  $2,7S0.25,  and  a  special  loan  to  Halifax  County" Treasury  of  $4,107, 
showing  that  there  has  been  in  reality  a  very  considerable  increase  in 
the  expenditure  on  Common  Schools.  This  increase  in  exact  figures 
auouuted  to  87,074,70,  and  is  in  accordance  with  the  numerical  in- 
crease in  schools  and  teachers  previously  noted.  Tlie  net  increase  of 
expenditure  for  the  year  is  chiefly  accounted  for  by  the  interest  paid 
on  the  loan  advanced  to  County  Treasurers  in  May — an  item  not 
charged  to  the  Educational  Department  in  last  year's  accounts.  For  • 
details  I  refer  to  Table  XI,  and  for  local  receipts  and  expenditures  to 
Tables  XIII  and  XIV,  The  subjoined  comparative  statement  of  the 
relations  of  population,  school  attendance,  and  Provincial  Expenditure 
on  the  common  schools,  in  the  various  counties,  will  be  found  worthy 
of  examination. 
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SPECIAL  GOVERNMENT  AID  TO  POOR  SECTIONS. 

By  reference  to  Table  XVI.,  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  year 
whose  operations  are  under  review,  the  sum  of  $5381.63  was  distri- 
buted among  the  Counties  as  special  Provincial  aid  to  Poor  Sections^ 
being  a  decrease  from  the  sum  so  distributed  in  1877  of  $1100.09* 
The  real  decrease,  however,  is  only  $500.09,  as  for  the  year  1877 
Inverness  was  allowed  to  use  the  County  Academy  grant  of  $600  a& 
supplementary  to  other  grants  for  Poor  Sections. 

The  original  enactment  regulating  the  distribution  is  as  follows : — ' 

"  Each  Boftrd  of  Commissioners  shall,  in  May  of  each  jdar,  detennine  what  sectioti^ 
under  its  supervision  are  entitled  to  special  aid  as  poor  sections  daring  the  following  school^ 
y^ar,  and  the  Commissioners  shall  allow  to  the  Trustees  of  Schools  kept  in  any  such  section 
one-third  more  from  the  county  fond  than  the  allowance  to  other  sections,  and  teachers 
employed  in  such  poor  sections  shall  also  receive  one-third  more  from  the  Provincial  grant." 

The  following  limitations  of  the  powers  above  given  were  made  by 
Act  passed  April  I8th,  1872 : 

"  No  county  in  this  Province  shall  bo  permitted  to  draw  more  than  six  hundred  dollars 
in  any  one  year  for  assistance  to  poor  sections,  except  in  cases  where  the  Academy  grant 
is  not  drawn,  in  which  case  the  counties  shall  be  permitted  to  draw  the  amount  of  the 
Academy  grant  in  addition  to  such  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars,  but  no  more.  No  section 
employing,  a  teacher  holding  a  first-class  license  shall  receive  any  assistance  as  a  poor 
section." 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  XVI.  that  no  County  has  drawn  the 
permitted  maximum  of  $600  except  Inverness,  whose  drafts  slightly 
exceeded  that  sum,  but  were  of  course  reduced  to  the  limit  allowed  by 
law.  The  average  sum  drawn  by  the  18  Counties  was  $299.  At  the 
head  of  the  list  is  Inverness,  drawing  8600,  followed  by  Cape  Breton 
with  8554.20,  and  Annapolis  with  S523.47 ;  Shelbume  drew  only 
883.27;  next  lowest  are  Antigonish  with  8156.31,  and  Queens  with 
8159.41. 

I  call  attention  to  the  fact,  patent  from  an  inspection  of  Table 
XVI,  that  conditions  which  secure  for  a  section  the  privileges  of  a 
"  Poor  Section  *'  in  some  Counties,  do  not  work  the  same  result  for 
similarly  situated  sections  in  others.  That  is  to  say,  each  Board  of 
Commissioners,  while  no  doubt  holding  even  the  scales  of  Justice  as 
between  between  different  Sections  within  its  District,  is  at  liberty  to 
establish  its  own  special  standards  of  recognition.  I  need  scarcely 
observe  that  this  seems  out  of  harmony  with  the  impartial  spirit  of 
our  system.  Why  should  a  given  set  of  conditions  confer  privileges 
in  one  District,  which  it  is  unable  to  confer  in  another  ?  It  cannot  be 
claimed  that  the  relative  payments  to  the  various  Counties  in  this 
interest  correspond  to  their  relative  necessities.  There  is  obviously  no 
such  coiTespondence.  Whether  a  section  shall  be  ranked  as  entitled 
to  this  privilege  depends  very  much  on  the  Board  by  whose  standards 
its  claims  are  judged.  The  question  is  not  which  is  the  wiser  policy, 
that  of  rigid  limitation  of  this  privilege,  as  practised  by  a  number  of 
counties,  or  that  of  greater  liberality  of  judgment  and  treatment,  as  prac- 
tised by  others.  It  is  rather  whether  a  uniform  principle  of  distribution 
shall  or  shall  not  prevail.  Section  1  in  county  A  is  entitled  to  special  aid 
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as  a  Poor  Section*  Let  us  suppose  that  its  assessable  property  is  only 
&  dollars,  and  that  it  has  C  children  of  school-going  age  within  its 
limits,  to  give  it  ajpossible  or  maximum  claim  on  the  County  Fund 
Apportionment  Tiien  it  is  clear  that  as  a  matter  of  equity  every 
Section  in  the  Province,  whose  resources  and  necessities  are  on  a  par 
with  those  of  the  one  in  question,  should  receive  the  same  amount  of 
«xtra  Provincial  aid.  If,  for  illustration,  three  hundred  Sections  in  the 
whole  Province  are  in  receipt  of  this  aid,  they  should  be  the  three 
hundred  standirhg  most  in  need  of  it,  and  their  claim  to  it  should  be 
established  on  some  general  principles.  The  ability  of  a  Section  to 
sustain  the  cause  of  education  is  determined  by  its  rateable  property 
and  its  claim  on  the  County  fund,  and  these,  being  easily  ascertainable, 
should  be  applied  as  determining  principles,  to  the  whole  Province. 
I  propose  the  following  as  the  outline  of  an  uniform  and  equitable 
Bcneme  of  distribution  of  the  Provincial  funds  devoted  to  the  special 
aid  of  Poor  Sections.  Let  a  fixed  sum  be  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 
At  the  November  meeting  of  the  Boards  of  Cfommissioners,  let  each 
Board,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Inspector,  prepare  a  list  of  Sections 
within  its  District  in  its  opinion  fairly  needing  special  assistance,  and 
transmit  this  list,  with  a  carefully  prepared  schedule  of  the  amount  of 
assessable  property  and  number  of  children  of  school-croing  age  in, 
«ach  section,  to  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  who  shall  prepare 
and  forward  to  the  Boards,  prior  to  the  May  meeting,  a  list  of  such  of 
these  Sections  as  are  entitled  to  special  aid  from  the  application  of  the 
above-mentioned  principles  to  the  whole  Province.  It  will  be  seen 
that  one  of  these  proposed  determinative  principles  is  the  nurnber  of 
children  of  echool-going  age  in  the  Section.  The  grand  total  days' 
attendance  actually  made  properly  remilates  the  payment  of  the 
County  fund  apportionment  to  each  Section ;  but  in  estimating  before- 
hand the  ability  of  a  Section  to  support  a  School,  it  is  but  just  to 
consider  what  are  its  poseihilitiea  of  self-support.  The  principles  I 
have  indicated  furnish  a  t^ady  basis  for  an  uniform  Provincial  distri' 
bution.  As  there  would  necessarily  be  a  number  of  Sections  in  the 
Province  falling  but  little  below  the  standards  of  participation,  I 
would  recommend  that  provision  be  made  whereby  the  most  needy  of 
such  Sections  shall  receive  special  aid,  so  far  as  the  County  Fund 
Apmrtionment  is  concerned. 

For  the  year  which  must  elapse  before  the  above  scheme  of  distri" 
bution  can  be  carried  into  effect;  I  would  recommend  that  no  Section 
employing  a  Teacher  holding  a  license  higher  than  that  of  Grade  D 
shall  receive  special  aid,  either  in  respect  to  Provincial  grant  to 
Teacher,  or  County  Fund  Apportionment  to  Section. 


SPECIAL  ACADEMIES.    COUNTY  ACADEMIES. 
INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION. 

It  is  a  well  ascertained  fact,  that  the  vigorous  maintenance  of 
Elementary  Education  in  tiie  Common  Schools  of  a  coujatry,  largely 
depends  on  the  provision  which  is  made  for  higher  forms  of  instruction. 
I  do  not  mean  oy  this  that  the  principles  of  progress  and  elevation 
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are  to  be  excluded  from  the  Common  Schools  themselves.  There  are 
Schools  in  Nova  Scotia  at  thepresent  time,  which,  without  a,ny  speciat 
reccwnition  and  aid  from  the  Province,  and  without  anything  in  name 
to  distinguish  them  from  the  ordinary  masft  of  Schools,  offer  to  the 
Sections  in  which  they  are  situated,  Educational  advantages  of  a 
comparatively  high  order.  A  somewhat  dense  population,  a  consider- 
aUe  aggregation  of  wealth,  public-spiritedness,  and  an  intelligent 
appreciation  of  the  blessings  -which  a  sonnd  Education  confers  both 
on  individuals  and  communities,  are  to  be  credited  with  this  gratifying 
state  of  things,  wherever  it  exists.  It- is  clear,  however,  that  in  many 
Sections  the  absence  of  the  two  former  conditioos,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  others,  limits  the  children  liviogwithin  such  Sections,  to  instruc- 
tion  of  an  Elementary  Character.  The  Educational  Le^slation  of  the 
Province  has  already  decided  that  it  is  desirable  and  equitable  that 
the  advantages  of  more  advanced  training  shall,  to  a  i-eawnable  extent 
be  placed  within  the  reach  of  the  whole  population,  irrespective  of 
locality.  The  means  provided  and  relied  on,  in  this  regard,  are  also 
distinctively  recognized  as  sustaining  important  relations  to  our  ft-o- 
vittcial  System  of  Education,  in  furnishing  candidates  for  the  Teaching 
Profeauon  with  requisite  scholastic  quauficationa.  These  means  in- 
clude— 

1.  The  Special  Academies  of  Pictou  and  Yarmouth. 

2.  The  County  Academies,  so  called. 

The  sul^oined  condensation  of  Table  XVTI  will  give  at  a  glance, 
important  information  as  to  the  quantity  of  Educational  work  done 
in  these  Institutions  during  the  past  year. 
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SptcMl  AeatUtMM. — These'  Institutions  are  situated  in  the  Towru 
of  Ketou  and  Yarmouth.    Each  is  in  receipt  of  an  Annual  Provincial 
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Grant  of  S1400.  It  will  be  seen  that  their  spheres  of  influence  are 
essentially  confined  to  their  respective  Counties,  to  the  outlying 
Sections  of  which  their  privileges  are  offered,  in  respect  to  qualified 
pupils,  free  of  expense.  They  are  not  subject  to  Provincial  i^per vision 
or  control.  The  Institution  at  Pictou,  though  still  under  a  separate 
Trust,  is  practically  affiliated  with  the  School  System  of  the  Municipa- 
lity. A  majority  of  the  registered  pupils  for  the  past  year  belonged 
to  outside  parts  of  the  County.  The  attendance  is  more  than  double 
that  of  any  Institution  referred  to  in  the  above  table,  and  more  than 
treble  the  average  attendance  of  the  others.  It  inherits  stimulating 
traditions,  and  is  under  excellent  management.  The  Academic  Edifice, 
however,  is  inferior  to  many  of  the  County  Academies,  and  is  not  in 
harmony  with  the  recognized  status  of  the  Institution.  Tlie  Aca- 
demy at  Yai-mouth  is  controlled  by  a  Board  of  Directors,  under  a 
somewhat  elaborate  constitution.  The  Trustees  have  always  evinced 
a  strong  desire  to  co-operate  witU,  and  aid  the  several  Sections  of  the 
Town  in  promoting  the  cause  of  Education.  The  attendance  is  some- 
what under  the  average  attendance  at  the  High  School  Department 
of  the  County  Academies.  This  result  is  probably  to  some  extent 
attributable  to  a  higher  standard  of  admission.  This  Academy  Build- 
ing is  one  of  the  finest  Educational  structures  in  the  Province.  It  has 
from  its  inception  been  placed  in  charge  of  gentlemen  of  talent  and 
experience. 

County  Academies, — There  are  ten  of  those  Institutions,  located  in 
the  County  Towns  of  their  respective  Counties.  Each  receives  an 
Annual  Grant  of  8C00.  About  one-fifth  of  the  attendance  is  from 
outside  of  the  Sections  in  which  the  Academies  are  situated.  The 
Principals  of  these  Institutions  are  required  to  hold  a  Provincial 
License  of  Grade  A.  More  or  less  adequate  provision  is  made  for 
Provincial  Supervision. 

Suggestions  in  regard  to  Interraediate  Education. — The  best 
information  at  my  command  convinces  me  that  the  institutions  above 
referred  to,  as  a  system  of  means  for  fiirniHhin{j  and  giuirantecing 
advanced  inst)*XLction,  have  only  partially  fulfilled  the  objects  for 
which  they  were  established.  Under  this  conviction,  I  beg  to  submit 
the  following  considerations : — 

1.  But  177  pupils  are  reported  enrolled  as  belonging  to  the  various 
Counties  outside  of  the  immediate  locality  of  the  Institutions,  and  of 
these,  71  were  in  attendance  at  the  Pictou  Academy. 

2.  The  principles  regulating  the  niimher  and  location  of  these 
Institutions  seem  open  to  objection.  Some  of  the  Counties  are  nearly 
thrice  as  populous  as  others.  Several  of  the  County  Towns  offer  but 
limited  accommodation  in  respect  to  the  board  and  lodging  of  pupils 
from  a  distance.  Then,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Educational  advan- 
tages in  question  are  limited  to  twelve  of  the  Counties,  Inverness, 
however,  dra^ving  the  ordinary  County  Academy  Grant,  but  dividing 
it  among  four  Select  Schools. 

The  fact  that  in  each  of  the  other  Counties  there  happen  to  be  situated 
one  or  more  Institutions,  chiefly  of  a  denominational  character,  receiv- 
ing aid  from  the  Provincial  funds,  is  held  to  justify  existing  arrange- 
ments in  regard  to  County  Academies.  Conceding  that  the  presence 
of  the  Normal  School — a  thoroughly  Provincial  Institution — at  Truio, 
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is  a  valid  compensation  to  the  people  of  the  County  of  Colchester,  can 
the  same  be  said  for  the  other  Counties  in  respect  to  the  denomina- 
tional Colleges  situate  within  their  borders  ?  These  Colleges  are  not 
conducted  in  any  sense  for  the  special  benefit  of  the  surrounding 
districts,  do  not  perform  work  analogous  to  that  of  the  County 
Academies,  and  enter  into  no  relations  with  the  Public  School  System. 
It  seems  clear  that  a  scheme  designed  to  foster  Education  of  an 
advanced  order — intermediate  between  that  to  be  gained  in  the 
Common  School  and  that  acquired  in  the  Univei-sity — ought  not  to  be 
open  to  the  objection  of  being  partial  in  its  operation. 

3.  Let  an  inquiry  be  instituted  into  the  gi-ounds  on  which  the 
County  Academy  Grants  are  based,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  there  is  a  wise  adaptation  of  means  to  end.  A  primary 
object  aimed  at  was  undoubtedly  to  give  a  general  Provincial  sanction 
and  encouragement  to  liberal  studies.  This  being  independent  of  the 
special  character  of  the  Institutions  established  in  relation  to  it,  need 
not  enter  into  the  discussion. 

In  respect  to  the  stimulus  and  invigoration  of  Education  locally 
by  means  of  the  endowment  of  County  Academies,  it  is  to  be  con- 
sidered that  the  Sections  in  which  these  Institutions  are  by  law 
established  are,  as  a  rule,  the  wealthiest  in  their  respective  Counties, 
and  are  obviously  much  better  able  to  supply  Educational  facilities 
quite  up  to  the  level  of  those  at  present  furnished  by  them,  without 
special  Provincial  aid,  than  are  average  Sections  throughout  the 
Province  to  provide  for  their  normal  requirements.  It  is  difficult, 
therefore,  to  defend  the  preferential  treatment  of  County  town  Sec- 
Mons  on  the  ground  of  local  claims.  It  remains  to  consider  the  grant 
in  question  in  relation  to  the  obligations  imposed  on  the  Sections 
receiving  it  in  respect  to  the  County  at  large.  The  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  it  by  law,  has  established 
by  Regulation  that  "  the  first  or  highest  department  (of  the  County 
Academy)  shall  be  open,  free  of  charge,  to  all  children  belonging  to 
the  County,  who  may  be  able  to  pass  the  required  (entrance)  examina- 
tion," as  provided  for  children  of  the  Section.  Here,  then,  is  required 
of  the  Trustees  of  a  County  Academy  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  grant, 
and  if  the  privilege  is  made  a  valuable  one  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
outlying  Sections,  I  do  not  think  that  said  Trustees  can  be  considered 
to  receive  exceptionally  favoraWe  treatment.  Indeed,  I  seriously 
question  if  the  withdrawal  of  the  grant,  and  the  laitse  of  the  associated 
responsibility y  would  be  considered  a  loss  by  the  Trustees  of  a  County 
town  Section,  who  had  fully  recognized  and  provided  for  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  to  the  children,  or  rather  the  young  men  and  women, 
of  the  other  parts  of  the  County.  If  through  a  spiritless  management 
no  valuable  privilege  is  offered,  or  if  through  peculiaiity  of  location 
or  insufliciency  of  boarding  accomodation,  the  County  Academy  is 
virtually  closed  to  the  outside  Sections,  these  Sections,  it  seems  to  me, 
have  good  ground  of  complaint  and  of  appeal  for  justice  to  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction, — the  natural  custodian  of  the  people's  Educa- 
tional rights.  When  Institutions  are  established  for  a  certain  specific 
purpose,  either  solely  or  in  connection  with  other  purposes,  all  confer- 
red and  reasonably  construed  powers  should  be  exercised  lo  secure  the 
accomplishment  of  that  purpose.     All  the  inhabitants  of  a  County  aie 
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interested  in  the  vigorous  conduct  of  the  central  Academy,  and  yet 
those  residing  outside  of  the  Section  where  it  is  situated,  have  no  voice 
or  influence  in  the  direction  of  its  affairs.  So  long,  therefore,  as  the 
present  system  of  promoting  intermediate  Education  lasts,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  powers  vested  in  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Education,  for  "  the  control "  and  "  general 
supervision  and  direction"  of  the  County  Academies,  should  be  as 
freely  exercised  as  the  interests  involved  may  require.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  advantage  taken  of  the  County  Academies  by 
external  Sections  varies  very  much  in  the  different  Counties. 

I  beg  to  submit,  not  as  a  proposed  basis  of  immediate  Legislative 
action,  but  as  worthy  of  careful  consideration  from  the  Provincial 
(Jovemment  and  Legislature,  and  as  embodying  the  most  just  and 
feasible  means  of  improving  the  condition  of  higher  Education  in  the 
Province  that  I  am  able  to  suggest,  the  following  propositions  : 

1.  Let  the  Grants  now  given  to  County  and  Special  Academies 
be  distributed  among  a  limited  number  of  High  Schools  or  Academies, 
of  a  distinctively  Provincial  character,  though  of  course  admitting  of, 
and  requiring,  local  co-operation  in  their  establishment  and  mainten- 
ance. 

2.  Let  these  Institutions  correspond  to  territorial  divisions  of  the 
Province,  and  the  location  of  each  within  its  special  territory  be 
determined  by  the  consideration  of  what  is  just  and  convenient  to  the 

{)eople  of  such  Division,  and  partly,  possibly,  by  the  willingness  of 
ocal  authorities  to  co-operate  with  the  Department  of  Education. 
The  points  regulating  location  within  a  Division  would  be  in  addition 
to  the  one  just  named :  a.  Central! ty ;  b,  Accessibility ;  c,  Good  and 
sufficient  and  reasonably  cheap  boarding  accommodation ;  d.  The 
existence  of  Churches  of  the  principal  Religious  Denominations  of  the 
Province. 

3.  Let  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  be.  empowered  to  frame 
such  Regulations  for  the  establishment  and  direction  of  these  Institu- 
tions as  shall,  while  fairly  mediating  between  Provincial  and  local 
interests,  place  the  cause  of  secondaiy  Education  on  a  secure  and 
permanent  foundation. 


TEACHERS'  EXAMINATION. 

Table  XXI.  gives  in  minute  detail  the  statistics  of  the  Annual 
Examination  of  Candidates  for  Teachers*  Licenses.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  total  number  of  Candidates  was  2003,  as  compared  with  2()5S 
the  previous  year.  The  cost  to  the  Province  of  the  Examination  was 
82988.74  (see  Table  XI.).  This  sum  includes  only  the  fees  of  the 
Provincial  Examiners  and  the  expenses  of  the  Deputy  Examiners  at  the 
various  Stations.  Printing,  postage,  expressage,  &c.,  required  an  addi- 
tional outlay  of  nearly  $250.  I  may  add  that  the  duties  thrown  upon 
the  Edv^catKm  Ojffice  in  connection  witJi  ike  Examination  invovled 
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Toore  than  three  months'  continuovis  and  exacting  labor  of  the  entire 
Staff. 

Of  the  2003  candidates  examined,  101,  or  just  one-twentieth  part, 
obtained  the  Grade  of  License  applied  for ;  706,  or  slightly  in  excess  of 
one-third,  received  Licenses  of  some  Grade  ;  1297  failed  altogether.  Of 
the  706  who  received  licenses,  252  simply  maintained  the  Grade  pre- 
viously held,  while  95  others  sank  to  a  lower  grade.  241  licenses 
were  issued  to  persons  previously  unlicensed. 

It  seems  clear  that  Regulations  allowing  such  results  as  are  disclosed 
in  Table  XXI.  have  out-grow^i  their  adaptation  to  the  educational 
requirements  of  the  country.  Young  persons  have  been  tempted  by 
the  easy  conditions  of  admission  to  enter  as  candidates,  in  advance  of 
their  qualifications,  and  the  teaching  profession  has  been  seriously 
degraded  in  public  estimation  by  the  spectacle  offered  at  many  of  the 
stations,  of  scores  of  mere  children  endeavouring  to  take  rank  as 
Teachers  of  our  Public  Schools.  I  subjoin  the  more  important  of  the 
Regulations  recently  adopted  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction, 
and  to  take  effect  at  the  ensuing  Annual  Examination.  They  are 
designed  to  restrict  the  privileges  of  the  Examination,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  persons  actually  contemplating  the  teaching  profession,  and  to  en- 
courage in  these  the  acquisition  of  reasonable  qualifications,  before 
putting  the  Province  to  the  expense  of  pronouncing  on  their  fitness  to 
teach. 


u 


u 


"The  ensuing  annual  examination  for  teachers'  licenses  will  be 
conducted  agreeably  to  the  following  Regulations,  and  everything  in 
Regulations  heretofore  in  force,  inconsistent  therewith,  is  repealed. 

"I.  The  following  classes  of  persons,  satisfying  the  conditions 
hereinafter  to  be  named,  will  be  admitted  to  examination  free  of 
expense: 

Class  1.  College  graduates  applying  for  Grade  A,  under  40  Vic,  Ch.  13. 

2.  Persons  holding  Provincial  Licenses  (not  Local  Permissives). 

3.  Persons  having  obtained  professional  classification  at  Normal 
School. 

**  4.  Persons  who  produce  certificates  satisfactory  to  the  Superin- 
tend of  Education,  of  graduation  at  Training  or  Normal 
School  outside  of  the  Province. 

"II.  Other  persons  will  be  admitted,  who,  besides  satisfying  condi- 
tions to  follow,  snail  pay  when  admission  is  applied  for,  fees  at  the 
following  rates :  For  Grade  A,  $5 ;  Grade  B,  ^S ;  Grades  C  and  D, 
each  $2.  These  candidates  shall  be  known  for  the  purposes  of  the 
examination  as  Class  6, 

**  III.  Each  candidate  shall  forward  to  the  Inspector  of  the  county 
(not  to  a  Deputy  Examiner  other  than  Inspector)  not  later  than  June 
lOth,  an  application  for  admission  to  the  Examination  in  the  form 
furnished  in  the  sequel.  This  application  shall  be  accompanied  with 
certificates  bearing  date  within  three  months  of  time  of  application, 
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signed  by  a  minister  of  religion,  or  by  two  of  Her  Majesty's  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  to  the  effect : 

(a)  That  the  candidate,  if  a  male,  is  18  years  of  age ;  if  a  female,  16, 

(b)  That  the  candidate  is  a  person  of  good  moral  character. 

"  (These  certificates  will  not  be  exacted  of  Class  2)." 

The  remaining  Regulations  referred  to  concern  matters  of  detail 
not  necessary  to  be  reproduced  here.  So  far  as  the  large  percentage 
of  failures  in  connection  with  the  recent  examination  may  be  inter- 
preted to  indicate  lack  of  schools  whereat  adequate  instruction  and 
training  are  available  for  candidates  in  anticipation  of  the  Provincial 
Examinations,  I  beg  to  refer  to  that  portion  of  my  Report  touching 
upon  the  subject  of  Secondary  or  Intermediate  Education.  The  num- 
ber of  new  teachers  actually  accruing  from  the  examination  of  July, 
1878,  may  be  found  by  adding  together  the  number  receiving  higher 
grade  than  that  previously  held,  and  the  number  of  new  applicants 
receiving  license.  The  former  being  118  and  the  latter  241,  we  have 
359  as  representing  the  real  addition  to  the  teaching  force  of  the 
Province.  This  number  is,  I  should  say,  rather  in  excess  of  the  annual 
increment  required,  and  in  a  normal  state  of  affairs  should  be  obtained 
from  the  examination  of,  at  most,  500  candidates. 


PROVINCIAL  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

For  detailed  information  regarding  the  operations  of  this  Institution, 
I  direct  attention  to  the  Principal's  Report,  Appendix  A.  As  the  latter 
document  embraces  only  the  history  of  the  year  which  ended  in  July 
last,  it  of  course  contains  no  reference  to  the  gratifying  fact  that,  at 
the  opening  of  the  current  Session  in  November,  the  work  of  the 
Institution  was  transferred  to  the  new  and  handsome  edifice,  which 
for  some  two  years  had  been  in  process  of  erection.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  present  at  the  Public  Exercises  connected  with  the 
formal  opening,  and  of  listening  to  appropriate  addresses  from  the 
Principal  and  other  gentlemen.  The  new  Building  may  be  unhesitat- 
ingly pronounced  not  only  worthy  of  the  Province  in  its  general  style 
and  appearance,  but  exceedingly  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  erected. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  remark  that  this  is  a  proper  time  in 
which  to  bring  into  special  consideration  the  relation  of  this  important 
Institution  to  our  Provincial  system  of  education.  The  relation  now 
subsisting  cannot,  I  think,  be  deemed  entirely  satisfactory.  If  the 
professional  instruction  and  preliminary  teaching  experience  which  it 
is  the  function  of  the  Normal  School  to  impart  are  of  no  value,  the 
large  sums  of  public  money  expended  in  its  establishment  and  main- 
tenance are  wasted.  If  the  vindication  of  this  expenditure  be  that  it 
results  in  furnishing  a  quota  of  our  schools  with  qualified  teachers, 
why,  it  may  be  asked,  does  not  the  Province,  to  the  extent  of  its 
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ability,  take  security  that  all  of  the  schools  shall  be  provided  with 
such  teachers?  To  assume  that  the  qualifications  requisite  for  suc- 
cessful teaching  can  just  as  well  be  obtained  in  other  Provincial 
Institutions,  is  really  to  deny  to  the  Normal  School  any  valid  reason 
of  existence.  It  is  not  one  of  a  co-ordinate  series  of  Institutions.  It 
is  the  only  Institution  in  the  Province  designed  for  the  training  of 
teachers,  and  it  exists  for  ihat  purpose  alone.  Its  theoretical  utility 
depends  upon  the  importance  of  its  object;  its  practical  utility  on  the 
completeness  with  which  that  object  is  attained.  It  is  represented  in 
certain  quarters  that  if  suggested  conditions  were  supplied,  most,  if 
not  all,  of  those  persons  throughout  the  Province  who  are  aiming  to 
secure  Teachers*  Licenses,  would  of  their  own  choice  avail  themselves 
of  the  advantages  offered  by  the  Normal  School.  What  reasonable 
assurance  have  we  of  such  a  result  as  likely  to  follow  anv  modification 
based  on  the  essential  preservation  of  the  present  system?  None 
whatever,  I  am  obliged  to  think.  The  same  apparent  end  being 
attainable,  either  with  or  without  a  given  condition  involving  time 
and  money,  average  human  nature  will  be  content  to  attain  it  apart 
from  that  condition.  I  content  myself  with  suggesting  the  following 
as  objects  worthy  of  being  aimed  at  in  the  interests  both  of  the 
Normal  School  and  of  our  Public  Schools  : 

1.  Adequate  provision,  available  to  the  entire  population  of  the 
Province,  for  imparting  that  purely  scholastic  training  which  should 
always  precede  the  proper  work  of  the  Normal  Instructor.  In  this 
connection  I  would  refer  to  my  remarks  in  this  report  respecting 
Academic  Education,  and  I  may  add  that  under  a  proper  distribution 
of  our  educational  forces,  the  vast  amount  of  rudimentary  instruction 
now  performed,  or  needed,  in  the  Normal  School  could  be  largely 
dispensed  with. 

2.  Securing  from  all  persons  claiming  License  to  teach  in  the 
Public  Schools  some  guarantee  in  the  shape  of  professional  training 
and  experience  acquired  under  Provincial  supervision,  of  fitness  for 
the  work  they  propose  to  undertake. 

In  view  of  my  suggestions  in  regard  to  Provincial  Academies,  or 
High  Schools,  taking  practical  shape,  these  institutions,  with  assistance, 
of  course,  from  the  schools  in  the  towns  and  more  populous  sections, 
80  far  as  their  own  population  is  concemedy  would  meet  the  firet  of 
these  objects,  and  possibly  in  part  the  second  also,  in  relation  to 
Teachers  of  the  lowest  Grade.  If  to  each  of  four  or  five  advantageously- 
situated  and  well-equipped  Academies,  under  joint  Provincial  and  local 
supervision,  there  could  be  attached  a  normal  department  for  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  the  class  of  candidates  just  mentioned,  and  thus 
the  chief  or  entire  energies  of  the  central  Normal  School  be  devoted  to 
preparing  all  candidates  for  the  higher  grades  of  license  professionally 
lor  their  proposed  calling,  we  would  have  a  system  of  training  and 
certificating  Teachers  equal  in  Symmetry  and  effectiveness  to  that  of 
any  country.  The  Normal  School  would  thus  be  brought  into  direct 
and  vital  sympathy  with  our  educational  system  as  a  whole,  instead  of 
being,  as  now,  a  piece  of  machinery  worked  almost  entirely  by  itself. 
By  reducing  the  necessity  for  elementary  tuition,  the  very  proper 
appeals  of  the  Principal  for  .various  special  chairs  of  instruction  might, 
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it  strikes  me,  be  met  without  increasing  largely  the  annual  expen- 
diture. 

I  may  add  that  the  sum  of  $400  heretofore  authorized  to  be  paid 
for  the  contingencies  of  the  Normal  School  will  not  adequately  pro- 
vide for  the  annual  expenses  of  the  new  structure. 


MISCELLANEOUS  SUGGESTIONS. 

College  Graduates  and  Orade  A  Licenae. — I  recommend  the  repeal 
of  40  Vic,  Chap.  13,  with  a  view  to  the  issue  of  a  Regulation  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  conferring  the  privilege  named  in  the 
Act,  on  Graduates  in  Arts,  without  the  discrimination  stated  in  the 
second  paragraph.     The  Act  is  as  follows : — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  GoTemor,  Council,  and  AsBemblv,  as  follows : — 
(1.)  A  graduate  in  the  Faculty  of  Arts,  of  any  University  in  Her  Majesty's  Domin- 
ions, having  power  to  grant  degrees  in  Arts,  who  shall  have  obtained  his  degree  between 
the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.,  1866,  and  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.,  1879,  shall  upon 
application,  and  upon  passing  a  satisfactory  examination  on  the  subjects  usually  known  as 
professional  subjects,  receive  a  license  to  teach  in  the  grade  commonly  known  as  Grade  A. 
(2.)  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section 
who  shall  graduate  after  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.,  1879,  in  any  institution  other  than 
the  University  of  Halifax,  incorporated  during  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature.  All 
graduates  in  Arts  of  such  last  named  University  shall  be  entitled  to  the  privuege  aforesaid. 

It  of  course  operates  as  a  Legislative  limitation  of  the  powers 
respecting  the  classification  and  examination  of  Teachers,  vested  in  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  by  the  original  Law  relating  to  Public 
Schools.  As  a  matter  of  form,  therefore,  it  is  not  free  from  objection. 
The  Council  of  Public  Instruction  having  the  general  responsibility 
regarding  the  licensing  of  Teachers  might  fairly  ask  to  exercise  its 
powers  untrammeled  by  special  stipulation.  The  repeal  of  the  Act 
would  leave  the  Council  iree  to  establish  such  Regulations  in  the 

S remises  as  the  interests  of  Education  may  seem  to  require.    I  strongly 
oubt  the  propriety  of  discriminating  between  the  graduates  of  Halifax 
University  and  those  of  other  chartered  Universities  and  Colleges : — 

1.  Because  this  discrimination  is  of  doubtful  utility  to  the  Halifax 
University  itself,  and 

2.  Because  it  is  unfair  to  the  Universities  and  Colleges  of  those 
Provinces,  whose  Regulations  confer  an  equivalent  privilege  to  that 
mentioned  in  the  Act,  on  Graduates  of  the  Halifax  University,  and  of 
its  various  afiiliated  Colleges. 

Trwatee  Boards. — I  recommend  that  Section  23  of  the  Chapter  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  relating  to  Public  Instruction  be  amended  by  the 
omission  of  the  last  clause,  to  wit,  "  But  it  shall  always  be  competent 
for  existing  Trustees  to  complete  the  business  of  the  closing  school 
year."  This  vague  prolongation  of  power  to  a  defunct  Trustee  has 
proved  the  source  of  manifold  and  vexatious  disputes.  An  addition  to 
this  Section  of  the  Law  providing  for  the  formal  and  orderly  conduct 
of  business  by  Trustees  would  be  of  practical  service. 
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SectioTial  Assessment  of  Property  of  Non-Residents, — On  the 
whole,  I  am  inclined  to  accept  the  compromise  between  conflicting 
principles  and  interests,  embodied  in  our  Law,  as  at  least  as  equitable 
as  any  of  the  suggested  substitutes.  In  view,  however,  of  the  nume- 
rous representations  to  the  contrary  that  1  have  received  from 
Inspectors,  Trustees,  and  Property-holders  generally,  1  deem  it  my 
duty  to  suggest  the  matter  as  one  worthy  of  consideration. 

Teacher's  Certificate  and  Oath. — The  Law  requires  from  every 
Teacher  in  the  Public  Schools  a  Certificate  and  an  Oath  as  to  the 
faithful  dischar^  of  his  duties.  As  these  forms  traverse  essentially 
the  same  ground,  I  recommend  that  the  Certificate  be  dispensed  with 
as  unnecessary.  The  original  School  Act  required  the  certificate  only, 
the  retention  of  which  with  the  Oath  subsequently  introduced  was 
probably  an  inadvertence. 


In  concluding  my  Report  I  may  state,  in  justice  both  to  the  Councils 
of  Public  Instruction  under  which  I  have  had,  and  have,  the  honor  to 
serve,  and  to  myself,  that  certain  important  matters  exciting  general 
interest,  and  which  are  subjects  of  Kegulation  rather  than  Statute, 
are  receiving  all  possible  consideration.    Among  these  I  may  mention, 

1.  The  Clxissification  of  Teachers, — Owing  to  successive  partial 
modiiications  of  the  original  Regulations,  several  anomalies  and 
anachronisms  have  worked  themselves  into  our  system  of  classifica- 
tion. The  Council  of  Public  Instruction  having  suspended  the  Grade 
E  license,  so  far  as  examination  therefor  is  concerned,  the  logical 
complement  of  this  action  will  be  the  entire  lapse  of  that  license  after 
the  expiration  of  the  current  year.  This  will  clear  the  ground  for  a 
simple  and  symmetrical  classification,  which  at  the  proper  time  I  shall 
recommend  as  removing  all  anomaly,  viz : 

Academic  Class  (now  Grade  A). 
First  Class  (now  Grade  B). 
Second  Class  (now  Grade  C). 
Third  Class  (now  Grade  D). 

2.  Text-Books  for  Schools, — The  list  of  texts  for  use  in  the  Schools 
certainly  demands  revision.  As  the  matter  will  receive  careful  and 
early  attention  on  the  part  of  the  responsible  Authority,  I  need  not 
enter  into  details  concerning  it.  The  unnecessary  multiplication  of 
books  in  some  branches  of  knowledge,  the  total  lack  or  prescribed 
texts  in  others,  and  the  admitted  unsuitability  of  some  of  the  author- 
ized works,  are  the  grounds  on  which  the  necessity  of  this  revision  is 
based. 

3.  The  establishment  of  a  harmonious  relation  and  succession 
of  studies  for  aU  the  Sohodsfrom  the  loiucst  to  the  highest 
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Appendix  B  contains  the  Reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Schools. 
These  documents  deserve  to  be  cai*efully  read.  Some  of  them  supply 
valuable  information  not  given  in  the  tabular  Returns.  I  assume  no 
responsibility  for  the  opinions  expressed  on  various  topics  of  Educa- 
tional interest.  In  regard  to  some  subjects,  experience  and  reflection 
do  not  seem  to  have  led  to  identical  conclusions. 

Appendix  C  also  contains  the  Report  (other  than  statistical)  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the  City  of 
Halifax,  with  the  connected  report  to  that  Body  of  the  Supervisor  of 
City  Schools. 

I  am, 

,  .    Your  Honor's  obedient  Sei-vant, 

DAVID  ALLISON, 
Superintendent  of  Education 
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TOOK  SECTIONS— SPECIAL  COONTT  Am. 


TABLE  ZV. 


Dunuon. 


lYumbar  of 
theM-S»c- 

tioni  hftvinf 
Schools. 


« 


Annapolia,  Country  of 

Antigonish) 

Cape  Breton, 

Colchester, 

Cumberiand, 

I^igbji  District  of .. 

Clare, 

Onysborough, 

St  Mary's, 

Halifax,  County  of 

Hants,  District  of  East ..... 

"  "  West... 

ttiTemess,  County  of » 

Kings,  "  

Lunenburg  and  N.  Dtlblin  ...>.. 

Chester,  District  of.. 

Pictou,  County  of 

Queens,  " ,.... 

Kichmond,     "        ,. 

Shelbuitie,  District  of 

Barrington,        "         ,.., ,.. 

Victoria , , 

Tarmouth,  District  of. 

Aigyle,  «         


Total,  1878. 
'*    1877 


Inciease « 
Decrease 


a 

s 


29 
8 

27 

19 

15 

8 

5 

« 

6 

20 

8 

9 

26 

23 

11 

5 

16 

10 

18 

1 

3 

11 

4 

5 


293 
322 


29 


36 

10 

29 

24 

15 

9 

3 

5 

6 

22 

11 

17 

28 

26 

7 

5 

23 

20 

20 

1 

6 

10 
7 
7 


347 
352 


Amount  of  Conntj  AMmmmtnX  paU  to  thMo 
SoboolB  OYta' laid  above  Ch*  cfrdinkiy  allow- 
anoa. 


WIntarTnniK 


149  52 
83  26 

120  08 

114  56 
86  33 
52  87 
31  77 
26  43 
34  30 

130  80 
31  09 

36  07 
129  82 
136  02 

76  90 

37  17 
110  91 

91  98 
112  58 
6  55 
17  39 
45  61 
19  44 

38  76 


$1719  21 
2303  12 


$  583  91 


SannMr 
Tuin. 


$  181  19 

93  78 

127  03 

135  03 

91  30 

49  50 

20  42 

65  72 

29  03 

125  08 

56  78 

98  49 

145  30 

200  88 

51  54 

31  06 

98  90 

91  75 

120  05 

2  03 

35  75 

43  12 

41  22 

58  52 


11993  47 
2204  23 


$   210  76 


Tbtal. 


$  330  71 

177  04 

247  11 

249  59 

177  63 

102  37 

52  19 
92  15 
63  33 

255  88 

87  87 
134  56 
275  12 
336  90 
128  44 

68  23 

209  81 

183  73 

232  63 

7  58 

53  14 

88  73 
60  66 
97  28 


$3712  68 
4507  35 


$  794  67 
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TABLE  XVI. 

SPECIAL  GOVERNMENT  AID  TO  POOE  SECTIONS. 


COUNTY. 

Onuiu.  towanli  Bilutos 

HouhMu. 

«7r»u 

Winwf 
Tsnii. 

^rr' 

Tenn. 

Ihm. 

9  233  00 

72  79 
273  23 
164  72 
120  05 
31  6G 
63  21 
85  48 
176  52 
92  09 
300  00 
157  80 
155  41 
133  21 
52  54 
188  70 
29  40 
97  12 
68  01 

8  290  47 
83  62 
280  97 
226  90 
125  96 
20  94 
69  37 
87  99 
198  72 
152  81 
300  00 
183  25 
81  42 

198  75 
106  87 

199  OA 
53  87 

101  68 
HI  15 

t 

'26 '66 

>  523  47 

156  31 

554  2l> 

}>igT,y 

122  5» 

173  41 

Halilait 

395  24 

244  90 

600  00 

King8 

387  75 

83  27 

Victoria 

198  80 

179  10 

Total,  1878 

"     1877 

»3498  00 
2934  44 

$2663  63 
2771  28 

$  20  00 

360  00 

$410  60 

$5381  6.1 
0481    7'2 

Increase 

«    92  35 

1  436  44 

$346  00 

$410  00 

$1100  09 
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TABLE   XYin.—(ConHnued.)    SPECIAL  ACADEMIES. 

DALHOUSIE  COLLEOK 
Hie  lalfcriM  of  three  of  the  Profeiaort  are  paid  by  the  PresbTterien  Church. 

OiOBOi  Thomson,   Treaturer. 


MOUNT  ALLISON  WESLEYAN  COLLEOK 

In  addition  to  theie  prixee,  two  priiet  were  receiyed  from  Uoiyenity  of  Halifax  of  $75 
imd  $60  reapectively. 

J.  B.  IKCS,  LL.D.,.  PruidefiL 


ACADIA  COLLEOK 

(a)  A  few  blanks  are  left  which  cannot  easily  be  filled  nntil  the  College  hM  reoowerecl 
from  the  oonf osion  caused  by  the  fire  of  Deoember,  1877. 

(h)  The  Oovemors  are  erecting  a  new  college  building  which  will  cost  about  $23,000,  and 
a  Ladi««*  .Seminary,  which  will  oost  $16,000.  It  is  expeoted  that  these  buildings  wiU  b» 
completed  during  the  present  oollegiato  year.. 

A.  W.  Sawtib,.  FrindfOiU 


PICTOU  ACADEMY. 

The  Classical  and  Mathematioal  Departments  alone,  ar*  returned  here;  The  other 
Departments  form  an  organic  part  of  the  Common  School  System  of  the  town. 

Fbib.— Pupih  '* trading"  out  of  the  highest  department  of  the  public  schools  of  PictoQ 
town,  and  likewise  all  students  from  the  county  capable  of  passing  the  "  admission  examina- 
tion **  are  admitted  free. 

B0ABDIR&— The  Academy  is  not  a  **  boarding  school**  The  number  of  students 
attending  during  the  last  year  from  abroad  and  boarding  in  town  was  about  serenty,  -  rather 
more  than  the  half  enrolled. 

A.  H.  McKat,  B.A.,  Prineipai^ 


YARMOUTH  SEMINARY. 

TwehtX-eight  pupils  of  the  Central  Public  School  haye  attended  the  Freneh  and  Latin 
classes  during  the  year. 

LcTBiB  K  Embri,  B.A.,  Princ^^ 


DEAF  AND  DUMB  INSTITUTION. 

(a)  No  prices  were  awarded  last  year,  as  school  broke  up  earlier  than  usual,  on  aeoouni 
of  renairs  oonnected  with  the  drainage. 

(h)  There  is  a  balance  of  $601.31  included  in  the  column  for  lees,  from  the  proTious  year. 

(c)  The  sum  expended  for  board,  fuel,  gas,  &c.,  was  $4K)19.5l,  the  sum  of  $2000  having 
been  plaoed  on  special  deposit,  leaying  a  balance  of  $108.03  on  hand. 

(d)  Only  $SxX)0  Proyindal  grant  was  from  Noya  Scotia. 

AUTBED  F.  WooDBBiDai,  PHitcipo/. 
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U  SUMMARY  OF  GOVEUNMENT  EXPENDITURE. 


TABLE   XXI. 

Summary  of  Government  Grants  for  Education,  1878. 

Common  Schools $150,455  97 

Normal  and  Model  Schools 5,300  00 

Colleges 15,200  00 

Special  Academies 5,400  00 

County  Academies 6,525  00 

Inspectors*  Salaries 13,502  65 

Stationery,  &c 660  00 

Office  Expenses 1,871  82 

Examination 2^088  74 

Travelling  Expenses  Pupil  Teachers  Kormal  School 352  20 

Special  Aid  for  Building 20  00 

Salaries  Office    3,400  00 

Interest 2,378  53 

Total  1878 $208,114  91 

"      1877 204,266  38 

Increase $    3,848  53 
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APPENDIX    A. 


REPORT  OF  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D.,  Superintendent  of  Education: 
Sin- 
In  some  respects  the  report  I  have  now  to  submit  is  not  s-^ 
encouraging  as  that  of  last  year.  We  had  not  so  large  a  number  of 
-students  enrolled,  and  the  average  time  of  attendance  for  each  student 
•was  not  quite  so  great.  The  attendance,  however,  will  compare  favor- 
ably with  a  general  average  of  former  years.  I  notice,  too,  that  our 
students  of  last  year  were  not,  on  the  whole,  so  successful  in  obtainin^j 
the  grade  of  license  applied  for  as  their  predecessors.  I  attribute  this 
rather  to  greater  severity  in  the  tests  applied  than  to  any  inferiority 
of  scholarship  on  the  part  of  the  students.  In  this  connection  it  is 
proper  to  observe  that  the  results  of  the  examination,  as  indicated  by 
the  grade  of  license  obtained,  do  not  furnish  a  fair  test  of  the  general 
scholarship  of  our  students.  A  large  proportion  of  those  marked  in 
the  table  "  not  examined,"  ranked  among  our  best  and  held  a  high 
grade  of  license  on  entering.  Also,  the  low  grade  of  license  obtained 
by  many  of  those  examined  is  calculated  to  give  an  incorrect  idea  of 
the  character  of  the  work  done  in  the  Institution.  Most  of  those  who 
made  low  marks  at  the  examination  had  been  in  attendance  only  nine 
or  ten  weeks. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  tables,  the  total  number  enrolled  during 
the  session  1877-8  was  127.  Of  these  81  attended  the  full  session 
from  the  first  of  November  to  the  middle  of  July.  Of  the  fifty 
students  who  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  Normal  School  Diploma, 
there  were  nine  in  grade  Superior,  thirty-two  in  grade  Good,  and  nine 
in  gi-ade  Fair.  Failure  on  the  part  of  the  remaining  seventy-seven 
was  generally  owing  to  not  making  the  full  time  of  attendance 
required. 

The  subject  of  essay  prescribed  to  competitors  for  the  Earl  Dufferin 
medals  was  "  My  First  Day,"  embiiicing  a  discussion  of  such  matters 
pertaining  to  school  organization  as  claim  the  teachers  attention 
during  his  first  day  in  a  new  school.  The  Silver  Medal  was  awarded 
to  Miss  Anna  McKay  of  New  Glasgow;  the  Bronze  Medal  to  Mr. 
Walter  Crowe  of  Truro. 

I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  repeating  some  suggestions  made  in  my 
report  of  last  year: — 

1.  With  the  exception  of  students  of  some  previous  session,  no 
stadent  should  be  admitted  after  the  formal  opening  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  November. 


4  principal's  report. 


2.  One  full  session,  at  least,  should  bo  repuired  to  secure  a  Normal 
School  Diploma.  I  would  also  suggest  the  propriety  of  demanding 
higher  scholastic  and  professional  qualifications  of  our  graduates. 
Working  on  this  higher  standard,  probably  it  would  be  advisable  that 
we  drop  the  distinctions  involved  in  the  three  grades,  Fair,  Good,  and 
Siiperior,  and  make  one  uniform  Diploma  for  all.  This  Diploma 
should,  in  all  cases,  be  given  separate  from  the  Provincial  License. 

3.  I  cannot  close  without  also  reiterating  my  suggestions  relative 
to  the  teaching  of  Science,  Drawing,  and  Elocution.  At  the  close  of 
last  session  we  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  what  a  teacher  of 
Elocution  could  do  for  the  Institution.  For  the  nominal  sum  of  S25 
I  secured  the  services  of  Professor  Peabody  of  Princeton,  N.  J.,  during 
the  last  three  w^eeks  of  the  session.  The  results  achieved  in  that 
short  time  were  surprising. 

In  conclusion,  J  would  call  your  attention  to  our  great  n^ed  of 
apparatus,  both  chemical  and  philosophical.  A  small  annual  grant  for 
this  purpose,  and  also  for  the  Library,  would  give  us  greatly  increased 
facilities  for  work. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Yours  with  much  respect, 

J.  B.  Calkin, 

Principal  of  Xormicd  SchooL 
Iruro,  N.  8.,  Dec.  nst,  1878. 


NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


NAMES  OF  STUDENTS,  &c. 


Namb. 


hltity  McClure. . 
Mary  J.  McLeod 
Samh  C.  Logan . 
Bella  Fowler,  . . 


»>••»» 


•»>•••• 


Minnie  Archibald. 
Claiu  Archibald. . , 

Rosa  Bland 

Maria  Falrn. 

8arah  Hamilton .... 
Lorinda  Atkins« .... 
Maggie  T.  Dunlap. . . 

£lmira  Flinn 

Sarah  Kent 

Amelia  Blain 

Ada  Geddes ,  . . 

Mary  Cix)we 

Maggie  Christie 

Clara  Freeman 

Joseph  Crowe . . 
William  RSlade....... 

Charles  H,  McKittiick, . 
Clarence  Smith , . 
William  Ck5gs\veU.>. 

Walter  Crowe. . 

Bruce  Illslev., 

Clarence  Hamilton . . 
Fred.  L,  Strong.  .... 

James  Kelly 

Ella  Olendenning.. . 
Janet  McDonald . . . . 

Annie   McLean 

Mary  McDonald .... 
Duncan  McKenxie. . . 
Augusta  Bowles .... 

Herbert  White 

Bessie  Saxton 

Ruth  Blackburn . . . , 

Anna  McKay 

Cassie  H.  McKeown 


••••»% 


Cocxrr. 


Colchester, 


K 
« 
« 


Annapolis, 

King  s, 

Queen's, 

Colchester, 

Cumberland, 

Colchester, 


« 


Queen'^, 
Colchester, 

King\s, 

Colchester, 

K» 
n)gs, 

Colcnester, 

Kin^As. 

Colchester, 

Kingr's, 

Cape  Breton, 

Cumberland, 

Colchester, 

Pictou, 

Antigoniish, 

Cape  Breton, 

Kings, 


(i 


Colchester, 
Hants, 
Pictou, 
Annapolis, 


N«nnBl  School 
Diploma. 


Not  classed, 


Good, 

Not  classed, 


« 


Superior, 

Not  classed, 

Superior, 

Good, 

Not  classed, 


Good, 


« 
(f 


Not  classed, 
Superior, 


it 


Good, 

Not  classed, 

Superior, 

Good, 

Fair, 

Good, 

Superior, 

Good, 


i( 


Not  classed, 


t< 


Good, 


Superior, 

Good, 

Not  classed. 


Provincial 
License. 


Not  exam'd. 


(( 


R 

Not  exain  d 


C. 

Not  exam'i 


u 
<l 
l< 


D. 
Not  exam'd. 

B. 

D. 
Not  exam'd. 

R 

B. 

C. 

D. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

D, 
Not  exam'd. 


tt 
tt 
tt 


Not  exam'd. 

C. 

D. 

C. 

B. 
Not  exam'J. 


n 
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Name. 


Lizzie  E.  Fountain , 

Bella  McKay 

Georgie  Lawrence 

Maggie  Bishop 

Hortense  Sutherland .... 

Bella  Curry 

Annie  E.  J.  Scott 

Liaura  J.  McDonald 

Fannie  Atkins 

Lenora   Skerry 

Georgina  Bent 

Bessie  J.  McLeod 

May  Schurraan 

Maggie  McLean 

Bella  Blackmore 

Edith  Allison 

Emma  Stanfield 

Priscilla  Lynch 

Mrs.  Sophia  Archibald... 

William  Walker 

Angus  McPhee 

William  F.  Smith 

Fred.  De Wolfe 

James  W.  Zwicker 

Joseph  E.  Johnson 

Lucretia   Langille 

Jennie  Ringor 

Maggie  Chisholm 

Cinnie  Stewart 

Maggie  McArthur 

Ellen  Churchill 
Eliza  Archibald  . , 
William  L.  Ringer 
Fred.  W.  Blair  . . 
Emma  Davis  .... 

Eva  Lynds 

Laura  Aikenhead 
Mary  F.Wallace.. 
Mary  A.  Grant  . . 

Janet  Dunlap 

Olivia  Flemminor . , 
Fa  time  Crowe .... 
Maggie  McLeod  . . 

Ellen  Fraser 

Annie  Notting . . . 
Helen  E.  Ripley . . 
Robert  Dunn  .... 


. .  >  • . 


County. 


Cumberland, 

Good, 

Colchester, 

«( 

Kings, 

Inverness, 

Cumberland, 

Not  classed, 

Halifax, 

G(X)d, 

Cumberland, 

Fair, 

« 

Superior, 
Not  classed. 

€t 

Good, 

Guvsborough, 
Colchester, 

Not  classed, 

M 

Cumberland, 

M 

Antigonish, 
Colchester, 

Fair, 

«* 

Hants, 

Good, 

Colchester, 

(« 

K 


•< 


King's, 

Pictou, 

Hants, 

King's, 

Lunenburg, 

Colchester, 

Lunenburg, 

Shelbume, 

Antigonish, 

Lunenburg, 

Cumberland, 

Yarmouth, 

Colchester, 

Shelbume, 

Colchester, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 


« 


King's, 

Antigonish, 

Colchester, 


u 


u 


(i 


Pictou, 
Colchester, 
Cumberland, 
Hants, 


NormAl  School 
DipIotUA. 


Not  classed, 

Fair, 

Not  classed, 

Good, 


ii 


(I 


ti 


ti 


Fair, 

Superior, 

Not  classed. 

Good, 

Not  classed, 

Fair, 

Not  classed, 

Good, 

Dismissed, 

Not  classed, 

Fair, 

Good, 

Not  classed. 


u 
u 


Good, 

Fair, 

Not  classed. 


u 
tt 


Prorincial 
License. 


E. 

E. 

E. 
Not  exam'dl 

E. 

E. 

E. 

C. 
Not  exam'tL 

E. 
Net  cxam'd. 


tt 
ft 
«< 


Failed. 
D. 

a 

Not  exam'cf.^ 

Failed. 
Not  exam'd, 

B. 

B. 

D. 

D. 
Failed, 

C. 

E. 
Not  exatn'd. 

D. 

E. 

E. 
Not  exam'd. 

Failed. 
Not  exam'd. 


« 


Failed. 
E. 
Not  exam'd. 


tt 


E. 

D. 

E. 
Not  exam'd. 

E. 

E. 
Not  exam'd. 

D. 
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NORMAL  SCHOOL— Continued. 


Nami. 


Minerva  McNutt 

Eimina  Downie 

Eveline  Famell 

Zilpha  L.  Bums 

Cornelia  C.  Faulkner. . . . 

Christie  Olding 

Agnes  Starritt 

Minnie  Schurman 

Alice  Johnson 

Maggie  Blair 

Jessie  Drysdale 

Sadie  A.  Weaver 

M  Maude  Kirkpatrick. . . 

Bessie  F,  Flemming 

Kate  Crowe 

James  Fulton 

William  Hall 

Bessie  Hutchinson 

Kate  McLeod 

Frank  W.  Sandford  . . . . 

J.  W.  Henry  King 

Jacob  L.  Archibald 

Flora  Bamhill . .  -• 

Margaret  J.  White 

Amanda  M.  Jefferson .... 

Aveline  Densmore 

Emma  West 

San^h  B.  Stewart  ...... 

Janie  Miller 

Annie  Cuttle 

J.  Agnes  Downing 

Ralph  S.  Eaton 

Laura  Newcomb. 

Bella  McDonald 

J.  Rufus  Starr 

John  A.  McLellan 

Patrick  Coady 

Miles  Dunn. ...' 

Lucy  Wisdom . .  .* 

Adelaide  McKeen 

Isaac   Oammell 


COUSTT, 


Colchester, 

Annapolis, 

Colchester, 

Annapolis, 

Colchester, 

Pictou, 

Colchester, 

Cumberland, 

Colchester, 
<« 

King's, 

Cumberland, 

Colchester, 
<( 

<c 

Halifax, 
Colchester, 

Cf 

King's, 

Colchester, 

Halifax, 

Colchester, 

Hants, 

King*s, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Cumberland, 

Colchester, 
« 


a 

King's, 

Halifax, 

Guysborough, 

King's, 

Inverness, 

« 


C( 


Halifax, 

Inverness, 

Colchester, 


Normal  School 
Dix>Ioina. 

Not  classed. 

It 

iC 

<f 

C{ 

u 
« 

« 
It 
« 
(( 
(f 
tt 
1( 
(( 
i< 
(I 
<f 
it 

C( 

« 
<f 
<( 
(I 
(f 
f( 
ff 
If 
ff 


ff 


ff 


Good, 
Not  classed. 


ff 


Provincial 
License. 


E. 

E. 

D. 

E. 
Not  exara'd. 

C. 
Failed. 

£. 

D. 
Fulcd. 

E 
Failed. 

E. 

E 
Failed. 

C. 
Failed. 

E. 

Not  exam'd. 
« 

B. 
Failed. 

D. 

E. 

C. 
Failed. 

E. 

D. 

D. 
Failed. 

E. 

C. 

E. 

E. 

D. 

D. 

D. 

C. 

C. 
Not  exam'd. 

B. 
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APPENDIX    B. 


REPORTS  OP  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS  OP  THE 

DIFFERENT  COUNTIES. 


ANNAPOLIS    COUNTY. 

L»  S.  Morse,  Inspector. 

Sir, — It  becomes  my  duty  at  this  time  to  submit  for  your  consid- 
eration a  report  on  the  state  of  the  public  schools  in  the  County  of 
Annapolis  for  the  year  ended  October  31st,  A.D.  1878.  The  tables  of 
statistics  compiled  from  the  A,  B  and  C  returns,  and  forwarded 
herewith,  form  to  a  large  extent  the  basis  of  my  remarks,  and  are  well 
worthy  of  careful  consideration. 

No  change  in  the  number  of  sections  in  the  County  has  been  made 
during  the  year.  The  number  remains  as  last  year  reported,  viz.,  one 
hundred  and  two.  Of  this  number  the  Conmiissioners  of  Schools 
adjudged  thirty-seven  worthy  of  receiving  extra  aid  as  poor  sections. 
Two  sections  only  had  no  school  during  any  portion  of  the  year.  The 
number  of  schools  in  operation  during  some  portion  of  the  year  has 
been  greater  than  ever  reported  in  any  year  in  the  histtjry  of  the 
County.  In  the  Winter  Term  there  were  in  operation  ninety  schools, 
embracing  one  hundred  departments,  and  in  the  Summer  Term  ninety- 
nine  schools  embracing  one  hundred  and  nine  departments.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  above  an  evening  school  was  in  operation  during  a  portion 
of  the  Summer  Term. 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  was  4,115  during  the  Winter 
Term,  and  4,125  during  the  Summer  Term.  The  number  of  different 
pupils  repoi-ted  at  school  during  some  portion  of  the  year  is  5020, 
being  one  in  every  three  and  six-tentlis  of  the  population. 

The  teachers  employed  during  the  year  are  classified  as  follows : — 


Grade 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Winter  Term . . . 

2 

22 

44 

24 

f) 

49 

52 

101 

Summer  Term . . 


19 


48 


32 


10 


38 


73 


111 


Eight  assistant  teachers  were  also  employed  during  the  Winter  Term 
and  six  during  the  Summer  Term. 

You  will  notice  on  examination  of  Table  III.  of  the  Statistics  that 
the  number  of  teachers  making  their  debut  in  the  profession  is  unusu- 
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ally  large,  being  no  less  than  twenty-three  in  the  Winter  Term  and 
fourteen  in  the  Summer  Term.  Many  of  these  acquitted  themselves 
with  much  credit  in  the  school-room  considering  their  youthfulness 
and  inexperience.  A  few  only  manifested  inaptitude  for  the  work, 
which  experience  will  largely  overcome. 

The  large  number  of  licenses  granted  during  the  few  years  past 
has  in  my  opinion  operated  to  some  extent  against  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. The  supply  of  teachers  has  become  greater  than  the  demand. 
Many  sections,  actuated  by  motives  of  false  economy,  have  been  too 
eager  to  employ  any  teacher  who  w^ould  accept  the  lowest  salary,  in 
consequence  of  which  well-trained  and  competent  teachers  have  been 
compelled  to  accept  the  inadequate  pay  offered  for  their  services,  or  be 
crowded  out  of  employment  by  yoxmg,  inexperienced,  and  less  compe- 
tent teachers.  Several  experienced  teachers  have  failed  to  find 
employment  from  this  cause.  One  beneficial  result,  however,  of  the 
large  number  of  teachers  has  been  the  unprecedentedly  large  number 
of  schools  in  operation  in  the  County. 

The  teachers  as  a  class  have  acquitted  themselves  creditably,  con- 
sidering the  discouragements  under  which  many  of  them  have  to 
labor.  They  do  not  receive  that  encouragement  and  support,  moral 
and  pecuniary,  to  which  .their  position  in  the  community  justly  entitles 
them,  and  which  they  have  a  right  to  expect  from  trustees  and  parents 
especially.  The  record  of  visitation  as  contained  in  the  registers  kept 
by  the  various  teachers,  discloses  a  vast  amount  of  indifference  on  the 
part  of  parents  and  othera.  In  several  of  the  sections  the  trusteas 
nave  not  visited  the  school-room  during  the  entire  year,  and  in  no 
instance  have  the  requirements  of  the  Taw  on  this  point  been  fully 
carried  out.  This  indifference  so  plainly  manifested  has  a  discouraging 
effect  upon  teacher  and  pupils,  and  is  doubtless  one  of  the  indirect 
causes  of  the  partial  failure  in  attaining  successful  results  in  some 
schools.  The  want  of  sufficient  pecuniaiy  support  is  also  in  many 
instances  disheartening  to  the  teacher.  The  statistics  for  the  year 
disclose  the  fact  that  $15,234.00  only,  were  paid  by  trustees  on  account 
of  salaries.  This  would  give  each  teacher  an  average  sum  of  8145.00 
from  that  source  for  the  year.  If  to  this  we  add  the  government 
grant  for  the  year,  we  have  $27,126.83  as  the  total  amount  paid  to 
teachers  from  all  sources,  making  for  each  teacher  employed,  irres- 
pective of  grade,  an  average  sum  of  about  8256.00. 

I  heartily  endorse  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  article  on  "  The 
Annual  Examination  of  Teachers,"  contn,ined  in  the  Joui^Tial  of  Educor 
tion  for  October  last  past.  Many  of  the  candidates  who  present 
themselves  for  examination  are  mere  children  in  age  and  experience, 
whose  want  of  success  is  largely  attributable  to  a  *' palpable  and 
generic  lack  of  rudimentary  knowledge:*'  Some  of  those  who  have 
succeeded  in  obtaining  licenses  have  not  the  foxmdation  of  their  edu- 
cation laid  sufficiently  broad  and  deep  to  enable  them  to  achieve  as 
freat  success  in  the  school-room  as  could  be  desired.  A  higher  stan- 
ard  of  examination  at  the  present  stage  of  our  school  system  is 
necessary. 

The  school  accommodation  in  most  sections  is  sufficientb  In 
Meadowvale  section  a  commodious  school-house  has  been  erected 
during  the  year.     In  several  other  sections  the  school^buildings  have 
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undergone  extensive  repairs.  The  Commissioners  of  Schools  for 
Annapolis  East  on  my  recommendation  condemned  the  school-honses 
in  Clarence  Centre  and  Brooklyn  West  sections, — their  decision  to 
take  effect  on  the  3 1st  day  of  October,  A.D.  1879. 

In  most  of  the  school-rooms  the  fumitnre  is  suitable.  Every  year 
binngs  about  an  improvement  in  this  particular  in  !K)me  sections  in 
the  County.  A  very  few  school-houses  are  furnished  with  desks  and 
nents  of  an  antiquated  type.  The  supply  of  apparatus,  however,  in 
the  rural  sections  especially,  is  too  limited:  In  most  instances  it 
consists  of  blackboard,  the  hemispheres,  and  map  of  Nova  Scotia.  I 
would  strongly  recommend  that  some  measures  be  taken  whereby  it 
shall  be  compulsory  for  all  sections  participating  in  the  public  grants 
to  furnish  their  school-rooms  with  a  certain  specified  portion,  at  least, 
of  the  articles  enumerated  under  Section  84  of  the  School  Manual. 

The  attendance  at  school  falls  very  far  short  of  what  it  should  be. 
During  the  Winter  Term  the  percentage  of  pupils  daily  present  at 
school  was  nearly  mxty,  while  during  the  Summer  Term  it  was  less 
than  Jiftj/'Seven.  The  number  of  children  between  five  and  fifteen 
years  of  age  reported  not  at  school  in  sections  having  schools  is  602 
(luring  the  Winter  Term,  and  GIG  during  the  Summer  Term.  This 
state  of  things  is  a  blot  upon  our  system  of  free  schools.  It  is  no 
doubt  caused  in  some  instances  by  poverty,  but  in  most  cases  I  believe 
it  to  be  the  result  of  indifiference  and  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
parents.  There  has  been  no  improvement  in  attendance  at  school  for 
years  past,  and  judging  by  the  past  we  haVe  no  guarantee  that  there 
will  be  any  change  for  the  better  in  the  future.  The  ordinary  incen- 
tives to  improvement  having  failed  to  accomplish  the  desired  result, 
would  it  not  be  judicious  to  have  recourse  to  an  extraordinaiy  remedy  ? 
The  enlightened  sentiment  of  this  County  is,  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge, largely  in  favor  of  a  judicious  legislative  enactment  enforcing 
attendance  at  the  public  schools.  The  Commissioners  of  Schools  on 
more  than  one  occasion  in  the  ptist  have  unanimously  recommended  it 

I  have  endeavored  to  pay  an  official  visit  to  every  free  school  in 
the  County  each  term,  the  results  of  which  will  be  found  in  my  notes 
of  inspection  for  the  year.  In  two  cases  only  -were  no  visits  paid.  In 
Roxbnry  section  the  school  closed  for  the  term  previous  to  the  summer 
vacation  without  my  knowledge,  in  consequence  of  which  I  was 
unable  to  inspect  it.  An  evening  school  which  was  in  operation  in 
Karsdale  section  during  a  portion  of  the  Summer  Term  was  not  visited 
for  the  reason  that  it  had  closed  previous  to  my  tour  of  inspection  to 
that  part  of  the  County. 

Tne  County  Academy  has  been  in  successful  operation  daring  the 
year.  The  attendance  has  been  good  for  that  Institution,  but  not  as 
great  a.s  it  ought  to  have  been.  As  previously  reported  very  few  non- 
residents of  the  section  in  which  it  is  located,  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  advantages  which  it  offers.  They  do  not  patronize  the  County 
Academy  for  the  reason  that  greater  advantages  are  afforded  at 
the  denominational  and  special  Academies  for  no  larger  expenditure  of 
money.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  ordinary  County  Academies  throughout 
the  Province  are  of  much  benefit  beyond  the  limits  of  the  sections  in 
which  they  are  situated.    They  certainly  give  the  sections  having 
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them  a  great  advantage,  pecuniary  and  otherwise,  over  other  sections 
fjqually  deserving. 

The  A  Returns  for  the  year  have  been  tolerably  well  filled  out 
Many  of  them  are  models  of  neatness  and  correctness.  A  few  only 
have  contained  errors  as  far  as  could  be  det-ected.  In  two  instances 
they  have  been  sent  back  for  completion.  The  B  returns  are  no 
better  than  in  former  years.  The  Income  and  Expenditure  Tables  are 
a  source  of  trouble  to  trustees.  The  data  furnished  thereby  can  be 
regarded  merely  as  an  approximation  to  the  truth.  A  revision  and 
simplification  of  the  forms  now  in  use  would  doubtless  be  beneficial. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  convinced  that  the  past  year  has  been,  all 
things  considered,  one  of  educational  prosperity.  The  unprecedent- 
edly  large  number  of  schools  in  operation  affords  cause  for  encouiage- 
ment.  Unanimity  prevails  among  the  people  in  general  in  carrying 
out  the  main  principles  of  the  law.  Simplify  the  school  returns,  raise 
the  standard  of  examination,  make  it  imperative  on  sections  to  furnish 
a  more  liberal  supply  of  apparatus,  and  enforce  a  more  regular  attend- 
ance at  school,  and  the  good  sense  of  the  people  will,  I  believe,  consider 
the  change  beneficial. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  S*  Morse. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


antigonish  county. 

A.  McIsAAc,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the  Schools  of 
this  County  for  the  year  ended  31st  October,  1878. 

In  the  Winter  Term  60  sections  had  school,  and  in  the  Summer 
Term  73,  employing  respectively  the  following  number  and  grades  of 
teachers. 

Winter  Term.  Summer  Tjsrm* 

15  Grade  B,  Male.  13  Grade  B,  Male. 


21 

C,     " 

18 

(( 

C,      " 

11 

D.     " 

9 

CI 

D,     •• 

13 

C,  Female. 

1 

t 

B,  Female. 

7 

D,     " 

14 

it 

c.    •• 

9 

E,     " 

9 

u 

D.     " 

18 

IK 

E,      « 

The  above>  together  with  the  abstracts  already  forwarded  to  }*onr 
office,  will  furnisn  an  idea  of  the  condition  of  our  schools  in  point  of 
statistics. 

During  the  year  two  new  sections  were  formed — one  at  St* 
Joseph  *s,  the  other  at  Rear  Lake  vale.  In  each  a  school  is  in  operation 
this  term. 
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In  past  years  I  had  occasion  almost  invariably  to  complain  of 
the  attendance  at  school — the  number  of  teachers  holding  the 
inferior  Graded  of  License  employed — and  the  provision  generally 
made  by  rate-piayers  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the  proper  support  of 
schools.  I  regret  to  admit  the  same  grounds  of  complaint  still  exist, 
and  are  likely  to  continue  until  removed  by  some  change  in  our 
educational  system.  The  facilities  at  present  afforded  to  Grade  D, 
and  to  Grade  E  particularly,  contribute  much  to  prevent  needed 
improvement.  So  lon^  as  many  sections  are  disposed  to  hire  teachers 
regardless  of  every  consideration  but  low  salary,  schools  must  be 
inefficiently  conducted.  Under  such  circumstances  the  teachers  of 
high  attainments  gradually  quit  their  field  of  usefulness,  and  leave 
their  places  to  be  occupied  by  those  of  inferior  grade,  in  whose  hands 
progress  beyond  an  elementary  smattering  is  impossible.  You  will 
observe,  by  the  foregoing  figures,  that  last  term  18  Grade  E  were 
employed — double  the  number  on  the  list  the  preceeding  term.  Such 
a  rapid  increase,  where  a  decrease  was  desirable,  does  not  bespeak  a 
very  hopeful  appreciation  by  trustees  and  parents  of  the  educational 
duties  they  are  expected  io  perform.  Unless  something  is  done  to 
secure  justice  to  efficient  teachers  and  pupils — for  they  are  the  parties 
unfairly  affected — by  way  of  enforcing  preference  to  the  advanced 
grades,  our  common  schools,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  will  shortly  be 
left  to  the  management  of  teachers  whose  sei-vices  only  exceptional 
circumstances  could  justify.  Allowance,  however,  ought  to  be  made 
for  last  year.  The  "  hard  times "  which  reached  every  person,  and 
rendered  **  cheapness  "  in  general  necessary,  obliged  several  sections  to 
be  content  with  "  cheap  "  teachers  also. 

I  have  to  state  that  we  have  a  number  of  excellent  teachers  still 
on  the  staff:  Wherever  they  are  employed,  ample  proof  is  aflforded 
that  on  them  substantial  progress  mainly  depends. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Commissioners, 
whose  intelligent  and  self-sacrificing  assistance  is  ever  readily  given. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Tours,  &:c., 

A.  McIsAAC. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Ll.D., 

Saperintendent  of  Education, 


CAPE   BRETON   COUNTY. 

Alexander  McKinnon,  Inspector, 

Sir, — I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Repoi-t  of  the  state  of 
the  schools,  and  mattei*s  connected  with  education  generally,  through- 
out the  County  of  Cape  Breton. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the  cause  of  educatiori 
w  progressing  in  this  county  very  favoumbl}',  notwithstanding  the 
unwonted  depression  of  trade,  and  the  scarcity  of  money,  for  the  last 
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few  years.  It  is  only  by  comparing  one  year  with  another  that  we 
can  more  readily  determine  our  position. 

In  the  Winter  Term  of  1877,  there  were  17  sections  having  no 
school  In  the  corresponding  Term  of  1878.  there  were  18 
sections  having  no  school,  being  4  less  than  in  1877.  In  the  Summer 
Term  of  1877,  there  were  8  sections  having  no  school,  and  in  the 
corresponding  Term  of  1878,  there  were  4,  being  4  less  than  in  1877. 

In  the  Winter  Term  of  1877,  there  were  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  (124)  teachera  employed,  89  of  whom  were  males  and  35  females. 
Of  the  males,  1  held  Grade  A  license,  27  Grade  B,  20  Grade  C,  and  41 
Orade  D.  Of  the  females,  14  held  Gi-ade  C  license,  8  Grade  D,  and  13 
Grade  E.  In  the  corresponding  Term  of  1878,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  (129)  teachers  were  employed,  of  whom  92  were 
males  and  37  females.  Of  the  males  1  held  grade  A  license,  21  Grade 
B,  21  Gmde  C,  and  49  Grade  D.  Of  the  females  16  held  Grade  C, 
11  Grade  I),  and  10  Gra<le  E,  being  an  increase  of  five  (5)  employed 
in  the  Winter  Term  of  1878  over  the  corresponding  Term  of  1877. 

In  the  Summer  Term  of  1877,  there  were  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  (134)  teachers  employed,  of  whom  88  were  males  and  40  females. 
Of  this  number  1  held  Grade  A  license,  25  Grade  B,  17  Grade  C,  and 
45  Grade  D.  Females,  IG  held  Grade  C,  14  Grade  D,  and  14  Grade 
E.  In  the  Summer  Term  of  1878,  there  were  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  (138)  teachers  employed,  of  whom  94  were  males  and  44  females. 
Of  this  number  2  held  Grade  A  license,  24  Grade  B,  20  Grade  C.  48 
D.  Females,  16  held  Grade  C,  14  Grade  D,  and  14  Grade  E,  being  an 
increase  of  9  over  the  corresponding  term  of  1877. 

In  the  Winter  Term  of  1877,  there  were  (5,307)  five  thousand, 
three  hundred  and  seven  pupils  registered,  with  an  average  attendance 
ot  (3,143)  three  thousand,  one  hundred  and  forty  three,  and  grand 
total  of  345,804.  In  the  corresponding  Term,  of  1878,  there  were 
(5,592)  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety  two  registered 
pupils,  with  an  average  attendance  of  (3,345)  three  thousand  three 
hundred  and  forty  five,  and  grand  total  of  371,327,  being  an  increase 
in  favour  of  1878  of  (285)  two  hundred  and  eighty  five  in  the  number 
registered,  and  (202)  two  hundre*!  and  two  in  the  average  attendance. 

In  the  Summer  Term  of  1877,  there  were  (5,807)  five  thousand, 
eight  hundred  and  seven  registered  pupils,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  (3,184)  three  thousand,  one  hundred  and  eighty  four,  and  grand 
total  of  days*  attendance  made  337,226.  In  the  corresponding  Term 
of  1878,  there  were  (6,1C5)  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
pupils  registered,  with  an  average  attendance  of  (3,359)  three  thousand 
thrive  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  and  a  grand  total  days'  attendance  made 
372,940,  being  an  increase  of  (358)  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight  in 
favour  of  1878  in  the  number  of  registered  pupils,  and  (200)  in  average 
attendance. 

From  the  above  figures  it  can  be  easily  perceived  that  matters  are 

{)rogressing  steadily  if  slowly,  and  improvement  may  be  certainly 
ooked  forward  to. 

There  is  an  improvement  in  the  regularity  of  attendance  in  most 
schools,  but  it  is  as  yet  meagre  compared  with  the  number  shown  on 
the  register;  still  in  some  sections  tlie  increase  has  been  very  eon- 
fiidcrable.     In  the  coumUy,  generally,  children  who  are  able  to  work 
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will  be  at  times  kept  at  home,  when  tliere  is  planting,  hay-making, 
harvest,  or  good  weather  for  curing  fish.  Perhaps  in  some  cases  it  is 
necessary  for  them  to  remain  at  home,  but,  I  think,  not  nearly  to  the 
extent  they  do  now.  Inclement  weather  in  the  winter,  insufficient 
clothing  to  resist  the  cold,  distance  from  school  and  unbroken  roads, 
are  always  suflScient  reasons  for  young  children  staying  at  home  dur- 
ing that  season.  These  evils  keep  the  avei-age  down  in  many  of  the 
country  schools,  and  cannot  be  remedied  at  present.  If  the  summer 
vacation  was  left  to  the  option  of  the  trustees,  it  would  be  a  step  in 
meeting  the  evil  we  complain  of.  From  the  20th  of  July  to  the  15th 
of  August,  farmers  have  little  to  do,  consequently  have  little  reason 
to  keep  the  grown  up  children  from  school,  but  immediately  after 
vacation  hay-making  begins,  and  all  hands  who  are  able  to  wield 
either  a  scythe,  fork  or  rake,  are  commanded  to  fling  to  one  side  their 
books,  and  take  their  position  in  the  field,  thus  extending  vacation 
for  those  seven  or  eight  weeks,  diminishing  the  attendance,  and  actu- 
ally causing  a  serious  lass  of  school  time  to  the  scholars.  If  the  time 
was  left  to  the  trustees,  they  could  give  it  when  it  would  best  suit  the 
circumstances  of  each  locality  or  section. 

Reading  Books, — Teachers  complain  much  of  the  number  of  pre- 
scribed books  recently  introduced  into  the  schools — that  they  have 
much  difficulty  in  arranging  classes,  owing  to  pupils  of  equal  merit 
being  supplied,  some  with  the  Maritime  Readers,  others  with  the 
Royal  Readers,  and  not  a  few  with  the  old  Series,  causing  a  general 
confusion  in  school  and  valuable  lost  time.  The  Maritime  and  Royal 
Readers  are  good  school  books  and  a  decided  improvement  on  the  old 
series ;  but  the  preference  in  this  County  is  generally  given  to  the 
Maritime  Readers  imder  the  circumstances  that  they  are  cheaper  and 
in  other  respects  of  equal  merit. 

In  the  matter  of  school  accommodation  there  is  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  many  sections,  in  fact  in  all  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  such 
as  the  school  at  Low  Point,  Barrasois,  No  5  ;  Killkenny  Lake,  No.  7  ; 
Lewis  Bay  South,  No.  83  ;  Lewis  Bay  North,  No.  84 ;  French  Road, 
No.  75;  Big  Lake,  No.  79 ;  Sydney,  No.  1,  infant  department;  and 
Bein  Eoin,  No.  87.  The  school  rooms,  as  a  geneittl  i-ule,  are  kept 
clean  and  tidy.  In  all  cases  in  which  new  buildings  are  being  erected 
they  are  large  and  commodious,  and  furnished  with  ample  accommo- 
dation for  the  sections  in  which  they  are  situated. 

A'pparaius. — Few  schools  are  without  a  I'espectable  blackboard 
and  good  wall  maps  of  the  hemispheres  and  Nova  Scotia,  whilst  a 
considerable  number  have  maps  of  North  America,  the  British  Islands 
Europe  and  Palestine.  Globes  are  meagrely  supplied  in  schools, 
having  only  twenty-eight  in  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  schools. 

The  Sydney  AcEidemy,  with  Burgess  McKittrick,  Estj.,  A.B.,  as  head 
master,  is  giving  general  satisfaction.  There  were  44  registered  last 
term,  of  whom  32  were  studying  bookkeeping,  12  chemistry,  18  Latin, 
44  algebra,  41  geometry,  8  navigation,  6  natural  philosophy,  and  15 
Fi-ench,  with  marked  success. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  remain.  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  McKlNNON. 

David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Super  inienden  t  of  EduccU  ion. 
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closed  at  the  bemnninff  of  the  holiflavs,  while  in  the  former  a  new  one 
was  opened  in  June.  Truro  has  had  eleven  during  the  year,  and  in 
summer  had  in  employment  the  services  of  an  assistant.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  add  another  grade  to  the  Model  School  to  relieve  the  primary 
department  of  the  number  who  now  over-crowd  it,  and  to  unite  grades 
7  and  8  to  give  a  division  of  labor,  Mr.  Little  taking  the  mathematical 
branches  and  science  course,  and  Mr.  Dimock  the  English  and  classical 
studies.  By  this  union  these  gentlemen  with  their  extensive  practical 
knowledge  of  the  work,  and  their  high  attainments,  will  give  to  the 
school  a  standing,  render  its  efficiency  second  to  none  of  its  kind  in  the 
Province.  I  may  state  that  our  graded  schools  have  been,  with  the 
exception  of  two  or  three  departments,  in  a  very  satisfactory  condi- 
tion, and  are  doing  an  excellent  work. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  during  the  winter  term  was 
122.  Of  these  37  were  male  and  85  female,  holding  licenses  as 
follows : — 

A.  B.  C.  D.        E. 

Male 1  10  23  3 

Female 3  45  33         4 

In  summer  the  number  was  131.     Male  27,  female  104. 

A.  B.  C.  D.       E. 

Male 2  5  16  4 

Female 5  52  40         7 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  for  the  winter  term  was  5,328 ; 
for  the  summer  term  5.768.     The  number  present  for  some  portion  of 
the  year  was  6,806.     The  average  number  of  pupils  daily  present  for 
the  winter  term  was  3,353,  being  62.9  per  cent,  of  pupils  registered. 
The  corresponding  number  of  pupils  for  the  summer  term   was  3,554, 
being  61.6  per  eent.  of  pupils  on  register.    The  Ivst  attendance  for  the 
winter  term  we  find  in  the  school  in  Truro.   Miss  Bessie  Archibald's  de- 
partment, containing  56  pubils,  mafle  an  avemge  of  45.20,  which  gives 
80.87  per  cent  of  the  whole  school  daily  present.     Next  to  hers  stands 
Miss  Aggie  Hamilton's,  whose  percentage  reached  80.1.    Miss  Webster's 
and  Miss  Mary  Hamilton's  are  also  very  creditable,  being  respectively 
79.7  and  79.41.     Of  the  country  schools  Miss  Mary  Archibald's,  Otter 
Brook,  was  the  most  regularly  attended.     Of  35  pupils  enrolled,  an 
average  of  27.46  was  secured,  giving  a  percentage  of  78.45.     In  sum- 
mer the  highest  attendance  was  in  Miss  Webster's  department  of  the 
Model  School,  Truro.     Of  58  pupils  registered,  an  average  of  48.21 
Was  made,  giving  daily  present  for  the  term  83.1  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  school.     Next  in  order,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  is  a  country  school 
— Grum  Oak,  taught  by   Spencer  Sutherland,  where  an  average  of 
29.04  of  37  pupils  was  made,  allowing  a  percentage  of  about  80.     To 
this  Miss  Bessie  Archibald's  cf  Tiuro  follows  close  up,  showing  a  per- 
centage of  79.22.     The  most  irregular  attendance,  on  the  other  hand, 
during  the  winter  term,  was  in  Lower  Stewiacke  school.  No.  51  section. 
This  school  in  former  years,  stood  in   the  fiont  among  our  country 
schools  as  regards  efficiency  and  regularity  of  attendance,  but  of  late 
it  has  been  retrograding.     Of  42  scholars  registered,  an  average  of 
qnly  16  was  made,  being  about  39  per  cent  of  the  school  daily  pre- 
sent.    In  summer,  in  the  Stirlir>g  District,  we  find  the  attendance  in 
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It  IS  also  natural  and  sprightly,  giving  life  to  tlie  sentiment,  and 
«ome  of  the  schools  even  worse.  In  Oliver's  Bridge  section  the  per- 
centage of  the  school  daily  present  only  reached  34.94,  while  in  Tarbit 
it  was  35.25. 

It  is  to  be  rpnri'cttcd  that  we  find  in  some  sections  so  mxich  irrcffii- 
laritv  of  attendance.  I  have  visited  schools  where  not  more  than  five 
??cholai-s  M-ere  present  on  the  day  of  my  visit,  and  register  moreover 
showed  that  there  had  been  school  on  days  when  only  one  had  been 
in  attendance.  \Vhei*e  sxich  is  the  case  the  school  can  never  become  a 
success.  Many  influences  may  contribute  to  this  irregularity,  but  the 
most  striking  in  this  Coiinty  are  perhap's  the  unhappy  choice  made  by 
the  trustees  in  the  selection  of  the  teacher,  the  inaiptitude  of  the 
teacher  for  the  work,  the  little  factions  that  exist  in  sections,  and  the 
indifference  of  the  people.  If  our  trustees  looked  more  at  the  qualifi- 
cationf?  than  at  the  salary  of  the  teacher,  many  schools  would  exhibit 
better  results*  But  .so  long  as  the  salary  is  made  to  square  with  the 
poll  tax  collected  off  the  section  and  the  amount  received  from  the 
county  treasury,  regardless  of  the  aptitude  of  the  teacher  for  the  posi- 
tion, there  cannot  be  anything  but  faihire.  It  does  appear  to  me  that 
no  section  having  at  least  S40,000  ratable  pix)perty,  and  40  scholars 
between  5  and  15  yeai-s  of  age,  should  be  allowed  by  law  to  employ  a 
male  teacher  for  less  than  §150  per  term,  and  a  female  less  than  S12(X 
Such  salaries  would  secure  the  services  of  our  most  successful  and 
efficient  teachers,  would  induce  young  people  of  talent  to  enlist  in  the 
ranks  of  the  profession,  and  would  render  the  trustees  more  particular 
in  their  selection.  Such  teachers,  in  our  wealthy  sections,  would 
exert,  too,  a  stimulating  effect  on  those  teaching  in  weaker  sections 
unable  to  pav  so  much,  and  thus  we  would  secure  efficient  schools 
throughout  t\ie  country.  But  even  where  the  trustees  have  done  their 
duty,  we  sometimes  find  the  school-room  occupied  by  about  one-fourth 
of  the  scholars  that  should  be  piijsent.  There  are  factions  in  the 
factions,  and  the  little  feuds  existing  between  these  are  carried  to  the 
school,  exerting  a  baneful  influence  upon  its  order  and  discipline.  In 
Goshen,  No.  58  section,  there  are  42  children  between  5  and  15  years 
of  age  ;  though  visiting  it  every  term  it  is  in  operation,  I  have  never 
yet  met  with  any  number  of  the  same  scholars  present  on  any  two 
occa.sions  that  I  have  inspected  the  school.  The  school  has  always 
been  one  of  the  most  indifferent  character.  There  seems  to  be  wanting 
in  educational  matters  in  this  section  that  affinity  of  feeling  and 
unity  of  action  which  are  so  requisite  to  the  successful  operation  of  a 
school.  If  petty  jealousies  and  factions  are  and  must  be  maintained, 
let  them  be  kept  outside  the  schcol-room.  Do  not  allow  them  to 
interfere  with  the  harmony  of  the  school.  Where  such  is  the  case  we 
look  in  vain  for  progress. 

The  progress  made  by  the  pupils  in  the  several  branches  of  study 
have  been,  upon  the  whole,  satisfactory.  In  reading  and  writing  this 
is  especially  true.  The  improvement  in  these  branches  was  very 
marked.  Of  course  this  is  not  the  case  in  all  the  schools,  but  in  many 
our  teachers  are  making  a  very  radical  change  in  the  style  of  reading 
which  we  have  been  accustomed  to  hear  in  the  schoo'-room.  Much  of 
it  is  free  from  that  hum-drum,  mcmotonous,  school-boy  tone,  and  is 
tharactemed  by  accuracy  of  expression  and  clearness  of  er.u:ic::i'io:i. 
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bringing  the  reader  into  sympathy  with  the  mind  of  the  writer.  The 
great  mistake,  I  believe,  our  teachers  have  hitherto  made  m  teaching 
this  subject  of  study  is  in  the  manner  they  commence  with  the  young' 
children.  They  have  been  utterly  indifferent  as  to  how  the  sound  oi 
letters  and  words  were  spoken,  and  have  concerned  themselves  only 
in  " getting  the  leaaaon  aaid"  I  have  been  particular  in  calling  their 
attention  to  this  matter,  and  am  pleased  to  find  that  it  has  resulted  in 
much  good.  Many  of  the  youngest  scholars  will  read  sentences  placed 
on  the  blackboard  with  as  much  expression  a>*  if  they  were  speaking 
their  own  sentiments.  In  the  other  branches  of  study  the  improve^ 
ment,  though  not  so  marked  as  in  writing  and  reading,  is  nevertheless 
quite  creditable.  Perhaps  if  our  teachers  were  to  strive  to  have  their 
pupils  clearly  understand  what  they  study,  instead  of  memorizing^ 
more  satisfactory  results  would  be  attained.  Our  teachers,  to  accom- 
plish this  end,  must  give  up  that  slavish  adherence  to  the  text  book^ 
and  show  to  their  scholars  that  they  are  not  dependent  upon  thi» 
alone  for  their  information  upon  the  subject.  The  studv  of  grammar,, 
geography  and  history  is  in  many  of  our  schools  purely  mechanical. 
Start  the  class  on  any  division  of  the  subject,  and  on  it  will  run  until 
the  whole  has  been  overtaken  ;  but  put  a  question  on  the  subject,  and 
its  ignorance  is  wonderful.  In  the  study  of  grammar  this  unprofitable 
expenditure  of  time  and  labor,  I  think,  might  be  avoided  by  the 
teachers  furnishing  themselves  with  Swinton's  English  Qrammaiv 
revised  by  J.  B.  Calkin  of  the  Normal  School,  and  presenting?  the 
subject  to  their  scholars  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  there  treated^ 
Arithmetic  is  taught  as  given  in  the  Elementary  and  Greenleafs 
Common  School  Arithmetics.  The  unitary  method  of  treating  the 
subject,  so  far  as  I  am  aware  has  not  yet  been  attempted  by  any  of 
our  teachers.  If  they  would  pursue  this  method  of  treating  the 
subject,  I  think  many  of  the  rules  could  be  greatly  simplified,  and 
subject  the  made  much  easier  for  the  younger  and  less  advanced 
scholars  to  understand.  With  regard  to  the  numbers  pursuing  the 
study  of  the  higher  branches,  I  beg  leave  to  direct  you  to  my  abstracts 
for  any  information  you  may  desire. 

The  great  barrier  to  progress  in  many  of  our  schools  is  the  want  of 
books  and  suitable  apparatus.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  so  many  senes 
of  readers  have  been  prescribed  by  Government  for  the  use  of  our 
schools.  In  some  sections  of  country  we  find  the  three  series  used  in 
the  same  school.  To  maintain  uniformity,  I  have  recommended,  when 
new  books  require  to  be  bought,  the  teachers  to  ask  the  pupils  to  fur- 
nish themselves  with  those  of  the  Maritime  Series.  They  are  cheaper 
and  specially  adapted  to  the  schools  of  our  country.  We  have 
hitherto  been  too  much  dependent  upon  the  school  books  of  foreign 
countries ;  but  now  since  we  have  a  series  of  readers  and  text-books 
in  no  wav  inferior  to  those  of  other  countries,  got  up  by  our  own  men, 
and  admirably  suited  to  the  interests  of  our  rrovmce,  we  as  loyal 
citizens  should,  by  all  means,  give  them  the  preference.  The  Mari- 
time Series  I  consider  the  best  in  this  respect  we  have  had  yet  placed 
before  us.  Besides,  the  prices  are  such  as  will  place  them  within  the 
reach  of  all  our  people.  We  cannot  but  expect  a  scarcity  of  books  in 
the  school-room  when  parents  are  required  to  pay  sixty  and  seventy- 
five  cents  for  advanced  readers.    Our  school  system  thus  becomes  a 
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very  burdensome  tax  upon  many  of  our  people.  We  do  trust  that 
this  series  of  school  books  will  meet  with  that  circulation  it  demands. 

I  regret  very  much  indeed  that  so  little  care  is  exhibited  by  the 
secretaries  of  trustees  in  making  out  the  annual  returns.  Many  ques- 
tions are  not  answered  at  all,  while  many  that  are,  are  altogether 
unreliable.  Indeed  it  does  appear  to  me  that  the  time  has  come  when 
a  revision  of  Return  B  should  be  made,  when  many  questions  there 
asked  might  be  omitted,  and  others  of  more  importance  inscribed 
in  their  places. 

For  further  information  regarding  the  schools  in  this  county,  I 
would  beg  leave  to  direct  your  attention  to  my  abstracts  of  Returns 
A  and  B,  and  my  notes  of  inspection  herewith  submitted. 

I  would  here  embrace  the  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to 
you  for  your  prompt  and  courteous  attention  in  my  official  intercourse 
with  you,  and  also  to  the  people  in  the  county  for  their  kindness 
while  visiting  the  schools  in  their  respective  sections. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


D.  H.  Smith, 
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W.  S.  Darragh,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  of  laying  before  you  the  following  as  my 
Tenth  Annual  Report  on  the  public  schools  of  this  county.  As  no 
material  change  has  taken  place  in  our  school  affairs  during  the  year 
which  has  closed,  I  need  not  trouble  you  with  platitudes  repeating 
what  has  been  formerly  reported.  It  may  suffice  to  observe  that  the 
number  of  teachers  engaged  in  the  winter  term  was  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four  (134),  and  in  the  summer  term  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
(136),  being  an  increase  of  eleven  over  the  winter  term  of  last  year, 
and  three  less  in  the  summer  term,  making  a  net  gain  of  eight  teachers 
over  last  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  grade  of  all  the  teachers 
employed  during  the  year : — 

Term  ended  April  30th,  1878. 

Cumberland  Proper. 

Grade  A 1 

B 8 

C 55 

D 38 

E 8 


(t 


tt 


u 


110 


tt 


u 


Parr8boro\ 

Grade  B...    1 

C 10 

D .-..  8 

E 2 

21 
Assistants 3 

Total 134 
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Term  ended  Oct.  31st,  1878. 
Cumberland  Proper.  Parrsboi'o'. 


Grade  A 1 

B 6 

C 40 

I> 41 

E 20 


(C 


Grade  B 1 

C 8 

I) 9 

E 7 


it 
tt 
ti 


25 


108 


Assistants 3 

Total 13G 

The  Abstracts  already  forwanJe<l  to  your  office  give  in  full  the 
statistical  details  of  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled,  attendance,  and  the 
receipts  and  expenditure  for  schools. 

The  general  progress  of  the  year  is  encoumging.  Two  meetings  of 
the  School  Hoard  were  held  in  Cumberland  Projx^r,  and  two  in  Parrs- 
boro'  as  well,  making  four  meetings  of  the  Commissioners  in  the  count v 
for  the  year.  The  Commissionei's  who  come  from  a  distance  think 
that  they  ought  to  be  paid  their  traveling  expenses.  Two  new  school 
sections  were  formed  during  tlie  year,  making  the  whole  number  of 
sections  one  hundred  and  fortv-Hve.  One  hundred  and  seventeen  of 
these  are  in  Cumberland  Proper,  and  twenty -eight  in  Parrsl>oro\ 

Countf/  Academy. — The  (JJounty  Academy  was  well  conducte<I 
during  the  year.  But  it  may  be  observed  that  the  advantages  which 
it  affords  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  section  where  it  is  loeatetl,  and  tlie 
county  receives  no  adetjuate  l>enefft  for  the  extra  Provincial  giant. 

Books. — The  Royal  Readei's  are  generally  used  in  the  schools  of 
this  county,  and  are  found  to  be  of  singular  utility  both  to  teacher 
and  taught,  and  I  may  add  that  it  would  be  sativsfactory  if  Swinton  & 
Calkin's  Grammar  and  Morrison's  (^omiX)siti(m  were  also  j)rescribed. 

Insubordination. — Two  cases  of  insnlx>rdination  came  under  mv 
notice  during  the  year.  In  both  shai-p  chastisement  ha«:l  been  used,  ]>ut 
no  extreme  cruelty.  It  wouhl  be  well  if  poi-sons  who  are  fond  of  suing 
or  meddling  with  school  discipline  could  be  informed  from  head-quar- 
tsrs  that  it  is  really  implied  that  the  teachei*  in  the  school-room  is 
paramount,  and  that  only  in  the  case  of  expulsion  the  law  provides  for 
the  interference  of  trustees. 

The  difl[iculty  about  the  Roslin  school  site  is  now  settled, and  anew 
house  is  to  be  completed  in  May. 

Examination. — Seventy-five  candidates  attended  the  July  exami- 
nation. This  was  just  thirty-nine  less  than  last  year.  Nineteen 
were  males  and  fifty-six  females.  Seven  applitMl  for  Grade  B,  thirty- 
one  for  C,  thirty-one  for  D,  and  six  for  E.  Only  three  rectnved  Gi'ade 
C,  seven  received  D,  and  fifteen  i^ceived  E.  Fiftv  of  the  seven tv-five 
failed  !  It  is  expected,  and  it  W(juld  conduce  to  the  oixler  and  succt>fss 
of  our  schools  generally,  in  this  county,  if  teachers  would  exei*cise  a 
little  more  care  over  the])upils  during  recess,  in  the  play-ground,  and 
when  coming  to  and  leaving  school.  However,  most  of  the  teachers 
employed  during  tl>e  year  were  painstaking  and  fairly  successful  in 
the  discharge  of  their  important  duties. 

Very  respectfully  yours. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D.,  W.'  S.  Darragh. 

.    SiipQvinUndent  of  Education. 


DIGBY    COUNTY.  2S 


DIGBY  COUNTY.— DISTRICT  OF  CLARE. 

Rev.  Eugenie  D'Hommee,  Inspector, 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  my  report  upon  the  state 
of  public  instruction  in  the  District  of  Clare,  for  the  school  year  just 
closed. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  for  the  last  four  months,  the  first  of  my 
inspectorship,  I  found  a  moral  support,  not  only  on  the  part  of  those 
who  were  so  well  interested  on  my  behalf,  but  also  on  the  part  of  the 

f)eople,  who,  rejecting  all  peraonal  interests  and  restricted  views,  were 
ooking  for  the  welfare  of  their  children.  All  of  those  desirous  to 
give  some  impulsion  to  education  in  Glare,  will  help  me  to  raise  up  the 
standard  of  education  from  an  inferior  degree  to  a  higher  one,  more 
suitable  to  their  wishes ;  for,  although  the  con:mercial  depression  tliat 
bears  so  strongly  upon  the  whole  community  is  affecting  the  economy 
of  our  schools,  yet  I  may  say  that  the  |)eople  are  making  generous 
etfoft^s  to  keep  up  their  noble  work — the  education  of  their  children. 

A  glance  at  the  statistical  tables  will  give  you  a  synoptical  view  of 
the  standing  of  the  schools.     I  Iwg  only  to  pailicularize  a  few  points. 

School  Sections  and  Houses. — None  of  the  schools  or  sections  in 
the  district  were  inspected  during  the  year  till  towards  the  end  of 
August,  the  time  at  which  I  entered  upon  my  labors.  I  do  not  know 
if  there  was  a  Board  of  Trustees  by  which  the  school  law  was  fully 
carried  out.  A  great  many  of  them  at  least  had  left  it  aside  in  regjird 
both  to  the  election  of  trustees  and  the  annual  report  on  school  finances. 
This  was  generally  omitted,  and  was,  of  course,  the  source  of  incessant 
difficulties.  My  first  care  was  to  encourage  every  noble  effort,  and  to 
energetically  repress  everything  wrong,  so  that  the  transgressors 
should  be  compelled  to  observe  the  stiitutes.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
seveiul  Boards  of  Trustees  have  already  kept  the  legal  form .  in 
their  proceedings,  whilst-  the  Board  of  Conmiissionei's  unanimously 
agreed  at  the  last  meeting,  by  a  positive  resolution,  to  enforce  its 
observance  for  the  future.  Three  sections  Thibault,  No.  27,  Harlem, 
Ko.  24,  and  New  Jerusalem,  No.  28,  are  still  without  a  suitable  school 
house.  I  visited  the  former  twice,  and  lieiiran  some  arran^jements  for 
the  acquisition  of  a  ground.  I  hope  that  there  will  be  a  school  in 
summer.  With  a  very  few  exceptions  the  other  school-houses  are  in 
a  tolerably  good  condition  with  sufficient  accommodation.  The  new 
school-house  in  Beaver  River  is  now  completed ;  it  is  a  splendid  build- 
ing, very  creditable  to  the  section,  and  veiy  well  pFOvided  for  agra<led 
school.  The  amount  of  money  expended  in  building,  by  the  section,  is 
over  $1900.  The  school  was  inaugurated  last  spring,  and  kept  for  the 
whole  term. 

No  new  section  was  added  this  year  to  the  number  already  existincj. 
However  the  trustees  of  Meteghan,  No.  1),  desirous  otf  improving  the 
educational  condition  of  the  young  men  in  this  section,  are  going  to 
have  an  evening  school  for  the  winter,  with  a  duly  licensed  teacher,  as 
the  law  requires. 
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Teachers  employed, — There  were  in  operation  during  the  winter 
term  23  departments  in  21  sections,  and  during  the  summer  term  27 
departments  in  24  sections.  The  following  table  indicates  the  number, 
grade,  and  sex  of  teachers  employed : — 


WINTER  TERM. 

SUlfMEB  TERM. 

Teachers. 

Number  in  Grade. 

Number  in  Grade. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

• 

o 
H 

8 

15 

1 

6 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

3 

O 

H 

Male 

3 

2 

5 
3 
1 
1 

10 

•  •  •  . 

8 

•  •  •  • 
2 

10 

.  •  •  • 

2 

2 
6 

7 
1 
1 

•  •  •  • 

9 

•    •    .    a              " 

Female 

2 

9 

«  •  •  • 

4 
13 

ia 

Assistants,  male . . 

1 

"          female 

•      •      •     • 

2 

3 

8 

•     •      •     • 

•4 

12 

H 

30 

2 

36 

One  of  those  teachers  spent  a  few  months  in  the  Normal  School ; 
eighteen  among  the  teachers  employed  during  the  summer  term  were 
duly  licensed,  the  others  got  a  permissive  license.  The  number  of 
permissive  licenses  granted  during  the  present  winter  term  is  compar- 
atively restricted.  Although  some  of  trie  teachers  show  a  griat  deal 
of  aptitude  for  teaching,  and  are  to  a  certain  extent  devoted  to  their 
profession,  yet  a  very  small  number  have  a  regular  mode  of  teaching, 
and  consequently  the  progress  of  the  pupils  is  very  slow.  It  is  with 
the  purpose  of  bringing  a  remedy  to  this  deficiency  that  I  advised  four 
of  our  young  teachers  to  go  to  the  Normal  School  in  Truro. 

At  the  close  of  the  winter  tenn  seven  teachers  only  held  a  public 
examination  of  the  pupils,  whilst  in  the  summer  term  we  find  fifteen. 
A  sufficient  publicity  is  generally  given  to  such  examinations,  but  the 
number  of  parents  and  visitors  is  always  small,  sometimes  only  two 
or  three. 

Tea^chers*  Salaries, — ^The  aggregate  sectional  salary  of  teachers  and 
assistants  is  S3987.10,  that  is  nearly  82000  less  than  it  was  two  years 
ago.  This  difierence  seems  to  have  its  cause  in  the  commercial  depres- 
sion which  bears  upon  this  country. 

Sectional  expenditure, — The  whole  sectional  expenditure  for  the 
year,  according  to  the  trustees'  Return  B,  was  $4433.37.  Of  this  sum 
$3987.10  go  towards  the  salary  of  teachers,  and  the  remainder,  $446.27, 
stands  to  meet  all  other  expenses  for  repairs,  fuel,  books,  cojimissions, 
&c.  I  find  here  again  a  difi^erence  of  $2200  as  compared  with  the 
same  expenses  in  1876. 

Pupils  enisled, — 1305  pupils  were  registered  at  school  during  the 
winter  term,  and  1700  during  the  summer  term,  making  the  grand 
total  days  of  attendance  88,305  for  winter,  and  104,676.5  for  summer, 
and  192,981.5  for  the  whole  year. 

The  same  stringency  which  bears  upon  the  teachei-s*  salaries^  pre- 
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vails  in  the  school-furniture.  In  several  schools  there  is  a  great  insuffi- 
ciency of  books,  and  I  beard  many  teachers  complaining  that  children 
are  passing  the  whole  school  hours  without  a  book  to  study  from.  The 
first  cause  is  the  poverty,  but  in.  a  few  sections  we  must  accuse  the 
indifference  of  parents  and  trustees.  Two  or  three  Boards,  to  my 
knowledge,  lately  made  provision  of  new  books  for  their  school.  I 
congratulate  them  on  this  improvement. 

Appatxitua. — There  are  a  few  schools  which  are  still  in  a  great 
want  of  black-boards,  maps  and  other  apparatus ;  but  apart  from  those 
exceptions,  the  sections  are  sufficiently  provided  with  those  useful 
accessories. 

School  Returns. — With  a  very  few  exceptions,  these  documents 
came  to  hand  in  a  tolerably  good  condition.  I  had  to  send  back  a  few 
for  revision.  The  Boai*d  of  Commissioners  took  measures  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  irregularity. 

Law  Amendments, — An  important  and  very  wise  addition  to  the 
law,  is  the  clause  that  requires  the  appointment  of  auditors  to  receive 
and  examine  the  accounts  of  the  section  before  going  to  the  annual 
meeting.  I  had  already  the  opportunity  to  establish  this  statute  in 
several  sections,  and  it  will  be  the  means  of  preventing  numerous 
difficulties.  I  saw  by  the  Journal  of  Ed/acation  that  a  new  edition 
is  to  be  published:  that  is  very  desirable,  for  a  great  many  of 
of  trustees  and  teachers  are  very  ignorant  about  the  statutes,  and,  of 
course,  cannot  carry  them  out  properly. 

I  feel  a  deep  regret  that  the  Candida  School  Journal  has  not  been 
received  at  once  more  favorably  in  this  District,  even  by  the  English 
teachers.  I  hope,  nevertheless,  that  in  a  short  time,  instruction  being 
improved,  will  enable  both  teachers  and  pupils  to  appreciate  its  advan- 
tages. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 


To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

Eugenie  D'Hommee. 


DIGBY  COUNTY.— DISTRICT  OF  DIGBY. 
[no  report  received.] 
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GUYSBORO'  COUNTY. 

William  Hartshorne,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
annual  report  on  the  general  state  of  education  thmughout  the  county, 
for  the  year  ended  October  ^Ist,  1878. 

Owin;^'  to  recent  sulvdi visions,  the  number  of  school  sections  has 
increased  from  88  to  92,  viz :  three  in  the  District  of  Guysboro',  and 
one  in  the  District  of  St.  Mary's,  bavinir  been  created  at  the  November 
meetin<c  of  the  Board  in  1877.  Coddle's  Harlx)r,  No.  51,  and  lieserve 
Road,  No.  52,  have  erected  buildings,  and  had  a  school  in  operation 
during  the  Summer  Term.  At  the  semi-annual  meeting  in  May  last, 
the  Settlement  of  Bicj  and  Little  Dover  was  constituted  a  school 
section. 

Schools  have  been  conducted  some  part  of  the  year  in  seventy- 
eight  sections,  out  of  the  ninety-two  sections  of  the  county,  the  fol- 
lowing fourteen  sections  have  been  wholly  without  schools,  viz: — 
Glencoe,  Chapel,  Half  Island  Cove,  White  Head,  No.  21,  Yankee 
HarV>or,  Country  Harbor,  No.  44,  Fisherman's  Harbor,  and  Dover, 
District  of  Guysboro',  Upper  West  River,  Trafalgar,  Ecum  Secum, 
Goose  Island,  Holland's  Harbor,  and  Two  Mile  Lake,  District  of  St. 
Mary's.  In  ten  of  these  sections  there  are  no  school-houses,  and 
although  efforts  have  been  made  to  induce  the  people  to  erect  houses, 
and  the  Board  of  Commissioners  has  offere<l  to  retain  the  county  fund 
to  aid  in  their  erection,  yet  little  or  nothing  is  being  done,  and  the 
children,  numbering  about  200,  are  left  without  education. 

Schools  in  Operation. — Of  the  92  sections,  31  had  no  school  during 
the  Winter,  and  20  no  school  during  the  Summer  Term.  There  were 
in  session  an  aggregate  of  7734  days  in  Winter,  and  8050  during  the 
Summer  Term,  making  a  yearly  of  1G,303,  Ijeing  an  increase  of  1814 
days  over  the  preceding  year.  During  the  Winter  Term  the  number 
of  registered  pupils  was  3208,  of  this  number  178.5.09  were  daily 
present  on  an  average  for  time  in  session.  During  the  Summer  Term 
the  number  of  registered  pupils  was  3.')28,  of  this  number  1822.74 
were  daily  present  on  an  average  for  time  in  session,  being  51.1)4  of 
the  numlK-r  registered.  The  number  of  children  at  school  some  portion 
of  the  vear  was  44.5.5,  and  in  the  vear  1877,  400.5.  These  fio^iires  shew 
an  increase  of  3G0  children  at  school  some  portion  of  the  year.  In 
this  respect,  I  am  happy  to  say,  we  are  making  progress.  In  sections 
havin^^  schools — according  to  the  trustees  retiuns — there  were  548  in 
the  Winter,  and  758  in  the  Summer  Term,  between  5  and  15  veai*s  of 
ag(?  not  at  school  during  the  year.  I  again  state  my  conviction,  that 
some  judicious  measure  compelling  the  attendance  of  each  child,  some 
portion  of  the  year,  would  have  a  very  beneficial  effect.  The  aggregate 
att(Midance  during  the  Winter  Term  in  many  sections,  was  much  larger 
than  usual,  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  mildness  of  the  season, 
and  the  prevalence  of  health  in  nearly  all  t^e  sections. 

Durinu:  the  Winter  Term  the  L^rand  total  davs'  attendance  was 
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195,895  days,  being  an  increase  over  the  Winter  Term  of  1877,  of  37,085 
days;  in  the  Summer  Term  it  was  192,208,  being  an  increase  over  the 
Summer  Term  of  1877,  of  27,180  days.  The  proportion  erf  the  popula- 
tion at  school  during  the  Winter  Term  was  1  in  5.1G;  in  the  Summer 
Term  1  in  4.70 ;  and  for  the  year  1  in  3.72. 

In  the  Winter  Term  there  were  72  teachers — two  being  substitute^ 
— and  in  the  Summer  Term  81  teachers. 

The  Grade  and  Sex  of  teachers  employed  are  as  follows : 

Winter  Term. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Grade  A. .  . 
B. . . 

V_'  .   .   . 

"      D... 

9 

.      .      •           m^ 

.  .  .  A  A. 
.  .  •    •) 
.  ..    1 

Grade  B 

"       C 

"      D 

"       E 

..  1 
.15 
.25 
.11 

Males  . . 
Females 

Both 

....20 

.   .    .    .  O  »u 

72 

20  52 

Summer  Term. 

Grade  A 1         Grade  B —  Males 21 

B 11  "       (; 17  Females  ....  (JO 

C 8  "      D 28  — 

D 1  "       E 15  Both 81 

21  60 

This  shows  an  increase  of  1  Grade  A,  4  Grade  B,  1  Grade  D,  and  4 
Grade  E,  as  compared  with  the  Winter  Term  of  1877.  In  the  Summer 
Term  tln^re  was  a  decrease  of  1  Grade  A  and  2  Grade  E,  and  an  increase 
of  2  Grade  D,  1  Grade  C,  and  3  Grade  D,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
Summer  Term. 

The  progress  made  in  many  of  our  schools  during  the  year  has  been 
very  satisfactory,  especially  in  those  sections  where  efficient  teachei^s 
have  been  empl()ye<l,and  retainiMl  froui  term  to  term.  In  many  others 
little  or  no  progress  can  be  perceived.  We  have  a  number  of  teachers 
— both  male  and  female — who  take  great  interest  in  their  work,  but 
they  are  not  retainetl  long  enough  in  the  same  section.  In  many 
sections  a  pai'simonious  vote  of  the  rate-payers,  rendei*s  the  engage- 
ment of  efficient  teachers  impossible,  and  discourages  them  from 
remaining  in  the  profes.si(»n.  If  we  wish  competent  teachers  to  remain 
in  the  profession,  they  must  be  paid  liberally. 

The  County  Academy,  with  the  Prepamtory  and  Elementary 
Departments,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Parsons,  has  been  in 
constant  operation,  and  very  well  conducted  during  the  year.  The 
benefits  conferred  are  very  largely  confined  to  the  section  in  which  it  is 
situated.  The  pupils  are  very  well  graded,  and  have  made  very  fair 
progress. 

The  Graded  Schools  in  Cape  Canso  and  Port  Mulgrave,  District  of 
Guvsboro' ;  Sherbrooke  and  Goldenville,  District  of  St.  Marv's ;  have 
been  very  well  conducted  during  the  year,  and  fair  progress  made. 
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These  schools  are  generally  well  supplied  with  books  and  the  neces- 
sary requisites. 

Books, — The  number  of  different  reading  books  in  some  of  our 
schools  has  become  a  great  evil.  In  several  sections  that  I  visited 
during  the  Summer  Term,  I  found  the  "  Nova  Scotia  Series/*  "Royal" 
and  "Maritime  Readers;"  and  in  one  school  the  whole  three  series  in  a 
class  of  eight  pupils.  It  is  a  great  annoyance  both  to  teachers  and 
pupils,  to  nave  so  many  different  reading  books ;  classes  are  multiplied 
and  time  wasted.  Better  adopt  one  good  reading  book,  and  exclude 
all  the  others.  The  rate-payers  of  nearly  all  tne  sections  in  this 
county,  make  no  provisions  for  books,  but  leave  the  matter  to  the 
parents ;  who  generally,  without  consulting  the  teacher,  purchase  any 
of  the  authorized  series  they  think  proper. 

In  many  of  our  schools  CampbelFs  History  of  Nova  Scotia  has 
been  introduced,  but  I  have  found  many  teachers  who  do  not  like  the 
work.  During  the  Summer  Term  I  found  Calkin's  History  and 
Geography  of  Nova  Scotia  in  many  of  our  schools,  and  have  called 
the  attention  of  the  teachers  to  the  fact,  that  this  book  has  not  yet 
been  authorized  by  the  Coimcil  of  Public  Instruction  to  be  used  in  the 
schools.  In  reference  to  the  supply  of  books,  &c.,  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  I  can  report  but  little  or  no  improvement  during  the  year. 

(hit'hoiufes. — In  nothing  have  I  met  with  more  discouragement 
than  the  carelessness  of  tne  trustees  and  people  in  regard  to  out- 
buildings. In  some  few  sections  proper  buildings  have  been  erected, 
some  few  of  which  are  kept  in  proper  order.  But  in  a  great  majority 
of  the  sections  the  rate-payers  will  make  no  provision  for  their  erection, 
and  many  sections  have  not  even  shelter  of  any  description.  In  78 
sections  having  school  during  the  year,  only  about  17  have  out-houses 
of  any  description. 

School  Houses, — Durinn;  the  year  three  new  houses  have  been 
erected  and  finished  on  the  exterior,  viz.:  in  Section  No.  20,  Cape 
Canso;  No.  25,  Langs  River;  and  No.  52,  Reseau  Road.  The  two 
former  are  neat  and  commodious  buildings,  and  capable  of  accom- 
modating from  40  to  CO  pupils  each.  The  latter  is  a  log  building,  but 
very  comfortable.  The  people  of  this  section  are  very  poor ;  but  had 
a  school  in  operation  during  the  Summer  Term.  I  very  much  regret 
that  the  school  house  in  Sand  Point,  Section  No.  39,  D.,  was  set  on  fire 
and  destroyed  by  some  person  or  persons  during  the  summer  vacation ; 
but  as  yet  the  trustees  have  not  been  able  to  discover  the  guilty  parties. 
Several  sections  have  had  the  old  wall  desks  and  seats  removed,  and 
others  substituted,  made  after  the  Dawson  pattern.  One  section — at 
the  last  annual  meeting — made  provision  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
building  the  ensuing  summer.  In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that 
educational  matters  are  making  progress ;  more  schools  were  in  opera- 
tion during  the  year  than  usual,  and  an  increasing  interest  seems  to 
be  manifested  by  the  people  generally  throughout  the  county. 

I  remain,  yours  respectfully, 

Wm.  Hartshorne. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

SupeHntendent  of  Education,  Halifax. 
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HALIFAX  COUNTY, 

HiNKLE  Condon,  Inspector. 

Sir, — My  report  on  the  public  schools  of  HaJifax  County  for  1878 
must  necessarily  bo  brief,  as  I  was  engaged  in  the  Education  office  for 
nearly  eight  months  of  the  year. 

During  the  months  of  March  and  April  the  Bev«  A.  B.  Dickie, 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  visited  for  me  all  the  schools  of  the  Eastern 
District,  and  I  may  here  remark  that  this  jgentleman  has  rendered 
much  valuable  service  by  frequent  and  informal  visiting  of  some 
sections  which  required  careful  and  patient  management  in  order  to 
get  a  house  built  and  a  school  organized. 

The  schools  of  the  Rural  District  were  visited  by  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Simpson,  and  several  in  the  Western  Distiict  by  the  Rev.  Alexander 
Stuart. 

Although  it  was  the  20th  of  June  before  I  could  begin  the  work 
of  personid  inspection  for  the  Summer  Term,  the  schools  of  the 
county,  with  two  exceptions,  were  all  visited. 

Houses. — A  new  house  has  been  erected  in  each  of  the  following 
sections,  Dutch  Yillarge  in  the  Rural  district,  Kirk's  in  the  Eastern, 
and  Herring  Cove  in  the  Western,  the  latter  with  two  departments^ 
being  lar^  and  commodious. 

iScAacMs.— It  is  pleasant  to  note  an  increase  in  the  number  as  com-   * 
pared  with  last  year,  which  will  be  seen  by  a  glance  at  the  following 
figures : — » 

Winter  Term.  Summer  Term. 

1877 112 116 

1878 116-., 121 

Pupils  registered. — Winter  Term,  5,233;  Summer  Term,  5,503; 
Pupils  at  school  for  some  portion  of  the  year,  6996 ;  No.  of  children 
betweenTand  13  years  of  age  in  sections  having  school,  not  at  school 
in  Winter  Term,  1033;  Summer  Term,  1245.  Of  the  127  sections 
only  10  had  no  school  during  any  portion  of  the  year ;  these  were  all 
in  the  Eastern  and  Western  district^  and  justice  to  the  county  demands 
the  explanation  that,  with  two  exceptions,  all  are  very  poor  and  scat- 
tered settlements,  making  an  avei'age  of  not  more  than  twelve  children^ 
Every  section  in  the  Rural  district  had  a  school  in  operation  for  the 
Summer  Term. 

Teachers  and  Grades. 


WlXIBB  TXBM. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

2 

10 

68 
SomiKk  TsMt. 

41 

7 

• 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

1 

11 

63 

41 

14 

30 
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Tlio  estimate  in  the  tabic  appended  is  liftsed  upon  my  notes  of 
inspection. 


GUADES. 


Vf.ky  Good. 


Good. 


Fair. 


Poor. 


B. 
C. 
I). 
E. 


4 
11 


3 

17 
0 
2 


3 

15 
12 
3 


»   »   •  • 

10 
16 
0 


Teachers'  Examixatiox,  July,  1878. 


A. 


B.  I  C. 


No.  of  candidates !  2 

Xo.  who  obtained  grade  sought I   1 

Ko.  who  obtained  license  of  some  grade.    1 


12 

77 

57 

8 

3 

2 

2 

0 

4 

G 

11 

21 

15G 

8 

43 


Reading. — This,  on  tlie  whole,  has  improved  considerably,  espe- 
cially since  the  introduction  of  the  Ttoyal  and  Maritime  Readers.  Ihe 
lessons  arc  well  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  our  schools,  and  are  so 
•  amply  furnished  with  explanatory  notes  that  due  care  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher  must  ensure  intelligent  reading. 

Spcllivg  avd  Dcjiyiifions.-^lhfivc  Rhvays  urged  the  necessity  of 
careful  attention  to  this  matter,  because  so  many  cases  have  come 
\inder  my  notice  in  which  the  mechanical  reading  was  very  fair,  but 
where  examination  elicited  the  fact  that  ignorance  of  the  meaning  of 
Words  rendered  the  scholars  incaj^alde  of  understanding  the  h^sson. 

TfrifiTir;.-— Generally,  instruction  in  writing  is  not  so  carefully 
given  as  it  should  be,  and  in  some  cases  teachers  are  emban-asscd  for 
want  of  proper  stationery.  This  is  more  to  be  regrett<id,  as  no  subject 
taught  in  our  common  schools  gives  more  tangible  proof  of  neat  and 
systematic  work  on  the  part  of  teacher  and  pupils. 

Gramviar. — If  teachers  would  take  as  much  pains  in  the  practical 
application  of  grammatical  principles  colloquially,  as  they  now  do  in 
the  subtleties  of  parsing,  the  improved  speech  of  the  children  would 
soon  bear  witness  to  the  fact. 

Arithmcflc. — Decided  advancement  has  been  made  in  this  study* 

Geography. — I  cannot  report  much  improvement. 

City  Schools. — My  time  has  been  so  limited  that  I  have  only  been 
able  to  visit  90  out  of  105  of  these  schools.  In  a  majority  of  cases  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  noting  the  order  as  unexceptional )le  ;  attention  to 
Work  good,  an<l  the  general  progress  very  satisfactory.  The  teachers 
appeared  to  be  painstaking,  interested  in  their  work  and  willing  to 
receive  any  useful  suggestions.  Any  further  details  would  be  super- 
fluous, as  they  are  fully  given  in  the  Report  of  the  City  Board. 

Allow  mc  respectfully  to  suggest  that  the  law  w^hich  says  that 
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"Every  male  person  twenty-one  yeai-s  of  age  or  upwards,  having 
resided  in  a  section  for  the  period  of  six  months  next  previous  to  the 
levyin*]:  of  the  assessment,  shall  be  assessed  and  shall  pa\'^  the  sum  of 
one  dollar  as  a  poll-tax/'  be  amended,  so  that  it  may  be  collected  at 
once.  Such  an  amendment  would  render  available,  especially  in  our 
Shore  sections,  quite  an  amount,  the  payment  of  which  is  now  syste- 
matically evaded. 

At  present  the  efficiency  of  many  teachers  is  crippled,  and  the  car- 
ryini]r  on  of  school  work  rendered  a  farce,  for  want  of  a  few  dollars' 
worth  of  books,  stationery,  maps  or  black-boarding.  An  amendment, 
empowering  the  Inspector  to  supply  whatever  is  needed  for  the  success- 
ful prosecution  of  school  work,  and  to  stop  the  amount  out  of  the 
County  Fund,  would  meet  the  difficulty.  The  law  should  be  plain 
and  unmistakable. 

In  some  way  the  Province  should  also  bo  protected  from  a  class  of 
worthless  teachers  who  go  from  county  to  county  looking  after  poor 
sections  where  thev  can  draw  the  extra  allowance,  and  who  are  invari- 
ably  marked  by  inspectors  as  "  poor  "  and  "  very  poor."  Considering 
that  we  have  good  teachers  sufficient  for  all  our  scnools,  simple  justice 
requires  that  these  poor  ones  should  be  at  once  eliminated. 

Respectfully  yours, 

H.  Condon. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Suiyerintenient  of  Education* 


HANTS  COUNTY. 

Rev.  J.  D.  McGillivray,  Inspector, 

Sir, — I  now  submit  my  annual  report  for  last  year. 

Our  border  sections  ai'e  as  formerly,  G  ;  4  on  Halifax,  1  on  King's, 
and  one  on  Lunenburg.  Wholly  within  the  county  are  now  94  sec- 
tions, of  which  3  are  on  the  border  line  between  East  and  West  Hants. 
Of  the  100  only  2  were  without  school  during  the  whole  year.  One 
of  these,  East  Uniacke,  on  a  comparatively  little  frequented  road 
between  Mount  Uniacke  and  North  Beaver  Bank,  contains  but  few 
children  and  has  never  had  school ;  but  the  children  generally,  if  not 
all,  attend  school  in  the  neighbouring  sections,  among  which  its 
families  will  likely  be  distributed.  The  other,  Coginagun,  takes  little 
interest  in  education,  but  sometimes  has  an  inferior  school. 

In  winter  our  schools  were  taught  by  100  teachers  and  1  assistant, 
and  in  summer  by  106  teachers  and  5  assistants.  Of  the  5  assistants, 
2  held  license  when  engaged,  and  2  received  license  since  the  July 
examinations.  West  Hants  employed  11  B  teachers  in  winter  and  12 
in  summer,  all  males.  East  Hants  employed  6  each  term,  5  males.  Of 
Grade  C,  West  Hants  employed  27  in  winter  and  summer,  10  in 
winter  and  8  in  summer  being  males ;   East   Hants  27   in  winter 
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and  25  in  summer,  9  of  the  former  and  6  of  the  latter  being  males.  Of 
Grade  D,  West  Hants  employed  in  winter  6,  2  males ;  and  in  summer 
10, 1  male.  East  Hants  10  in  winter  and  summer,  2  males  in  the 
former  term  and  4  in  the  latter.  Of  Grade  E,  West  Hants  employed 
3  in  winter  and  summer,  and  fiast  Hants  2  in  winter  and  5  in  summer. 
Of  the  licensed  assistants  1  held  C,  1  D. 

For  teacher's  salaries  88,673.37  were  paid  in  Winter,  $3,198.80 
coming  from  the  County  funds.  $9,065.37  were  paid  in  summer, 
$3,192.01  coming  from  the  county  funds.  Total  expenditure  by  school 
sections  for  school  purposes  in  West  Hants  $14,103.96,  in  East  Hants 
$15,401.84.  Debt  paid  off  by  West  Hants  during  the  year  $502.66,  by 
East  Hants,  $321,22.  Reported  present  indebtedness,  West  Hants 
$623.00,  East  Hants  $689.04.  Educational  ^nt  paid  out  to  teachers 
for  winter  term  $4,067.60,  for  summer  term  $4,337.12.  Total  remun- 
eration to  101  teachers  and  assistants  for  winter  term  $12,740.07,  or 
an  average  of  $116.25  to  each;  to  111  teachers  and  assistants  for 
summer  term  $13,402.49,  an  average  of  $120.74  to  each. 

Scholars  registered  in  the  schools  taught  in  West  Hants  in  vrinter 
8325,  of  whom  14  were  below  5  years  of  age,  and  328  above  15.  Boys 
1316,  girls  1000.  Total  days  attendance  made  by  all  145,454.  Average 
attendance  in  days  made  by  each  scholar,  62^.  In  summer  2507 
scholars  were  registered,  of  whom  36  were  under  5  and  130  over  15 
years  of  age.  Boys  1276,  girls  1231.  Total  days  attendance  made  by 
all  148,836.  Average  attendance  in  days  made  by  each  scholar,  59{. 
Scholars  registered  in  East  Hants  in  winter  2332,  of  whom  22  were 
Under  5  and  326  over  15  years.  Boys  1292,  girls  1040.  Total  days 
attendance  of  all  1 42,090.  Average  attendance  neariy  61  days.  In 
summer  2277  were  registered,  40  being  under  5  years,  104  over  15. 
Boys  1140,  girls  1137.  Total  days*  attendance  134,944.  Average  of 
each  about  59^  days.  Of  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age  who 
did  not  attend  school.  West  Hants  reports,  winter  term  788,  summer 
782 ;  East  Hants,  winter  482,  summer  435.  Proportion  of  the  popula* 
tion  of  the  county  at  school  in  winter  1  in  4.7,  and  in  summer  1  in  4.4. 

Most  of  the  scholars  were  taught  reading,  spelling,  arithmetic, 
writing  and  geography ;  about  one-third  were  taught  grammar,  either 
orally  or  from  the  text-book.  In  the  other  branches  specified  in  the 
returns,  the  number  engaged'  was  small.  For  the  details  under  this 
head  respecting  the  county  as  a  whole  I  refer  to  Table  YI. 

All  the  sections  were  visited  by  me  during  the  year  except  Oog- 
magun.  In  winter  the  primary  department  in  Walton  and  the  school 
in  Whale  Creek  or  East  Walton  were  not  inspected,  as  they  were 
closed  on  the  day  set  apart  for  visiting  them,  on  account  of  a  funeral* 
The  school  in  East  Tenecape  in  winter,  and  the  school  in  North  Salem 
in  summer,  wei*e  not  opened  until  after  the  date  of  my  inspection  tour« 
Compared  with  their  ordinary  condition,  the  winter  schools  generally 
were  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  state.  To  two  or  three  cases  in  West 
Hants  in  which  there  was  a  marked  falling  off  from  the  condition  of 
the  previous  term,  the  attention  of  the  Board  was  particularly  caUed. 
The  summer  schools  were  in  a  more  satisfactory  state  than  hitherto. 

I  have  directed  the  attention  of  the  Boards  to  the  practice  of  a 
good  many  teachers  of  closing  school  on  authorized  teaching  days  for 
msufficient  caases,  and  making  up  the  time  on  Saturdays.    This  prac- 
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ticc  is  not  only  illegal,  but  has  occasioned  much  annoyance  to  parents, 
dissatisfaction  and  grumbling  among  the  children,  has  interfered  with 
the  work  of  inspection,  and  resulted  in  general  loss.  We  have  already 
succeeded  in  reducing  the  dimensions  of  the  evil  very  considerably. 
The  Board  of  West  Hants  at  its  last  meeting  advanced  also  in  the 
direction  of  securing  a  better  supply  of  school-books,  maps,  &c. 

I  will  now  make  a  more  detailed  statement  in  reference  to  a  few 
of  the  subjects  taught* 

ReadiTig.^Hhis  subject  is  receiving  more  careful  and  intelligent 
attention  than  formerly.  Unfortunately  many  of  our  teachers  are 
placed  at  a  great  disadvantage  from  the  want  of  more  thorough  and 
intelligent  drill  during  their  own  preparatory  training.  The  old 
Readers  are  slowly  passing  out  of  the  schools  as  opportunity  offers  for 
introducing  the  new.  I  think  there  is  a  growing  preference  among 
the  teachers  for  the  Maritime  series  as  readers.  The  new  primers, 
which  are  a  great  improvement  on  the  old,  will  tend  still  further  to 
bring  that  series  into  favor. 

Writing, — ^This  part  of  school  work  also  is  receiving  more  careful 
attention ;  but  it  by  no  means  as  yet  receives  that  consideration  which 
its  importance  demands.  Every  teacher  ought  to  be  able  to  rive  his 
scholars  systematic  instruction  in  the  art,  and  to  criticise  intelligently 
their  work.  I  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  at  present  there  is  no 
one  point,  at  least,  beyond  which  our  teachers  could  not  pass  without 
qualifying  themselves  for  giving  efficient  instruction  in  this  branch. 
It  seems  to  me  this  might  easily  be  secured  in  the  case  of  those  who 
submit  themselves  to  formal  training  for  their  work.  Staples'  system 
is  mainly  in  use  in  our  schools ;  because  I  wish  systematic  instruction 
given,  and  the  instructions  which  the  author  of  this  system  intended 
should  go  with  it  are  easily  obtained,  and  put  into  the  hands  of 
teachei*s  and  scholars.  The  more  essential  are  printed  on  the  covers 
of  the  copies  and  above  the  headlines,  and  his  pamphlet  is  furnished 
gratis  to  teachers  through  inspectors  who  choose  to  apply  to  Messrs. 
Mackinlay  for  it. 

Arithmetic. — There  is  a  very  general  want  of  thoroughness  here. 
The  fault  lies  mainly  with  the  teacher  and  text-books  ;  although  the 
parents  are  not  clear  in  that  they  don't  keep  their  children  at  school 
as  regularly  as  they  ought,  or  take  sufficient  interest  in  their  progress. 
It  will  be  seen  from  what  I  have  already  stated,  that  on  an  average 
scholars  make  little  more  than  half  time.  Some  of  our  teachers  are 
doing  really  good  work ;  the  majority,  however,  are  rather  doing  7mtc/i 
work.  When  the  working  ground  or  principle  of  operation  changes 
so  frequently  as  in  our  text-books,  it  is  plainly  necessary,  not  only 
that  processes  be  fully  explained  and  correct  impressions  produced  on 
the  minds  of  scholars,  but  that  teachers  keep  to  one  thing  until  the 
thought  or  idea  to  be  convej^ed  or  gained  is  clearly  and  firmly  grasped 
and  assimilated.  Attention  to  the  language  in  which  the  answers  of 
scholars  are  given  is  important,  because  it  indicates  the  form  in  which 
the  subject  is  grasped.  If  the  answers  are  vague  and  indefinite,  so  are 
the  ideas ;  and  what  there  is  of  truth  in  them  is  likely  soon  to  be  lost. 
Here,  I  think,  valuable  help  might  be  gained  from  good  definitions 
and  rules  such  as  every  prescribed  text-book  on  the  general  subject 
ought  to  contain.    Although  these  are  inadequate  as  means  of  com- 
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miinicating  knowledge,  they  may  be  very  valuable  as  definite,  compre- 
hensive, suggestive  forms  in  which  to  stow  it  away  an<l  retain  it  for 
after  use.  Arithmetic  is  not  after  all  a  difficult  subject  if  properly 
approached  or  studied.  It  is  essentially  a  matter  of  addition  and 
subtraction,  multiplication  and  division.  For  the  rest,  the  scholar 
must  be  taught  that  his  main  hope  is  in  his  own  good  sense. 
Keeping  in  view  the  character  of  the  great  majority  of  our  schools, 
and  the  .short  distance  to  which  the  most  of  the  scholars  are  to 
prosecute  their  studies,  the  grand  aim  of  the  teacher  ought  to  be 
to  train  his  pupils  to  perform  these  operations  correctly  and  rapidly, 
to  judge  when  it  Is  proper  to  use  one  and  when  another,  and  to  secure 
the  thorough  mastery  of  all  the  required  scales  or  tables  of  multipliers 
and  divisors.  The  book  that  will  help  him  to  do  this  most  effectually 
^and  will  introduce  least  distracting  matter  until  this  is  done,  is,  in  my 
judgment,  the  best  suited  for  the  majority  of  our  scholars, — and  for 
all  indeed  in  the  primary  and  elementary  stages.  The  best  I  have 
seen  of  this  kind  is  Miller  s  "  Kirkland  &  Scott's  Elementary  Arith- 
metic  on  the  Unitaiy  System.*'  It  so  presents  the  .subject  that  any 
person  by  reasonable  applicaHon  can  master  anything  in  it,  while  80 
per  cent,  of  the  .scholars  would  l>e  much  bett<^'r  arithmeticians  than 
they  now  are  if  thoroughly  trained  in  the  analytic  and  synthetic,  or 
plain  common  .sense  plan  of  this  book,  even  if  they  knew  no  other.  I 
have,  therefore,  not  only  recommended  it  to  teachers  in  the  past,  but 
am  now  supplying  it  to  them  for  their  own  use.  It  furnishes  them 
w^ith  a  .system  in  accordance  with  which  they  may  require  their  pupils 
to  work  the  exerci.ses  furnished  in  their  own  text-books,  until  their 
reasoning  powers  are  cultivated  sufficiently  to  enable  them  to  grapple 
intelligently  with  the  more  varied  processes  called  for  in  more 
advanced  treatises.  Teachers  are  not  only  much  pleased  with  the 
book,  but  with  Hamblin  Smith's  mathematical  works  for  which  this  is 
preparatory.  Their  manifest  regard  for  thoroughness,  their  simple, 
natural,  scientific  treatment  of  the  subject  in  its  entirencss  generally 
calls  for  the  expression, — "  'T's  s  nnething  like  that  we  want." 

English  Grammar. — The  returns  intimate  that  a  large  number  of 
scholars  are  taught  Grauimar, — either  orally  or  from  the  text-book. 
The  oral  teaching  consists  largely  in  enabling  them  to  distinguish  the 
nouns  and  adjectives.  In  some  departments  of  our  graded  schools  all 
may  be  said  to  be  taught  from  the  text-book.  In  a  few  others  there 
is  a  fair  class;  but  in  most  any  serious  effort  to  give  systematic 
instruction  is  limited  to  about  from  one  to  six  scholars.  Reasons 
assigned :  Dislike  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  scholars  to  McCabe's 
Grammar,  which  practically  is  the  text-book  ;  and  unwillingne.ss  on 
the  part  of  parents  to  provide  books  for  their  children  on  the  ground 
that  the  study  is  unnecessary  and  would  be  a  wa.ste  of  time.  Certainly 
we  need  something  different  from  McCabe.  At  the  same  time  a  mere 
text-book  knowledge  of  grammar  is  of  little  practical  utility.  A  text- 
book of  the  ordinary  stamp  is  better  fitted  for  systematizing  know- 
ledge previously  acpuired  than  for  imparting  the  knowledge  required. 
In  any  case  it  is  difficult  to  teach  pupils  in  the  primary  and  elemen- 
tary stages  from  a  text-book,  from  the  tendency  of  the  book-presenta- 
tion to  lead  the  immature  mind  to  look  at  the  subject  too  much  tvom 
the  side  of  the  book,  and  to  rely  unduly  on  it,  instead  of  looking  at  it 
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from  the  side  of  their  own  conceptions  and  powers  of  comprehension 
•and  appropriation.  But  language,  the  vsubject-matter  of  this  study,  is 
already  in  possession  of  the  pupils,  and  the}^  are  occupied  with  it 
ever}'  day  whether  they  study  grammar  or  not.  All  require  a  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  grammar  in  order  to  he  able  to  read  intelligently 
and  criticise  what  thev  read.  Looking;  at  these  facts  to;:,'ether,  we 
conclude  :  Every  scholar  should  be  taught  grammar,  and  must  be  so 
taught  it  as  that  the  utmpst  advantage  may  be  taken  of  what  they 
ulready  possess  and  are  constantly  occupied  with. 

Fifty- five  presented  themselves  for  examination  in  July.  The 
number  of  those  who  obtained  license  is  23.  Of  this  number  two 
obtained  A,  1  B,  1  C,  4  D,  U  E. 

On  points  repeatedly  referred  to  by  some  of  my  fellow  inspectors 
accept  the  following:    • 

1.  The  general  opinion  in  Hants  seems  to  be  that  property  in  a 
section  owned  by  a  non-resident  should  be  assessed  for  the  benefit  of 
that  section.  The  law  as  it  stands  bears  heavily  on  some  of  our 
weak  est. sections. 

2.  The  autumn  meetinirs  of  the  Board  for  East  Hants  have  been  a 
failure  for  two  years.  In  1877  two,  and  in  1878  one  came  up.  It 
may  almost  l>e  said  to  be  by  an  accident  that  we  got  a  quorum  iu 
West  Hants  last  spring.  "  Something  must  be  done.'*  Perhaps  some 
may  think  that  as  we  have  to  get  on  without  the  meetings  so  often, 
we  can  get  on  without  them  altogether,  and  some  more  simple  and 
reliable  agency  provided. 

3.  The  greatest  interference  with  our  attendance  occasioned  by  the 
holidays  seems  to  arise  from  our  having  them  at  all  in  the  middle  of 
the  term.  They  are  something  in  pi-ospect,  and  dissipating  in  effect  on 
many.  Attendance  at  school  has  at  present  to  endure  the  jar  occa- 
sioned by  four  breaks  in  the  time.  If  it  was  only  possible  so  to 
arrange  the  terms  as  that  the  holidays  would  come  in  between  them, 
the  breaks  in  the  time  would  V)e  lessened  one  half,  while  teachers 
would  be  allowed  some  time  to  settle  up  the  work  of  one  sphere,  and 
remove,  if  necessarj- ,  to  another. 

4.  Certainly  no  objections  will  be  oflfered  from  this  quarter  to  the 
admission  to  the#literary  grade  for  which  they  prove  themselves 
oualified  of  all  who  are  permitted  to  submit  themselves  for  examina- 
tion. But  what  does  equal  remuneration  mean  ?  In  terms,  I  under- 
stand it  to  mean  an  equal  amount  from  the  Pi-ovincial  grant  to  male 
and  female  members  of  the  same  nominal  grade.  I  think  it  can  easily 
be  shown  that  this  plausible  demand  involves  a  good  deal  more  than 
its  terms  express.  It  means  practically  (1)  That  although  women 
may  not  possess  some  qualifications  as  teachei*s  which  men  possess,  yet, 
taking  all  things  into  consideration,  they  are  equally  eflicient  teachers, 
and  the  whole  field  may  be  assigned  to  them,  and  men  may  well  turn 
their  attention  to  other  sphei-cs  of  lal)or.  For  although  this  demand 
does  not  directly  or  indirectly  raise  the  question  of  securing  the  ser- 
vices of  women  to  the  profession  ;  yet  it  does  practically  and  very 
effectually  raise  the  question  of  retaining  men  in  it.  For  literally 
equal  remuneration  means  unequal  financial  inducement ;  and  facts 
show  that  when  any  field  suitable  for  women  as  a  class  is  thrown 
open  on  the  same  terms  to  kuen  and  women  it  practically  becomes  the 
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field  of  the  women :  individual  men  may  remain  and  strive  in  the 
unequal  contest ;  but  as  a  class  they  retire.  In  fact,  was  there  no 
other  consideration,  natural  law,  which  requires  men  to  protect  and 
help  women,  assei*ts  itself,  and  self-respect  urges  them  to  turn  aside  to 
other  spheres.  (2)  That  not. only  are  the  working  qualification.i  of 
men  and  women  who  pass  the  same  literary  class  test  on  the  whole 
equal  and  their  services  equally  valuable,  but  estimated  value  of  ser- 
vices, and  not  adequate  support  or  maintenance  is  the  grand  principle 
by  which  salary,  or  the  fixed  contribution  of  Government  towards 
.salary  must  be  determined.  For  any  one  may  see  that  equal  remun- 
eration means  unequal  support. 

But  from  every  side  comes  the  intimation  that  the  services  of  men 
must  be  secured  for  the  profession.  The  public  judgment  is  interest- 
ed in  the  enquiry  of  trustees  after  male  teachers,  especially  for 
the  Winter  Term ;  and  for  the  more  important  positions  men  who 
have  chosen  teaching  as  their  life  work  are  specially  inquired  after. 
Our  Educational  Association  has  recorded  its  judgment  on  the  same 
side  by  emphatically  declaring  and  reiterating  that  the  interests  of 
education  demand  that  the  large  body  of  the  teachers  should  enter  the 
profession  for  life  or  until  superannuation.  For  common  sense  teaches 
that  while  individual  women  may  choose,  or  remain  in,  the  prefession 
for  life,  yet  female  teachers  as  a  class  cannot.  They  may  enter  the 
field  and  do  efiective  work  for  a  short  time,  but  a  still  more  important 
position  in  the  interest  of  society  awaits  and  invites  them,  and  they 
are  going  to  retire  when  a  favorable  opportunity  presents  itself. 
Then,  again,  support,  a  reasonable  and  decent  maintenance,  and  not 
either  special  qualification  or  value  of  service,  is  the  grand  principle  in 
determining  ordinary  class  remuneration.  And  as  male  teachersy 
whether  they  enter  the  profession  with  the  intention  of  remaining,  if 
possible,  in  it,  and  therefore  must  consider  the  question  of  family 
support,  which  female  teachers  as  a  class  have  not  to  consider ;  or 
enter  it  temporarily  from  the  goodly  company  who  are  seeking  a 
liberal  education,  and  are  willing  to  do  honest  service  at  such  a  rate 
of  remuneration  as  will  enable  them  to  prosecute  their  studiesy  must 
receive  a  more  liberal  remuneration  than  female  tochers  of  the  same 
class  if  they  are  to  be  secured  at  all.  Legislation  on  this  subject  onght, 
if  the  efficiency  of  the  profession  is  to  be  taken  into  proper  account, 
to  proceed  on  the  principle  of  making  male  teachers  its  permanent 
aud  moulding  element,  while  at  the  same  time  a  decent  and  respectable 
support  should  be  provided  for  all  who  are  admitted  to  the  profession. 

Respectfully  I  submit  all, 

J.  B.  McGiLLiVRAY, 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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INVERNESS  COUNTY, 

John  Y.  Gunn,  Inspector. 

Sir, — In  the  "  Notes  of  Inspection,"  distribution  lists,  A  and  B 
abstracts,  and  supplementary  tables,  full  details  are  given,  shewing 
the  present  educational  status  of  the  County  of  Inverness.  The  fol- 
lowing synopsis  is  respectfully  submitted  with  the  hope  that  it  may 
furnish  a  more  comprehensive  exhibit  of  the  transactions  during  the 
year  just  closed. 

School  Sections. — The  combined  north  and  south  districts  of  the 
county  now  comprise  143  distinct  school  sections — being  an  advance  of 
<5  over  the  number  reported  in  1877. 

The  late  additions  are : — Miller,  No.  28 J  ;  Campbell's  Mount,  No. 
33J;  and  Lamey,  No.  38 J — all  established  at  the  May  semi-annual 
meeting  of  the  South  Board.  Wright  Section,  No.  36J,  is  a  result  of 
the  sub-division  of  Big  River  Section,  at  the  May  semi-annual  meet- 
ing of  the  North.  Hay  River,  No.  28J,  and  McDougall,  No.  58J,  were 
formed  at  the  November  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  South. 

School  Houses. — At  the  expense  of  SI ,220  for  external  finishing, 
five  new  school  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  in  the  sections  of 
S.  W.  Ridge,  McFarlane's  Bridge,  Mount  Young,  Hamilton  and 
Centennial.  The  school  houses  of  S.  W.  Ridge  and  McFarlane's 
Bridge  are  built  in  the  Gerion  style,  and  will,  when  finished  internally, 
l>e  a  credit  to  the  sections  in  which  they  arc  situated.  In  Mount 
Young,  Hamilton  and  Centennial,  the  people  appear  to  be  satisfied  to 
leave  things  "  in  the  good  old  way." 

Seven  new  school  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  in  the  sections 
of  Pleasant  Bay,  Glenville,  Cody  Settlement,  Hay  River,  Wright, 
Miller  and  Campbell's  Mount, — and  the  sum  of  ?1,240  has  been  voted, 
at  the  last  annual  meeting,  to  suppilement  funds  already  in  hand  for 
building  purposes. 

Teacfiers. — It  will  be  seen  that  during  the  Winter  Term  26  first, 
43  second,  and  33  third  clavss  males  were  employed;  and  18  first,  13 
second,  and  9  third  class  females — in  all  142 — being  an  increase  of  1 
teacher  over  the  corresponding  term  of  the  previous  year. 

The  summer  grade  roll  embmces  28  first  class  males,  40  second,  32 
third,  and  17  first  class  females,  17  second,  IG  third — ag^egating  150 
teachers  of  all  grades,  and  shewing  a  decrease  of  1  from  the  summer  of 
1877. 

Superior  Schools. — The  Academy  Grant  for  the  Winter  Term  was 
allowed  t<)  the  schools  of  Hawkesbury,  Port  Hood,  Eastern  Harbor 
and  WTiycocomagh. 

At  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  School  Commissionei-s  for  the 
Southern  District,  held  in  May  last,  the  Gmnt  was  transferred  from 
Hawkesbury  to  Hastings. 

As  these  schools  occupy  a  prominent  position  in  the  county,  and 
receive  additional  allowances  from  the  Provincial  treasury,  it  is  only 
fair  that  they  should  be  specially  referred  to  in  the  county  school 
report. 
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HavjJcesbury  mtikeH  the  following  exhibit : — 100  rate-payers,  127 
school-going  children ;  is  assessed  for  ?74,100;  votes  SoOO  for  school 
purposes,  and  draws  annually  from  §140  to  3150  from  the  county 
funds.  The  advanced  department  for  both  terms  w^as  in  charge  of  Mr. 
A.  F.  McLeod,  a  man  of  experience  in  the  ways  of  the  world,  and  of 
decided  professional  ability.  The  prima,rv  department  w-as  conducted 
by  Miss  Rhoda  Embree,  whose  high  professional  reputation  is  suffi- 
ciently established  ]>y  the  fact  that  she  has  been  for  years  in  succession 
employed  by  such  a  keen,  public-spirited  body  as  the  trustees  of 
Hawkesbury. 

Hustings,  with  a  registration  of  110  pupils,  an  assessment  roll  of 
843,000,  and  00  rate-payers,  votes  S400  for  schcx)!  purposes,  and  draws 
from  $150  to  SI  GO  annually  from  the  county  funds. 

Teachers. — Mr.  John  McDonald,  a  first-cla.ss  graduate  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Normal  Seminary,  and  an  energetic,  talented  teacher,  taught 
the  Advanced.  Miss  Ada  McKeen  taught  and  still  teaches  in  the 
Primary.  For  winning  persuasiveness  and  tact  in  addressing  her 
pupils.  Miss  McKeen  is  endowed  with  talents  of  a  high  order. 

Port  Hood,  l^eing  the  county  town,  is  a  village  of  consi<lerabre 
importance,  has  Gl  rate-payers,  120  school-going  children,  is  assessed 
for  J?3G,000,  votes  §150  to  supi)lement  teachers'  salaries,  and  draws 
annually  from  SI  10  to  Si 20  from  the  county  funds. 

Teachers. — Advanced  Department,  Mr.  F.  W.  Kelly, a  Normal  School 
B  graduate,  and  a  solid,  painstaking  teacher.  Miss  Maiy  E.  McDougall 
taught  in  the  Junior  Depaitment,  and  dischai-ged  her  professional 
duties  very  satisfactorily. 

WItycocomagh  Village,  laved  by  the  watei*s  of  the  beautiful  Bras 
D'Or,  is  an  important  commercial  centre  for  the  fine  agricultui'al  dis- 
tricts of  Whycocomagh,  Lake  Ainslie  and  River  Dennis.  40  rate- 
payei-s,  120  school-going  children,  and  assessable  proj)erty  valued  at 
S1D,245,  furnish  the  ways  and  means  of  school  support. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  a  distinguished  student  of  Dalhousie  College,, 
superintended  the  Advanced  Department  for  l)oth  terms.  Miss  Maiy 
I.  McMillan  conducted  the  Preparatory  Depaitment.  In  securing 
perfect  order  and  discipline,  in  methorl  and  tact  in  keeping  all  the 
clasf-es  cheerfully  at  w^jriv.  Miss  McMillan,  although  without  much 
professional  experience,  is  a  teacher  of  rare  ability. 

Eastern  Harbour  is  a  rapidly  growing  village  in  the  flourishing 
settlement  of  Cheticainp,  with  4G  rate-payers,  assessable  property 
valued  at  Si 3,820,  100  school-going  children  ;  votes  S140  in  a<l(lition 
to  receipts  from  other  sources,  foi*  teachers'  salaries,  and  secures  annu- 
ally SI  40  more  from  the  count v  funds. 

The  Advanced  Department  for  both  Winter  and  Summer  Ternjs 
was  taught  l)y  Mr.  James  McDaniel,  a  teacher  of  experience  and 
scholai*»hip,  and  first-class  professional  efficiency.  The  Junior  De- 
partment was  very  successfully  conducted  by  Mr.  Evariste  LeBlanc, 
a  teacher  who  combines  professional  experience  with  a  high  degree  of 
culture  in  the  French  languagi>. 

At  the  last  semi-annual  meetings  of  the  SchcK)l  Boards  it  was 
imanimously  resolved,  that  the  Legislature  l:)e  petitioned  at  its  apr 
proaching  session,  to  have  the  "  Act  to  amend  Chap.  32  of  the  Revised 
>Statutes/'  relating  to  the  County  of  Inverness,  amended  as  fdllows : — 
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That  the  Academy  Grant,  for  the  County  of  Inverness,  be  hereafter 
divided  equally  among,  not  more  than  four  graded  schools  in  each 
district  of  the  county,  the  schools  of  each  district  to  be  annually 
selected  by  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the  district  in 
which  such  schools  are  situated — to  be  paid  to  the  trustees  of  the 
schools  selected  in  addition  to  the  sums  paid  for  the  support  of  such 
graded  schools  from  all  ot^er  soui'ces — piovided  that  each  of  such 
graded  schools  so  selected  shall  have  not  fewer  than  two  teachei's  of 
grades  not  lower  than  Grades  B  and  C,  teaching  at  the  same  time  in 
each  of  such  selected  schools. 

The  trustees  of  several  sections  are  preparing  to  participate  in  the 
Grant  whenever  the  proposed  amendment  is  effected. 

School  Stotistics. — 1'{7  school  sections  were  taken  up  during  the 
Winter  Term,  and  142  during  the  Summer,  summing  up  a  grand  total 
davs'  attendance  of  3G(),42;5  days  for  the  former,  and  270,114  davs  for 
the  latter,  being  a  daily  average  county  attendance  of  3,341  pupils  at 
school  for  the  Winter  Term,  and  2,03.)  pupils  for  the  Summer  Term. 
Schools  w^ere  in  session  l(j,338  davs  <lurincr  the  winter,  and  l.')r)35 
duriuf'  the  summer;  and  assistants  rendered  service  for  1,449  davs  for 
the  former  term,  and  for  779  davs  for  the  latter. 

School  Visits. — During  the  Winter  Term  1,082  visits  were  made  by 
trustees  and  secretary  ;  13G  by  Inspector  ;  Gl  by  School  Commissioners; 
39  by  clergymen ;  344  by  teachers  from  other  schools,  and  over  2000 
by  other  visitors.  During  the  Summer  Term  921  visits  by  trustees 
and  secretary  are  recorded  ;  142  by  Inspector,  GO  by  School  Commis- 
sioners ;  23  by  members  of  Parliament ;  G9  by  clergymen ;  378  by 
other  teachers,  and  1,300  by  non-professionals. 

School  Returns. — I  am  satisfied  every  Inspector  in  the  Province  will 
join  with  me  in  the  desire  that  the  B  Returns  should  be  discontinued. 
As  media  of  statistics,  nine-tenths  of  these  documents  have  not  an 
element  of  reliability.  By. inserting  a  few  additional  queries  in  the 
official  "  Notes,"  all  the  information  required  in  the  B  blanks  could  be 
obtained  in  the  summer  semi-annual  visits  of  inspection. 

So  far  as  Inverness  is  concerned,  the  A  Returns  are  in  a  fair  way 
of  beinj:^  in  the  future  strictlv  correct.  At  the  semi-annual  meetings 
of  the  School  Boards  held  in  May  last,  it  was  unanimously  resolved 
that  no  school  return  should  hereafter  be  approved,  unless  attested  to 
before  a  School  Commissioner  who  is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  before 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  presence  of  a  School  Commissioner,  the  oath 
to  be  counter-signed  by  the  latter. 

No  measure,  hitherto  adoj)ted,  has  been  attended  with  more  salu- 
tary results.  For  example,  in  the  distril)ution  list  for  the  Wiiiter 
Term,  each  thousand  days  in  the  **  grand  total  number"  taught,  aver- 
ajred  only  89.74,  while  each  thousand  in  the  suunner  distributitm  list 
a ve raffed  i?12..)5. 

The  A  and  B  abstracts  show  the  qitantif)/  of  educational  niafcrlel 
to  be  abundant.  The  notes  of  inspection,  on  the  other  hand,  in<lieate 
insufficiency  in  quality/,  and  this  state  of  things  will  continue  until 
trustees*  receipts  from  the  county  funds  are  afecied  by  the  condition 
and  supply  of  school  accommodation,  furniture,  maps,  books,  «.^c. ;  and 
teachers'  drafts  from  the  Provincial  treasurv  are  rejijulated  by  a  svste- 
matic  graduation  of  inspection  results.     There  are  still  many  school- 
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houses  with  a  wide  margin  for  external  and  internal  improvemeni, 
and  many  school-teachers  whose  scholarship  and  professional  apti- 
tude are  very  much  below  mediocrity.  In  an  age  pre-eminently 
t)ractical  and  utilitarian  it  is  surprising  that  incapacity  and  indo- 
ence  should  receive  the  same  recompense  from  the  public  purse 
as  intelligence,  public  spirit  and  successful  performance  of  duty.  Such, 
however,  is  the  case  in  this  county  and  in  this  Province.  Some  addi- 
tional legislation  is  imperatively  wanted. 

(1)  When  sections  are  not  respectably  provided  with  sufficient 
school  accommodation,  furniture,  apparatus,  books,  kc,  their  share  of 
the  county  fund  should  be  partially  withheld,  and  applied  to  remedy 
the  reported  deficiencies. 

And  (2)  the  public  schools  "  Notes  of  Inspection  "  should  invariably 
be  the  criteria  of  merit  or  demerit,  in  the  distribution  of  the  PrDvincial 
grant. 

I  fail  to  see  why  a  system  which  works  admirably  in  other  coun- 
tries should  not  be  feasible  in  Nova  Scotia.  It  will  be  admitted  by 
all  that  the  force  of  the  argurnentum  ad  a^umenavi  will  be  fully 
appreciated  by  the  most  soulless  teachers  and  trustees. 

Subjoined  I  forward  for  publication  the  names  of  quite  a  large 
number  of  sections  notoriously  ill-supplied  with  ordinary  educational 
appliances  ;  and  also  the  names  of  a  few  teachers  who  are  in  the  pro- 
fession but  not  of  it, — teachers  qualified  so  far  as  the  syllabus  of 
examination  is  concerned,  but  in  ordinary  intelligence  and  esprit  dw 
corps  materially  lacking, — teachers  who  do  not  receive  a  newspaper 
of  any  description,  and  who  are  so  blinded  by  parsimony  as  to  refuse 
to  invest  fifty  cents  in  the  best-conducted  educational  journal  in 
Brirish  America.  It  may,  however,  be  considered  indelicate  to  pro- 
claim their  sins  from  the  house-tops  by  publishing  their  names 
without  fair  warning.  But  let  offenders  bewarfe !  Reformation  must 
be  manifested.  The  "eloquent  silence"  of  iEschylus  will  not  always 
be  maintained. 

Now  that  a  recast  of  some  leading  features  in  the  School  Act  is 
mooted,  it  is  to  be  hoped  a  provision  will  be  made  securing  compensa- 
tion for  the  services  rendered  by  the  members  of  the  School  Boards. 
Any  measure  of  success  achieved  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
existing  Act,  has  been  largely  due  to  the  fostering  encouragement  and 
self-denial  of  the  School  Commissioners.  At  the  last  sesjsion  of  the 
South  Inverness  Board,  there  was  so  much  business  to  attend  to,  that 
Commissioners  who  came  from  a  distance  were  three  days  away  from 
their  homes.  Philanthropy  sounds  well,  but  why  should  the  exercise 
of  that  virtue  be  confined  to  one  class  of  officials. 

In  conclusion,  as  to  results,  I  can  only  say  that  the  most  bilious 
cynic  must  admit  that  taken  as  a  whole  the  school  law  has  been  thus 
far  a  potent  ameliorating  factor.  Previous  to  1864«  educational  ap- 
pliances, such  as  they  were,  were  monopolized  by  a  privileged  class. 
Now,  there  is  no  distinction,  or  recognition  of  social  shibboleths. 
Rich  and  poor  have  to  contend  on  the  same  arena,  and  I  rejoice  in  my 
heart  of  hearts,  when  I  see  young  men  born  in  obscurity  and  indigence 
tiavelling  with  long  and  rapid  strides  on  the  high  way  of  intelligence 
and  distinction. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  unprecedented  financial  depression. 
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and  it  is  an  indication  of  inherent  vitality,  that  trustees  have  been 
generally  enabled  to  meet  their  engagements. 

"The  teacher  makes  the  school,"  and  the  teaching  profession  is  like 
all  other  professions.  It  includes  the  good,  the  indifferent,  and  the  bad. 
But  all  allowances  being  made,  I  say  emphatically,  the  general  outlook 
is  promising.  Millennial  excellence  we  do  not  expect  to  attain  to,  but 
to  quote  a  favourite  saying  of  Lord  Eldon's,  "  by  striving  to  obtain  a 
gown  we  will  be  sure  to  secure  a  sleeve." 

Very  respectfully, 

John  Y.  Gunn. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Stiperintendent  of  Education. 
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Colin  W.  Roscoe,  Inspector, 

Sir, — My  fifth  annual  report  of  the  public  schools,  in  Kings  County, 
for  the  term  ending  Oct.  31st,  1878,  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your 
consideration. 

Sections. — This  district  is  divided  into  one  hundred  and  two  school 
sections.     Seven  of  these  have  had  no  school  for  any  portion  of  the 

East  year.  They  are  the  following : — W.  HalFs  Harbor,  No.  31 ;  E. 
[airs  Harbor,  No.  32 ;  Church  Street,  No.  61 ;  North  River,  No.  87 ; 
Conqueral,  No.  90 ;  Long  Beach.  No.  97 ;  and  Hillsboro,  No.  99.  The 
causes  for  this  state  of  things  are  as  follows : — 

Section  31  lost  school  house  by  ^re  in  1877.  As  yet  no  steps  have 
been  taken  to  rebuild.  Section  32  has  been  visited  fatally,  with  diph- 
theria,  which  destroyed  all  interest  in  schools,  for  the  time  at  least. 

The  house  in  Section  ()1  was  condenmed  by  the  School  Commis- 
sioners and  the  Trustees,  and  people  cannot  agree  upon  a  site  that  can 
be  obtained  on  which  to  erect  a  new  house.  Sections  87  and  9G  have 
no  houses,  do  not  intend  to  build,  and  send  their  children  to  other 
sections.  Section  97  originally  consisted  of  three  families,  who, 
having  removed  from  the  section,  took  with  them  about  all  the 
children  of  suitable  age  to  attend  school.  Section  99  is  newly  formed, 
and  is  building  a  school  house.  The  number  of  sections,  classed  "  Poor 
Sections*'  by  the  Commissioners,  and  entitled  to  special  aid  is  32.  The 
largest  number  participating  in  the  extra  grant  for  either  term  of  past 
year  was  2(5. 

Schools. — No.  of  schools  and  departments  in  operation.  Winter  Term 
97 ;  Summer  104.  No.  of  teachers  and  assistants  employed.  Winter 
109:  Summer  110.  Grade  and  sex  of  teachers  for  Winter  Term: — 
Grade  B  21,  C  55,  D  18,  E  5.  Assistants  10,  male  4G,  female  63. 
Summer  Term :— Grade  B  18,  C  oG,  D  24,  E  8.  Assistants  4,  male  27, 
female  83.     No.  of  pupils  registered.  Winter  Term,  4,759 ;  Summer, 
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4,734.     Grand  total  clavs  attendance  made  by  all  the  pupils  in  Winter, 
298,'209 ;  Summer,  209a.")o. 

As  a  whole  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  schools,  for  the  past 
year,  have  been  as  good  if  not  superior  to  tliose  of  previous  years.  A 
large  number  of  teachers  have  exemplifie:],in  a  high  degree,  a  laudable 
zeal  in  teaching  and  inculcating  correct  principles.  The  faithful  efforts 
ot  such  liave  been  eminently  successful  and  satisfactory.  Tliat  other 
teacluMs  aru  not  doing  what  I  could  reasonably  expect  or  wish,  I  am 
forced  to  admit.  Sometimes  the  power  of  the  teacher  is  lessened  by 
inditi'erence  on  the  part  of  trustees  and  parents ;  but  more  frecpiently 
the  school  is  what  tbe  teacher  makes  it.  If  the  teacher  be  the 
''pOMtive  qmintitjf  and  pofirr  ui  edncdfioiiy'  he  will  draw  to  his  aid 
from  the  section  such  iniluence  and  hel])s  as  he  desires. 

Thnn^  young  men  of  promise  liave  l)een  removed  by  death.  Two 
were  victims  of  consumpti<m,  viz:  Mr.  W.  P.  Griffin,  Gratle  B,  and  Mr. 
A.  K.  Quinn,  of  Grade  C.  Mr.  Charles  Jackson  was  suddenly  cut 
down  by  diphtheria. 

Panishments. — In  three  instances  during  the  past  year,  teachers 
have  been  fined  by  the  courts,  in  this  County,  for  the  corporal  punish- 
ment of  their  scholars.  The  decision  of  the  courts  in  these  cases  is 
having  a  very  damaging  effect  upon  the  discipline  and  managL*ment  of 
many  schools.  Scholars  question  the  authority  of  the  teachers  to 
inflict  this  kind  of  punishment.  Thei'e  are  in  most  schools  extreme 
cases  of  disobedience,  which  demand  ])unishment  When  all  other 
reasonabh?  methods  fail  to  secure  obedience,  either  expulsion  or  cor- 
poral punish inent  must  be  resorted  to.  In  most  cases  coi"poi-al  pun- 
ishment, wisely  inflicted,  under  sanction  of  the  law,  will  secure  order 
in  school,  and  save  the  pupil  receiving  it.  I  am  strongly  of  opinion, 
that  the  extent  of  the  teacher's  power  to  inflict  sucli  punishment, 
should  be  as  clearly  set  forth  in  tlie  School  x\ct  as  is  the  power  of  the 
trustees  to  expel  persistently  disobedient  pupils.  And  the  power  to 
deal  with  cases  of  excessive  punishment  should  be  vested  in  the 
Trustees  and  Board  of  Commissioners. 

Sjwcud  Grants. — By  vote  of  the  Br)ard  of  School  Counuivsioners, 
the  following  special  Grants  were  made  from  the  County  School 
Fuml,  viz : — ii^oO.OO  to  Pine  Woods,  to  support  a  school  for  the  colored 
children;  J?12.00  to  N.  Billtown,  as  assistance  to  educate  the  pauper 
children  from  the  "Poor  Farm,"  in  the  Township  of  Cornwallis; 
$10.0i>  to  White  Waters,  to  assist  in  l)uilding  a  school  house. 

School  RetjUters, — A  large  majority  c>f  teachers  make  it  a  point  to 
kee])  a  neat  and  correct  record  of  the  pui)ils'  attendance  in  the  "  Pre- 
scribed. Register.'*  At  my  visits,  last  summer,  I  called  for  the  old 
registers,  for  past  Ave  vears,  in  each  section.  In  too  manv  instances 
they  had  not  been  preserved  by  the  Seci-etaries  to  Trustees.  Those 
examined  revealed  a  culpable  neglect,  on  the  part  of  many  teachers, 
to  fill  in  the  tables  of  ileportment,  i)i-ogress,  fcc,  at  the  close  of  the 
term.  This  was  reported  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  who  passed 
(at  my  suggestion)  a  resolution,  expressing  their  intention  to  with- 
hold, in  part,  the  grants  from  such  sections  and  teachers  as  do  not 
comply  M'ith  the  regulations  of  the  C.  P.  T.,  in  respect  to  School 
Reoristers. 

To  give  publicity  to  this,  the  Inspector  was  requested  to  write  a 
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copy  of  it,  in  the  register,  in  each  school  in  the  county.  No  teacher 
should  be  entitled  to  'pay  for  his  services,  from  the  section,  until  the 
register  of  his  school,  properly  filled  up,  completed  and  signed,  is 
deposit^^d  with  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trust<?es.  In  the  opinion 
of  teacliers,  the  prescribed  forms  of  register  and  returns  can  be  much 
abbreviated,  and  afford  quite  as  much  information  of  value  as  at 
present. 

Boohs,  <ix. — A  good  supply  of  text-books,  upon  the  different 
subjects,  is  to  be  found  in  most  of  the  schools.  The  "  Royal  Reader  " 
has  boen  generally  adopted  in  this  county.  Two  schools  use  the 
"Maritime  Reader."  In  a  few  schools  I  found  the  classification 
inteifered  with  by  the  use  of  more  than  one  kind  of  Reader.  I*  am 
compelled  to  complain  uf  the  limitud  supply  of  maps,  and  books  for 
the  teacher's  desk,  in  a  numljer  of  schools.  Worcester's  Unabridged 
Dictionary  and  Lippincott's  Gazetteer  have  been  supplied  in  a  few 
sections  ;  but  progress  in  this  direction  is  slow. 

School  Houses. — I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  commendable 
progi'ess  in  the  matter  of  school  accommodation.  Five  new  school 
houses  have  been  ])uilt  in  the  following  sections: — White  Waters, 
Long  Point,  Grand  Pre,  Lower  Gaspereaux  and  Aylesford  Mt. ;  Hills- 
boro'  Section  is  buildinir.  The  school  house  in  New  Minas  lias  been 
removed  to  a  new  siti^  enlarged  and  extensively  re|)aired.  Blue 
Mountain,  Baxter's  Harbor,  Mt.  Woodville  and  Pleasant  Vi<nv  Sections 
have  repaired  their  school  houses.  Several  sections  have  vot^^l  money 
to  build  or  make  imj^rovements  in  their  school  premises  tiuring  the 
eusuin*;  year. 

Exantination  of  Scltooh. — 94  of  the  1)7  schools  in  winter,  and  101 
of  the  104'  in  summer,  held  the  required  public  examination,  during 
or  at  the  close  of  the  term. 

Ejumi nation  of  Teachers. — The  result  of  an  annual  examination 
in  each  district  has  increased  the  number  of  teacheiis  far  bcvond  the 
demand.  From  the  staff*  of  Grade  B  and  C  teachers  in  this  county, 
an  ample  supply  c<:)uld  be  selected  for  all  the  schools,  and  it  would  not 
be  detrimental  to  their  interests  to  dispense  with  the  lower  grades.  It 
is  not  at  all  surprising,  that  not  more  tlian  .50  per  cent,  of  those  examin- 
ed receive  license  of  anv  kind,  because  many  of  them  are  men^  lx)vs  and 
girls.  A  small  fee  required  to  accompany  each  candidate's  notifica- 
tion, to  the  Deputy  Examiner,  would  lessen  the  number  of  applicants, 
secure  better  preparation,  on  the  part  of  those  wishin;:  tn  pass  the 
examination,  and  reduce  the  expense  of  examination.  I  wish  to  call 
vour  attention  to  the  retaliation  of  Council  makintj  a  distinction,  in 
the  test,  in  spelling,  between  malt  and  female  candidat(*s  for  (Jrade  C. 
No  female  can  receive  that  grade  who  has  mis-spelled  more  than  .six 
ordinary  words,  while  males  mis-spelling  twice  that  numl>er  have 
received  Gra/le  C'.  1  would  sui,'j:i:est  that  the  test  for  males  be  made 
the  same  that  it  is  now  for  females. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Colin  W.  Roscoe. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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LUNENBURG  COUNTY. 

C.  W.  HiLTZ,  M.D.,  In8pectm\ 

Sir, — I  desire  to  present  the  following  together  with  my  notes  of 
inspection,  and  statistical  tables  already  forwarded,  as  my  report  on 
the  condition  of  the  schools  in  Lunenburg  County,  for  the  school  year 
ended  Oct.  31st,  1878. 

During  the  year  just  closed  two  new  sections  have  been  added  to 
those  already  in  the  county,  increasing  the  number  to  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five. 

These  have  been  formed  by  the  sub-division  of  two  existing 
sections,  viz  : — LeHave  Islands  and  Hebb's. 

In  the  former  cases  a  portion  of  the  section  was,  in  a  measure,  cut 
off  from  the  school  house  by  intervening  passages  of  water,  which 
made  it  always  inconvenient  and  sometimes  dangerous  for  pupils  to 
attend  school,  especially  in  winter,  so  that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
form  a  new  section  of  a  portion  of  it.  In  the  other,  the  school  house 
having  been  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  winter  term,  and  it  being^ 
found  impossible  to  harmonise  existing  sectional  differences,  the  Boari 
of  Commissioners  wisely  determined  to  separate  the  section  into  the 
two  divisions  of  which  it  had  originally  been  composed,  and  thus  put 
an  end  to  difficulties  which  seemed  incapable  of  an}'  other  solution. 

Comparing  the  average  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  term 
of  1877,  with  those  of  the  year  just  closed,  a  decrease  will  be  observed 
with  respect  to  the  latter,  which  though  small,  when  measured  by  the 
whole  number  of  pupils  attending  our  public  schools,  is  yet  too  con- 
siderable to  be  passed  unnoticed. 

The  cause  of  this  falling  off  is  no  doubt,  in  a  measure,  due  to  the 
prevalence  of  Diphtheria,  and  other  maladies,  in  various  sections  of  the 
county,  which  doubtless  influenced  parents  and  others  to  keep  their 
children  from  school,  rather  than  run  the  least  appreciable  risk  of 
subjecting  them  to  the  liability  of  contracting  a  disease  so  intractablo 
and  fatal. 

Notwithstanding  this  fact,  one  cannot  help  observing  a  growing 
feeling  of  indifference  on  the  part  of  parents  with  respect  to  the 
education  of  their  children,  so  that  the  most  trifling  circumstances  are 
considered  quite  suflBicient  to  win  for  the  craving  little  ones  the  much 
coveted  holiday. 

Our  system  of  public  instruction  being  now  looked  upon  as  per- 
manently settled,  and  firmly  fixed,  attendance  at  school  is  too  often  put 
off  to  a  more  convenient  season. 

If  it  be  a  recognised  fact,  that  an  education  befitting  his  rank  in 
life,  is  the  birthright  of  every  child,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  State  to  see  that  he  is  not  deprived  of  what  is  justly  his,  through 
the  parsimony  or  negligence  of  those  who  are  placed  over  him.  If  the 
time  has  not  yet  arrived,  it  is  certainly  very  near,  when  a  Legislative 
enactment  unist  be  looked  to  for  securing  to  every  child  in  the  land, 
not  merely  the  opportunity  of  attending  school  at  his  own  or  parents* 
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caprice,  as  the  ca.se  may  be,  but  his  actual  attendance  for  a  reasonable 
portion  of  the  school  year.  Such  an  enactment  might  not  find  favor 
with  the  multitude,  ever  avcrne  to  having  their  "liberties"  invaded, 
but  will  certainly  commend  itself  to  Die  approval  of  the  wisest 
amongst  us. 

The  following  tabular  statement  will  present  at  oue  view  the 
number  of  teachers,  their  sex  and  grade  of  license,  employed  in  the 
county  duting  the  past  year: 
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Of  the  one  hundred  and  fifteen  teachers  employed  during  the 
winter,  there  were  aubatitutes  taking  the  place  of  others  who  from 
illneaa  or  other  causes  were  compelled  either  temporarily  or  per- 
manently to  abandon  the  work.  During  the  summer  two  .substitutes 
were  employed  for  reaaons  similar  to  the  above.  The  teachors  of  the 
county  still  continue  to  discharge  their  duties,  for  the  most  part,  with 
zeal  and  earnestness,  and  with  a  satisfactory  measure  of  succe.ss. 

The  number  of  trained  teachers  employed  in  this  county  is  small, 
but  they  are  amongst  the  moat  successful  of  our  instructors.  Indeed, 
BO  plain  is  the  superiority  of  the  trained  over  the  untrained  teachers, 
that  one  is  led  to  cast  about  for  some  feasible  plan  to  largely  supple- 
ment the  number  now  engaged  in  the  work.  As  a  suggestion  I  would 
respectfully  offer  the  following : — Reduce  the  number  of  grades  to  four 
— place  teachers  of  both  sexes  on  an  equality,  so  that  there  would  no 
longer  exist  the  distinction  of  first-clasa  feinale  and  first-class  male — 
insist  that  all  about  to  enter  the  teaching  profession  should  possess  a 
Bound  preliminary  training.  To  provide  adequate  means  for  the 
training  of  all  seeking  employment  as  teachers,  a  portion  of  the  funds 
LOW  devoted  to  the  County  Academies  might  be  given  to  aid  in  tha 
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^stablishmont  of  model  schools,  one  or  more  in  each  county,  which 
should  take  upon  themselves  the  vroik  of  troiiiing  those  seeking  third*- 
class  (T>)  license  only ;  while  those  seeking  a  higher  grade  should  be 
expi'ctod  to  pursue  the  usual  course  of  study  at  tlie  Normal  School, 
Such  a  course  would,  no  doul>t,  for  a  time  lessen  considerably  the 
number  of  applicants  for  licenses,  but  this  need  occassion  but  little 
concern,  as  the  supply  of  teachers  is  now  far  in  excess  of  any  demand 
for  their  services  likely  to  arise  in  the  next  few  years. 

Notwithstanding  the  continued  ccmmercial  depression,  the  work 
of  providing  for  the  education  of  the  young  still  goes  forwai'd,  and 
new  and  better  buildings  are  yearly  added  to  the  number  of  our 
Kchool  houses,  so  that  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that,  in  few  short  years 
at  most,  every  organized  section  in  this  county  will  be  in  poj^ession  of 
a  neat  and  commodious  school  house.  During  the  past  year  five  new 
houses  have  been  put  up  in  this  county,  and  two  others  put  in  a 
thorough  state  of  repair. 

In  the  District  of  Lunenburg  and  New  Dublin,  Conquerall  Bank 
and  Upper  Kingsbury  have  built  new  houses ;  and  Secon<l  Peninsula 
and  Sweetland  have  put  theiis  in  thorough  repair.  In  the  District  of 
Chester  now  school  houses  have  been  put  up  in  the  following  sections : 
East  Chester,  Mill  Cove  and  The  Cross. 

These  new  buildings  ai-e  all  respectable  in  appearance,  commodious, 
and  highly  creditable  to  the  several  sections.  I  have  to  express  my 
satisfaction  at  the  accuracy  exhibited  in  the  A  Return  for  the  past 
year,  those  of  the  Summer  Term  being  as  nearly  perfect  in  this  res- 
pect as  could  reasonably  be  expected  There  is  still,  however,  much 
room  for  neatness,  but  I  tiust  this  reproach  will  soon  be  removed. 
The  B  Returns  still  continue  to  bo  a  source  of  much  trouble,  though  I 
am  glad  to  record  that  signs  of  improvement  are  more  frequently  to 
be  seen  than  formerly. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  W.   HiLTZ. 

David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

SapeniTitendent  of  Education^ 
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Daniel  McDonald,  Tnsqwdor. 

Sir, — I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  on  the  public 
schools  in  this  county  for  the  year  1 878.  My  inspection  notes,  and 
the  statistical  tables  compiled  from  the  abstracts  of  the  returns,  have 
been  already  forwarded,  and  will  afford  a  pretty  full  and  correct  view 
of  the  year's  operations. 

As  my  former  reports  were  by  many  considered  unnecessarily  long 
and  minute,  the  present  shall  be  more  concise. 

Kew  Section, — One  new  section  has  been  organized,  called  Green's 
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Valley,  No.  73.  It  is  in  the  remotest  part  of  the  South  District.  The 
people  have  comiuenced  building,  and  expect  to  open  school  next 
summer. 

Vacant  Sections. — Of  the  133  sections  in  the  county,  tliree  only 
were  without  school  the  whole  year.  One  comprises  a  large  extent  of 
country,  but  with  a  small  an<l  widely  scattt'red  population,  and  has 
done  nothing  vet  towards  oriranizintr  a  school.  In  the  others  the 
houses  have  gone  to  decay  ;  and  ::s  there  aie  very  few  children  of 
school  age  the  people  are  indifferent  about  having  school.  I  have 
visited  the  sections  and  endeavoured  to  induce  the  people  to  complete 
their  buildings,  but  without  success. 

The  privilege  of  common  school  education  is  now  within  the  reach 
of  every  child  in  this  county.  There  is  but  one  locality  in  which 
necessity  exists  for  anotlier  section.  Even  there  all  are  connected 
with  existing  sections,  thou^jh  some  are  far  from  school.  When  the 
settlement  shall  have  increased,  boundaries  may  be  re-arranged  and 
a  new  section  organized. 

There  are  several  weak  sections  requiring  aid,  but  the  number  is 
not  large,  considering  the  population  and  extent  of  the  county.  The 
Commissioners  and  I  are  studying  to  avoid  increasing  the  number 
unnecessarily.  We  anticipate  reducing  the  number  by  re-arranging 
boundaries  and  unitinij  small  sections.  Our  efforts  in  this  direction 
have  as  yet  been  unsuccessful,  owing  to  established  associations  and 
prejudices. 

Schools  in  operation, — There  were  143  day  and  3  evening  schools 
in  operation  in  the  Winter  Term,  157  during  the  Summer  Term, 
being  the  largest  number  ever  in  operation.  These  were  in  session  an 
aggregate  of  33,094^  days  (16,299  in  winter  and  1(),795J  in  summer), 
being  in  excess  of  those  of  1877  of  529  days.  For  the  Summer  Term 
the  average  time  in  session  was  100.9  days  ;  in  the  North  District 
the  average  was  110.08  out  of  the  111  days  in  the  term. 

Pupils  registered. — In  winter  there  were  0,992  pupils  enrolled, 
viz.,  4,000  in  the  South,  and  2,983  in  the  North  District ;  in  summer 
there  were  7,202  (4,118  South,  and  3,084  North)  being  9  less  for  the 
former,  37  more  for  the  latter  term,  than  in  the  pievious  year.  The 
average  for  the  full  Winter  Term  was  4,030,  and  for  the  Summer 
3,701.08;  the  average  per  eent.  was  57.07  in  the  former,  and  52.0  in 
the  latter.  Of  the  children  of  school  age  in  the  county  about  81  per 
cent,  attended  some  part  of  the  year. 

Toted  days*  attendance. — The  grand  total  days  in  winter  was 
457,014,  and  in  summer  420,810  ;  for  the  year  818,424  ;  being  in  excess 
of  1877  by  5,996J  days,  being  the  largest  we  ever  had.  The  average 
time  for  each  pupil  was  102  7,  out  of  the  229  the  schools  were  in 
seasion.  These  data  show  an  improvement  upon  all  preceding  years, 
yet  they  indicate  room  for  further  progress,  especially  when  we  find 
that  there  were  1,307  in  winter,  and  1,108  children  in  summer  that 
did  not  attend  school  at  all. 
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Teachers  Employed. — Wtntkr  Term. 

A. 

B.     C.     D.     E. 

Males 

3 

22    27      «           Total 

60 

Females 

4    38    31     12)      „ 

1              Ij           

87 

"       Assistants . . 

Totals. . 

3 

2C    06     39     13        "    

Summer  Term. 

147 

Males 

3 

23     24      8            Total 

58 

Females 

5    4*    33     22)      „ 

103 

"        Assistants . . 

Totals. . 

3 

28    68    41     23        "     

163 

The  same  teachers  taught  both  the  day  and  the  evening  schools. 
Of  the  1G3  teachers  and  assistants  employed  in  the  Summer  Term  5 
were  substitutes. 

Winter.  Summer. 

Young  teachers  engaged  for  the  1st  term 26  19 

Remained  in  same  section  as  former  term G7  104 

Removed  to  other  sections 19  12 

Who  did  not  teach  in  this  county  previous  terms . .     33  28 

Teachers  not  more  than  3  years  in  the  service 76  91 

Over  7  years  in  the  service  at  end  of  Summer  Term.  13 

There  has  been  greater  stability  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and 
trustees  thrvn  hitherto. 

SaluHes. — The  amount  of  teachers*  salaries,  compared  with  1877, 
has  decreased  S808.26.  The  total  amount  paid  was  $26,403.95,  equal 
to  an  average  of  S87.13. 

The  total  amount  asse^ssed  by  vote  of  the  rate-payers  has  decreased 
8381.75 ;  also,  total  income  from  local  sources  $1,212.94.  The  indebt- 
ness  hsLS  been  reduced  from  87,747.38  to  82,771.30;  from  all  which  it 
is  evident  that  a  system  of  greater  economy,  if  not  of  retrenchment, 
has  been  pursued,  and  goes  to  prove  that  "  debts  are  usually  contracted 
in  good  times  and  paid  in  the  bad." 

School  Furnishings^  <tc. — All  our  schools  are  pretty  well  supplied 
with  l»ooks,  &c.  Many  are  yet  in  a  sort  of  transition  state,  "  worting 
out "  the  old  "  Nova  Scotia  Series  of  Readers "  and  introducing  the 
"  Royal  Readers."  Some  are  suffering  from  the  "  too  many  kinds  "  of 
books,  but  this  evil  is  gradually  din)inishing,  and  with  prudence  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers  will  ultimately  cease.  In  the  matter  of 
general  supplies  steady  improvement  has  been  made.  Every  school 
has  more  or  less  black  board  surface,  some,  of  course  very  little.  The 
average  for  each  school  is  65.7  square  feet.  Four  sections  have  the 
Map  of  Nova  Scotia  only.  (These  are  new  and  weak  sections.)  All 
others  have  at  least  3  maps.  Two  have  not  yet  got  Nelson's  Hemi- 
spheres, making  a  total  of  0  without  Hemispheres.  Two  would  have 
been  supplied  this  season,  had  the  article  been  obtainable.  Six 
sections  have  no  ball  frame,  nine  no  hand  bell,  and  seven  no  dictionary 
for  the  teacher's  desk. 
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The  following  table  exhibits  the  increase  during  the  last  ten  years : 

1S6S.  1878,  Increase, 

No.  of  school  sections 126  133  7 

Highest  No.  of  schools 145  157  12 

No.  of  scholars,  Summer  Terra 6,972  7,202  230 

"  "         at  school  some  portion 

of  year 8,216  8,548  332 

Grand  total  days'  attendance 766,817  878,424  111,607 

No.  of  children  for  whom  accommoda- 
tion is  provided 5,608  8,320  2,712 

No.  square  feet  of  black-wall 5,349  10,325  4,976 

Good  wall-maps 41 1  670  259 

English  dictionaries 49  131  82 

Ball  frames 70  134  64 

Globes 24  34  10 

Handbells 60  145  85 

Thermometers 6  19  13 

All  other  requisites  are  proportionate.  It  is  proper  to  observe  that 
the  vacations  were  shorter  than  now,  and  hence  the  difference  in  the 
grand  total  days  attendance  is  really  much  greater  in  proportion  to 
the  time  schools  were  in  session.  I  may  also  remark  that  two  globes 
were  destroyed  during  the  year. 

New  Houses,  dx  — One  new  house  has  been  completed  during  the 
year,  and  four  others  have  been  commenced.  The  houses'  on  Pictou 
Island  and  Oarrihoo  Island  are  unfit  for  winter  use.  The  Board 
declined  to  condemn  them,  owing  to  the  depression  in  trade. 

Pictou  town  requires  a  new  Academy  building.  An  effort  was 
made  last  .season  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  debentures  to  the  amount 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  but  as  heavy  liabilities,  deemed  more  urgent, 
had  to  l)e  provided  for,  the  movement  failed.  I  feel  confident  that 
the  measure  will  be  adopted  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  rate- 
payers. As  previously  reported,  the  present  building  is  utterly  inade- 
quate to  its  requirements.     It  is  now  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

CoiLsiderable  progress  has  been  made  in  providing  outhouses,  yet 
there  are  quite  too  many  sections  destitute  of  even  a  fuel-house. 

Sdiool  Work, — As  regards  the  internal  work  for  which  all  this 
expenditure  of  money  and  labour  has  been  incurred,  I  cannot  report 
any  marked  change — the  work  goes  on  steadily  and  progressively. 
There  have  been  but  three  schools  in  w^hich  I  found  no  improvement 
in  any  respect.  With  some  teachers  the  work  is  of  a  mere  perfunctory 
charact<?r.  It  is  difficult  to  explain  what  is  wrong,  but  you  see  and 
feel  that  life  and  progress  are  wanting.  The  vast  majority  were 
faithful  and  successful. 

The  Academy  has  fully  maintained  its  prestige.  Many  students 
from  other  counties,  and  many  from  the  rural  districts  of  our  own 
county  attended.  The  town  does  not  avail  itself  as  it  might  of  the 
privileges  afforded.  As  the  Principal  will  present  a  report,  it  is 
superfluous  to  extend  my  report  with  details. 

All  the  highest  departments  of  our  graded  schools  continue  to 
give  more  or  less  instruction  in  the  hi«jfher  branches.  In  too  many 
schools  the  progress  is  ixjtarded  by  the  injudicious  hurrying  of  chil- 
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dren  into  books  for  which  they  are  utterly  unprepared.  It  is  no 
uncommon  thing  to  find  children  of  seven  or  eight  years  at  the  6th  or 
7th  Reader,  comprising  the  choicest  selections  of  oratory,  poetry,  &c., 
the  language  of  which,  to  say  nothing  of  the  sentiment,  is  beyond 
their  comprehension,  and,  I  am  satisfied,beyond  the  attainment  of  some 
teachera  themselves.  It  is  impossible  to  read  with  intelligence  or 
expression  when  the  sentiment  is  not  understood.  Such  teachers 
know  nothing,  and  aim  at  nothing,  more  than  ability  to  name  the 
words ;  even  in  that  they  are  too  easily  satisfied,  and  are  often  found 
repeating  almost  half  the  words  before  the  child.  Parents  do  much  to 
encourage  this  evil.  They  judge  of  the  child's  progress  by  the  book 
used,  and  praise  or  blame  the  teacher  according  to  the  readiness  or 
otherwise  in  passing  to  advanced  books. 

All  the  ordinaiy  branches  received  more  or  less  attention.  The 
figures  given  in  the  Return  A  are  apt  to  lead  to  too  high  an  opinion 
of  the  work.  For  example,  under  the  head  Drawing  are  given  as 
follows :  Model  Cards  2350,  Sketch  Book  403.  The  fact  is,  instruction 
is  merely  nominal ;  it  is  practised  chiefly  on  slates  as  an  amusement. 
I  endeavour  to  induce  greater  attention,  and  got  many  schools  supplied 
with  "  Smith's  Manual  of  Free-hand  Drawing "  and  cards  to  corres- 
pond, but  they  remain  unused.  The  teachers  never  studied  it,  have 
no  taste,  and  can  not  find  time  for  it.  The  people  in  general  regard  it 
as  they  do,  "  physical  exercises  "  in  school,  a  mere  waste  of  time. 

I  would  remark  that  I  consider  the  best  means  to  remedy  this 
evil  would  be  to  have  a  teacher  of  drawing  in  the  Normal  School,  who 
might  devote  a  portion  of  his  time  to  meet  with,  and  instruct  the 
teachers  in  central  localities  in  the  several  counties.  Almost  every 
teacher,  over  the  Grade  E.  aims  at  having  some  pupils  at  algebra  and 
geometry.  A  stranger  in  looking  over  the  abstracts  would  be  struck 
with  the  number  of  schools  having  two  or  three  pupils  at  these 
branches. 

Interest  raanifested, — The  interest  taken  in  the  work  of  the  schools 
as  manifested  by  visitation,  has  increased  considerably.  Clergymen 
made  211 ;  teachers  of  other  schools  703;  other  visitors  5,319  visits. 
Trustees,  the  very  parties  who  should  show  most  interest,  manifest 
the  least;.  There  are  many  instances  of  trustees  not  visiting  the 
school  during  their  three  years'  tenn  of  oflice.  Rate-payers  are  not 
at  all  so  careful  as  they  should  be  in  electing  the  most  suitable  men. 
Persons  are  sometimes  elected  with  a  view  of  keeping  the  expenses  at 
the  minimum  figure,  not  the  advancement  of  education.  I  know 
instances  of  the  triree  trustees  being  men  without  families,  and  without 
interest  in  education,  laboring  "  to  keep  down  the  school;"  and,  absurd 
as  it  may  appear,  a  secretary  who  ainnot  write.  The  most  competent 
business  men,  men  who  take  an  interest  in  the  adv^ancement  of  educa- 
tion should  always  be  preferred. 

A  larger  number  attended  the  terminal  examinations  in  former 
years.  At  the  end  of  the  Summer  Term  1,574  persons  attended  the 
examinations.  Of  157  schools  14  closed  without  an  examination.  In 
some  of  them  the  teachers  announced  an  examination,  but  no  person 
attended.  I  met  with  but  one  case  of  illegal  engagement,  but  I  have 
reason  to  believe  the  same  course  has  been  followed  for  years.  The 
bond  was  "  all  right "  in  form,  but  there  was  a  private   arrangement 
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hy  which  the  teacher  accepted  the  public  money  as  the  amount  of 
salary,  whether  the  amount  should  be  greater  or  less  than  that  speci- 
fied in  the  bond.     Measui-es  have  been  taken  to  prevent  its  recurrence. 

Teachers  Examination. — The  result  of  the  teachers'  examination 
has  been  most  disastrous  to  the  expectations  of  the  candidates.  The 
i'esult,  as  a  whole,  has  been  just  what  I  anticipated  from  what  I  saw 
and  knew  of  the  great  majority  of  the  candidates.  Some  failed  whom 
I  expected  would  succeed.  Many  were  very  young  and  would  not  (in 
fact  could  not)  engage  in  teaching  for  some  years  had  they  succeeded. 
They  came  up  to  test  their  educational  standing  w^ith  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain "  will  I  do,  or  what  lack  1  yet  ?"  I  would  suggest  that  the 
examination  be  restricted  to  those  who  actually  intend  shortly  to 
engage  in  teaching,  and  that  none  be  admitted  under  15  yeai*s  of 
age.  This  would  reduce  the  number  of  candidates  and  the  expenses 
attending  the  examination  very  considerably. 

The  examination  questions,  as  a  whole,  were  probably  somewhat 
more  difficult  than  in  former  years,  but  were  legitimately  and  reason- 
ably within  the  scope  of  the  syllabus.  From  the  large  number  of 
teachers  now  in  every  county  of  the  Province,  and  from  the  low  rate 
of  salary  at  which  their  services  can  be  obtained,  the  Grade  E  might 
certainly  be  dispensed  with.  I  have  advocated  this  for  years  and 
must  continue  to  do  so.  A  repetition  of  arguments  is  uncalled  for. 
It  might  be  thought  that  the  expense  of  examination  might  be 
dispensed  with  for  a  few  years.  The  exigencies  of  the  service  will  not 
wari*ant  such  a  course.  In  this  county  during  the  last  nine  years,  00 
persons  have  been  removed  from  the  service,  being  a  yearly  average 
of  10.  Of  these  73  were  young  ladies  reaioved  by  mai'riage,  and  the 
other  17  by  death.  The  service  must  be  recruited  yearly  from  the 
outside  world. 

The  present  Syllabus  affords  ample  scope  for  thoroughly  testing 
the  qualifications ;  the  exercises  under  that  syllabus  may  be  regarded 
as  more  extensive  and  difficult  than  in  past  years,  A  re-arrangement 
might,  however,  be  made  with  propriety.  The  addition  of  some 
knowledge  of  Latin,  Greek  and  French,  in  the  qualifications  of  Grade 
B,  might  be  woithy  of  consideration. 

Personal, — I  continue  to  devote  my  whole  time  and  attention  to 
the  work,  I  have  made  317  official  visits,  and  attended  the  pul  lie 
examinations  of  several  schools  ;  in  all  340  visits  in  the  year.  Every 
section  has  been  visited  twice,  except  Pictou  Island.  Owing  to  its 
distance  from  the  mainland,  and  the  absence  of  regular  communica- 
tion, it  is  difficult  of  access. 

Arrhendmenta  in  the  School  Law. — That  universal  satisfaction 
prevails  is  more  than  I  dare  say.  There  will  be  diversity  of  sentiment 
80  long  as  the  different  constitution  of  mind  and  diversity  of  interest 
continue.  As  remarked  formerly  it  is  not  a  change  of  legislation  we 
require  so  much  as  a  faithful,  judicious  and  intelligent  carrying  out 
the  pi-o visions  already  made.  Permit  a  few  suggestions  for  consid- 
emtion : — 

1st.  All  property  should  bo  made  assessable  for  the  benefit  of  the 
section  in  which  it  is  situated. 

2nd.  That  a  compulsory  attendance  and  truant  law  be  enacted. 
My  views  of  such  a  law  have  been  presented  in  previous  reports,  and 
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remain  unchanged.  The  State  has  a  proprietary  interest  in  every 
child.  It  has  enacted  that  all  property  shall  he  available  for  its 
education  ;  just  go  a  step  further  and  enact  that  it  shall  receive  the 
education  thus  provided,  and  that  parental  prejudice  or  neglect  shall 
not,  with  impunity,  deprive  it  thereof. 

3rd.  That  the  precise  time  of  the  summer  vacation  be  left  to  the 
School  Commissioners  and  Inspectors  of  the  several  counties. 

4th.  That  the  School  Commissioners  be  paid  a  reasonable  amount 
out  of  the  county  fund  for  time  actually  spent  in  the  public  interest. 

5th.  Let  the  county  j'^^t  capita  tax  be  raised  from  30  to  40  cents. 

6th.  Let  the  length  of  the  term  be  the  same  in  all  sections  in 
regard  to  teacher's  pay. 

Permit  me  also  to  suggest,  with  due  deference  to  your  responsible 
position,  the  propriety  or  inviting  all  the  Inspectors  to  meet  with  yoa 
periodically  to  deliberate  upon  ^he  common  cause.  Hitherto  we  have 
Deen,  and  still  are  entire  strangers  to  each  other  and  to  you  alsa, 
except  by  official  intercourse,  and  that  principally  by  correspondencer 
These  men  should  have  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  country 
and  its  requirements ;  they  have  a  unity  of  aim  and  a  community  of 
interests,  and  should  have  concentration  of  effort  in  their  accom- 
plishment. 

Promising  brevity  at  the  outset  I  find  so  much  to  speak  of  that  I 
have  enlarged  beyond  my  intention,  and  have  still  left  many  things 
unnoticed.  In  conclusion,  I  would  sum  up  by  saying  that  the  year 
just  closed  affords  unmistakable  evidences  of  progress  and  reasons  for 
encouragement  which  should  stimulate  all  to  perseverance  and  increased 
activity. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

Daniel  McDonald. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


QUEEN'S  COUNTY. 

C.  T.  Andrews,  M.D.,  Inspector. 

Sir,— In  submitting  the  followinnr  report  of  the  educational  work 
in  Queen's  County  for  the  past  year  I  have  nothing  very  important  or 
new  to  add  to  the  record  of  the  previous  year.  The  same  ratio  of 
advancement  has  been  maintainecl,  and  after  having  passed  through 
so  severe  a  financial  test  as  this  county  has  lately  undergone,  I  have 
no  fear  of  any  retrograde  movement  in  our  schools  for  some  time  to 
come.  One  natural  source  of  alarm,  however,  would  be  the  danger  of 
the  habits  of  rigid  economy  in  the  employing  of  teachers  that  \a» 
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distinguirthcd  so  many  sections,  still  clinging  to  the  skirts  of  our 
school  officers  and  continuing  to  obstruct  the  wheels  of  the  educational 
car.  There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  schools  both 
during  the  Winter  and  Summer  Terms,  and  as  to  their  geneml 
efficiency,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  they  fully  meet  my  most 
sanguine  expectations.  I  can,  at  least,  with  safety  affirm  that  they 
return  an  ample  equivalent  for  the  money  expended.  A  few  crying 
evils  demand  and  shall  receive  continued  notice  until  some  attempt 
be  made  to  remove  what  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  palpable  defects 
from  our  otherwise  excellent  school  system. 

In  the  Winter  Term  there  were  47  schools,  and  in  the  Summer  54, 
showing  an  increase  of  5  over  the  number  of  last  year.  The  subjoined 
table  exhibits  the  number,  grade  and  sex  of  teachers  employed  during 
the  past  year : — 

Winter  Term. 

Teachers.                Grade..  A.  B.         C.  D.  E.  Total, 

Male 1  7          7  3  0  18 

Female 19  8  2  29 

Assistants 1  1 


1  7         27         11  2  48 

Summer  Term, 


Teachers.                Grade . .  A.  B.         C. 

Male 1  6          3 

Female 22 

Assistants 


D. 

E. 

Total. 

2 

12 

8 

12 

42 

2 

2 

6       25         12         12  56 


The  statistical  tables  already  forwarded  to  your  office  will  furnish 
you  with  all  necessary  details.  Though  in  number  of  pupils  registered 
and  the  grand  total  days'  attendance  I  cannot  report  so  favorable  an 
increase  as  in  my  last  statement,  yet  in  view  of  other  evidences  of 
educational  zeal  and  activity  in  the  erection  of  new  school-houses,  and 
the  forming  of  new  sections  in  outlying  settlements,  the  record  of  the 
past  year,  upon  the  whole,  shows  signs  of  a  growing  appreciation  of 
the  opportunities  afforded  by  our  present  school  system,  and  a  more 
enlightened  public  sentiment  respecting  the  scholastic  requirements  of 
this  progressive  age. 

Riversdale,  another  new  section,  has  been  added  to  the  list,  and 
a  suitable  building  erected,  in  which  a  most  satisfactory  school  has 
l>een  kept  during  the  summef.  Dock  Cove,  another  portion  of  Mill 
Village  section,  has  petitioned  the  Board  for  assistance  in  obtaining 
school  accommodation  nearer  home,  and  was  constituted  a  separate 
section.  A  temporary  building  has  been  obtained  and  school  will  be 
opened  at  once.  While  I  fully  concur  with  those  who  advocate  largo 
sections,  and  although  the  splitting  up  of  large  into  smaller  sections  is 
not  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Council, 
nevertheless  in  the  more  remote  portions  of  large  sections  there  are 
frequently  found  quite  a  number  of  families  who,  owing  to  their  indi- 
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gent  circumstances,  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  send  their  children  to 
school.  It  therefore  beco<nes  necessary  for  the  Commissioners  to 
adopt  whatever  measures  will  secure  school  privileges  to  the  greatest 
number  oi  children.  The  school-house  at  Hunt's  Point  has  been 
remodelled  and  enlarged,  and  now  presents  quite  a  neat  and  respectable 
appearance.  Summerville  school-house  has  been  open  for  a  summer 
school,  and  is  being  furnished  for  the  present  winter  school.  Western 
Head,  Port  Mouton  Island,  and  Catherine's  River  sections  are  making 
preparations  for  building  new  houses. 

The  evil  of  irregular  attendance  calls  loudly  for  some  remedial 
change  in  our  school  law.  In  nearly  eveiy  report  I  have  been  obliged 
to  notice  this  chief  cause  of  hindrance,  Tlie  appalling  disparity 
between  the  number  of  pupils  registered,  and  the  avemge  attendance 
requires  no  comment.  From  my  notes  of  inspection  I  take  the 
following  as  an  illustration  of  tliis  evil  as  it  exists  in  a  few  sections: 

No.  registered.  Aventge  attendance^ 

40 Iff 

54 14 

28 13 

3G 10 

21 6 

The  average  attendance  of  the  above  five  examples  is  one^third  of 
the  number  registered.  When  the  State  assumes  control  of  the  schools 
with  the  view  of  educating  its  citizens  at  an  innnense  annual  cost,  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  loose  way  of  doing  business  to  allow  two-thirds 
of  the  children  to  run  at  large,  and  pay  as  much  for  educating  five 
pupils  as  fifteen.  I  have  known  private  individuals  to  become  bank-  ^ 
nipt  by  practising  that  kind  of  economy.  And  when  we  find  that  it 
is  among  the  poorer  classes,  the  very  ones  whom  it  was  designed  to 
benefit,  that  this  evil  is  most  rampant,  is  it  not  the  duty  of  our  legis- 
lators to  pass  and  provide  for  the  rigid  enforcement  of  such  a  law  as 
will  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  this  manifest  deficiency  in  our  present 
school  system  ? 

I  have  met  with  a  difficulty  in  poor  sections  in  making  the  trustees^ 
understand  the  injustice  of  employing  a  Grade  C  female,  while  it  was 
perfectly  legal  and  right  to  engage  a  Grade  C  male.  This  was  evi- 
dently because  I  failed  to  comprehend  it  myself.  If  the  Commissioners, 
consider  that  the  circumstances  of  a  section  will  justify  them  in 
granting  special  aid,  and  the  people  see  fit  to  assess  thomsolves  for  a 
sum  sufficient  to  employ  a  supei'ior  teacher,  surely  they  shouW  be 
encouraged  in  their  laudable  effbils.  Another  difficult  question  to 
answer  and  one  which  is  frequently  put  to  me  by  trustees  is,  "  Wliat 
is  the  good  of  so  many  questions  in  the  B  returns  T  I  emleavoar, 
with  a  grave  expression,  to  reply,  "  My  dear  sir  they  furnish  us  with 
valuable  statistics,"  but  remembering  how  many  answers  I  hare  had 
to  guess  at  myself  in  filling  out  the  statistical  tables,  I  feel  my  con- 
science rebuking  me  for  deceiving  the  man.  Thei*e  is  no  doubt  that 
if  a  simpler  form  were  devised,  the  information  furnished  would  be 
quite  as  valuable,  and  far  n.ore  accurate. 

School  Books, — The  prescribed  books  are  generally  used,  but  I  find 
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too  great  a  variety,  both  in  numbers  and  editions,  in  nearly  all  the 
miscellaneous  schools.  This  not  only  consumes  time  and  gives 
unnecessary  work  to  the  teacher,  but  it  interferes  with  a  proper 
classification.  In  very  few  schools  are  the  regulations  of  the  Council 
carrietl  out.  There  seems  to  be  a  general  aversion  to  voting  money 
for  books  and  other  apparatus.  Could  not  the  Commissioners  be 
empowered  to  appropriate  to  this  purpose  a  portion  of  the  county 
fund  allotted  to  those  sections  that  neglect  to  make  provision  for  these 
most  essential  requisites  to  a  school-room.  I  cannot  pass  over  the 
subject  of  text-books  without  noticing  the  points  of  merit  in  a  number 
of  treatises*  recently  received  from  the  publishing  establishment  of 
Messrs.  Adam  Miller  &  Co.  The  Canadian  editions  of  "  Hamblin 
Smith's  Algebra,"  *' Arithmetic"  and  "Geometry"  are  admirably 
adapted  for  use  in  our  public  schools.  The  examples  in  Algebra  are 
easy  and  ananged  in  a  progressive  order.  The  Arithmetic  is  practical, 
complete  and  comprehensive.  The  appendix  and  examination  papers 
are  important  and  valuable  features.  In  the  Geometry  the  method  of 
explaining  accords  to  the  work  a  well-merited  superiority  over  Euclid. 
"Swintons  Language  Lessons"  I  consider  an  excellent,  practical 
elementary  text-book,  fitted  alike  for  the  experienced  and  inexperienced 
teacher.  The  clearness  and  simplicity  with  which  the  principles  of 
bookkeeping  are  explained  by  "  Beatty  &  Clare"  will  recommend 
this  work  to  all  who  desire  a  practical  knowledge  of  this  study.  I 
have  introduced  "  Miller  «fc  Co.*s  series  of  blanks  "  into  a  few  schools, 
and  found  them  hailed  with  delight  by  both  pupil  and  teacher. 
"  Morrison's  English  Composition."  though  not  an  exhaustive  treatise, 
18  well  adapted  to  our  ordinaiy  elementary  schools.  But  the  gem  of 
this  series  of  text-books  is  the  little  drill-book  entitled  "  Lewis'  How 
to  Read."  This  work  comes  to  us  very  opportunely,  as  it  supplies  a 
want  long  felt  in  our  schools,  and  gives  to  the  important  subject  of 
reading  its  due  prominence  both  as  an  art  and  a  science.  An  int/clli- 
gent  conception  of  the  principles  laid  down,  with  a  careful  study  and 
practice  of  the  elementary  sounds  of  the  language,  cannot  but  insure 
pleasing  and  efiective  reading.  Teachers  can  glean  much  valuable 
information  from  a  careful  perusal  of  these  new  books  outside  the 
school-room,  without  introducing  confusion  into  his  classes  by  too  great 
a  variety  of  text- books. 

The  County  Academy  has,  as  usual,  been  most  efficiently  conducted 
by  a  staff  of  well-trained  and  experienced  teachei-s. 

Our  anticipations  of  good  results  when  Mr.  Cleveland  assumed 
control  of  the  Milton  Graded  vSchool  have  been  realized  to  the  fullest 
extent.  To  appreciate  the  labors  of  a  good  antl  taithful  teacher  needs 
but  a  visit  to  the  school  of  Mr.  Mack  of  the  Village,  from  which  we 
cannot  but  retire  pleased  and  gratified.  Two  other  schools  were 
taught  by  Grade  B  teachers,  those  at  Brooklyn  and  Brookfield,  both 
of  which  have  creditably  sustained  the  grade  of  license. 

The  importance  of  professional  training  is  clearly  shown  in  the 
general  superiority  of  the  schools  under  the  management  of  trained 
teaehei*s.  The  success  of  our  common  schools  therefore  depends,  to  a 
large  extent,  upon  our  teachei-s  availing  themselves  of  the  opportu- 
nities afforded  by  our  Normal  School.  During  the  earlier  years  of  the 
existence  of  tliis  institution  it  was  unable  to  discharge  with  efficiency 
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its  principal  function  in  imparting  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of 
the  profeasion,  so  much  time  had  to  be  necessarily  taken  up  in 
bringing  the  teacher  up  to  the  standard  of  the  prescrilied  scholastic 
examination.  The  increased  number  and  efficiency  of  our  high  schools, 
and  the  present  uniform  system  of  examination,  now  gives  us  a  class 
of  students  fully  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  professional  and  pi*actical 
part  of  their  calling  as  soon  as  they  enter  the  Normal  School.  Yet 
the  present  examinations  alone  are  insufficient,  for,  although  they  have 
raised  the  standard  of  literary  qualifications,  and  furnish  a  fair  test  of 
proficiency  in  the  subjects  prescribed,  they  fail  to  secure  to  the  pro- 
fession thoroughly  qualified  and  practical  teachers,  for,  although  they 
embrace  certain  questions  on  teaching  and  school  manag*ment,  the 
results  of  these  examinations  clearly  show  that  the  candidate's  know- 
ledge of  professional  subjects  is  not  proportionate  to  their  proficiency 
in  the  other  branches.  As  education  consists  not  in  the  amount 
of  information  presented,  but  in  what  is  received,  involving  a  know- 
ledge of  human  nature,  a  broader  view  of  education,  and  the  best 
method  of  imparting  instruction,  the  present  condition  of  things 
betrays  a  serious  defeot  in  our  educational  machinery, — a  defect  only 
to  be  remedied  by  requiring  every  teacher  to  attend  some  Normal 
School.  When  we  take  into  consideration  the  extent  of  the  teacher's 
obligation ;  the  deep  responsibilities  of  those  who  undertake  the 
development  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  powei*s  of  the  young,  and 
the  formation  of  the  character  of  the  rising  generation,  the  necessity 
of  a  thorough  and  judicious  professional  training  becomes  more 
apparent. 

And  now  that  the  public  spirit  and  generous  liberality  of  the 
State  has  erected  so  magnificent  a  building  for  this  purpose,  will  it 
not  be  necessary  to  resort  to  some  form  of  compulsory  attendance  to 
utilize  those  spacious  halls,  and  make  successful  the  beneficent  etfoiia 
of  those  whose  lives  and  energies  have  been  devoted  to  the  promotion 
of  so  useful  a  public  institution. 

Youi-s  respectfully, 

C.  T.  Andrews. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


COUNTY  OF  RICHMOND. 

R.  Benoit,  Inspector. 

Sir, — In  submitting  this  my  annual  school  report  for  the  year 
1878,  I  have  to  state  that  nothing  unusual  and  requiring  special 
remark  has  taken  place  in  our  educational  condition  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  It  becomes  monotonous,  not  to  say  ridiculous,  to  repeat 
oneself  from  year  to  year,  to  point  out  on  the  one  hand  the  same 
defects,   wants  and  obstacles;  and  on  the  other,  suggest  the  same 
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remedies,  making  comments  on  these  and  those  that  have  become 
threadbare. 

For  statistical  information  generallj",  I  beg  to  refer  you  and  the 
general  reader  to  the  table<l  abstracts  already  forwarded  to  your  office, 
and  which  are  embodied  in  the  Provincial  Report. 

The  number,  grade  and  sex  of  the  teachers  employed  in  this 
county  during  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  subjoined  table : — 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Male. 

1 

Female. 

Total. 

Winter  Term . . . 

1 

14 

18 

22 

8 

42 

21 

63 

Summer  Term . . 

1 

13 

18 

21 

18 

36 

33 

71 

I  regret  to  report  that  while  the  number  of  sections  and  schools  is 
on  the  increase,  and  thereby  increased  facilities  afford rd  our  people  to 
give  education  to  their  children,  the  number  of  pupils  registered  and 
in  daily  attendance  is  not  proportionately  keeping  pace  with  this 
progress.  What  with  neglect  and  indifference  on  the  part  of  some 
parents,  the  hard  times  and  consequent  poverty,  too  large  a  number  of 
children  do  not  go  to  school  at  all,  and  of  those  who  do  go,  many 
attend  irregularly.  The  remedy  for  this  indifference  and  neglect,  and 
consequent  evil,  some  people  allege,  is  compulsory  education.  After 
all  that  has  been  said  and  written  in  its  favor,  I  am  still  of  opinion, 
with  due  deference  to  the  views  of  some  educationists,  that  it  is  by 
far  more  advisable  to  leave  the  eradication  of  the  evil  complained  of 
to  the  process  of  time,  which  is  slow  if  you  w^ill,  but  which  will  do  it 
effectually,  because  radically.  From  year  to  year,  as  our  system  of 
education  goes  on  developing  itself,  parents  will,  accordingly,  have 
more  education  generally  than  now,  and,  knowing  its  many  advan- 
tages better^  wiil  send  their  children  to  school  without  compulsion. 
With  our  present  means  and  prospects  in  realizing  the  education  of 
the  people  as  a  whole,  I  have  every  confidence  of  the  future,  but  very 
little  in  the  success  of  forced  and,  I  might  say,  unjust  means.  To  say 
nothing  more  about  the  principle  of  a  compulsory  law,  there  would 
be,  necessarily,  so  many  loop-holes  in  such  a  law — so  many  ways  of 
evading  its  provisions — that  it  could  not  be  effective. 

Last  year  I  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  School  Books, 
especially  in  reference  to  the  Maritime  and  Royal  Readei-s,  considering 
both  excellent,  but  giving,  for  reasons  there  stated,  my  preference  to 
the  Maritime  Series.  My  views  have  not  changed  in  this  respect,  but 
1  wish  here  to  bring  to  your  notice  that  the  too  many  Series  of 
Readers  approved  of  by  the  C.  P.  Instruction,  which  are  all  sold 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Province,  are  causing  much 
confusion  in  the  class-room,  interfering  with  proper  classification  of 
scholars,  and  therefore  they  have  become  a  source  of  great  annoyance 
to  teachers.     To  avoid   this   I  would   suggest   that  the   Council  P. 
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Instruction  be  advised  to  choose  that  scries  which,  in  your  opinion, 
is  the  best  and  most  suitable  to  the  wants  of  this  Province,  and 
recommend  it,  and  it  alone,  for  use  in  our  schools. 

While  on  this  subject  I  may  state  that  I  received  during  the  year, 
as  well  as  the  year  before,  specimen  copies  of  a  large  number  of  school 
publications  by  Adam  Miller,  of  Toronto,  and  have  much  pleasure  in 
saying  that,  in  my  opinion,  all  the  school  books  issued  by  that  pub- 
lishing establishment,  copies  of  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
receiving,  are  excellent  text-books,  and  well  worthy  of  being  examined 
by  the  C.  P.  I. 

In  concluding  this  short  report,  I  am  sorry  to  state  that  the 
prospects  of  the  progress  of  the  schools  of  this  county  for  the  next 
year  are  not  encouraging.  During  the  four  or  five  years  of  com- 
mercial depression  through  which  we  have  passed,  and  in  consequence 
of  which  so  many  interests  have  suffered,  education  alone  was  not 
noticeably  impeded  in  its  progress.  But  this  year  our  fisheries  have 
been  so  unremunerative,  the  catch  having  been  so  much  below  the  aver- 
age, and  the  prices  so  low  compared  to  those  of  former  years,  that  con- 
tracted means  and  much  destitution  are  the  painful  results  among 
many  of  .our  fishermen,  who  form  a  large  class  of  the  people  of  this 
county.  These  baneful  consequences  will  make  themselves  felt,  no 
doubt,  among  other  classes,  and  coupled  to  the  depression  already 
existing  in  other  industries,  will  render  our  people,  I  fear,  unequal  to 
the  task  of  supp')rting  the  schools  as  in  the  past.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  trying  time  will  be  of  short  duration,  and  that  the  approach- 
ing new  year  will  see  the  dawn,  at  least,  of  our  former  prosperity, 

I  have  the  honor' to  be,  Sir, 

Respectfully  yours, 

R.  Bexoit. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


SHELBURNE   COUNTY. 

A.   C.   A.   DoANE,    Inspector, 

Sill, — The  close  of  the  school  year  calls  for  the  usual  report  of  the 
condition  of  our  schools  and  the  Work  that  has  been  accomplished. 

While  no  very  especial  changes  have  been  effected,  the  general 
aspect  has  been  encouraing,  and  the  attendance  larger  than  at  any 
previous  period.  The  abstracts  and  tables  forwarded  give  a  statistical 
outline,  and  furnish  much  of  the  information  re([uired. 

Of  sections,  one  new  one  called  Graniteville  has  been  formed  at  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county,  and  as  an  offset.  Light-house  Island  section 
has  been  united  to  that  adjacent,  called  Hawk,  so  that  the  number 
remains  the  same  as  last  reported. 
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Schools  have  been  in  operation  in  all  but  six  sections  of  the  county 
some  portion  of  the  year.  Want  of  school-houses  has  mostly  prevented 
schools  being  conducted  in  the  othei-s  also.  Two  new  houses  have 
been  completed,  one  at  Louis  Head  and  the  other  at  Cape  Negro 
Island.     Both  are  substantial  and  convenient  .structures. 

The  following  tables  will  show  the  number  of  schools,  the  registra- 
tion and  grand  total  days'  attendance,  with  the  number  and  grade  of 
teachers  employed : — 


* 

1  Sections  k  Depabt*s.     Reegist*d  Pupils. 

Grand  Total  ])ay3. 

Winter  Term.  . .. 
Suunner     "     — 

50 
68 

3.01D 
2,748 

188.720 
17;">,y76 

Number  and  Grade.s  of  Teachers. 


Males. 

FCMALRA. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

o 

1 

B. 

C. 

D. 

1 

E. 

c 

Winter  Term.  . . . 
Summer    "     .... 

2 
2 

5        8 
5        2 

1 

2 
1 

17 
10 

2 
2 

10 
23 

11 

lu 

10 
15 

42 
5D 

In  many  of  the  schools  the  teachers  have  shown  superior  teaching 
ability,  a  fitness  for  the  work  and  a  winsome  way  of  securing  the 
attt^ntion  of  pupils.  As  the  attendance  has  generally  been  best  in 
such  schools,  corresponding  improvement  has  followed.  If,  in  some 
others,  the  results  have  not  been  so  satisfactory,  tho  fault  is  in  part 
owing  to  the  youth  and  inexperience  of  the  teachers,  to  the  crowded 
state  of  the  school-rooms,  to  the  want  of  suitable  school  material,  or 
to  irregular  attendance.  In  several  sections  where  graded  schools  are 
needed  too  manj"  pupils  are  crowded  into  one  apartment.  Instruction 
*  in  all  the  branches,  from  the  simplest  elen>ents  to  the  highest 
required  in  our  common  schools,  devolves  upon  one  teacher;  the 
duties  l>ecome  too  onerous,  and  the  work  hurried  and  superfcial. 
There  certainly  should  be  a  limit  to  the  attendance  at  such  schools^ 
and  trustees  should  \)e  required  to  establish  graded  schools  where 
nee<led.  It  is  a  mistaken  notion  that  lo\v  salaries  an<l  crowded  schools 
lessen  the  cost  of  instruction.  Time  is  more  especially  money  in  our 
country  districts  where  young  pei-sons  are  required  to  engage  in  the 
ordinary  avocations  of  tlie  locality  at  an  early  age.  Tho  need,  then, 
of  more  instruction  and  individual  attention,  and  a  proper  division  of 
labour,  so  that  progressive  improvement  may  be  successfully  pro- 
moted is  apparent. 

With  regard  to  irregular  attendance,  so  much  has  been  said  in 
former  reports  that  a  reference  to  it  becomes  a  mere  repetition,    Tho 
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«vil,  however,  continues,  preventing  successful  teaching,  checking  the 
jseal  of  teachers,  disorganizing  classes,  retarding  the  prograss  of  whole 
schools,  and  injuriously  affecting  the  educational  prospects  of  the 
rising  generation.  Many  are  asking  for  the  enactment  of  a  law  for 
enforced  attendance,  and  circumstances  seem  to  indicate  that  the  time 
has  fully  arrived  when  such  might  be  judiciously  added  to  our  statutes. 

Of  school  material  there  is  still  an  insufficiency  owing  to  the  rate- 
payei-s  at  the  annual  meeting  neglecting  to  vote  money  for  the 
purchase  of  what  is  needed.  Trustees  thus  excuse  themselves  by 
saying  they  have  no  money  to  purchase  with. 

Books  are  in  most  instances  supplied  by  parents,  but  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  selections  are  too  often  made  unsuited  to  the  attain- 
ments of  the  children.  Hence,  in  reading  a  hesitating  and  stammering 
habit  is  induced.  The  histories  of  Mova  Scotia  and  the  Dominion  in 
use  are  not  generally  satisfactory  to  teachers,  and  as  a  result  fewer 
pupils  than  formerly  are  engaged  in  the  study  of  them.  A  good 
history  of  the  Dominion,  adapted  to  the  wants  of  our  Province,  seems 
Killed  for.  There  is  also  a  lack  of  uniformity  in  grammar,  some 
using  McCabe's  and  others  Lennie's.  Of  writing  books,  Beatty*s  in 
many  respects  might  claim  the  preference,  as  the  tracing  and  space 
rulings  aid  much  in  systematizing  the  work,  giving  the  pupils  correct 
ideas  of  the  form  and  structure  of  letters,  and  leading  them  onward 
in  successive  steps  to  the  highest  art  of  penmanship. 

During  the  winter  visitation  special  attention  was  given  to  the 
manner  in  which  arithmetic  was  being  taught,  defects  pointed  out, 
improvements  suggested,  and  test  questions  submitted.  In  too  many 
instances  a  lack  of  thoroughness  in  the  elementary  rules  was  evinced. 
It  Y^s  gratifying  to  notice  at  the  summer  visitation  that  a  marked 
improvement  had  been  effected,  and  that  the  black-boards  had  been 
more  frequently  brought  into  requisition  in  explanation  of  the  subjects 
discussed. 

Mental  arithmetic  should  receive  more  attention.  There  are  but 
few  text-books  in  use,  and  teachers  rely  on  such  questions  as  momen- 
taril}'  occur  to  their  thoughts,  very  good  often  of  the  kind,  but  not 
sufficienly  varied  to  give  the  stretch  of  thought  that  the  questions  in 
Greenleaf's  or  McLellan*s  Mental  Arithmetics  would  furnish. 

The  higher  branches  of  common  school  studies,  as  algebra,  geometry 
and  general  history,  obtain  as  much  consideration  as  the  state  of  affairs 
will  admit.  Not  a  few  teachers  are  justly  proud  of  the  attainments  of 
some  of  their  pupils,  who  manifest  a  desire  for  loftier  aims  and  nobler 
purposes. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to  the  schools  separately,  •or  to  point 
out  the  special  excellencies  of  some  or  the  defects  of  others.  Those 
spoken  of  in  last  years  report  still  sustain  a  creditable  reputation, and 
in  many  others  very  much  that  is  commendable  has  been  achieved,  so 
that,  notwithstanding  many  hindrances,  our  schools  are  generally 
characterized  by  gradually  progressive  improvement. 

With  more  interest  on  the  part  of  parents  in  the  educational  wel- 
fare of  their  children,  more  attention  to  required  duties  and  school-room 
wants  on  the  part  of  trustees,  and  more  zeal  in  their  work  and  a 
greater  eagerness  to  excel  in  their  profession  on  the  part  of  teachers, 
we  may  reasonably  expect  in  the  future  proportionate  advancement  on 
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the  part  of  the  pupils,  and  a  higher  standard  of  attainment  in  the 
various  branches  taught. 

Among  the  improvements  contemplated  for  the  ensuing  year  are 
the  building  of  a  school-house  at  Middle  Clyde,  a  thinly  settled 
section  where  but  few  school  advantages  have  been  afforded  ;  another 
at  Upper  Wood's  Harbour  with  two  apartments  for  a  graded  school, 
and  the  furnishing  of  improved  desks  in  the  hoascs  at  Little  and 
Green  Harbour  sections. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  A.  DoA^vE, 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


VICTORIA  COUNTY. 

Rev.  K.  McKenzie,  Inspector, 

Sir, — The  following  report  of  the  public  schools  of  Victoria,  for 
the  year  ended  Oct.  31st,  1878, 1  beg  respectfully  to  submit  for  your 
consideiation. 

The  number  of  school  sections  now  in  this  county  is  78.  But 
although  there  is  nominally  this  number,  several,  viz :  Rear  Upper 
Washabuck,  St.  Ann's  Mountain,  South  Side  St.  Ann's,  White  Point, 
and  Cape  St.  Lawrence,  are  without  organization  or  school  houses. 

Big  Bank,  No,  42,  had  during  the  year  it  boundaries  remodelled, 
and  a  new  school  house  erected.  Baddeck  Bridge,  No.  2,  and  Gill  is 
Point,  No.  34,  are  moving  in  the  direction  of  a  new  building  in  each. 
Gairloch  Mountain,  No.  19,  has  recovered  from  a  state  of  inactivity, 
built  during  the  year  a  new  school  house,  and  had  school  in  operation 
the  Summer  Term.  Rear  of  Baddeck,  No.  11,  had  unfortunately  its 
school  house  destroyed  by  .ire ;  the  origin  of  which  has  not  been 
discovered.  S.  S.  Little  Narrows,  West,  No.  77,  made  little  or  no 
progress  since  its  formation  into  a  distinct  section  last  year.  This 
state  of  things  does  not  reflect  credit  on  the  intelligence  or  energy  of 
the  ratepayers  of  said  section.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  with- 
out much  further  delay,  bestir  themselves  in  a  manner  worthy  the 
important  cause  under  consideration. 

Section  No.  61  is  without  a  school,  and  will  be,  probably,  until  it 
has  a  new  school-house. 

There  were  employed  during  the  Winter  Term  68  teachers,  in  a 
similar  number  of  schools,  and,  in  summer,  the  same  number  in  67 
schools,  besides  Messrs.  McQueen  and  Stewart,  who  taught  for  a 
short  time  as  assistants  in  the  Baddeck  Academy. 
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The  following  tables  present  the  teachers  classified : — 

Winter  Term, 

A^      B.       C.        D.         E. 

Males 1         4         15         19  0  =  39  \p« 

Females 10         10  9-29  j^^ 

Summer  Term. 

A.      B.        C.        D.        E. 
Males 1         5         13         15  0  =  34)  ^^ 

Females.........  10         12         12  =  343^^ 

As  miiiute  and  full  details  are  given  in  the  A  and  B  Abstracts, 
already  forwarded,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  occupy  space  here  with 
those  statistics. 

The  Baddeck  Academy,  during  the  Winter  Term,  had  a  very  good 
attendance  of  pupils ;  as  usual,  a  number  of  tcachei*s  from  the  country 
availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  head  department, 
but  left  in  the  becjinninor  of  summer  to  en^mnrQ  in  teachinor. 

All  the  departments  appear  to  be  conducted  in  an  efficient  manner, 
and  to  give  on  the  whole  general  satisfaction. 

There  is  still  a  great  falling  off,  in  the  attendance  during  summer, 
especially  after  the  vacation.  Were  this  to  commence  about  the  first 
or  second  week  in  August,  it  is  generally  believed  it  would  be  the 
means  of  increasinor  the  average  dailv  attendance  in  at  least  all  the 
school  districts  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Province ;  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt  if  this  arrangement  can  be  made  by  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  without  seriously  affecting  the  harmonious  working  of  the 
present  school  system,  it  would  tend  to  give  in  those  districts  more 
general  satisfaction. 

The  desirableness  of  this,  or  some  such  change  has  been  iterated 
and  re-iterated  in  the  reports  of  Inspectors  of  said  districts  from  time 
to  time.  If  the  due  consideration  or  this  matter  therefore  should  lead 
the  said  Council  to  perceive  that  such  a  change  would  not  be  out  of 
harmony  with  our  excellent  school  system,  but  on  the  contrary,  be 
fitted  to  render  it  more  effective  and  satisfactorv,  it  does  not  seem 
unreasonable  to  expect  that  it  should,  in  the  interests  of  education, 
engage  its  earnest  attention. 

The  schools  in  this  county  have  been  twice  visited  and  inspected 
during  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  those  at  Cape  North  the  Winter 
Term,  and  two  or  three  others  which  were  closed  on  the  occasion  of 
my  visiting  the  sections  in  which  they  were  located. 

It  seems  due  to  the  teachers  of  some  of  the  schools  to  say,  that 
they  have  been  faithful,  diligent  and  painstaking. 

With  regard  to  a  number  of  others  it  may  be  said,  that  though 
they  should  have  possessed  higher  qualifications  than  they  did  possess, 
it  would  be  difficult  for  them  under  the  circumstances  to  teach  to 
advantage  from  want  of  proper  school  equipments ;  but  I  am  glad  to 
say,  that  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  regard  to  the  A  Returns. 
Many  of  the  B  Returns  are  very  defective  and  incorrect,  on  account 
of  which,  the  attention  of  the  Secretaries  to  Trustees  must  be  directed 
with  greater  care  to  the  matter  of  filling  them  in. 
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It  appeai-s  that  Nova  Scotia  is  now  overstocked  with  the  teaching 
pmfession.  That  is  far  from  being  the  case  in  this  county.  Owins 
to  the  excess  of  schools  over  available  teacliers,  holding  Provincial 
License,  and  the  low  remuneration  generally  offered  for  their  services, 
very  considerable  difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  the  necessary 
supplj' ;  and  the  results  of  the  examination  in  July  last,  indicate  that 
this  deficiency  cannot  be  soon  met  by  teac^hers  of  the  county. 

Were  a  few  of  our  school  sections  that  can  afford  it,  to  set  an 
example  of  providing  a  reasonably  liberal  amount  of  funds  for  school 
purposes,  and  to  secure  the  services  of  some  well  qualified  and  efficient 
teacners,  with  a  Normal  School  training,  they  would  not  only  thereby 
benefit  themselves,  but  prove,  I  have  no  doubt,  by  stimulating  others 
to  adopt  a  similar  course,  an  effective  means  of  raising  the  standard 
of  teaching  throughout  the  county. 

We  hope  the  Canada  Journal  of  Education,  so  highly  recommended 
by  leading  educationists  may  have  a  general  circulation  among  all  our 
teachers,  and  others  interested,  and  that  a  laudable  spirit  of  ambition 
to  keep  at  least  in  sight,  if  not  abreast  of  the  educational  progress  of 
the  day  may  ere  long  be  the  happy  result. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Kexxeth  McKenzik. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


YARMOUTH  COUNTY. 

G.  J.  Farish,  M.D.,   Inspector. 

Sir, — The  closing  month  of  another  year  reminds  me  that  my 
report  of  the  schools  of  this  county  up  to  the  31.st  of  October,  1878,  is 
now  due.  Their  condition  during  that  period  is  briefly  given  in  the 
following  pages. 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  no  such  thinor  as  standintj  still  in  this 
world,  that  if  we  do  not  progress  we  must  of  necessity  retrograde.  Our 
state  heretofore  has  been  one  of  progression,  at  times  rapid  ;  but  for 
the  last  year  we  have  been  in  that  unenviable  position  that  almost 
amounts  to  losing  ground.  A  few  particulars  will  show  how  stationary 
educational  matters  have  been  with  us  during  the  two  financially 
depressed  terms  of  1878. 
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1877.  1878. 

Schools Winter 78  78 

Summer 76  78 

Teachers  and  assistants Winter 91  91 

Slimmer 84  92 

Pupils Winter 4,280  4,264 

" Summer 4,007  4,022 

Days*  attendance Winter 296,687  302,206 

Summer 267,393  2.34,400 

Amount  assessed Whole  year 324,220  $22,590 

Paid  to  teachers "         21,138  19,803 

Total  expended  by  trustees "         31,152  27,519 

We  have  nothinij  to  blame  for  this  state  of  affairs  but  the  extreme 
hardness  of  the  times ;  and  I  presume  the  same  cause  operates  with 
equal  force  throughout  the  whole  Province.  Our  condition  does  not 
indicate  any  relaxation  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  people,  for  I  feel 
convinced  that  when  business  improves  we  will  make  a  rapid  advance 
in  our  school  matters.  It  seems  useless  to  urge  the  people  to  do  more ; 
they  attempt  all  they  are  able- to  perform. 

The  character  of  the  schools  and  teachers  is  well  sustained  ;  they 
compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  previous  year  in  our  school 
history.  We  have  now  60  sections  in  the  county,  and  of  three  only 
can  it  be  said  that  they  have  had  no  school  dunng  any  part  of  the 
year.  Of  these  three,  the  first  is  a  new  section  formed  only  last  year, 
which  had  not  had  time  to  build  a  house,  but  is  now  in  full  and 
successful  opt.*ralioii,  with  an  experienced  lirst-class  male  teacher,  in  a 
house  thoroughly  finished  and  furnished,  and  costing  850  dollars.  The 
second  is  a  w^ry  poor  and  scattered  settlement,  which  is  be-stirring 
itself,  has  voted  400  dollars  to  build  a  house,  and  will  in  a  vear  or 
two  take  its  place  among  the  noble  army  of  workers.  And  the  third 
is  the  "  Salmon  River  Settlement "  of  our  Anglo- African  brethren, 
whom  my  life-long  eftbrts  have  been  ineffectual  in  arousing  to  a  sense 
of  their  duty,  and  who  go  on  in  the  same  old  track ;  often  talking,  as 
is  their  wont,  but  never  acting,  as  is  their  fault.  They  will  not  even 
organize,  for  fear  of  being  compelled  to  do  their  part  towards  the 
support  of  a  school.  I  do  not  believe  the  person  is  now  living  who 
will  see  any  awakening  in  their  sluggish  nature.  They  are  literally 
a  dark  blot  upon  our  otherwise  fair  educational  roll. 

Since  my  last  report  the  teachers  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
comparing  the  new  reading  books,  and  make  up  their  mind  which 
they  prefer.  I  find  the  Maritime  Series  most  in  favor,  and  it  is 
certainly  an  excellent  compilation,  well  suited  to  our  wants,  and 
deserving  the  patronage  of  the  public.  It  lies  under  the  disadvantage 
of  coming  late  into  the  field.  The  new  No.  6  is  a  great  improvement 
upon  the  fii*st  issue. 

I  wish  again  to  record  my  condemnation  of  the  low  class  Per- 
missive Licenses.  They  were  once  a  necessity;  they  are  now  a 
nuisance.  They  are  working  much  evil,  but  it  is  difficult  to  banish 
them.  I  would  recommend  that  they  be  entirely  abolished  throughout 
the  Province  by  authority.  Some  of  the  poor  sections  will  plead  that 
they  are  not  able  to  pay  a  properly  licensed  teacher,  but  that  should 
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not  perpetuate  an  evil.  One  such  section  which  had  always  been  so 
favored,  on  being  told  positively  that  the  favor  should  be  continued 
no  longer  in  their  case,  immediately  employed  a  teacher  holding  a 
license  of  Grade  C.     In  this  county  I  have  reduced  the  number  to  six. 

I  congratulate  the  Inspectors  upon  the  prospect  of  new  blank 
returns  and  abstracts  being  adopted.  How  such  a  paper  as  Return  B, 
especially,  could  have  been  tolerated  so  long,  is  a  wonder.  As  they 
are  sent  in  to  me  they  are  totally  unreliable,  in  most  cases  made  out 
by  the  wildest  guess  work ;  and  were  it  not  that  I  am  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  whole  educational  system  of  the  county,  would 
be  of  no  statistical  value  whatever  to  the  Department.  To  correct 
them  and  prepare  the  abstract,  give  the  Inspectors  more  trouble  than 
all  the  other  office-work  put  together.  I  have  never  yet  received 
more  than  three  or  four  complete  and  connect  ones  from  the  trustees. 

In  former  years  we  were  dependent  upon  our  neighbouring  counties 
for  a  supply  of  teachers.  We  can  now  meet  our  own  wants,  and  have 
a  surplus  for  others  who  may  be  in  need.  Notwithstanding  that  our 
own  people  are  in  some  cases  seeking  employment,  and  without 
success,  there  are  sections  so  unpatriotic  as  still  to  send  abroad  for 
their  needs,  under  the  false  supposition,  I  presume,  that  an  imported 
commodity  must  of  necessity  be  better  than  the  native  article.  In 
the  matter  of  teachers,  I  must  state  my  deliberate  conviction  that  I  no 
longer  find  this  to  be  the  case ;  we  can  now  supply  as  good  as  we 
can  import. 

Our  school-houses,  grounds  and  apparatus  are  generally  in  a  fair 
state.  While  some  sections  have  neglected  to  repair,  and  deserve 
blame,  others  have  complied  with  my  wishes  in  that  respect,  and  are 
entitled  to  much  praise. 

The  cheap  supply  of  the  Canada  School  Journal  will  be  a  great 
boon  to  the  teachers,  and  ours  appear  to  think  so,  for  I  have  already 
obtained  105  subscribers  to  the  work. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  Farish. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS. 


CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT. 

Office  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissionehs 

for  the  citv  of  halifax. 


} 


To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education  for  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia: 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  tabular  state- 
ments and  documents  which  make  apparent  the  condition  and  progress 
of  the  schools  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners, 
for  the  City  of  Halifax,  during  the  past  year. 

The  Commissioners  claim  that  in  addition  to  the  results  exhibited 
by  these  statements  of  numbers  and  amounts,  considerable  progress 
has  been  made  in  many  of  the  City  Schools  by  an  inci'eased  efficiency 
in  the  teaching  staff,  which  is  daily  achieving  greater  success  than  in 
the  past;  and  is  constantly  stimulating  the  desire  of  the  pupils  for 
advanced  and  finished  education. 

The  difficulties  which  in  former  years  have  arisen  from  an  over- 
crowding— especially  in  the  summer  months — of  the  classes  attended 
by  the  younger  children,  and  from  the  scanty  attendance  of  the  more 
advanced  pupils,  have  continued  to  operate  during  the  past  year.  The 
inevitable  results  are,  first,  an  apparent  want  of  efficiency  and  vigour 
in  the  senior  departments ;  secondly,  a  periodical  recurrence  of  the 
demand  for  an  addition  to  the  staif  of  teachers  engaged  in  the  work  of 
primary  instruction.  Notwithstanding  these  disadvantages,  the  mid- 
summer examinations  resulted  most  satisfactorily,  and  evinced  l>eyond 
those  of  former  years — especially  in  the  more  advanced  classes — the 
progress  in  both  teachers  and  pupils  which  has  already  been  claimed 
in  the  preceding  paragraph.  The  usual  public  criticisms  of  the  mode  of 
conducting  these  examinations  were  made  by  writers  in  the  press.  It 
w^as  urgently  contended  that  the  pupils  should  be  subjected  to  tests 
by  which  the  examiners  and  the  public  could  ascertain  just  how  much 
the  pupils  had  actually  and  accurately  learned,  and  that  the  usual 
midsummer  distribution  of  piizes  should  be  regulated  by  the  decision 
which  should  be  ariived  at  by  an  examination  so  conducted.  A  very 
slight  acquaintance,  however,  with  the  facts,  will  show  that  such  a 
theory  is  impracticable.  The  Board  are  not  only  willing,  but  anxious, 
that  all  pei^ons  interested  in  education  should  take  every  opportunity 
to  test  the  progress  of  the  schools  by  visiting  and  examining  them, — 
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and  to  all  such  persons  all  the  schools  are  open  for  this  pui-pose  on 
^very  teaching  day ;  but  the  midsummer  examinations  are  intended 
more  as  voluntary  exhibitions  on  the  part  of  pupils  and  teachers  of 
their  educational  acquirements  and  skill,  than  as  examinations  in  the 
strict  sense  of  the  word.  This  is  all  that  can  be  accomplished  when 
so  man}*  classes  have  to  be  examined  within  a  very  limited  time. 
Again,  as  regards  prizes,  they  are  awarded,  not  merely  for  proficiency 
in  the  studies  which  are  referred  to  on  examination  day,  but  for  regular 
atttmdance  and  good  deportment  during  the  whole  term,  and  for  appli- 
cation to,  and  proficiency  in,  branches  which  may  not  then  be  examined 
into. 

There  are  peculiar  circumstances  connected  with  the  City  Schools 
which  render  it  desirable  that  the  Board  should  have  the  power  to 
regulate  the  time  for  grading.  That  power  has  sometimes  been  exer- 
cised as  a  matter  of  necessity.  The  more  advanced  pupils  generally 
leave  school  at  the  time  of  the  midsummer  vacation.  It  would  be  far 
more  satisfactory  in  Halifax  to  permit  the  grading  to  be  carried  out 
immediately  after  that  vacation,  because  the  senior  classes  are  at  that 
time  reduced,  and  the  school  term  in  Halifax  really  then  begins. 

During  the  past  year  the  High  School  building  on  South  Brunswick 
street  was  commenced  and  brought  very  nearly  to  completion.  It  is 
hoped  that  in  the  current  year  this  School  will  be  so  well  established 
and  equipped  as  to  justify  the  great  hopes  which  have  been  generally 
formed  as  regards  its  benefits,  and  the  generous  expenditure  which  has 
been  made  in  its  behalf. 

The  Commissioners  desii-e,  in  conclusion,  to  express  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  courteous  and  vigilant  manner  in  which  the  County 
Inspector  has  discharged  his  duties  in  relation  to  the  Schools  of  the 
City,  as  well  as  of  the  politeness  and  consideration  which  have  marked 
your  own  intercourse  with  the  Board  and  its  officers. 

I  have.  Sir, 

The  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  S.  D.  Thompson, 
Ualifnx,  2ad  January,  1879.  Chainiian. 


SUPERVISOR'S  REPORT. 

For  the  Term  ended  30th  October,  1878. 


The  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the  City  of  Halifax: 

Gentiemen, — 

A  careful  examination  of  the  returns  from  the  teachers  now 
employed  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city,  exclusive  of  the  high 
school,  for  the  year  ended  Oct.  31st,  1878,  exhibits  the  following 
tesults : — 
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Male  teachers,  23 ;  female  teachera,  81 ;  total  104, — an  increase  of 
3  over  the  number  engaged  last  year. 

Of  the  23  male  teachers,  6  hold  the  Academic  license  or  Grade  A ; 
15  hold  the  1st  Class  license  or  Grade  B ;  and  3  hold  inferior  grades. 

Of  the  81  female  teachei-s,  1  holds  Grade  A;  14  hold  a  Ist  Class 
male  license  or  Grade  B;  59  hold  a  1st  Class  female  license  or  Grade 
C ;  6  the  second  female  license  or  Grade  D ;  and  2  Grade  E,  a  license 
now  cancelled  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  for  the  term  just  ended,  exclusive 
of  the  101  scholars  in  the  high  school,  is  5,279. 

In  this  number  the  sexes  are  almost  equally  represented,  there 
being  2,653  girls  against  2,626  boys. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  of  both  sexes  receiving  instruction  from 
the  108  teachers  of  the  city  staff,  amounts  to  5,380.  This  will  give  a 
proportion  of  the  population  at  school  this  term  of  about  1  in  6,  and 
of  the  5,279  pupils  of  the  free  schools,  an  average  of  about  50  registered 
pupils  to  each  teacher.  For  information  as  to  the  subjects  taught  in  our 
public  schools,  and  the  number  of  pupils  engaged  in  the  several  studies 
of  the  curriculum,  I  refer  the  Board  to  the  tables  herewith  annexed, 
which  will  be  printed  in  the  report. 

The  following  table,  continued  from  last  report,  exhibits  a  compara- 
tive statement  of  the  number  of  enrolled  pupils  and  of  the  average 
daily  attendance  for  thp  yeai-s  ended  Oct.  31,  1874,  1875,  1876,  1877, 
and  1878. 


SCHOOLS. 
Acadian 

18 
Pupils. 
208 

74. 

Av.At. 

147 

394 

77 

390 

140 

'63 
42 
55 

"iHi 

163 
26 
175 
163 
73 
342 
265 
265 
404 

•  •  •    •  • 

1875. 

Pupils.  Av.At. 

200        143 

"614      "457 

124         78 

573        .399 

174        130 

70         44 

95         69 

47          40 

203         63 

612  "446 
197        156 

54  32 
256  169 
225  169 
122  70 
377  341 
280  250 
358  274 
460       410 

83         66 

1876. 

Pupils.  Av.At. 

169        115 

649      "471 

203        106 

5.52        384 

195       i:« 

68         55 

95         73 

38         28 

163         67 

*56'7      "38*2 
198        151 
53         32 
254        181 
233        172 
129         78 
354        260 
268        243 
340       264 
389       337 
144         92 

1877. 

Pupils.  Av.At. 

151         101 

"629  "46'2 
231  150 
577  406 
200        147 

65  49 
100         76 

32  28 
120         61 

48  22 
140  69 
620  409 
203        161 

53  36 
240  175 
246  187 
120  88 
300  213 
324  273 
346  268 
409  356 
170       103 

18 
Piipils. 

161 
174 
542 
195 
552 
197 
60 

loa 

94 

80 

50 
120 
MO 
196 

38 
239 
238 
119 
304 
304 
345 
440 
201 

78. 

Av.At. 
112 

Atrricola  Street 

139 

Albro  Street 

672 
102 
577 
198 

431 

Beech  Street 

Brunswick  Street 

133 
401 

Convent  (Summer  Street). 
Dutch  Villaze 

145 

48 

Hollis  Street 

80 

52 

175 

78 

Industrial 

27 

Inglis 

41 

Lockman  Street 

37 

Maynard  Street 

76 

Morris  Street 

()64 
209 
51 
253 
232 
137 
383 
310 
341 
440 

.^0 

National 

145 

Poor  Asylum 

30 

Richmond 

177 

Kussell  Street 

182 

Salem 

79 

St.  Mary's  (boys) 

235 

"^  (girls) ::.. 

266 

St.  Patricks  (boys) 

^       ••           («irl») 

Tower  Boad 

282 
405 
133 
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ATTENDANCE, 

The  following  teachers  show  s  percentage  of  attendance  of  75  and 
upwards  for  the  term  ended  October  31st,  1878: 

ACADIAN.  Miss  Noble ■ 77 

Miss  UcArthur 76 

Mrs.  Payne*. 75 

AOBICOLA    STEEET. 

Miss  Maloan 84 

Miss  H.  Creighton 84 


Miss  Cunningham  . 


.  81 


ALBBO  STREET. 

Miss  Ida  Creighton 91 

Miss  A,  Mitchell 88 

Miss  Graham  87 

Mra.  Willis 8.1 

Mr.  Kennedy 84 

MissB.  Mitchell 81 

Mr.  Artz 76 

Miss  Elsdon 75 

Miss  Johns 75 

Mr.  Mellish 75 

BEECH  STREET. 

Mr.  Elliott 77 

Mrs.  Hosterman 75 

BR13SSWICK   STEEET. 

Miss  A-  Hamilton 78 

Miss  Logan 78 

Miss  Putnam 75 


Sister  Hartigan 85 

Mailatne  Woods 77 

MissO'Toole 77 

DUTCH   VILLAGE. 

Sister  Cleophas 80 

HOLLIS  STREET. 

Mr.  Vereker 75 

LOCKMAK  STREET. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Smith 75 

MOEKIS    STREET. 

Miss  McQueen 83 

Mr.  Burbidge 77 

MissStrattoa 77 


Miss  Silver 75 

NATIONAL. 

Mr.  Bowles 78 

Miss  Stanford 75 

POOE  ASYLUM. 

Miss  Shields 79 

EICHMOND. 

Miss  McGregor 82 

Miss  Hazel 78 

BUSSELL  STREET. 

Sister  Agatha 93 

Miss  O'Donoghue 76 

SALEM. 

Miss  Walsh 75 

ST.  hart's. 

Sister  MArgaret 92 

Sister  Martina 90 

Mr.  O'Heam 90 

Sister  Clementine 88 

Sister  Csecilia 88 

Sister  Berchmans 87 

MissTorrey 83 

Sister  Xavier 81 

Sister  Gabriel 80 

Sister  Jerome 76 

ST.   PATRICK'S. 

Sister  Helena 95 

Sister  Ambrose 94 

Sister  Pius 93 

Sister  Angela 91 

Mrs.  Guinane 90 

Sister  Felix 88 

Miss  Sullivan 86 

Sister  Michael 85 

Miss  Warner 83 

Kirs.  Coleman 82 

Miss  Carten 77 

TOWER   road. 

Mr.  Archibald 76 

Miss  Townsend 75 
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It  will  appear  from  the  above  figures  that,  as  a  rule,  the  teachers 
who  have  been  most  successful  in  securinji:  a  lar;^(.  average  daily 
attendance  of  their  pupils,  and  consequently  the  highest  percentage  of 
attendance,  are  those  in  charge  cf  the  junior  classes. 

Sister  Helena  of  St.  Patrick's  rei)orts  05  as  her  percentage ;  Sister 
Angela,  01 ;  Mi-s.  Guiiiane,  00 ;  Siskn*  Felix,  88,  and  Miss  Sullivan,  86. 
Sister  Hartigan,  of  the  Convent  Public  School  on  Summer  street, 
reaches  85  per  cent.  Sister  Agatha,  of  Russell  street,  0:?.  Miss  Ida 
Creighton,  of  Albro  Street,  01 ;  Miss  Mitchell,  Mi-s.  Willis,  and  Miss 
Graham,  of  Albro  Street,  88,  85  and  87,  and  so  of  other  junior  dt?i)art- 
ments. 

18GS  AND  1878. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  members  of  the  present  Board 
to  show  the  change  that  has  taken  place  in  some  of  our  schools  during 
the  decade  of  years  now  ended. 

On  the  JHst  Octol)er,  18(i8,  the  interests  of  the  public  schools  of 
Halifax  were  entrusted  to  a  body  of  gentlemen  preside*!  over  by 
Andrew  M.  Uniacke,  Estj.,  D.C.L.,  as  chairman,  and  the  Very  Rev.  M. 
Hannan,  D.D.,  now  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Halifax,  as  vice- 
chairman.  The  other  mend)ers  of  the  Boanl  were  the  Very  Rev. 
AVilliam  Bullock,  D.D.,  Patrick  Power,  Esq.,  James  Thomson,  Esq., 
A.  West,  Esq.,  D.  C?ronan,  Esq.,  Aldermen  Troop,  Richardson,  Nash, 
Blackadar,  Flynn  and  Davis. 

The  Free  School  system  had  been  inauOTrated  and  introduced  into 
the  City  in  180G  with  a  staff  of  35  teachers,  and  an  average  attendance 
of  1780  .scholars  (the  number  registered  is  not  given  in  the  report  of 
that  year).  In  1808  the  number  of  teachers  had  increase<l  to  (i(),  with 
an  average  attenrlance  of  28!)(),  while  the  enrolment  on  the  .school 
registers  gave  4217  pupils.  In  1878  we  have  108  teachers,  an  average 
daily  attendance  of  over  4000  pupils,  with  an  enrolment  of  5."80. 

In  1SG8  In  1873 


Acadian  School              had  boys  and  girls  enrolled  221,  4  teachers. 

Ifil  girla,                 4  teachers. 

Brunswick  Street, 

A  • 

771,9 

5.V.'     '*                    10 

Colonial  (now  Salem,       *'  boys 

ir,s,  2 

111»  Iwys.                 2 

Convent,                             **  boys  and  girls 

1J7,  2 

rJ7  lM>ys  and  girls,  4 

Inglis, 

2l'S.  2 

M)            **              2 

Masons* Hall  (now  Holliri)"  boys 

174,  2 

los          •*            2 

City  Street,                       "     *' 

7.S.  1 

120            "             2 

Kational,                           **  boys  and  girls 

2iM).  3 

llJShoys*,                 4 

Kichmond, 

1 15.  2 

2.'>'J  boys  and  girls.  5 

St.  Luke's  (now  Morris),   " 

212,  4 

.540            •'            11 

St.  Marv's. 

6;<;t,  10 

r»o.s          •*          12 

St.  Patrick's, 

1?>S.  7 

7>5            '*            10 

Kiissell  Street,                  "              " 

2i\\  4 

2:iS            '*              4 

St.  John's  (now  Albio),  " 

24'J,  4 

;542boya,                11 

It  will  appear  from  these  fij^jures  that  the  In<j^lis.  St.  Mary  s,  Salem, 
HoUis  Street  and  Russell  Street  Schools  have  decivased  in  numbers, 
yet  not  through  any  separation  of  the  sexes,  the  mixed  chaiucter  of 
these  schools  remaininjLr  the  same. 

In  all  of  the  othei^s  tln^  increase  in  numbers  is  marked.  St. 
Patrick's,  now  the  largest  school  i^  the  ('ity,  seems  to  have  especially 
prospered,  having  nearly  doubled  its  numbers,  while  it  has  more  than 
doubled  its  teachers. 
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AGRICOLA   STREET. 

This  school  for  girls,  opened  about  a  year  ago,  already  returns  21 4r 
pupils.  It  now  consists  of  five  departments,  and  is  similar  in  point 
of  numbers  and  in  the  ages  of  the  pupils  to  the  five  departments 
for  girls  in  the  Morris  Street  Building.  It  is  quite  natural,  therefore, 
that  this  Institution,  situated  as  it  is  in  a  part  of  the  city  whose  popu- 
lation is  rapidly  increasing,  should  attract  additional  attention  from 
the  Board,  and  that,  as  it  is  assuming  large  proportions,  educational 
facilities  in  advance  of  those  at  fii*st  intended  should  be  accorded  to  it. 

Owing  to  want  of  accommodation  in  the  premises  now  leased,  the 

frimary  department  is  taught  in  the  Albro  Street  School  Building, 
t  is  quite  evident  then  from  the  success  that  has  attended  this  school 
during  the  very  short  time  it  has  been  in  operation,  and  from  the 
numbers  constantly  applying  for  admission,  but  who  have  to  be  refas- 
ed  for  want  of  accommodation  that  a  building  of  say  eight  or  ten 
department's  will  veiy  soon  become  a  necessity  in  this  neighborhood. 

SALEM  AND   HOLLIS  STREET  SCHOOLS. 

I  recommend  that  for  the  future  the  Salem  School  be  considered  a 
branch  cf  St.  Patrick  s,  and  be  regularly  graded  into  it ;  and  that  the 
Hollis  Street  School  be  considered  a  branch  of  St.  Mary's,  and  be 
^Traded  into  it,  just  as  the  pupils  of  the  Prince  William  Street 
School  are  graded  into  the  Brunswick  Street,  and  the  boys  of  Beech 
Street  into  the  Albro  Street  School.  This  will  remedy,  to  some  extent, 
the  manifestly  ineificient  condition  of  the  small  schools,  and  help  to  fill 
the  vacant  places  in  the  senior  departments  of  the  large  ones. 

No  valid  reason  can  be  given  why  boys  inhabiting  certain  districts 
of  the  city  should  be  supplied  with  the  advantages  of  efficient  training 
and  preparation  for  their  future  life's  work,  while  at  the  same  time, 
other  boys,  endowed  by  the  Great  Architect  of  the  TJniverse  with 
equal  physical  and  mental  qualities,  are  consigned  to  the  hands  of 
senility  or  glaring  inefficiency.  There  should  be  no  distinction  in  the 
great  and  serious  matter  of  the  education  of  our  youth.  The  time 
allotted  to  our  children  to  attend  school  is  rapidly  passing  away,  and 
is  consequently  very  very  precious ;  and  as  the  future  of  these  boys 
and  girls  is  to  be  influenced  by  the  quality  of  the  instruction  they  are 
now  receiving,  it  would  be  but  wise  for  the  members  of  the  Board  to 
remember,  that  men  and  citizens  of  a  few  years  hence,  jooking  back 
upon  their  school  days,  may  have  occasion  to  animadvert  bitterly  and 
with  good  reason  upon  the  failure  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  then 
entrusted  with  the  educational  interests  of  this  citv,  to  afford  them 
those  advantages  and  surround  them  with  those  proper  influences  by 
which  their  more  fortunate,  but  not  more  deserving  fellows  in  other 
parts  of  the  city  were  favored. 

INGLIS  SCHOOL. 

The  few  pupils,  boys  and  girls,  that  assemble  from  day  to  day  in 
this  building,  are  taught,  at  present,  by  two  lady  teachers.  I  do  not 
think  the  condition  of  the  school  warrants  a  continuation  of  the 
present  arrangement.  If  the  senior  boys  and  girls  (only  a  few  in 
number)  were  removed  to  the  National  and  Acadian  Schools,  there 
would  be  hardly  enough  left  to  keep  one  teacher  em^\o^e^. 
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LOCKMAN  AND  MAYNARD  STREET  SCHOOLS. 

I  have  to  call  the  especial  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  decided 
improvement  ohservable  in  the  Lockman  and  Maynard  Street  Schools 
for  colored  children.  Mr.  Smith,  now  a  veteran  in  school  matters,  but 
still  as  vigorous  as  ever,  is  unwearied  and  very  successful  in  his  efforts 
to  advance  his  pupils.  Mr.  Huggins,  a  young  teacher,  and  only  a  short 
time  in  your  employ,  has  effected  a  marked  improvement  in  every 
respect  in  the  class  for  colored  boys  in  the  Maynard  Street  School ; 
while  Mr.  Robert  Logan,  another  veteran  teacher,  and  now  in  char^ 
of  a  mixed  school  in  Maynard  Street,  has  been  eminently  successful  in 
moulding  into  shape,  by  superior  discipline,  the  almost  intractable 
material  entrusted  to  his  care ;  it  may  truly  be  said  of  this  very  use- 
ful teacher  "  emoUit  mores  nee  sinit  esse  feros." 

I  must  mention  also,  as  worthy  of  special  commendation,  the  success 
of  Miss  Alice  Walsh,  recently  appointed  to  the  junior  class  in  the 
Salem  School.  This  young,  painstaking  and  conscientious  teacher  has 
effected  a  decided  improvement  in  this  school;  and  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  she  is  so  feebly  aided  in  the  matter  of  discipline  by  the 
adjoining  department. 

VOCAL    MUSIC. 

Mr.  Norton,  the  teacher  of  vocal  music,  continues  to  devote  himself 
honestly  and  assiduously  to  the  duties  of  his  position.  About  3000 
pupils  have  benefited  by  his  instruction  during  the  year.  Acting 
especially  under  my  directions,  as  per  resolution  of  the  Board,  he  has 
paid  more  attention  of  late  to  instruction  in  the  principles  of  music 
than  to  the  practice  of  committing  tunes  to  memory  from  the  music 
book. 

Mr.  Ackhurst,  the  present  chairman  of  our  Teachers*  Committee,,  a 
gentleman  admittedly  skilled  in  music,  and  thoroughly  capable  of 
giving  a  sound  judgment  in  such  matters  will,  I  think,  testify  from 
results  obtained  in  his  presence  on  several  occasions,  that  our  music 
teacher  is  conscientiously  laboring  for  the  advancement  of  his  pupils. 
I  think  it  but  simple  justice  to  this  teacher  to  assure  the  Board  that  he 
is  not  eating  the  bread  of  idleness.  Mr.  Norton  is  doing  all  that  he 
can,  under  the  circumstances ;  but  the  circumstances  themselves  are 
not  favorable  to  rapid  progress  either  in  theory  or  in  the  practice  of 
vocal  music.  To  ensure  proficiency  in  this  branch,  it  should  form  a 
part  of  the  daily  course,  just  as  arithmetic  or  reading  does,  and  this 
cannot  be  brought  about  until  every  teacher  is  competent  to  give 
instruction  in  this  department  of  learning, 

At  present  the  music  teacher  has  about  3000  pupils  to  care  for, 
giving  one  lesson  per  week  to  each  class;  individual  attention  is, 
therefore,  almost  an  impossibility. 

VENTILATION. 

Last  year  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  gloomy 
appearance  and  defective  ventilation  of  some  of  the  rooms  in  the 
Brunswick  Street  and  St.  Patrick's  Schools  in  the  following  language : 

"The  want  of  proper  ventilation  in  some  class  rooms,  and  the 
imperfect  ventilation  of  others,  is  a  subject  demanding  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Board. 
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Rooms  with  low  ceilings,  closely  packed  with  scholars,  inhaling  an 
unhealthy  and  too  frequently  over-heated  atmosphere,  must  soon 
induce  a  feeling  of  lassitude,  destructive  to  the  energy  both  of  teacher 
and  pupils.  I  refer  here  particularly  to  several  class-rooms  in  St. 
Patrick's  and  Brunswick  Street  Schools,  in  which  the  cheering  in- 
fluence of  sunshine  is  never  experienced." 

I  regret  to  remind  the  Board  that  but  little  has  been  done  to 
remedy  the  evils  referred  to. 

SEMI-ANNUAL    RETUHNS. 

Notwithstanding  a  very"  decided  improvement  observable  in  the 
semi-annual  returns  of  teachers  since  the  issuiuof  of  my  last  report,  Jr 
have  still  to  complain  of  certain  omissions  and  inaccuracies,  which  a 
little  more  vigilance  and  care  on  the  part  of  principals  and  other 
teachers  ought  to  remedy.  I  propose,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Board,  to  publish  in  the  report  of  next  year  the  names  of  those  whose 
returns  are  particularly  noted  for  neatness  and  correctness,,  as  also  the 
names  of  any  who  may  pei-sist  in  inexcusable  blundering  and  want  of 
neatness. 

A  teacher  of  Grade  B  ought  not  persistently  to  return  as  per 
centage  of  attendance  during  the  term,  figures  indicating  by  the  clearly 
and  distinctly  marked  decimal  point  a  number  less  than  one  scholar 
while  at  the  same  time  the  average  daily  attendance  is  put  down  at, — 
say  40  or  50.  If  this  absurdity  arises  from  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher,  it  is  simply  inexcusable ;  if  from  ignorance,  it  goes  to  show, 
in  addition  to  many  other  unmistakeable  proofs  afforded  from  time  to 
time,  the  value  to  be  attached  to  licenses  B  and  C  scattered  so  pro- 
fusely over  the  Province  in  former  years. 

SALARIES — ANNUAL   INCREASE. 

Among  the  regulations  published  by  the  Board,  affecting  the  salaries 
of  teachers,  will  be  found  the  following : 


"No  teacher  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  daring  any  school  year  the  annaal  increase 
provided  for  by  the  foregoing  regulations,  unless  he  or  she  shall,  during  the  preceding  year, 
oave  maintained  a  satisfactory  standard  of  efficiency ;  snch  standard  to  be  fixed  and  deter- 
mined by  the  Board." 

The  last  clause  of  the  above,  "  such  standard  to  be  fixed  and  deter- 
mined by  the  Board,"  is  now  explained  by  the  following  resolution 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Board  in  November,  1877,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  on  Teachers,  and  first  acted  upon,  as 
regards  the  salaries,  in  November,  1878 : 

"  Unsolved,  That  a  book,  tabulated  throughout,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Supervisor; 
that  10  l)e  the  maximum  number  to  he  awarded  for  the  highest  excellence  under  each  head; 
and  that  no  teacher,  whose  general  average  for  the  period  for  services  during  which  an 
iDcrea-HO  of  salary  is  claimed  shall  be  less  than  7.  shall  be  entitled  to  the  annual  increase 
provided  for  by  the  existing  regulations  of  the  Board ;  and  resolved,  that  the  services  of 
any  teacher,  whose  class  does  not  maintain  a  general  average  of  not  less  than  5,  shall  be 
dispensed  with  by  the  Board." 

I  subjoin,  for  the  information  of  our  teachers,  a  specimen-page  of 
the  book  now  used  by  the  Supervisor  in  his  visits  of  inspection,  filling 
in  some  of  the  columns  with  imaginary  names  and  figures  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  the  table. 
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PUBLIC    EXAMINATIONS. 

The  annual  midsummer  examinations  of  our  schools,  as  now 
conducted,  are  neither  satisfactory  nor  profitable  to  those  more  inmie- 
diately  concerned  in  them.  1  admit  that  the  exhibition  in  one  or  two 
of  the  senior  departments  of  each  school  proves  much  as  to  the  pro- 
gress made  by  the  pupils  of  these  departments,  but  I  must  state  my 
conviction  at  the  same  time,  that  the  examination,  or  rather  what  is 
called  the  examination  of  the  remaining  classes,  proves  but  little.  A 
day  is  named  on  which  the  Connnissioners  propose  to  examine  one  of 
our  prominent  schools,  and  an  announcement  of  the  examination  is 
made  in  the  newspapei*s.  The  public  is  then  let  loose  upon  the 
building;  men,  women  and  children  run  riot  through  the  premises, 
blocking  up  the  halls  and  class-rooms  to  such  an  extent  that  examiners 
and  teachers  find  it  a  difficult  matter  to  get  through  the  densely 
packed  crowd.  The  consequence  of  this  is  that  the  teachers  and 
scholars  become  embarrassed  and  excited.  The  examination,  which 
ought  in  all  fairness  to  be  conducted  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances, is  then  rushed  through  with  railroad  speed  and  under  the  most 
difficult  and  unfavourable  circumstances.  I  have  seen  pupils  in  St. 
Patrick's,  Albix),  Brunswick,  and  other  schools  during  these  exhibitions, 
bonie  down  by  the  weight  of  persons  rudely  leaning  upon  their 
shoulders.  I  have  seen  the  passages  between  the  tiers  of  seats  filled  by 
visitors  to  such  an  extent  as  to  obstruct  the  view  of  the  black-board 
from  which  the  class  was  expecte<l  to  work.  An  hour  or  an  hour  and 
a-half  is  then  devoted  to  an  examination  in  the  coui*se  of  studv,  in  a 
department  where  four  hours  at  least  should  have  been  given  to  do 
justice  to  the  scholars.  The  result  is  in  some  cases  disai)pointment, 
and  an  impression  adverse  to  the  leputation  of  the  teacher. 

A  change  for  the  better,  both  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  con- 
ducting these  examinations  is  much  nee<led.  Justice  to  the  teacher 
and  justice  to  the  .scholar  demand  it  I  am  not  just  now  prepared 
to  submit  a  plan  perfect  in  all  its  parts,  but  I  take  the  liberty 
of  suggesting  that  in  the  large  schools  the  examination  of  all  save 
the  two  senior  departments  be  held  in  the  month  of  April,  just 
before  the  grading,  so  that  the  teacher  shall  have  the  benefit  of  his  or 
her  senior  class,  and  that  this  examination  be  held  in  the  presence  of 
Commissioners  and  parents.  I  would  then  have  an  examination  of  the 
advanced  classes  open  to  the  pul)lic  under  proper  regulations  in  the 
month  of  June,  in  order  to  avoid  the  exti-eme  heat  of  July,  and  in 
order  not  to  interfere  with  the  prepamtion  of  candidates  going  up  to 
the  Provincial  examination  for  license.  '\ 

9 

TRANSFER   OF  TEACHERSf. 

I  would  recommend  the  Board  to  exercise  extreme  caution  in  the 
future,  in  adopting  and  authorizing  changes  in  the  teaching  staff*,  upon 
the  suggestion  or  recommendation  of  persons  not  in  a  position  to  judge, 
whether  such  change  or  transfer  will  conduce  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
departments  affected  by  such  proposal. 

When  I  came  into  office  in  1877  I  found  the  senior  girls*  depart- 
ment of  St.  Mary's  School,  then  under  the  able  tuition  of  Sister 
Camilla,  second  to  none  in  the  City.     I  regret  to  say   that  I  cannot 
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80  characterize  this  department  to-day.  The  decadence  so  noticeable 
in  this  claStS  arises  simply  from  the  frequent  transfer  of  teacher,  and 
not  from  any  inferiority  in  the  attainments  or  teaching  ability  of  those 
recently  in  charge. 

Miss  Miller  and  Miss  Mackintosh  of  the  Brunswick  Street  School 
have,  by  continued,  harmonious  and  concerted  action,  succeeded  in 
bringing  their  departments  to  a  state  of  efficiency  to  be  legitimately 
envied  by  other  teachers.  The  same  may  be  said  also  of  Sisters 
Michael  and  Ambrose,  who  so  ably  conduct  the  senior  girls'  classes  in 
St.  Patrick's  School ;  and  I  do  hope  that  the  teacher  now  in  charge  of 
the  senior  department  in  St.  Mary's  will  be  allowed  to  remain  in  that 
position,  in  order  that  the  class  may  in  time  reach  a  state  of  efficiency 
similar  to  that  which  it  enjoyed  when  I  first  knew  it. 

HIGH   SCHOOL. 

The  third  examination  for  honor  scholarships,  and  for  admission  as 
paying  pupils  to  this  Institution  was  held  by  the  teachers  of  the 
School  on  the  15th  July,  1878.  The  subjects  of  examination  were  the 
same  as  those  of  former  trials,  viz. :  English  Grammar,  Spelling,  Geo- 
graphy, History,  Arithmetic,  Geometry,  Algebra  to  the  end  of  Fractions, 
Writing  and  Composition. 

The  following  young  gentlemen  obtained  honors,  having  gained 
the  general  average  of  70  per  cent,  or  upwards,  required  by  the  Board. 


DeBlois  Smith,  aged  15 
John  Miller,  "      15 

Henry  S.  Adams,  "  13 
Thos.  Davidson,  "  IG 
Charlas  Twining,  "  12 
John  CArie,  "      14 


84  per  cent. ;  Morris  Sti*eet  School. 

75  "  National  School. 

74  "  Albro  Street  School. 

72  "  Morris  Street  School. 
71 


In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  young  gentlemen  reached 
the  standard  required  for  admission  as  paying  pupils,  viz. :  "  A  general 
average  of  50  per  cent.,  and  not  less  than  40  on  any  one  subject" : 


Hugh   Fraser,  aged 

12 

;   C8 

per  cent; 

Morris  Street  School. 

Albert  Boak, 

13; 

GG 

it 

Arthur  Hawkins,  " 

IG; 

G4 

Albro  Street  School. 

William  Roome,   " 

12; 

G4 

(( 

Charles  Hedley,   " 

12; 

G3 

Morris  Street  School. 

Hairy  Blackwood," 

12; 

G2 

(t 

Nelson  Crcskill,   " 

14; 

62 

<c 

David  Flemuiing, " 

12; 

61 

i<            • 

James  Potter,       " 

12; 

53 

« 

As  several  important  propositions  looking  to  the  future  prosperity 
of  this  School  have  so  recently  Ijeen  submitted  by  the  Venerable  Arch- 
deacon Gilpin,  D.D.,  Head-Master,  and  are  now  before  the  Boaid,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  I  should  repeat  them  here. 


EXAMINATIONS   FOR   PROVINCIAL   LICENSES. 

It  is  a  matter  for  congmtulation  that  a  step  in  the  right  direction 
has  been  taken  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  in  the  matter  of 
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Provincial  Licenses.     Grade  E  (third  class  female)  will  cease  to  exist 
in  future.     The  following  is  minute  of  Council  respecting  the  Grade : 

"  The  Rej^lations  heretofore  in  force  regarding  the  classification  and  examination  of 
t^hers  are  amended  by  the  omis^on  of  all  contained  therein  that  relates  to  Grade  £ 
License,  so  called,  and  lo  provision  e^hall  be  made  for  the  further  issue  of  such  License." 

Candidates  for  Grade  C  may  substitute  French  for  Book-keeping ; 
and  those  for  Grade  B  (first  class  male),  may  substitute  French  for 
either  Chemistry  or  Natural  Philosophy. 

As  the  amount  of  Book-keeping  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  Province  is  considered  bv  very  many  of  no  great  value,  I  can 
readily  understand  the  substitution  therefor  of  a  highly  useful  modem 
language,  and  especially  of  that  still  spoken  by  a  large  proportion  of 
the  population  of  this  Dominion. 

In  the  case  of  Grade  B  (first  class  male),  the  regulation  permitting 
the  substitution  of  French  for  either  Chemistry  or  Natural  Philosophy 
(in  view  of  the  very  limited  knowledge  of  either  subject  acquired 
under  present  circumstances  in  the  preparation  for  examination)  is 
also  to  be  highly  commended ;  and  if  allowed  the  privilege  of  making 
a  suggestion  to  our  excellent  Superintendent  of  Education,  I  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  additional  marks  in  favour  of  candidates* 
for  Grade  C  (fii-st  class  female  license),  should  be  awarded  for  a  know- 
ledge of  German,  French  and  Latin,  or  for  either  of  them. 

Every  opportunity  for  improving  the  tone  and  character  of  the 
teaching  staff  in  Nova  Scotia  will  be  readily  afforded,  I  am  suie,  by 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 


Ingcnujus  didicisse  fidelitcr  artcs, 


"'IS 


Emollit  mores  nee  sinit  esse  feros, 

is  as  true  to-day  as  when  Ovid  wrote.  And  I  am  convinced  that  good 
results  would  flow  from  the  adoption  of  the  suggestion  here  proposed, 
because  manv  persons  of  social  refinement  and  mental  culture,  who 
have  been  educated  perhaps  by  private  tuition,  would  be  attracted  to 
the  profession  of  teaching,  provided  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of  the 
subjects  referred  to,  but  not  yet  included  in  the  syllabus  of  examina- 
tion, were  allowed  to  count  towards  the  number  of  marks  required  for 
license. 

PENMANSHIP. 

The  following  Regulation  on  the  subject  of  Writing  is  here  copied 
from  the  Syllabus  for  the  benefit  of  those  concerned  : 

"  The  Memos,  and  Official  Envelopes  for  Provincial  Examiners  shall  provide  for  the 
valuation  bv  each  Examiner  of  the  papers  of  each  candidate,  in  respect  to  penmanship, 
general  style  of  mechanical  execution,  proper  use  of  capitals,  &c.,  under  the  general  head 
of  Writina.  Each  candidate's  papers  in  each  eeneral  group  shall  be  ranked  as  good,  fair^ 
or  had.  When  the  papers  of  a  candidate  are  all  marked  good,  an  addition  of  two  (2)  shall 
be  made  to  his  (or  her)  average  otherwise  obtained ;  when  marked  good  and  fair,  an  addi- 
tion of  one  (1 ) ;  when  all  are  marked  fair,  or  some  good  and  some  bad,  no  addition  shall  be 
made ;  when  marked  ftur  and  bad,  the  average  otherwise  obtained  shall  suffer  a  diminution 
of  one  (1) ;  when  all  are  marked  bad,  a  diminution  of  two  (2)." 

This  is  an  excellent  regulation,  and  I  trust  it  will  have  the  efifect 
intended.  Penmanship  has  of  late  years  been  too  much  neglected  by 
teachers.  The  time  was  when  the  teacher  was  looked  upon  by  the 
pupil  as  a  model  in  penmanship ;  now,  unfortunately  the  reverse  is 
nequently  the  case,  and  many  are  engaged  in  teaching  this  important 
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branch   who.^Jc  lianclwriting  ought  of  itself  to  operate  as   a  bar  to 
employ inent  in  our  schools. 

RKCORD   OF   VISITATIONS. 

On  referring  to  table  D,  for  the  term  ended  October  31st,  it  will  be 
noticed  that  the  number  of  visits  made  bv  the  whole  Board  amounted 
to  530,  against  IGG  made  during  the  preceding  term,  or  an  average  of 
44  for  each  Commissioner,  against  14  of  the  preceding  term.  This 
increased  interest  on  the  pait  of  C  Commissioners  was  quite  commend- 
able, and  was  doubtless  attended  with  marked  results  both  upon  teacher 
and  taught.  I  knoAV  that  our  teachers  like  to  see  the  Commissioners 
in  the  class-room,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  gentlemen  who  now 
constitute  the  Board,  and  who  are  capable  of  imparting  instruction, 
will  frequently  hmd  the  influence  of  their  presence  to  further  the 
interests  of  the  schools. 

It  will  be  noticed  also  that  your  Supervisor  alone  made  522  visib^ 
during  the  term  ended  October  31st.  Many  of  these  were  regular  visits 
of  inspection,  while  many  consisted  of  visits  in  connection  with  the 
appointment  of  substitute  teachers,  and  other  requirements  prescribed 
by  the  regulations  of  the  Board. 

Now,  however,  that  the  standing  of  the  teacher  is  in  a  great  measure 
to  be  judged  by  the  figures  of  merit  awarded  by  the  Supervisor  in  his 
visits  of  inspection,  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  in  the  interests 
of  justice,  that  the  time  devoted  by  the  Supervisor  to  the  examination 
of  a  class  should  be  sufficiently  long  to  admit  of  no  doubt  as  to  the 
amount  of  excellence  to  be  marked. 

The  first  clause  of  "  Instnictions  to  Supervisor  '*  requires  him  to 
visit  all  the  departments  (now  one  hundred  and  eight  in  nuinbar)  once 
a  month,  while  these  classes  cannot  be  properly  examined  in  two ; 
as  the  regulation  cannot  be  carried  out  if  the  examination  is  to 
amount  to  anything,  I  recommend  that  said  clause  be  amended  so  as 
to  read  :  "  to  visit  each  department  once  in  two  months,  if  practicable, 
&c.,  &c.,  &c." 

INTEROHAyOE   OF   VISITS. 

We  have,  as  I  have  shown,  about  108  teachei*s  at  work  imparting 
instruction  to  the  youth  of  the  city.  Many  of  these  have  been  for 
years  pursuing  the  same  daily  routine,  the  same  beaten  path,  and  have 
never,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  witnessed  the  readv  methods  of  their 
fellow  teachei-s,  by  actual  observation  in  the  class-room.  Many  of 
these  have  attended  Provincial  Associations,  and  more  limited  gather- 
ings, but  do  not  appear  to  have  derived  that  benefit  such  associa- 
tions are  intended  to  confer.  One  visit  to  a  fellow-teachers  school 
(if  a  good  one)  while  at  work,  would  be  productive  of  vastly  greater 
results  for  good,  than  a  dozen  meetings  where  discussion  is  so  apt  to 
become  desultory  or  immethodical. 

Our  teachers  should  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  occasionally  visit- 
ing their  fellow-teachers  while  in  session.  Actual  observation  is  far 
more  potent  for  good  than  the  mere  discussion  of  method  without  the 
practical  illustration.  The  best  and  most  successful  teachers  are 
frequently  the  most  modest,  retiring  and  reticent  in  public;  their 
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strength  is  exhibited  in  their  own  castles— their  class-rooms,  and  I 
should  like  to  see  this  strength  utilized  for  the  improvement  of  others. 
A  teacher  should  grow  old  improving  in  the  knowledge  of  his  profes- 
sion. Even  our  best  teachers  will  lose  nothinof  bv  contact  in  the  class- 
room  with  other  teachers ;  inferior  ones  will  greatly  improve  by  such 
contact. 

I  would  recommend  then  that  the  Supervisor  be  authorized  to 
close,  from  time  to  time,  any  class  or  school  for  the  afternoon  session 
at  least,  and  that  the  teacher  or  teachers  thus  relieved  from  duty  be 
required  to  visit,  under  the  direction  of  the  Supervisor,  some  class 
named  by  him ;  on  which  occasion  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  teacher 
vi.site<l  to  exemplify  his  or  her  method  of  imparting  instruction  in  the 
particular  branch  of  study  to  be  selected  by  the  Supervisor. 

I  am  strongly  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  much  good  will 
arise  from  this  arrangement,  if  authorized  ;  teachers  and  scholars  will 
l>e  alike  incited  to  extra  diligence  in  the  preparation  of  school  work, 
and  a  spirit  of  generous  and  legitimate  rivalry  producing  the  veiy  best 
results,  will  be  the  outcome  of  these  friendlv  visitations. 

HIGH   SCHOOL    FOR  GIRLS. 

I  have  again  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  desirability 
of  establishing:  a  Hi<yh  School  for  <;irls. 

In  my  report  for  the  year  ended  Oct.  31  si,  1877,  I  gave  highly 
suggestive  statistics,  proving  that  the  girls  attending  the  public  school.4 
in  this  City,  under  well-trained  teachers,  exhil>ited  results  which 
showed  beyond  all  doubt  that  the  schools  of  the  City  contained  girls 
fully  fitted  for  that  future  mental  development,  which  it  is  the  special 
work  assigned  to  the  High  School  to  supply.  With  these  statistics 
before  the  Board,  it  is  clear  that  there  is  abundant  material  in  our 
public  schools  to  supply  the  scholars,  w^ithout  whom  a  High  School 
for  girls  would  be  practically  a  piece  of  useless  machinery. 

Having  the  material,  the  question  of  the  desirability  of  such  a 
school  resolves  itself  down  to  two  points, — 1st,  whether  there  is  any 
necessity  for  giving  the  girls  of  the  CAty  the  advantages  which  have 
been  gi-anted  to  boys ;  2nd,  whether  the  City  would  be  warranted  in 
going  to  the  expense  of  erecting  another  High  School  building. 

In  discussing  the  first  of  the  two  points,  I  shall  pass  over  as  settled 
the  question  which,  a  generation  or  two  ago,  stood  in  the  forefront  of 
general  popular  education,  viz. :  Whether  or  not  the  feminine  intellect 
is  capable  of  the  development  which,  from  the  earliest  ages,  has  been 
a.ssigned  to  the  masculine  intellect.  The  world  has  seen  in  all  the 
arenas  in  which  intellect  delights  to  exercise  its  powers,  woman  take 
her  position  as  man's  compeer  in  Mathematics,  in  Physical  Geography, 
in  Astronomy,  as  well  as  in  Poetry  and  general  literature. 

It  is  a  settled,  established  fact  of  educational  history,  that  woman's 
mental  powers  can  be  cultivated  as  easily,  as  fully,  and  as  beneficially 
to  the  world  at  large,  as  can  the  mental  poweis  of  man.  *'  Where  is 
the  necessity?"  is  the. question  now-a-days.  The  necessity  lies  in  the 
fact,  1st,  that  to  a  very  great  extent  lady  teachers  are  securing  the 
teaching  of  the  youth  of  the  lan<l ;  and  that  being  the  case,  it  is  emi- 
nently desirable  that  they  should  have  at  least  an  equal  chance  with 


80  HALIFAX  CITY  SCHOOLS, 


the  other  sex  in  their  efforts  to  secure  the  full  development  of  their 
intellects,  the  fullest  of  their  mental  forces.  2nd,  in  the  fact  that 
they  are  entitled  to  the  same  opportunity  as  the  male  sex.  There  is 
no  argument  in  favour  of  a  High  School  for  boys  that  cannot  be  used, 
with  equal  reason,  in  favour  of  a  High  School  for  girls.  Do  boys 
have  to  make  their  own  way  in  the  world  ?  So  also,  in  an  increasing 
degree  do  ^rls  have  to  battle  for  themselves. 

If,  in  the  battle  of  life  the  State  undertakes,  on  broad  and  wise 
principles,  to  give  the  boys  the  best  possible  equipment,  so  also  should 
It  give  the  same  to  the  girls,  on  the  same  general  principle — that 
ififnorance  is  the  mother  of  vice.  Indeed  with  the  mother's  transcen- 
cTantal  influence  over  the  boys  in  the  formative  period  of  life  it  ia  of 
paramount  importance  that  she  should  be  so  trained,  that  from  tho 
earliest  time  her  influence  should  be  of  the  best  and  most  enlightened 
kind. 

There  is  every  reason  why,  here  in  Halifax,  we  should  follow  in 
the  footsteps  of  those  other  portions  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  inhabit- 
ing the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States,  in  both  of  which,  as 
well  as  in  Ontario,  equal  facilities  to  boys  and  girls  is  the  key  stone 
of  prevailing  systems  of  popular  education. 

The  second  practical  question  is,  whether  the  city  would  be  justified 
in  going  to  the  additional  expense  needed  for  the  establishing  of  a  girls' 
"High  School. 

It  will  have  to  be  established  at  some  time.  We  cannot  afford  to 
lag  behind  other  cities  and  provinces  with  which  we  come  into  com- 
petition in  one  way  or  another.  Having  completed  the  system  in 
every  other  re.specl,  we  must  oljey  the  general  law  and  go  on  to 
perfection ;  we  must  give  the  finishing  touch  to  the  picture  of  which 
we  are  so  justly  proud. 

The  question  then  ought  rather  to  be :  is  there  any  pressing 
necessity  why  we  should  not  proceed  in  the  way  we  have  commenced. 

If  the  capacity  of  the  girls  is  admitted ;  if  it  is  proved  that  we  have 
the  material  in  our  public  schools  with  which  to  furnish  the  pupils  for 
a  High  School ;  if  the  measure  of  the  success  already  attained  with  the 
limited  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  public  schools,  indicates  a  demand 
for  those  rights  and  privileges  extended  to  the  boys ;  if  the  position  of 
woman  in  the  household  gives  her  a  commanding  influence  upon  the 
mind  of  the  child  as  its  first  tutor ;  if  girls  as  well  as  boys  have  to 
struggle  for  success  in  life,  then  is  there  necessity  laid  upon  the  Board 
to  provide  a  High  School — a  necessity  supported  by  self-interest,  by 
the  dictates  of  humanity  and  by  common  justice. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  CURREN,  D.C.L., 

Supervisor. 
Ojffice  of  Board  of  CommissionerSt 

HoUia  Street,  November ^  1878. 
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Sir,— 

1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  laid  before  His 

Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  my  Keport,  as  required  by  Law,  on  the 

Proyincial  Schools  subject  to  my  superrision.      Fart  II.  includes  detailed 

statistics  of  the  other  Institutions  roceiying  Frovincial  aid. 

I  am,  with  respect. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DAVID  ALLISON, 
SupmrUencUfU  of  Edueatian. 

To  the  Hov.  S.  H.  Holmes,  M.F.F.,  M.E.C., 

Provineial  Secretary, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON     TBB 


COMMON,    ACADEMIC, 


AND 


NORMAL  AND  MODEL  SCHOOLS  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA,. 


187Q. 


To  His  Honor  the  Honorablk  Adams  George  ARCHiBxaPi 

LieiUenant-Oovernor  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia : 

May  it  please  Your  Honor, — I  beg  to  submit  my  Kteport  on  the 
state  and  progress  of  Public  Education  in  Nova  Scotia  {(fr  the  year 
ended  Oct.  Slst,  1879.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  ta  secure  accu- 
racy in  the  Returns,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  thattthe  Statistical 
Exhibit  herewith  presented  surpasses  in  important-  respects,  as  a 
reliable  record  of  educational  operations,  that  of  any  preceding  year. 
Nova  Scotia  still  compares  favorably  with  other  countries  ini^respect 
of  the  proportion  of  population  which  she  is  ediBeating  in  h^r  free 
Public  Schools.  In  the  remarks  subjoined  to  the  usual  summary  of 
the  more  important  statistics  of  the  year,  I  refer  to  measures  already 
adopted,  and  to  others  deemed  desirable  by  myself,  to  improve  the 
quality  of  the  education  thus  imparted,  and '  to  guarantee,  to  the 
fullest  extent  possible,  a  valid  return  to  J^^Cspeople  for  their  large 
expenditures  in  this  behalf. 
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STATISTICAL    ABSTRACT. 


1.    School  Sections. 

Total  number  in  Province 1806 

1878 1797 


.«(  «  it 


Increase 9 

Winter  Term.  Summer  Term, 

No.  of  Sections  without  Schools 278  206 

2.    No.  OF  Schools,  Pupils,  Teachers,  kc. 

Winter  Term.  Summer  Term. 

Total  No.  of  Schools  in  operation 1884  1935 

1878 1812  1915 


it  it  t: 


Increase 72     Increase . .         20 


Total  No.  registered  pupils 81G40  84356 

"       1878... 81523  84169 


it  tt 


Increase 117    Increase..       187 


Total  No.  of  different  pupils  during  year 99094 

1878 101538 

Decrease ^ . . *2444 


Winter  Tern.  Summer  Term. 
Total  No.' of  Teachers  and  Licensed  Assist- 
ants employed 196(1  .2011 

1878     1906  2003 


it  it  a  it 


Increase 54  8 

3.  Proportion  of  Population  at  School,  &c. 

Winter  Term.  Summer  Term. 

Proportion  of  population  at  school 1  in  4:7  1  in   4.59 

1 878..  1  in 4,7  1  in    4.60 

Increase . .  1  in  2073 

*  See  remiirkB  on  School  Statistics  in  tequel. 
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Prop'n  of  population  at  school  during  year..  1  in   8.9 

'*      1878  lin   3.8 

Decrease....!  in  158 
No.  of  pupils  daily  present  on  an  average 

for  time  in  session 45273  46441 

49G56  48347 

Decrease 4383  Decrease....     1806 

No.  pupils  daily  pres't  on  full  term  average  42553  44197 

46561  45834 

Decrease. 4008  Decrease....     1637 

Percentage  of  pupils  daily  present  on  an 
average  for  time  Schools  were  in 

session. 55.9  55.8 

for  1878 60.9  57.2 


i<  « 


Decrease 6  Decrease....        1.4 

Percentage  of  pupils  daily  present  on  an 

average  for  full  term 52.3  53.1 

for  1878 57.1  54.4 

Decrease 4.8  Decrease....        1.3 

Grand  total  days'  attendance 5036151  4925997 

1 878 5324505  4944244 


U  «  it 


Decrease 288354    Decrease.     18247 


4.    Classification  of  Teachers. 

Academic  Grade. 31  30 

"      1878 28  29 


t( 


Increase 3     Increase. .  1 


first  class  (Grade  B)  Male  Teachers 261  228 

1878..  258  237 

Increase 3  Decrease....          9 

First  class  (Grade  6)  Female  Teachers  ...  44  47 

1878  87  37 


44  U  M 


Increase « 7    Increase..         10 
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Second  class  (Grade  C)  Male  Teachers  .   .       274  214 

1878      291  227 

Decrease^ •....         17    Decrease....        13 


Second  class  (Grade  C)  Female  Teachers...       534  562 

1878       510  564 

Increase 24    Decrease..^  2 


Third  chiss  (Grade  D)  Male  Teachers 214  201 

1878...      205  175^ 

Increase t 9     Increase..         26 


Third  class  (Grade  D)  Female  Teachers.. . .       324  400 

1878      333  393 


l<  c»  <» 


Decrease^ 9    Increase . .  7 


Gr.  E  (abolished  Oct.  31 ,  79)  Female  Teachers      219  280 

177  284 

Increase 42    Decrease....  4 


Total  No.  Male  Teachers 780  673 

1878 782  66a 


it  K 


Decrease 2    Increase. . 5 

Total  No.  Female  Teachers 1122  1290 

1058  1279 

Increase 64  Increase. .         11 


5.    Period  of  Service  of  Teachers. 

No.  of  Teachers  engaged  in  same  Section..  1039  1192 

"                "                   "        "      1878  870  1180 

Increase 169    Increase . . 62 

No.  of  Teachers  removed  to  another  Section  592  550 

1878  605  543 

Decrease 13  Increase^.           7 
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No.  of  new  Teachers 271  221 

•*      1878 365  278 


Decrease 94    Decrease....        52 


6.      SUMMJLRY  OF  GOVERNMENT  EXPENDITURE  IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Winter  Tenn.  Summer  Term. 

Common  Schools $  75818  59  75836  80 

"     1878 74239  93  $76216  04 


Increase $1578  66   Decrease.  .$0379  24 


County  Academies $    6675  00 

1878 6525  00 


Increase $      150  00 


Inspection  of  Schools $  14547  43 

-       1878 14222  65 


Increase $      324  78 


<}oyemment  expenditure  assignable  to  Counties $172877  82 

1878....   171203  62 


Increase $     1674  20 


Examination  of  Teachers $      951  89 

1878 2988  74 


Decrease $    2036  85 

Miscellaneous $    6370  09 

1878. 8022  55 


Decrease $    1652  46 


Covemment  expenditure  not  assignable  to  Counties $    7321  98 

1878     11011  29 


4<  M  « 


Decrease ....$    8689  31 


Total  Qovemment  expenditure  in  aid  of  Public  School8....$180199  80 

1878  182214  91 


«  M 


Decrease *.•.  .^^ ••$    2015  11 


i 


VI 
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Total  Government  expenditure  for  Education $205574  80 

""  "  "  "         1878 208114  91 

Decrease $    2540  11 


SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

The  chief  statistics  of  the  Public  Schools  will  be  found  in  Table* 
I-VIII.  They  are  condensed  and  compared  with  those  of  last  year 
in  the  foregoing  Abstract. 

Atteridcmce. — For  convenience  of  comparison,  I  subjoin  a  state- 
ment of  the  registered  attendi^nce  of  pupils  from  1866  to  187(1 
inclusive : — 


Tbam. 

Vo.  of  Paplts 

regtiiterea  In 

Winter. 

No.  of  Papilt 

registered  in 

Summer. 

No.  different 
Pupila  registered 
during  the  year. 

1866 

45131 

56017 

71059 

1867 

61818 

70075 

83048 

1868 

65983 

72141 

88707 

1869 

72756 

75523 

03732 

1870 .' 

74321 

76237 

9449G 

1871 

74759 

77235 

92858 

1872 

70780 

76496 

91637 

1873 

70320 

78266 

93759 

1874 

72645 

79910 

03510 

1875 

76349 

81878 

94029 

1876 

77593 

82034 

94162 

1877 

80788 

83941 

ico7ia 

1878 

81523 

84169 

101538 

1879 

81640 

84356 

99094 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  registered  attendance  of  the  preceding 
year  for  the  respective  Terms  has  been  barely  maintained,  though  a 
reference  to  the  Abstract  will  show  a  considerable  expansion  of  the 
area  of  education  in  the  number  of  Schools  and  Teachers  employed. 

It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  to  philosophize  as  to  the  causes  of  re- 
sults which  few  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
will  consider  discouraging,  so  far  as  they  i elate  to  the  number  of 
children  at  school.  The  prominent  fact  on  the  face  of  the  returns  is, 
that  for  the  p&st  two  years  it  has  required  a  considerable  annual 
increment  of  Schools  and  Teachers  to  enable  us  to  maintain  the  maxi- 
mum of  attendance  previously  reached.  As  a  permanent  condition 
or  tendency  of  things  this  would  be  anomalous.  The  natural  com- 
plement of  an  increased  number  of  Schools,  resulting  from  the  free 
action  of  the  people,  is  an  increased  number  of  pupils.  Special 
causes,  however,  whose  effects  do  not  warrant  general  inferences  of 
an  unfavorable  character,  often  operate  during  brief  periods  towards 
reducing  the  attendance,  or  keeping  it  stationary.    During  the  years 
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1878  and  1879,  such  causes  have  not  been  wanting  in  Nova  Scotia. 
The  numerical  increase  of  Schools  is  not,  as  I  pointed  out  in  my  last 
year's  Report,  an  infallible  sign  of  educational  progress,  and  some- 
times tends  to  repress,  rather  than  stimulate,  the  attendance  of  pupils. 

The  decrease  of  2,444  in  the  column  headed,  **  No.  of  different 
pupils  regbtered  during  the  year,"  though  seemingly  serious,  admits 
of  easy  explanation.  In  last  year's  Report,  I  stated  that  the  figures 
in  this  column  from  1866  to  1878  were  not  reliable,  owing  to  a  de- 
fective method  of  calculation.  The  defect  having  been  remedied  in 
the  forms  of  the  present  year,  the  figures  given,  99,094,  may  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  correct  statement  of  the  number  of  different  persons 
registered  in  the  Schools. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  Province  at  School  during 
some  poi-tion  of  the  year  was  1  in  3.9.  The  general  average  of  the 
Province  was  exceeded  in  the  following  Counties  (or  Districts) :  Col- 
chester, Kings,  Shelburne — 1  in  3.5 ;  Annapolis,  Ckire,  Yarmouth — 
1  in  8.6 ;  Cumberland,  Hants,  Inverness — 1  in  3.7 ;  Antigonish,  Cape 
Breton,  Lunenburg,  1  in  3.8.  Pictou  made  the  Provincial  average. 
Thfe  following  fell  below:  Digby,  Richmond,  1  in  4;  Victoria,  1  in 
4.04;  Halifax  County,  1  in  4.2;  Guysborough,  1  in  4.38;  Queens,  1 
in  4.4;  Halifax  City,  1  in  5. 

Regularity  of  AtteTidance. — In  the  important  matter  of  regularitj' 
of  attendance  as  shown  by  the  reported  per  centages  of  the  registered 
pupils  daily  present  on  an  average  both  for  the  time  the  Schools  were 
open  and  for  the  full  Term,  both  Terms  indicate  a  decrease,  the 
Winter  Tenn  of  5  and  4.8  per  cent,  and  the  Summer  Term  of  1.4  and 
1.3  per  cent.  I  do  not  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  these  averages, 
for  a  comparison  of  the  Grand  Total  Days'  Attendance  made  with 
the  average  number  of  days  the  Schools  throughout  the  Province 
were  open,  shows  quite  conclusively  that  they  are  from  3  to  5  per 
cent  too  small  This  is  due,  I  am  convinced,  to  imperfect  registration 
in  this  regard  by  inexperienced  and  thoughtless  teachers.  Steps  will 
be  taken  to  ensure  a  greater  accuracy  in  the  future  in  this  important 
element  of  our  School  statistics. 

Teaclicra  employed. — In  the  number  of  Teachers  and  Licensed  As- 
sistants employed  in  the  Public  Schools,  there  was'an  increase  of  54  in 
the  Winter  and  of  8  in  the  Summer  Term.  There  was  a  decrease  in 
the  number  of  Male  Teachers  (not  including  Assistants)  in  the  Winter 
Term  of  t,  and  in  the  Summer  Term  an  increase  of  3.  The  number 
of  Female  Teachers  showed  an  increase  over  that  of  the  preceding 
year  of  64  and  11  for  the  respective  Terms. 


EXPENDITURE. 

The  total  Government  expenditure  for  Edacation  for  the  year 
ended  Oct  Slst,  1879,  was  $205,574.80  as  against  $208,114.91  for  the 
preceding  year, — a  decrease  of  $2540.11.  Of  this  expenditure  the 
grants  for  Teachers  in  the  Public  Schools  absorbed  $151,655.39,  an 
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iiicircidiie  df  $1199.42.  Inspection  cost  $14,5^7.43,  atiV  increase  of 
$3d4;78.  Owing  to  a  partially  undrawn  grant  last  j&t^n^  expiendi-' 
iure  on  CJouhty  Academies  shows  an  excess  of  $150.  1^4  ^ri&nts  to 
Colleges  and  Bp^bial  Academies  are  fixed  by  statute/  llie .  increases 
above  noted  are  cdiinterbalanced  and  the  aggregate  expeilllilure  com- 
paratively reduced  by  a  saving  of  $2036.85  in  the  cost  of  l^minataon,; 
of  $881.82  in  what  are  iefmed  Office  Expenses,  (including' tlie  cost  of 
Registers  and  Register  Covers^  postage,  expressage,  officl'stationeiy/ 
^tcj;  and  of  $807.15  in  ib«i  item  of  ltitere»t. 


^fiiU  a  tdntAiiis  {be  MimH^  dt  iiie  MriM  extMsiiiffn  of  tii- 
didates  for  Teachers'  licenses.  The  total  number  6i  candidates  was 
1026,  as  compared  with  2003  in  1878.  Of  these  candidates,  210,  or 
slightly  in  excess  of  one-fifth,  received  the  grade  of  license  applied 
for ;  428  received  licenses  of  some  grade ;  598  failed  altogether.  Of 
428  obtaining  licenses,  105  simply  maintained  the  Grade  previous- 
ly held,  while  15  sank  to  a  lower  Grade.  The  number  of  candidates 
holding  licenses  before  and  advanced  to  a  higher  Grade  was  199,  and 
the  total  number  of  new  applicants  obtaining  licenses  was  109.  On 
the  whole  the  candidates  proved  themselves  somewhat  better  quali- 
fied than  their  predecessors  of  1878.  The  Revised  Regulations  under 
which  the  examinations  were  held  fully  justified,  in  their  results,  my 
anticipations  as  to  their  salutary  tendency. 

I  subjoin  the  conditions  on  which  persons  are  now  admitted  to  ex-> 
amination  for  license  to  teach  in  the  Public  Schools. 

**  I.  The  following  classes  of  i)er80D8,  satisfying  the  conditions  hereinafter  to  he 
named,  will  be  admitted  to  ezamioation  fr§e  ofexpmue: 

Class  1.    College  graduates  applying  for  Grade  A,  under  Regulation. 

**      2.    Persons  holding  Provincial  Licenses  (not  Local  Permissives). 

"       3.    Persons  having  obtained  professional  classification  at  Normal  School. 

**  4.  Persons  who  produce  certificates  satisfactory  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Education,  of  graduation  at  Training  or  Normal  School  outside  of  the  Province. 

"  H.  Other  persons  will  be  admitted,  who,  besides  satisfying  conditions  te  follow, 
shall  pay  when  admission  is  applied  for,  fees  at  the  following  rates:  For  Grade  A» 
$o ;  Grade  B,  83 ;  Grades  C  and  D,  each  $2.  Thete  candidates  shall  be  known  far  the 
purposes  of  the  examination  as  Class  5. 

'*  III.  Each  candidatejshall  forward  to  the  Inspector  of  the  County  {not  to  a 
Deputy  Examiner  other  than  Inspector)  not  later  than  June  lOth,  an  application  for 
admission  to  the  Examination  in  the  form  furnished  in  the  sequel.  This  application 
shall  be  accompanied  with  certiflc<ites  beari'^a  date  within  three  months  of  application^ 
signed  by  a  minister  of  religion,  or  by  two  oifler  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  to 
the  effect : 

(a)    That  the  candidate,  if  a  male,  is  IS  years  of  age  ;  if  a  female,  16. 
(h)    That  the  candidate  is  a  person  of  good  moral  character. 


«i 


(These  certificates  will  not  be  exacted  of  Class  2)." 


The  Provincial  Examiners  are  the  Very  Rev.  Principal  Ross,  D.  D., 
Rev.  T.  J.  Dalv,  A.M.,  Rev.  Geo.  B.  Dodwell,  A,M.,  and  Professor  D. 
F.  Higgins,  A.M. 
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Each  of  these  gentlemen  reports  separately  on  the  papers  of  his 
depltrtment,  and  Awatds  based  on  these  ret>orts  are  made  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Edtication  in  accordance  with  the  prescribed  Standi 
aras  of  the  CoUhcil  of  Public  Instruction. 


PERIOD  OF  SfeRVICE  AND  SEX  OF  TEACHERS. 

The  statistical  tilbles  b,ccompaiiying  this  tlepott  disclose  interesting 
tmd  important  facts  regarding  the  tontinuity  of  service  of  Teachers  in 
Sections  diiKng  Ihte  past  year,  ad  Well  as  the  entire  period  of  service 
bf  Teachert  t)f  tlie  higkelf  gkude»w  During  the  Winter  Term  1,039 
TeSfin^t^  VreJre  ehgaged  in  the  same  Section  as  during  the  previous 
Term,  in  comparison  with  870  for  the  corresponding  Term  last  year ; 
during  the  Summer  Term,  1,192,  as  compared  with  1,130,  in  1878. 
These  respectable  increases,  169  and  62,  indicate,  I  trust,  a  growing 
appreciation  on  the  part  of  Trustees  of  the  evils  consequent  upon  a 
frequent  change  of  Teachers. 

Of  the  258  Male  Teachers  of  the  Academic  and  First  Class,  125  have 
been  employed  in  the  teaching  service  of  the  Province  for  upwards  of 
seven  years,  37  for  upwards  of  five  years,  and  45  for  upwards  of  three 
years.  Of  the  610  Female  Teachers  of  the  First  ana  Second  Class, 
(Grades  B  and  C),  164  claim  a  service  of  upwards  of  seven  years,  96, 
of  upwards  of  five  years,  and  134  of  upwards  of  three  years. 

The  rapid  increase  of  Female  Teachers,  as  compared  with  those  of 
the  other  sex,  is  worthy  of  note.  In  1869,  the  Teachers  employed  in 
the  Public  Schools  (taking  the  aveiuge  of  the  two  Terms)  stood,  in 
relation  to  sex,  as  follows :  Male  797,  Female  717.  In  1879,  they 
etood  :  Male  727,  Female  1206.  This  is  to  say  that  during  the  past 
ten  years  there  has  been  a  positive  decrease  in  the  number  of  Male 
Teachers  of  nine  per  cent,  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Female 
Teachers  of  sixty-eight  per  cent.  These  are  suggestive  statistics,  and 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Province,  when- 
ever it  shall  undert^e  to  revise  the  appoitionment  of  grants  to  the 
various  Grades  of  Teachers. 


SALARIES    OF   TEACHERS. 

Table  XIII  contains  a  detailed  statement  of  the  average  rate  of 
Teachers'  salaries  in  the  various  Counties  of  the  Province  except 
Richmond.  The  salaries  of  the  Principals  of  the  County  Academies 
are  not  included  in  the  calculation. 

The  average  salaries  of  Grade  D  and  E  Teachers  were  actually  a 
little  larger  than  here  represented,  as  the  extra  Government  allowance 
to  Teachers  in  Poor  Sections  is  not  taken  into  account. 

Particular  attention  is  directed  to  this  instructive  table.  I  am  not 
able  to  find  a  similar  record  for  any  preceding  year  except  for  that 
ended  Oct.  1869.  The  averages  for  last  year  would  probably  have 
been  a  little  lower  than  they  here  appear,  had  the  Returns  from 
Richmond  County  been  received  in  time  for  publication.    It  will  be 


EDUCATION — superintendent's  REPOBT. 


seen  from  the  following  summary  that  the  salaries  of  Teachers  have 
remained  nearly  stationary  during  the  past  ten  years,  those  of  Male 
Teachera  showing  a  slight  increase,  those  of  Female  Teachers  a  cor- 
responding decrealSe : — 

1879.  1869. 

Male  Teachers,  Grade  B $425  19  $401  20 

Female  "  ''  " 292  76      None  employed. 

Male  "  «  C 290  49  265  64 

Female  "  "  "  232  32  258  56 

Male  "  "  D 204  04  192  00 

Female  "  "  "   174  25  185  70 

Female  "  "  E 133  OS  160  80 

For  Male  Teachers,  Grade  B,  the  three  highest  averages  were 
Halifax  City  $733,  Yarmouth  $642,  Hante  $454.50;  the  three  lowest 
Victoria  $235,  Inverness  $286,  Antigonish  $310.  Besides  the  three 
first  named,  the  following  were  above  the  average,  Pictou  $452.08, 
Queens  $448.50,  Cape  Breton  $441.36,  Halifax  County  $437.27,  Col- 
chester $436.66. 

For  Female  Teachers,  Grade  B,  the  highest  averages  were 
Halifax  City  $446,  Halifax  County  $366.66,  Colchester,  Guysborough 
and  Shelburne,  each  $320. 

For  Male  Teachers,  Grade  C,  the  three  highest  averages  were 
Halifax  City  $480,  Clare  $396,  Yarmouth  $390.  The  three  lowest 
averages  were  Inverness  $180,  Victoria  $190,  Cape  Breton  $220.54. 

For  Female  Teachers,  Grade  C,  the  three  highest  avei-ages  were 
Halifax  City  $354,  Yarmouth  $326,  Shelbunie  $266.80.  The  three 
lowest,  Inverness  $181,  Victoria  $184,  Digby  $197.44. 

For  Male  Teachers,  Grade  D,  the  three  highest  averages  were 
Halifax  City  $400,  Queens  $265,  Clare  $259.  The  three  lowest  were 
Inverness  $140,  Cape  Breton  $142.62,  Victoria  and  Antigonish,  each 
$156. 

For  Female  Teachers,  Grarle  D,  the  three  highest  averages  were 
Halifax  City  $283,  Clare  $245,  Yarmouth  $256.  The  three  lowest 
were  Inverness  $135,  Annapolis  $139.07,  Queens  $148. 

The  foregoing  analysis  furnishes  food  for  thought. 

Comparing  the  salaries  as  given  in  Table  XIII  with  those  paid  in 
the  adjoining  Province  of  New  Brunswick  the  preceding  year,  we  find 
that — First  class  Male  Teachers'  salaries  in  Nova  Scotia  are  24  per 
cent,  less  than  salaries  paid  Teachers  in  corresponding  class  in  that 
Province;  first  class  Female  Teachers*  salaries  20  per  cent,  less; 
second  class  Male  Teachers' salaries  17  per  cent,  less;  second  class 
Female  Teachers'  salaries  9  per  cent,  less;  third  class  Male  Teachers* 
salaries  17  per  cent,  less;  third  class  Female  Teachers'  salaries  6  per 
cent.  less. 
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INTERMEDIATE    EDUCATION. 

SPECIAL  ACADEMIES.        COUNTY    ACADEMIES. 

I  *l)eg  to  repeat  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  Report  of  last  year, 
an  opinion  based,  I  believe,  on  well  ascertained  facts,  that  the  vigor- 
ous maintenance  of  a  system  of  Elementary  Education  through  the 
Common  Schools  of  a  country  is  largely  conditioned  on  the  adequac}' 
of  the  provision  made  for  higher  instruction.  I  do  not  wish  to  imply 
that  the  Education  imparted  in  our  Provincial  Schools  is,  in  the  in- 
tention of  the  law,  necessarily  of  an  elementary  character.  The  law 
wisely  permits  the  people  of  a  Section  to  exercise  their  discretion  as 
to  the  educational  advantages  they  shall  provide  for  their  children, 
and,  within  the  sphere  of  secular  studies,  to  avail  themselves  of 
whatever  knowledge  the  Teacher  may  possess.  Embracing  their  legal 
privileges,  the  rate-payers  of  many  of  our  villages  and  thickly  popu- 
lated districts  have  established,  and  are  maintaining,  Schools  in  which 
not  only  the  more  advanced  English  branches,  but  also  the  elements 
of  science  and  the  rudiments  of  the  classics  are  respectably  taught. 
Any  abridgment  of  liberty  in  this  regard  would  be,  I  am  assured,  not 
more  unpopular  than  disastrous  to  the  interests  of  Education.  It  is 
to  the  presence  and  operation  of  this  living  principle  of  progress  and 
expansion  in  our  Common  Schools,  "  growing  with  the  growth  and 
strengthening  with  the  strength"  of  the  country,  thait  we  must  look 
for  the  elevation  of  our  educational  standards. 

It  is  obvious,  however,  that  in  the  vast  majority  of  our  Schools  the 
i^quisite  conditions  for  ad  vanced  work  are  wanting.   In  many  Sections, 
the  poor  and  sparse  population  finds  it  a  burden  to  sustain  a  School  of 
the  lowest  grade.   Moreover,  experience  abundantly  shows  that  to  con- 
nect with  the  work  of  an  ordinary  miscellaneous  School  the  prosecu- 
tion of  advanced  studies  by  a  few  pupils  is  to  imperil  the  emciency 
of  the  former,  while  providing  most  inadequate  conditions  for  the 
latter.   It  was  under  the  conviction  that  it  is  boAi  desirable  and  fair  to 
place  the  advantages  of  superior  instruction  to  a  reasonable  extent 
^within  the  reach  of  the  whole  population,  that  the  Legislature  pro- 
vided for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  certain  institutions 
occupying  an  intermediate  position  between  the  Colleges  and  Common 
Schools  of  the  Country.    These  Institutions  are  embraced   under  the 
lieads  of 

1.  Special  Academies. 

2.  County  Academies. 

Full  statistics  regarding  them  will  be  found  in  Tables  XIV  and  XV. 

I  subjoin  a  condensation  of  these  Tables,  showing  the  quantity  of 
educational  work  done  during  the  past  year.  The  Institution  for  the 
l>eaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Halitax  High  School,  though  embraced  in  the 
tables,  are  omitted  from  this  abridgment,  the  foimer  for  obvious  rea- 
sons, the  latter  because  it  occupies  an  altogether  exceptional  position 
in  our  educational  system.  The  No.  of  Departments  is  that  of  the 
entire  school  system  of  the  Section ;  the  No.  of  pupils  refers  to  the 
Xligh  School  Department  only. 
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Special  Academka  o/  Pictou  and  TarmoiUh. — During  the  year  I 
have  visited  these  Institutions  and  carefully  examined  their  working. 
I  did  the  former  excellent  Institution  an  injustice  in  my  report  of  last 
year  in  intitnating  that  its  benefits  were  almost  entirely  confined  to 
the  County  of  Fictou.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  returns  that  one- 
fourth  of  the  re^stered  pupils  were  from  outside  Counties.  At  pre- 
sent the  work  of  instruction  in  the  Pictou  Academy  is  performed  by 
two  Professors,  the  Principal  taking  charge  of  the  Mathematical  and 
Scientific  Department,  hu  associate — Mr.  McLellan — teaching  the 
Classics  and  advanced  English.  It  is  expected  that  at  the  opening  of 
the  handsome  Acndemic  edifice  now  in  course  of  ertetion  by  the  Town 
of  Pictou,  the  staff  will  bo  enlarged  by  the  appointment  of  a  special 
English  Maatcr.  All  the  Schools  of  the  Town  are  placed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Principal  of  the  Academy,  and  thus  complete  unity 
of  educational  aim  and  operation  is  maintained.  The  Academy  oc- 
cupies its  natural  place  as  the  copestone  of  the  system. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  efforts  are  being  made  to  place  the  Tar- 
mouth  Seminaty  m  a  similar  relation  to  its  surrounding  Schools. 
At  present  the  Yarmouth  Seminary  is  not  even  the  High  School  of 
the  town  of  Yarmouth.  Yarmouth  is  not  an  educational  unit,  but 
embraces  three  distinct  School  Sections,  with  the  central  one  of 
which  the  Academy  or  Seminary,  is  locally  connected.  In  the  high- 
est department  of  one  of  the  adjoining  Schools  I  found,  on  the  occa- 
sion 01  my  visit  last  summer,  that  substantially  the  same  class  of 
work  was  being  done  as  in  the  Seminary,  so  called.  For  instance,  I  heai-d 
classes  examined  in  Cicero  and  Xenophon,  in  Horace  and  in  Homer. 
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This  policy  I  believe  to  be  both  educationally  and  economically  un- 
sound. It  divides  and  weakens,  instead  of  centralizing  and  strength^ 
ening,  the  forces  of  Education.  The  Seminary  itself  thus  losing,  to 
a  considerable  extent,  that  local  sympathy  and  support  which  impart 
such  energy  to  the  operations  of  the  kindred  Institution  at  Pictou, 
has  naturally  exerted  but  little  influence  on  surrounding  localities. 
I  am  convinced  that  the  results  contemplated  by  its  liberal-minded 
and  patriotic  founders  will  be  but  partially  accomplished,  until  it  is 
brought  into  complete  accord  with  our  educational  system.  I  may 
add,  that  until  May  last  the  regular  staff  consisted  of  the  Principal 
and  a  Lady  Assistant.  Since  that  date  the  entire  work  has  beea 
performed  by  the  Principal.  Negotiations  in  progress  looking  to  a 
unification  of  the  School  system  of  the  Town  are  assigned  as  the 
reason  for  leaving  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  the 
Female  Teacher  so  long  unfilled.  It  is  clear  that  even  the  original 
staff*  would  be  hardly  adequate,  did  public  patronage  reauire  the 
Institution  to  perform  the  full  amount  of  work  for  whicn  it  has, 
in  its  noble  building  and  fine  equipments,  such  complete  material 
conditions. 

High  School  DepaHment  of  the  Model  Schools,  Truro. — This  Depart- 
ment is  open  free  of  expense  to  all  persons  qualified  for  admission 
resident  in  the  County  of  Colchester.  Classics  and  Higher  English 
are  taught  by  the  Head  Master  of  the  Schools,  W.  D.  I^imock,  Esq., 
A.  M.  ;  Mathematics  and  Science  by  James  Little,  Esq.  The  attend- 
ance is  about  equal  to  the  average  of  the  correspondmg  department 
in  the  County  Academies. 

County  Academies. — In  accordance  with  the  duty  assigned  me  by 
law,  I  have  visited  these  Institutions,  and  by  personal  inspection  and 
conference  with  the  Principals  and  Trustees,  have  endeavored  to 
inform  myself  fully  as  to  their  condition  and  utility.  The  following 
are  the  Regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  under  which 
County  Academies  have  been  established  at  Amherst,  Annapolis, 
Arichat,  Baddeck,  Digby,  Guysborough,  Livei-pool,  Lunenburg,  Shel- 
bume  and  Sydney : — 

I.  The  chief  town  of  each  Ck)unty  named  in  the  Schedule  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  the  Academy  Grant,  ou  the  f olIowiDg  conditiuoii : 

(1)  Ample  school  accommodation  must  be  provided  for  all  children  belonging  to 
the  Section. 

(2)  The  Schools  mu9t  be  thoroughly  graded,  in  accordance  with  law,  kept  well 
supplied  with  prescribed  books  and  apparatus,  and  otherwise  e£Sciently  conducted. 

(3)  The  first  or  highest  department  shall  be  open,  free  of  charge,  to  all  children 
belonging  to  the  County  who  may  be  able  to  pass  the  required  examination. 

The  Teacher  of  this  department  shall  be  Head  Master  of  all  the  departments  in  the 
Section,  and  must  hold  a  license  of  Grade  A 

II.  In  any  case  where  the  chief  town  fails  to  entitle  itself  to  the  grant  or  to  main- 
tain an  efficient  Academy  the  Council  reserves  the  right  to  treat  with  any  other  See- 
tion  in  the  County  for  the  establishment  and  proper  maintenance  of  such  Academy. 

Inverness  has  drawn  the  County  Academy  Grant  from  the  begin- 
ning, but  has  been  permitted  to  expend  it,  for  a  term  6f  years,  in 
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aiding  Poor  Sections  in  the  erection  of  school  houses,  and  in  recent 
years  in  the  form  of  special  grants  to  a  limited  number  of  Schools. 
The  grant  to  the  Model  Schools  at  Truro  places  Colchester  on  an 
equality  with  the  Counties  in  which  Academies  are  established. 
Antigonish,  Hants,  and  Kings  have  not  received  an  offer  of  the  grant. 
on  the  ground,  it  is  understood,  that  each  of  these  Counties  contains 
within  its  limits  a  College  receiving  a  grant  from  the  public  treasury. 

During  my  visits  of  inquiry  and  inspection,  I  endeavored  to  gather 
all  possible  information  bearing  on  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  main 
issue :  Do  the  County  Academies  in  the  work  which  they  perform 
justify  the  Provincial  outlay  in  their  behalf  ?  As  a  rule,  I  found  them 
in  charge  of  competent  Principals  conscientiously  devoted  to  their 
duties.  In  some  mstances  the  regulation  requiring  the  teacher  of  the 
High  School  Department  to  be  head  master  of  all  the  Departments 
in  the  Section  was  not  fully  complied  with,  or  at  least  the  spirit  of 
the  regulation  was  disregarded.  The  Principals  of  such  Institutions 
should  be  men  capable  of  moulding  the  entire  establishments  under 
their  charge  to  unity  of  aim  and  effort,  and  the  regulation  in  question 
is  designed  to  place  the  requisite  authority  at  their  disposal. 

In  several  of  the  Academies,  I  found  genuine  High  School  work 
peiformed  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  In  others,  the  PrincipaFs  time 
seemed  chiefly  occupied  in  teaching  the  ordinary  branches.  In  some 
localities,  the  Trustees  seemed  intelligently  alive  to  their  responsibil- 
ities ;  in  respect  to  others  I  cannot  affirm  as  much.  I  have  prepared 
a  special  statement  for  the  information  of  the  Government  and  the 
Educational  Committees  of  the  Legislature,  from  which  they  can 
learn  in  what  towns  the  County  Academy  grants  has  stimulated  a 
generous  local  expenditure  in  behalf  of  education,  and  in  what  it  has 
simply  served  to  reduce  to  a  minimum  the  sectional  levy. 

I  beg  at  this  point  to  introduce  an  extract  from  my  Keport  of  last 
year,  containing  a  brief  discussion  of  the  principles  involved  in  these 
grants : 

**  In  respect  to  the  stlmuluA  and  invigoration  of  Education  locaUij  br  means  of  the 
endo wment  of  County  Academies,  it  is  to  be  considered  that  the  Sections  in  which 
these  Institutions  are  by  law  established  are,  as  a  rule,  tlie  wealthiest  in  their  respec- 
tive Counties,  and  are  obviously  much  better  able  to  supply  Educational  facilities 
quite  up  to  the  level  of  those  at  present  furnished  by  them,  without  $pfcifU  l*rovincial 
aidy  than  are  average  Sections  throughout  the  Province  to  provide  tor  their  normal 
requirements.  It  is  difficult,  therefore,  to  defend  the  preferential  treatment  of 
County  town  Sections  on  the  ground  of  local  claims.  It  remains  to  consider  the 
^rnLtit  in  question  in  relation  to  the  obligations  imposed  on  the  Sections  receiving  it 
in  respect  to  the  County  at  large.  The  Council  of  Ful)Uc  instruction,  by  virtue  of  the 
power  vested  in  it  by  law«  has  established  by  Regulation  that  **  the  first  or  highest 
department  (of  the  County  Academy)  shall  be  open,  free  of  charge,  to  all  children 
belonging  to  the  County,  who  may  be  able  to  pass  the  required  ^entrance)  examina- 
tion," as  provided  for  children  of  the  Section.  Here,  then,  is  required  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  a  County  Academy  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  grant,  and  if  the  ]mvilege  is  made 
a  valuable  one  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  oiitlying  Sections,  I  do  not  think  that  said 
'Tru<4lees  can  be  considei:«d  to  receive  exceptionally  favorable  treatment.  Indeed  I 
seriously  question  if  f)ieiKitlidrawal  of  the  grant,  and  the  lapie  pf  the  aseociated  re- 
npaniibiJitift  would  be.considered  a  loss  by  the  Trustees  of  a  County  town  Section, 
\who  had  fully  recognized  and  provided  for  the  disclii^'ge  of  their  duties  to  the  chil- 
dren, or  rather  the  young  men  and  women,  of  the  ofij^vei  parts  of  the  0>unty.  If 
through  a  spiritless  management  no  valuable  privilege  is  offered,  or  if  through  pe- 
culiarity of  location  or  insufficiency  of  boarding  accommodation,  the  County  Academy 
U  virtually  closed  to  the  outside  Sections,  these  Sections,  it  seems  to  me,  have  good 
grouniV  of  complaint  and  of  appeal  for  justice  to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,— 
the  natural  custodiMi  of  the  people's  Educational  rights.    When  Institutions  are  es- 
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tsbliBhed  for  a  certain  specific  purpose,  either  solely  or  in  connection  with  other 
purposes,  all  conferred  and  reasonably  construe^l  powers  should  be  exercised  to  secure 
the  accomplishment  of  that  puri>ose.  All  the  innabitants  uf  a  County  are  interested 
in  the  ▼igorous  conduct  of  the  central  Academy,  and  yet  those  residing  outside  of 
Seetim  where  it  is  situated,  hate  no  Toice  or  influence  in  the  direction  of  its  affairs. 
So  long,  therefore,  as  the  present  system  of  promoting  intermediate  Education  lait?, 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  power  vested  in  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  and  the 
{Superintendent  of  Education,  for  "  the  control"  and  ••  general  supervinion  and  direc- 
tion*' of  the  County  Academies,  shouid  be  as  freely  exercised  as  the  interests  involved 
may  require. 

This  extract  was  followed  by  certain  suggestions,  viz.  :— 

1.  Let  the  Grants  now  driven  to  County  and  Special  Academies  be  distributed 
among  a  limited  number  of  High  Schools  or  Academies^  of  ji  distinctively  Provincial 
character,  though  of  course  admitting  of,  and  requii^^g,  local  co-operation  in  their 
establishment  and  maintenance. 

2.  Let  these  Institutions  correspond  to  territorial  divisions  of  the  Province,  and 
the  location  of  each  within  its  ppecial  territory  be  determined  by  the  consideration 
nf  what  is  just  and  convenient  to  the  people  of  such  Division,  and  partly,  poi<8ibIy, 
by  the  willingness  of  the  local  authorities  to  co-operste  with  the  Department  of  Edu- 
cation. The  points  regulating  location  wiihin  a  Division  would  be  in  addition  to  the 
one  just  made:  a,  Centrality ;  b,  Acce^Fibility  ;  c.  Good  and  sufficient  and  reasonably 
cheap  boarding  accommodation.- ;d,  The  existence  of  Churches  of  the  principal  Relig- 
ious Denominations  of  the, Province. 

3.  Let  the  Council  Qf.P^bliciIn^truetion  be  empowered  to  frame  such  Regulations 
for  the  establishment  nnd  dir^etion  of  these  Institutions  as  shall,  while  fairly  mediat- 
ing between  Provioeiahand  liKali interests,  place  the  cau^se  of  secondary  Education  on 
a  secure  and  permanent  foundation. 

To  the  foregoing  I  woukl  now  be  inclined  to  add,  as  a  fourth 
proposition,  that  a  special  gt-ant  of  niodei-ate  amount  be  paid  to  Grade 
A  Teachers  when  placed  in  charge  of  Graded  Schools  of  at  least  three 
Departments,  regularly  organized  under  law.  If  suitably  situated 
and  adequately  populous  and  wealthy  toivns  should  be  found  willing 
to  gire  practical  eJFTect  to  such  a  scheme  as  this,  it  seems  to  me  per- 
fectly clear  that  the  higher  educational  work  done  in  the  Province 
would  be  both  increased  in  quantity  and  improved  in  quality.  The 
Halifax  City  High  School  might  very  advantageously  for  all  intei  - 
osts  have  its  basis  broadened  for  incorporation  in  this  group  of  semi- 
Provincial  Institutions. 

The  Province  has  but  a  limited  sum  to  expend  in  the  encourage- 
ment of  superior  Education.  The  problem  in  hand  is  how  to  make 
this  expenaiture  most  powerfvily  operative  for  the  end  designed.  I 
am  unable  to  agree  with  the  commendation  expressed  in  the  Inspec- 
tor s  Report  of  the  special  arrangement  allowed  by  law  for  the  County 
of  Inverness.  The  most  telling  objection  against  the  present  disposi- 
tion of  County  Academy  Grants  is  that  they  simply  enable  wealthy 
Sections  to  reduce  their  local  assessment.  The  special  system  referred 
to  is  more  fatally  open  to  the  same  objection.  The  Sections  in  the 
•County  of  Inverness  receiving  allotments  of  the  so-called  Academy 
Orant  are  the  wealthiest,  as  a  rule,  in  the  County.  The  simple  con- 
dition of  participation  is  the  employment  of  Teachers  of  the  two  higher 
grades.  Why  should  not  every  school  section  in  the  Province  fulfill- 
ing this  condition — and  there  are  at  least  a  hundred  such — enjoy  the 
«ame  favor  ? 

If  it  should  be  decided  that  the  scheme  which  I  have  suggested  in 
impracticable — ^and  the  ideally  desirable  is  often  the  impossible — the 
question  will  arise  as  to  modifications  of  the  present  system.  I  regard 
ii  as  vain  to  expect  a  really  first-  class  High  School  or  Academy  in 
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each  of  the  several  Counties  of  the  Province,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, for  the  reason  that  some  of  the  County  Towns  are  un- 
willing, or  unable,  to  put  themselves  to  the  expense  requisite  for  sus- 
taining such  Institutions.  No  valid  reason  can  be  assigned  why 
public  money  should  be  given  in  the  name  of  supporting  higher 
education  to  certain  localities,  to  be  used  simply,  or  chiefly,  in  relieving 
those  localities  of  a  part  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  ordinary 
Schools.  A  partial,  perhaps  a  complete,  remedy  for  existing  defects 
would  be  found,  I  think,  in  making  the  grant  distinctly  (xmditionaL 
I  would  suggest  an  enlargement  of  the  Regulations  above  quoted  so 
as  to  fix  definite  conditions  on  all  such  points  as  buildings,  apparatus, 
local  outlay,  courses  of  study,  standards  of  admission  and  qualifica- 
tions of  Teachers  in  all  departments.  If  the  section  of  the  law  giving 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  "power  to  make  regulations  for 
constructing,  locating  and  controlling  County  Academies''  means  any- 
thing, it  surely  means  that  they  have  power  for  the  above  purposes. 
A  prompt  and  vigorous  exercise  of  this  power  is  needed  in  the  interest 
of  higher  education  and  of  justice  to  all  parties. 


PROVINCIAL  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

The  Rep6rt  of  the  Principal,  J.  B.  Calkin,  Esq.,  A.M.,  will  be  found 
in  Appendix  A.,  and  may  be  referred  to  for  information  regarding  the 
operations  of  the  Institution  during  the  past  year.  The  primary 
design  of  the  Normal  School  is  not  to  impart  instruction  in  certain 
branches  of  learning,  but  to  give  candidates  for  t}ie  teaching  profes- 
.sion  systematic  training  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  the  art  to  which 
they  propose  to  devote  themselves.  No  pains  are  spared  to  impress 
this  fundamental  aim  on  the  entire  organization  of  the  Institution. 
In  addition  to  instruction  in  the  principles  and  methods  of  teaching, 
the  Pupil-Teachers  enjoy  the  benefit  of  both  observation  and  practice 
of  regular  School-work,  by  means  of  the  connected  Model  School, 
each  spending  in  these  exercises  a  specified  number  of  hours  weekly. 
Subsidiary  to  these  means  of  professional  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment, classes  are  formed  and  instructed  in  the  various  branches  of 
knowledge  embraced  in  the  Syllabus  of  Examination  for  the  respec- 
tive Grades  of  License. 

The  PrincipaFs  Report  suggests  the  desirability  of  elevating  the 
standards  of  admission,  so  as  to  dispense  with  a  certain  amount  of 
rudimentary  instruction  now  found  necessary.  I  confess  that  I  do 
not  see  how,  under  existing  circumstances,  we  can  refuse  to  recognize 
regular  Provincial  Licenses  as  warrants  of  admission,  though  I  am 
not  prepared  to  controvert  statements  made  as  to  the  serious  educa- 
tional defecte  of  some  who  are  thus  entitled  to  enter.  Present 
tendencies  are,  however,  in  the  right  direction.  Our  general  Stand- 
ards of  License  are  being  raised.  The  distinction  between  pro- 
feasional  and  tion-profesaional  qualifications  has  hitherto  been 
obscure  in  the  public  mind.  A  slow,  but  sure,  recognition  of  this 
distinction  is  developing,  as  School  after  School  breaks  down  in 
hopeless    demoralization,  not  because  the  Teacher  was  an  ignoi*ant 
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man,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  but  because  he  was  altogether 
unskilled  in  the  work  which  he  undertook  to  perform.  The  public 
opinion  thus  in  course  of  creation  will  tend  to  present  in  dearer 
light  and  bolder  outlines  the  true  aim  and  functions  of  the  Normal 
School  At  present  the  sole  test  of  specific  fitness  to  teach  on  the 
part  of  candidates  for  license  is  the  examination  in  professional  su1> 
jects,  so  called.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  is  the  sole  test,  it  may  be 
questioned  whether  hitherto  it  has  been  applied  with  sufficiently 
exhaustive  severity.  The  Province  has  m  tolerable  abundance 
fthough  some  large  districts  are  poorly  supplied  with  them)  graded 
Scho^s  and  Academies  in  which  respectable  instruction  is  given  in 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  required  non-professional  subjects.  I  know  of 
no  Institution  save  the  Normal  School  with  proper  facilities  for  a 
professional  course.  I  know  of  none  attempting  such  work,  and  I 
should  consider  such  work,  if  attempted,  altogether  foreign  to  the 
design  of  our  Public  Schools.  The  ratepayers  of  the  various  Sections 
are  relieved  from  all  responsibility  in  tnis  matter,  the  Province  sup- 
plying, at  its  own  cost,  ample  facilities  of  instruction  for  all  in  the 
science  and  art  of  teaching.  While  I  thus  refer  te  certain  forces  at 
work,  and  to  certain  facts  which  seem  to  me  encouraging  auspices  of 
the  future,  I  must  express  my  hearty  sympathy  with  the  Prmcipars 
desire  te  have  the  utmost  possible  attention  paid  to  the  proper  pro- 
fessional aim  of  the  School.  The  energies  of  the  Professors  in  class 
work  should  be  chiefly  expended  on  that  advanced  order  of  instruc- 
tion which  tends  te  fit  not  only  for  the  tests  of  the  Examination,  but 
for  superior  efficiency  in  the  profession  te  which  the  Examination  leads. 
^  As  the  Report  referred  to  concerns  only  the  Session  ended  in  July 
last,  I  may  acid  that  at  this  writing  one  hundred  and  twenty  Pupil- 
Teachers  are  in  attendance — the  largest  number  ever  enrolled  in  the 
histoiy  of  the  School.  The  work  is  conducted  with  hopeful  enthusiasm 
and  vigor.  It  is  a  gratifying  fact  that  a  very  considerable  proportion 
of  those  present  do  not  propose  te  seek  an  advance  of  grade,  but  are 
simply  studying  for  the  sake  of  professional  profit. 

The  Department  of  Industrial  Drawing  is  a  great  addition  to  the 
usefulness  of  the  Institution. 


TEXT-BOOKS. 

No  duty  devolved  by  law  on  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction 
requires  more  thought  and  care  than  the  selection  of  suitable  text- 
books tor  the  Public  Schools.  In  my  Report  of  last  year  I  mentioned 
as  grounds  upon  which  the  necessity  of  a  revision  rested,  "  the  un- 
necessairy  multiplication  of  books  in  some  branches  of  knowledge,  the 
tetal  lacuL  of  prescribed  texts  in  others,  and  the  admitted  unsuitability 
of  some  of  the  authorized  works."  Duriuj?  the  year  the  subject  has 
received  much  painstaking  consideration  n'om  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction.  In  some  subjects  definite  results  are  yet  to  be  announced. 
In  Mathematics  and  Science  a  simple  and  comprehensive  list  of  texts 
has  been  prescribed,  authorized  for  use  immediately,  and  required  to 
be  used  after  the  close  of  ^/he  current  School  Year,  in  October.  While 
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I  regret  any  inconvenience  and  expense  entailed  by  this  revision,  I 
am  <oon»yinced  that  on  the  whole  CTeat  economic,  as  well  as  educa* 
tional,  gain  will  result  therefrom.  Hitherto,  or  at  least  for  the  past 
eight  or  ten  years  (during  which  period  the  so-called  revisions  nave 
consisted  in  additions  to  an  already  overloaded  stock),  the  pocket  of 
the  parent  has  suffered  severely  from  the  multiplication  of  texts,  par^ 
ticubud V  in  fundamental  branches.  A  revbion  based  on  any  other 
principle  than  that  adopted  by  the  Council,  namely,  the  prescription 
of  one:gM)d  text  in  every  subject,  or  each  department  thereof,  would 
have  simply  perpetuated  the  confusion  and  loss  so  loudly  and  justly 
compkuned  of. 


TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATIONS.    EDUCATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION, 

The  following  regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  pro> 
viding  for  the  formation  of  Teachers'  Associations  in  the  various 
Inspectoral  Diistricts,  and  of  an  Educational  Association  for  the  entire 
Province,  are  pubished  for  general  information : 

Tbacrxbs*  Association. 

**  Whenevsr  ten  or  more  duly  licensed  Teachers  within  an  Inspectoral  District  shall 
in  writing  request  the  Inspect<.»r  to  this  effect,  a  Teachers*  Association  for  such  District 
shall  be  fonned  in  accordance  with  the  following  principles  and  dimctions. 

1.  Obf6ci$,—Ttke  exclusire  object  of  the  AMociation  shall  be  to  promote  the  effi* 
ciency  of  the  Teaching  service  within  the  limits  of  the  District.  The  means  to  be  em» 
ploved  for  securing  this  object  shall  be  conrersation  and  discussion  on  Educational  met> 
nods,  the  preparation  and  reading  of  papers  on  special  subjects,  and  illustrative  ezex^ 
cises.  All  questions  and  discussions  foreign  to  the  practical  work  of  teaching  are  to 
be  stiietly  avoided. 

9L  M4mUnh^,^^hB  Association  shall  be  composed  of  the  Inspector  and  aU  dul|^ 
licensed  teachers  of  the  District  on  enrolment  and  annual  payment  of  such  fee  ae  the 
Association  may  deWmine.    The  annual  fee  shall  not  exceed  one  dollar, 

8.  MaimgmnmiL'-'T^e  Inspector  shall  be  $x  officio  President  of  the>  Aaaodation. 
The  Association  shall  elect  annually  from  its  members  a  Vice-President  (who  shaU 
preside  in  the  absence  of  the  President)  a  Secretair-Treasurer,  and  four  other  persons 
to  form  with  the  foregoing  officers  a  Committee  of  Management. 

4.  MootinffB  and  So$$ionM,—ThB  time  and  place  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion shall  be  determined  by  the  Inspector  after  consultation  with  such  of  the  Teachers 
requesting  its  formation  as  he  may  consider  expedient,  and  if  thought  necessary  with 
the  Superintendent  of  Education,  and  the  Inspector  shall  notify  all  the  Teachers  of  his 
District  of  the  same  at  least  one  month  in  advance.  Subsequent  meetings  shall  be 
held  annually  at  such  place  and  .time  Jtm  the  Association  may  from  year  to  vear 
decide.  The  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  occupy  two  days  of  the  week  for  wnich 
it  is  called,  and  those  days  shall  always  be  Thursday  and  Friday.  There  shall  be  at 
leaat  two  sessiofis  on  each  day,  and  each  seMion  shall  not  be  less  than  two  hours  in 
length. 

5.  AttemUmeo  of  Toaekon.—On  giving  a  week*e  notice  to  Trustees  and  pupils.  Teach- 
ers will  have  libertv  to  close  their  schools  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  Meeting 
of  the  Association  daring  the  davs  hereinafter  provided.  The  President  of  the  Associ- 
ation shall  famish  to  the  Board  or  Boards  ot  Commissioners  a  list  of  the  teachers  in 
attendance  at  the  Sessions  of  the  Association,  and  the  Board  orBosrds  shall  allow  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  their  proportion  of  the  County  Fund  for  the  two  days  as  if  the 
School  or  Department  had  been  open,  and  the  Provincial  Grant  to  Teachers  shall  suffer 
no  abatement  for  same.  An  additional  half  day's  or  day's  allowance  shall  be  made 
in  both  the  foregoing  respects,  when  the  I^esident  shall  certify  that  the  Teacher  wu 
obliged  to  be  alSent  from  his  school  one  half  or  the  whole  of  Wednesday  in  order  to 
reach  the  place  of  meeting  in  time  for  the  opening  session. 
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6.  TkB  programme  of  the  tint  meeting  shall  be  arranged  by  the  Inspector  after 
eonsultation  with  such  of  the  Teachers  requesting  the  formation  of  the  Association  as 
he  shall  deem  necessary. 

7.  The  Superintendent  of  Education  is  recommended  to  delirer  a  public  lecture  on 
some  Educational  subject  germane  to  the  oblect  o^  the  Association  on  the  erening  of 
the  first  day  of  the  meeting,  when  compatible  with  his  ether  engagements." 


Thb  Educational  Association  of  Nota  Scotia. 


\ 


**  The  Superintendent  of  Education  shall  have  authority  to  assemble  annuallv  in 
either  Haliiax  or  IVuro,  or  at  anjr  other  place  which  may  be  approved  of  by  two-thirds 
^the  Executive  Committee  hereinafter  provided  for,  an  Education  Association,  whose 
object  shall  be  to  promote  the  efficient  operation  of  our  Public  School  System,  and 
the  professiozud  improvement  of  its  own  members  by  the  discussion  of  educational 
questions. 

I.    The  Association  shall  be  coqiposed  as  follows : 

1.  The  Superintendent  of  Education,  the  Principal  and  Professors  of  the  Normal 
School,  the  Provincial  Examiners  for  Teachers*  Licenses,  and  the  Inspectors  of  Schools 
shall  be  «jr  officio  members  of  the  Association. 

2.  All  members  oC  the  late  (voluntary)  Educational  Association,  all  licensed  Teach- 
ers, the  Chancellor  and  Fellows  of  the  University  of  Halifax,  and  ^e  Presidents  and 
members  of  the  Faculties  of  the  various  Colleges  affiliated  therewith,  may  become 
members  of  the  Association  by  enrolment  and  the  payment  of  such  fee  (not  exceeding 
one  dollar)as  the  Association  itself  may  determine. 

II.    The  Association  shall  be  directed  as  follows: 

1.  The  Superintendent  of  Education,  the  Principal  of  the  Normal  School^nd seven 
pemons  chosen  annually  by  the  Association  from  among  its  members,  shall  constitute 
an  Executive  Committee.  Tliis  Committee  shall  have  control  of  all  funds  raised  by 
the  Association,  and  shall  appoint  its  own  Secretary-Treasurer  to  receive  those  funds 
and  disburse  them  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee.  The  Committee  shall  also 
determine  the  days  of  the  year  on  which  the  Aqnual  Meeting  of  the  Association  shall 
be  held,  and  the  programme  of  exercises  for  each  meeting  f^nd,  n^ra^  6). 

5.  The  Association  shall  appoint  a  Secretary,  and,  if  necessary,  an  Assistant  Secre- 
tary, who  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  each  meeting,  and  forward  a  re- 
port to  the  Superintendent  of  Education. 

3.  The  Superintendent  of  Education  shall  preside  at  the  meetings  of  the  Associa- 
tion and  of  the  Executive  Committee.  At  his  request  another  member  may  preside, 
and  in  his  absence  the  Association  or  Committee  shall  choose  its  own  presiding 
officer. 

4.  The  SuDerintendent  of  Education  is  authorised  to  use  the  Normal  School  Build- 
ing and  appliances  for  the  meeting  of  the  Association  when  they  are  held  in  Truro, 
and  the  Principal  and  Professors  will  aid  to  the  extent  of  their  power  in  promoting 
the  success  of  such  meetings.  The  Pupil-Ttechers  will  be  admitted  to  the  exercises, 
but  not  as  members  of  the  Association,  save  when  enrolled  under  Section  I.  2. 

6.  Teachers  can  claim  the  same  privileges  in  respect  of  attendance  at  meetings  of 
the  Association,  as  are  given  them  by  regulation  in  regard  to  attendance  at  District 
Associations. 

6.  The  Superintendent  of  Education  shall  have,  in  respect  to  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Association,  the  power  conferred  on  Executive  Comuiittee  by  1. 1." 

Under  the  former  of  these  Regulations  Associations  were  oi^nized 
during  the  past  Summer  and  Autumn  in  the  Counties  of  King's, 
CumTOrland,  and  Inverness.  Such  inferences,  under  official  sanction 
und  encouragement,  I  regard  of  great  importance,  as  tending  to  pi-o- 
mote  the  professional  enthusiasm  and  skill  of  Teachers,  and  to  enhance 
"in  a  hiffh  degree  the  prosperity  of  the  Schools. 

I  haa  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  Associations  held  at  Eentville 
land  Amherst,  and  on  both  occasions  was  impressed  not  only  with  the 
-interest  shown  by  the  Teachers  in  all  suggestions  looking  to  the  in- 
creased attractiveness  and  efficiency  of  their  teaching,  but  in  the 
meritoriousness  of  their  own  exercises,  whether  in  the  f  oim  of  prepared 
papers  or  of  discussions  of  subjects  thus  presented.  In  view  of  changes 
m  the  system  of  Inspection,  hereafter  noticed,  it  will  probably  be 
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found  deBirable  to  provide  for  the  continuance  or  establishment  of 
Associations  as  County  Institutions,  should  such  be  the  wish  of  the 
Teachers. 

Under  authority  conferred,  I  expect  to  convene  an  Educational 
Association  for  the  entire  Province  in  Truro,  during  the  week  imy 
mediately  preceding  that  of  the  Annual  Examination. 


SCHOOL  INSPECTION.    MEETINGS  OF  BOARDS  OF 

COMMISSIONERS. 

The  Reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Schools  will  be  found  in  Appendix 
B.,  that  of  the  Board  of  Scliool  Commissioners  for  the  City  of  Halifax 
in  Appendix  0.  These  Reports  will  be  naturally  consulted  for  infor- 
mation concerning  the  internal  working  of  the  Schools. 

Since  the  close  of  the  year  to  which  my  Report  <lirectly  relates,  an 
important,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  beneficial,  change  has 
been  made  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  in  the  system  of 
School  Inspection,  by  the  substitution  of  enlarged  Districts,  each  en- 
grossing the  attention  of  a  qualified  official,  for  Districts  composed  of 
individual  Counties.    The  new  Districts  are  as  follows : 

1.  City  and  County  of  HfUifaz. 

2.  Lunenburg  and  Queens. 

3.  Shelbarne  and  Tarmoutb. 

4.  Digby  and  Annapolis. 

5.  Kings  and  Hants. 

6.  Antigonish  and  Guysboro.  \ 
,7.  Cape  Breton  and  Richmond. 

8.  Invei-ness  and  Victoria.  [ 

9.  Pictou  and  that  part  of  Colchester  iot  included  in  No.  10. 

IC  Cumberland,  and  that  part  of  Colchester  comprised  by  District  of 
Sterling  and  the  townships  of  Economy  and  Londonderry. 

This  change  renders  practically,  if  not  logically,  necessary  another 
change  to  which  I  would  respectfully  direct  attention.  I  refer  to  the 
transference  to  the  Inspectors  and  Department  of  Education  of  the 
duty  of  examining  and  approving  School  Returns  at  the  close  of  the 
Terms,  now  vested  in  the  Boards  of  Schools  Commissioners.  In  re- 
ference to  this  suggestion  the  following  points  may  be  noticed : 

1.  Under  the  present  provision  of  law  the  "  examination"  has  been 
altogether  the  work  of  the  Inspector,  from  the  obvious  necessity  of 
the  case,  while  as  a  rule  the  **  approval''  has  been  a  resolution  of  the 
Board  endorsing  the  Inspector'^  findings  en  bloc.  The  tendency  of 
such  a  system  is  to  relieve  one  daas  of  officials  of  the  just  responsibility 
of  their  actions  and  to  impose  accountability  where  it  does  not  pro- 
perly belong. 

2.  The  proper  examination  of  the.  Trtistees'  Returns  is  a  work  re- 
quiring time  and  care,  and  weD  worthy  of  both,  seeing  that  these  Re- 
turns are  the  basis  of  the  distribution  of  some  $250,000  annually.  The 
two  or  three  days  allowed  by  existing  law  and  regulations  for  this 
purpose — that  is  for  the  inspection  of  the  Returns  by  the  Inspector 
between  the  time  of  their  receipt  and  the  meetings  of  the  Boards — 
has  proved  altogether  insufficient  in  all  Districts  of  considerable  size, 
and  nas  been  too  short,  I  believe,  in  the  smallest  ones. 
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The  adequate  examination  of  the  Returns  of  one  of  the  newly  con- 
stitided  Districts  preparatory  to  the  payment  of  Provincial  and  Coun- 
ty grants,  will  require  at  least  a  fortnight's  undivided  and  assiduous 
labor  on  the  part  of  the  Inspector.  Now  let  us  suppose  this  time 
take»  and  this  necessary  work  done.  The  Boards  are  yet  to  be  met. 
There  are  either  three  or  four  Boards  in  all  of  the  new  Districts  ex- 
cept Nos.  6  and  7  (each  of  which  has  two — in  one  case  sitting  nearly 
an  hundred  miles  apart.)  To  arrange  for  the  meetings  of  these 
widely  scattered  Boards  would  be  to  impose,  in  some  cases,  hun- 
dreds of  miles  of  profitless  travel  on  the  Inspector,  and  delay  the 
payment  of  gmnts  to  Teachers  and  Trustees  to  advanced  periods  in 
the  months  of  December  and  June. 

3.  It  happens  that  none  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  the 
Boards,  except  the  purely,  or  chiefly,  formal  one  under  consideration, 
ai'e  of  such  a  nature  as  to  require  temi-annual  meetings ;  certainly 
not  meetings  in  the  months  of  November  and  May.  I  would  there- 
fore suggest  legislation  covering  the  following  points : 

(a)  The  semi-annual  meetings  of  the  Boards  in  November  and 
May  shall  be  dispensed  with,  and  an  annual  meeting  provided  for. 
(Probably  the  early  summer  would  prove  the  most  convenient  season 
for  the  annual  meeting.  After  the  first  meeting,  the  precise  date 
might  be  fixed  by  the  Board  itself  on  consultation  with  the  In- 
spector.) 

(b)  It  shall  be  the  Inspector's  duty  to  carefully  examine  and  test 
the  Trustees'  Returns  from  the  several  Sections,  and  to  prepare  there- 
from the  so-called  Government  and  County  Fund  Sheets,  making  a 
special  Report  to  the  Superintendent  of  Education  on  all  cases  in  which 
in  his  opinion,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  law,  the  County 
Fund  apportionment  to  tb^" Section,  or  the  Provincial  Grant  to 
Teacher,  or  both,  have  been  forfeited  in  whole  or  part.  The  decision 
of  such  cases  shall  be  with  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  the 
interests  of  all  parties  being  protected  by  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  plan  thus  briefly  outlined,  would,  I  believe,  if  carried  into 
practical  effect,  not  only  meet  the  exigency  which  has  arisen,  but  in  all 
respects  tend  greatly  to  the  public  advantage.  The  Boards  of  Com- 
missioners would  lose  the  performance  of  a  formal  duty,  but  would 
have  the  convenience  and  efficient  despatch  of  their  other  business 
much  promoted.  The  Inspectors  would  be  placed  in  proper  relation 
to  the  Schools  under  their  charge,  and  would  receive  an  increase  of 
responsibility,  not  to  say  of  power,  which  I  regard  as  highly  desirable. 
Thev^  would  further  be  enabled  so  to  devote  the  months  of  November 
and  May  to  the  clerical  duties  of  their  office,  as  to  secure  the  remain- 
ing months  of  the  Terms  for  the  important  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
Schools.  With  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose  an  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Boards  would  not  interfere  to  an  appreciable  extent. 


The  facts  embodied  in  this  Report  are  subiiiitted  for  i.nparlial  con- 
sideration. Unless  I  erroneously  interpret  their  sii^jiificance,  they  at 
once  excite  to  gratitud<j  in  respect  to  the  general  excellence  and  effec- 
tiveness of  the  Educational  system  by  law  established  in  Nova&otin, 
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and  stimulate  to  increased  effort  that  the  full  measure  of  the  benefits 
possible  under  its  operation  may  be  speedily  realized.  To  awaken  in 
the  hearts  of  all  the  people  an  enlightened  appreciation  of  the  bless-' 
.  ings  of  education,  and  to  proyide  for  them  and  their  children  not  th« 
mocking  shadow,  but  the  solid  substance  and  reality  of  knowledge, 
are  worthy  objects,  and  in  my  own  humble  efforts  to  promote  them  I 
have  been  cheered  by  the  sympathy  and  support  of  the  best  men  of  the 
land  of  all  creeds  and  of  all  parties. 

I  forbear  extended  allusion  to  several  matters  of  importance,  until 
by  further  study  and  conference  I  may  mature  some  practical  sugges- 
tions concerning  them.     One  of  these  is  that  fatal  irregularity  of 
.  attendance  which  like  a  dry  rot  is  wasting  the  life  of  so  many  of  our 
;  Schools.     Too  generally  I  have  found  Trustees  and  Teachers  uttering 
T  the  same  voice  as  to  thej  prevalence  of  this  evil.     I  am  not  prepared 

■  Jto  dispute  the  theoretical  propriety  and  equity  of  a  positive  enactment 

•  of  the  State  looking  to  its  removal  or  modification.  When  we  are  sure 
that  we  have  exhausted  all  other  remedies  let  us  consider  this.  Mean- 
while I  content  myself  with  expressing  the  opinion  that  in  its  most 

■  important  bearings,  the  problem  is  a  moral  one.     So  far  as  the  bene- 

•  ficent  interest  of  our  educational  legislation  is  thwarted  by  the  sel- 
fishness (really  defeating  its  own  ends)  or  criminal  apathy  of  parents 

.  and  guardians,  the  Clergy,  the  religious  press,  all  those  to  whom  from 
their  position  we  look  as  the  natural  promoters  and  conservators  of 
public  morality,  have  a  manifest  duty  to  perform.     They  sliould  "cry 

.  aloud  and  spare  not"  the  sin  involved  in  denying  to  the  child,  on  one 
wretched  pretence  or  other,  or  through  sheer  thoughtlessness,  his  pre- 
cious birthright  of  knowledge. 

Another  point  requiring  attention  is  the  invigoration  of  the  work 
of  instruction  in  the  Schools.  Modifications  of  our  Educational  system 
are  improvements  so  far  as  they  acco^nplish  this,  or  tend  to  its  accom- 
plishment. The  people  have  a  right  to  expect  as  the  practical  outcome 
of  their  efforts  and  expenditure  8on\ething  more  than  the  raert*^  sem- 
blances of  Schools.  Improvement  in  school  texts,  elevation  of  the 
standard  of  Teachers*  qualifications,  increased  Normal  School  efticienoy, 
systematic  and  thorough  going  inspection,  Teachers'  Association.^-, 
may  each  be  expected  to  contribute  its  share  to  the  fulfilment  of  this 
expectation.    Impressed  with  the  conviction  that  a  progressive  Course 

•  of  Study,  similar  in  its  general  character  to  the  courses  established 
T  under  regulation  in  most  of  the  other  Provinces  of  the  Dominion, 
I  but  with   special  adaptation  to  our  own  circumstances,  would  be  of 

■  incalculable  benefit  to  our  schools,  I  am  preparing  such  a  Course 
.  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  expecting 

in   this  preparation   to  take  advantage   of  the  teaching  experience 

.  of  the  country  through  the  agency  of  the  Associations,  District  and 

Provincial,  to  which  I  have  referred. 

I  have  devoted  a  special  section  to  the  subject  of  Teachers*  Salaries, 

.  as  a  mere  matter  of  figures.     Let  us  make  just  allowance  for  the 

extended  period  of  financial  depression  through  which  the  country  has 

been  passing.     Probably — I  cannot  speak  positively,  as  tliare  are  no 

recent  statistics  on   which   to   base   a   comparison — the   salaries  of 

Teachers,  during  the  past  two  or  three  years,  have  drooped  somewhat, 

.  in  sympathy  with  the  hardness  of   the  times.     It   may  be  assumed 
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that  when  this  special  cause  shall  cease  to  operate  there  will  be  an 
upward  tendency  from  the  present  maximum  of  depression.  It  re- 
mains, however,  clear  beyond  dispute  that  the  average  rate  of  salaries, 
particularly  of  salaries  paid  to  Male  Teachers,  is  so  low  as  to  be  dis- 
coura^ng.  Wlien  remuneration  in  a  given  profession  descends  to  a 
certain  plint,  long  continuance  in  that  profession  may  be  a  sign  of 
incompetency  rather  than  a  proof  of  merit.  I  trust  it  may  never  be 
so  in  regard  to  the  Teaching  profession  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  people, 
especially  the  people  of  our  more  populous  and  wealthy  localities,  will 
surely  discern  the  irreparable  loss  involved  in  the  draining  off  to  the 
educational  service  of  other  countries  of  the  men  best  fitted  to  adorn 
that  of  their  own.  Under  existing  circumstances,  I  venture  to  express 
an  earnest  hope  that  by  some  moans  the  Government  and  Legislature 
may  be  enabled  to  maintain  the  grants  to  Teachers  without  reduction, 
or  without  reduction  in  the  aggregate  should  it  be  thought  desirable 
to  adopt  a  slightly  altered  scale  of  distribution  among  the  various 
classes.  Undoubtedly,  in  not  a  few  places  the  sectional  assessment  is 
disproportionately  small.  The  people  could,  and  should,  do  more  than 
they  do,  and  would  have  no  just  cause  of  complaint  were  they  com- 
pelled to  pay  a  larger  proportion  of  the  Teacher's  salary.  We  must, 
however,  deal  with  the  question  as  a  Provincial  one,  and  I  am 
prepared  to  affirm  that,  as  a  nile,  the  Schools  of  the  Province  would 
be  exposed  to  considerable  peril  by  the  reduction  referred  to — a  peril 
none  the  less  imminent  and  real  even  though  the  reduction  should  be 
found  an  absolute  necessity.  As  bearing  on  the  support  of  the 
Schools,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  propriety  of  considering 
whether  the  basis  of  the  apportionment  of  the  County  Fund  might 
not  be  altered  so  as  to  secure  to  the  Trustees  of  each  Section,  in  the 
first  place,  a  certain  sum  for  each  Teacher  employed,  and  leave  the 
remainder  for  distribution  according  to  the  present  system  based  on 
attendance.  Now,  the  benefits  reaped  from  tnis  Fund  by  our  most 
sparsely  peopled  Sections  are  almost  nominal,  and  the  Poor-Section 
privilege  is,  as  far  as  the  Trustees  are  concerned,  a  mockery.  Every- 
thing is  in  favor  of  centres  of  population.  The  system  I  suggest  would, 
without  doing  injustice  to  any,  invigorate  the  weaker  Schools  and 
seriously  reduce  the  strength  of  a  temptation  which,  from  evidence 
presented,  I  fear  even  some  reputable  Sections  have  not  been  able  to 
resist. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  direct  attention  to  the  urgent  demand  for 
the  publication  of  a  new  manual  of  School  Law  and  Regulations.  The 
edition  of  1874  is  out  of  print.  The  Act  relating  to  Public  Instruction 
as  published  therein  and  in  the  Revised  Statutes  has  been  amended  at 
eacn  of  the  last  five  sessions  of  the  Legislature.  These  amendments, 
though  published  in  the  Statutes,  and  in  the  Journal  of  EdtLcation, 
from  year  to  year,  are  so  scattered  as  not  to  be  readily  available,  while 
of  some  of  the  precise  scope  and  purpose  are  not  clear.  I  should  sup- 
pose that  an  authorized  consolidation  of  the  Educational  Statutes 
would  naturally  precede  this  publication. 

I  am,  your  Honor's  obedient  Servant, 

DAVID  ALLISON, 
SuperiTUendeTit  of  Edhioation. 
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GOVERNMENT  AID  TO   POOR  SECTIONS. 


SPECIAL  GOVEBXMENT  AID  TO    POOR  SECTIONS, 

TABLE  X. 


COUXTY. 


Annnpolis.... 
Antigonish  .. 
Cape  Breton. 
Colchester.... 
Cumberland. 
Clare  

Digby 

Guysboro  ... 

lialifax 

Hants 


Inverness.. 

Kin^s 

Lunenburg 

Pictou 

Queens , 

Hichniond  . 
8helbunie 
Victoria.  .. 
Yarmouth.. 


Total, 


It 


1879 

1878. 


Increase. 
Decrefise 


Paid  by  GoverDment 
over  and  above  the 
ordinary  Grant**, 
t<:)ward;j  Salaries  of 
Teachers  employed 
in  Poor  Sections. 


Winter 
Term. 


Summer 
Term. 


$240  41 

98  21 

261 

176 


41 
82 


148  18 
21  60 
92  31 
77  73 

140  98 


141 
140 


60 
79 


152  85 


68 
77 


97 
147 

68  35 
213  40 

41  94 
118  65 

83  88 


$2464  51 
2498  00 


$33  49 


$221 

149 

281 

174 

124 

28 

fcS 

99 

187 

224 

76 

213 

101 

195 

114 

202 

34 

116 

63 


72 

21 
62 
fO 
11 
65 
12 
01 
29 
84 
53 
15 
51 
94 
98 
66 
08 
29 
44 


j  Paid  by  Government 
towards  erection 
of  School  Houses, 
&c. 


$2682  95 
2863  63 


$180  68 


Winter 
Term. 


Summer 
Term. 


S20  00 


«20  00 


Total. 


$462  13 
247  42 
543  03 
351  62 
272  24 
50  25 

175  43 

176  74 
328  27 
866  44 
217  32 
366  00 
199  19 
343  71 
183  33 
416  06 

76  02 
234  94 
137  32 


$5147  46 
5381  63 


$234  17 


POOR  SECTIONS:  SPECIAL   COUNTY  AID. 
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TABLE  XL 

POOR   SECTIONS.  —  SPECIAL   COUNTY  AID. 


Name  op  Countikb  and 
Sessional  Districts. 

No.  of  thepe 

SectioDB 

hnvinjT 

SchouU. 

Amount  of  County  AMespment  paid  to 
tbe^e  Schools  over  and    above  the 
ordinary  allowance. 

• 

£ 

J- 6-1 

CO 

Winter  Term. 

Summer 
Term. 

Total. 

Annapolis,  County  of. 

Antigonish,         ••        

Cape  Breton,      "        

CoJchesttr,          "        

Cumberland,       "        

Digby,  District  of 

26 

10 

25 

22 

18 

10 

8 

6 

5 

18 

9 

14 

13 

2*5 

9 

3 

18 

7 

20 

1 

4 

18 
7 
3 

290 
293 

26 
15 
29 
20 
16 
10 
4 

7 

6 

21 

11 

15 

8 

29 

9 

3 

23 

18 

21 

1 

4 

11 

4 

3 

314 
347 

S  141  34 
89  49 
107  96 
116  10 
87  05 
04  59 
20  61 

38  49 
22  02 

110  24 

39  29 
91  22 
62  79 

142  30 
43  91 
29  49 
8()  66 
Z6  47 

128  40 
5  25 
24  86 
70  77 
Zo  05 
20  96 

t  129  57 

104  93 

123  32 
93  30 
79  19 
65  07 
29  23 
48  47 
20  99 

128  78 
HI  84 
98  23 
41  34 

201  89 
56  33 
88  08 

110  70 
75  71 

133  96 
3  30 
17  80 
53  96 
29  11 
20  82 

$  270  91 

194  42 
231  28 
209  40 
166  24 
129  66 

Clare,          "         

49  H4 

Guvsboro*  **         

86  96 

St.  Mary's  "         

43  01 

Halifax,  County  of 

239  02 

Hants,  District  of  East 

West 

Inverness,  County  of. 

^ings,               ••         

I-unonburg  and  New  Dublin. 
Chester,  District  of. 

101   13 
189  45 
104  13 
344  19 
100  24 
67  57 

I^ictou,  County  of 

197  36 

Queens,        •'       

Ifclchmond,    ••       

112  18 
262  36 

551ielburne,  District  of 

fiarrington,         *'        

^"ictoria,  County  of 

Yarmouth,  District  of 

A^rgyle,               "         

8  55 

42  68 

124  73 

64  16 

41  78 

Total,  1879 

"     1878 

$1615  31 
1719  21 

$1765  92 
1993  47 

$8381  23 
3712  68 

Increase 

' 

Decrease 

3 

33 

103  90 

227  55 

331  45 
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SPECUL  ACAHZDIES.  AA 


TABLE  XVL— SPECIAL  ACADEMIES  AND  COLLEGES, 

(COMTIKUBB.) 

THE  MODEL  8CH00LS- TRURO. 

(IJ)    During  the  jMtr  two  clastei  have  received  Initruction  in  German. 
(S.)    Vocal  music  has  not  been  taught  as  a  science,  but  in  all  the  Departments,  with  but 
«liffat  czoeptloos,  singing  is  daily  practised. 

W.  D.  Dococx,  A.M.,  Principal, 

PICTOU  AOADEinr. 

The  Xfatheouttical  and  Classical  Departments  alone  are  returned  here.  The  other  Depart- 
ments in  the  Academy  building  form  an  organic  part  of  the  Conmion  School  system  ex  the 
Town. 

Boarden,  The  Academy  is  not  a  "  boarding"  School.  Fifty  two  belonginji^  to  the  Munid- 
pafity  were  earoUed  last  year,  and  seventy-one  from  other  puts  of  the  province. 

BmiU  and  imfuUd  FanJi,  The  amount  of  |878  was  paid  out  of  the  general  School  Fund 
of  the  town  to  supplement  the  income  from  other  sources. 

A.  H.  McKat,  R.A.  B.Sc,  Frime^. 

YARMOUTH  SEMINART. 

Twsntj-fliz  pupils  of  the  Central  Public  School  have  attended  the  French  dasies  during 
tbsyear. 

Since  the  resignation  of  the  female  Teacher  in  May,  no  other  has  been  employed,  partly 
oiling  to  efforts  that  are  being  made  to  Improve  the  school  system  of  Yarmouth. 

L.  B.  Embub»  BJl.,  Frineipal, 
DEAF  AND  DUBCB  INSTTTUnON. 


(a)    Tbe  system  of  Instruction  comprises  these  ffub)ects  for  everr  pupil. 
fh)    The  amount  received  ftom  parents  of  pupils  was  only  |78o.8S, 
bnng  taken  in  free. 


hj    The  amount  received  ftom  parents  of  pupils  was  only  |78o.8S,  many  of  the  pupils 
ng  taken  in  free. 
(c)    Tbl»  includes  tSOO.O0  each  from  New  Brunswick,  P.  E.  Island  and  Newfoundland. 

AUHMT  F.  WoWBaxDQMi  M.A.,  Frincipal, 


KINGS  OOLUBQE. 

The  above  figures  shew  the  payments  for  expenditure  within  the  period  indicated,  but  the 
ei[pendltiire  inourted  for  bidlcungs,  repairs,  etc,  etc.,  does  not  appear  until  the  accounts  are 
rendered,  paased  and  paid,  which  would  not  be  in  some  cases  until  the  new  year  is  entered 
upon. 

B.  O.  Omat,  Tnatunr. 

DALHOUBIB  COLLEGE. 


fa)    Tutor  in  the  Arts  course^  but  Profeesor  in  the  Science  course. 
(h)    By  attending  two  Summer  Sessions,  and  three  Winter  Sessions  a  student  may  obtain 
ths  Degree  of  BJL.  or  of  B3c  i  In  three  years, 
(cj    Tbesalsriesofthieeof  the  Professors  are  paid  by  the  Presbytsrian  Church. 

Qbo.  Tkomsov,  Dreamnr, 
HAUFAX  UNIVERSITY. 

The  University  is  an  examining  body  only. 

Matriculation  osrtiflcate  of  almUated  Colkges  accepted  by  UnlTmlty  at  •quivaleot  to  its 


I  candidate  graduated  in  Science  during  year. 

1       -  -  Medicine    "       " 

3       ««  u  La^  H       u 

Total  number  of  oandidstee  at  all  examinations  during  year 18 

••       ••     17 

F.  0.  8innanA«r«  M^pdrmr* 


BB  SUMMARY  OF  OOVERyMENT  EXPENDmiRE. 


TABLE  XVn. 

Summary  of  Government  Grants  for  Education,  1879. 

Common  Schools $151,655  39 

NormalSchool 6,075  00 

Colleges 15,200  00 

Special  Academies 5,100  00 

County  Academies 6,675  00 

Inspectors'  Salaries 13,852  25 

Stationery,  Ac 1 695  18 

Expenses  OflSce  (Regbters,  Register  Covers,  Stationeiy, )  q^q  gj 

Postage,  Expressage.  &a) j 

Salaries 3,000  00 

Travelling  Expenses  Superintendent 400  00 

Normal  School  Pdpns 408  20 

Examination 951  89 

Interest 1,571  38 

$205^74  M 
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APPENDIX    A. 


REPOBT  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL 


To  David  Allison,  Esq ,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

Sir, — The  followinpf  report  of  the  Normal  School  for  the  session 
ended  July  18th,  1879,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  session  was  formally  opened  by  interesting  inaugural  exercises 
in  the  new  building.  About  seventy  students  were  present.  On  the 
platform  M'ere  Hon.  Samuel  Creelman ;  Dr.  Allison,  Superintendent  of 
Education;  the  Commissioners  under  whose  supervision  the  building 
had  been  erected ;  Sheriff  Blanchard,  Mayor  Longworth,  the  various 
clergymen  of  the  town,  and  others,  whilst  a  large  number  of  the  prin- 
cipal citizens  of  Truro  occupied  the  body  of  the  large  assembly-hall. 
Letters  of  apology  were  read  from  His  Honor  Governor  Archibald, 
Hon.  S.  Holmes,  Provincial  Secretary,  Dr.  Band,  John  Barss,  Esq., 
Hon.  A.  McN.  Cochran,  and  others  who  had  received  invitations  to  be 
present.  Dr.  Mc  Robert,  Secretary  of  Commissioners,  narrated  the 
principal  steps  taken  in  the  erection  of  the  building,  afcer  which  the 
Principal  of  the  Normal  School  read  his  inaugural  address.  The  Su- 
perintendent of  Education,  the  various  clergymen  present,  and  Mayor 
Longworth,  followed  with  appropriate  and  interesting  addresses. 

I  desire  here  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Government  and  Legis- 
lature for  the  very  commodious,  comfortable,  and  well-appointed 
building  which  they  have  with  so  much  appreciation  erected  for  the 
promotion  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  institution.  I  trust  that 
this  marked  recognition  of  the  importance  of  our  work,  and  the  increased 
facilities  afforded  for  doing  it,  may  be  followed  by  a  corresponding 
advance  both  in  the  extent  and  quality  of  what  is  done. 

The  total  number  of  students  enrolled  during  the  session  was  one 
hundred  and  seventeen ;  the  largest  number  in  attendance  at  any  time 
was  ninty-four ;  twenty-four  remained  throughout  the  whole  session.  I 
presume  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  any  details  respecting  the  diffi- 
culties which  led  to  the  withdrawal  of  a  large  number  of  students,  and 
rendered  exceedingly  unpleasant  a  session  which  promised  to  be  one  of 
the  most  interesting  and  profitable  in  the  history  of  the  institution. 

More  than  the  usual  proportion  of  students  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  diploma  of  grade  "  Superior."  This  is  in  part  due  to  higher  attain- 
ments and  more  experience  in  practical  teaching  on  entering  the  institu- 
tion.     Most   of  this   class^  having  completed   the    time    prescribed 


PRIXaPALS  REPORT. 


to  qualify  for  a  diploma,  left  the  school  at  the  end  of  April,  and  were 
employed  in  teaching  during  the  summer  term.  Thus,  generally,  our 
more  advanced  students  were  not  among  the  competitors  for  license 
at  the  close  of  the  session. 

It  appears  to  be  very  desirable,  and  necessary  to  the  efficient  carrying 
out  of  the  special  and  proper  aims  of  the  institution,  and  perhaps  also 
to  its  reputation,  that  the  standard  of  admission  should  be  considerably 
raised.  The  low  grade  of  scholarship  and  the  lack  of  culture  and  men<- 
tal  development  on  the  part  of  many  students,  necessitate  our  working 
upon  a  low  plane;  and  the  time  and  energy  of  the  students  being 
largely  applied  to  the  securing  of  the  attainments  required  for  license, 
but  little  attention  can  be  given  to  the  more  strictly  professional  matters 
of  method  and  skill  in  teaching.  This  deficiency  in  scholarship  is  per- 
haps most  marked  in  composition,  orthography  and  punctuation.  Some 
who  hold  license  of  grade  D,  and  even  some  holding  C,  are  sadly  defi- 
cient in  these  fundamental  branches  of  knowledge. 

The  names  of  students,  the  counties  from  which  they  came,  and  their 
■classification^  will  be  found  in  the  subjoined  table. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  Calkin, 
Principal  of  Normal  School, 


Tmro,  Dec.  Slat,  187Q. 


NORMAL  SCHOOL, 
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NAMES  OF  STUDENTS,  ETC. 


Name. 


County. 


Edith  A.  Allison 

Hants, 

Ada  Oeddes.  ...#.... 

Colchester, 

Belle  M.  Fowler 

*i 

Minnie  B.  Freeman  . . . 

Queens, 

Victoria  S.  Ernst  * . .  • . 

Lunenburg, 

Atta  G.  Robblee 

Carrie  M.  VVhippie. .  . . 

Annapolis, 
Colchester, 

Lizzie  McCuUy 

(( 

Estella  M.  Brown 

Etta  Berry  . .  * ^ 

Annapolis, 
Colchester, 

Maria  E.  West 

Queens, 

Emma  Brown.  * 

Jessie  M.  Ross 

Annapolis, 
Colchesier, 

Elizabeth  McKinnon.. 

P.  E.  Island, 

Jennie  L.  Stewart 

Kings, 

Rboda  Embree 

Inverness, 

Ida  M.  Kent 

Halifax, 

Martha  J.  Eraser 

Pictou, 

Ellen  R.  Lynd 

Colchester, 

Henrietta  McLane  .... 

Inverness, 

Agnes  S.  McLeod  .... 

Kings, 

Minetta  Shaw.  , , 

<( 

Maggie  £.  Dunlap. . . . 

Mary  L.  McLure 

Mary  McCully 

Fannie  Atkins  .  * 

Colchester, 
it 

<• 

Cumberland, 

Marv  Grant < 

Pictou, 

Alice  Faulkner 

Hants, 

Esther  Fletcher 

Colchester, 

Rebecca  J.  Moore 

it 

Edith  S.  Moore 

t( 

Louisa  Patterson 

Pictou, 

Edward  G.  White 

Kings, 

P.  J.  Chute 

it 

Avard  R.  Moore 

Annapolis, 

David  S.  Clarke 

Pictou, 

Normal  School 
Diploma. 


Profincial 
Liceusd. 


Superior, 

Good, 

Superior, 


<c 
t( 


Good, 


Superior, 


Superior, 

« 
it 
ft 
t* 
*t 


Good, 
Superior, 


#  • 


Good, 

Superior, 

Good, 

Superior, 
tt 

Good, 
tt 


c. 
c. 

Not  examined. 

c. 

Not  examined. 

B. 

Not  examined^ 

D. 
Not  examined.r 

B. 

Not  examined/ 
(« 

tt 

it 

tt 
it 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 

C. 

Not  examined. 

D. 

Not  examined*- 
tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

€t 
tt 
tt 
€9 


principal's  rrport. 


NORMAL   SCHOOL.— (Con^mu^rc^.) 


Name. 


County. 


Normal  School 
Diploma. 


Wesley  Blois 

Burgess  McMahon. . . . 

C.  Bernard  Lent. 

Clarence  Hamilton .... 
Duncan  D.  McKenzie. . 
Daniel  McD.  Clarke  .  • 
Wm.  A.  McDonald  . . . 

Alex'r  P.  Black 

Bessie  Dunlap • . 

Sophia  S.  Parker 

May  F.  Parker 

Joseph  J.  Parker 

Sophia  Grant 

Bessie  L.  Miller 

Jessie  Yuill  • 

Annabella  Swallow .... 

Phoebe  Dickson 

Annie  Drysdale 

Maggie  Blair 

Annie  O'Brien  « 

Laura  Aikenhead 

Isabella  McDonald  • .  •  • 

Rosalie  Carter • 

Annie  S.  Logan 

Catherine  Murray  .... 

Jane  McDougall 

Leila  Creelman 

Augusta  Davison 

Agnes  Duncan  ....••. 

Jessie  Dunbar 

Maggie  Archibald  .... 
Belle  S.  Blackmore .... 

Mary  Amirault 

Margaret  LeBlanc  •  •  • 
Sarah  A.  McDonald. . . 

Clara  A.  McCart 

Eliza  Moore. 

Maggie  Hennesy.. 

Evan  McPherson 

Ralph  E,  Webster 

David  W.  Byers. . .  • ,  • 
Reuben  Whorynot.  •  •  • 

Wm.  M.  Warner 

Isaac  LeBlanc ^ 


N.  Brunsw'k, 

Kings, 

Annapolis, 

Colchester, 

Cape  Breton, 

Pictou, 

Shelburne, 

Cumberland, 

Colchester, 

Lunenburg, 


it 


it 


Pictou, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Cumberland, 

Shelburne, 

Colchester, 


«< 


Hants, 

Colchester, 

Pictou, 

Colchester, 

Cumberland, 

Colchester. 
(< 

u 
ii 
(( 

Pictou, 
Colchester, 
Colchester, 
Digby. 

Pictou, 

Colchester, 
(( 

Pictou, 

Kings, 

Colchester, 

Lunenburg, 

Digby, 


Superior, 


Good, 


Good, 


<« 


Superior, 
Good, 


Good, 
Good, 


<( 


Good, 


Fair, 
Good, 


Good, 


(( 


(€ 


Good, 


(( 


Good, 
Good, 
Good, 


Provincial 
Licence. 


«< 


Not  examined. 
<< 

i€ 

c. 

Not  examined. 

c. 

Not  examined. 
i( 

(€ 
l€ 
tt 

c. 
c. 

Not  examined. 
(« 

D. 
C. 

D. 
D. 

Not  examined. 

« 

D. 
D. 
C. 

Not  examined. 

D. 
Not  examined. 

D. 

D. 

D. 
Not  examined. 

D. 

D. 
Not  examined. 

B. 
Not  examined. 

D. 

Not  exanuneJ. 
tt 

D. 


NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


NORMAL  SCROOI^(ContniuciL) 


Name. 


County. 


Normal  School 
Diploma. 


Provincial 
License, 


T.  Morton  Davis 

Matthew  Hennigar 

Peter  Doucett 

Josephine  £.  Feppai'd. . 

Annie  C.  Young 

Nina  A.  Fellows 

Annie  Jenks 

Janie  L.  Nelson 

Minnie  M.  Scott 

Jane  E.  McDonald.  •  •  • 

Susan  H.  Cutten 

Maggie  Carty 

Wm.  P'  Henry 

Ansley  Hall 

Wm.  D.  Patterson .... 

Isaac  W.  Baker 

Bessie  McDonald 

Carmel  Davison 

Eliza  C.  Sibley 

Maggie  Christie • 

Bessie  Hamilton 

Laurinda  Gatchell 

Letitia  Gladwin 

£liza  J.  McCabe. . . . . . 

Bessie  Gavill 

James  McPhee 

Leander  Fisher 

Alex,  Jas.  Steele 

Charles  A.  McCnlly . . . 

Pred  De  Wolfe 

Alice  McDonald 

Anna  6  Koss^ 

Emma  Leek 

Alice  O.  Zwicker 

Alex.  M.  Somers 

Julia  Barnes 

Daniel  Brehaut 


Cumberland, 

Hants, 

Digby, 

Colchester. 

Guysborough, 

Annapolis, 

Cumberland, 

Hants, 


(( 


Colchester, 


«< 


Annapolis 

Halifax, 

Kings, 


Pictou, 
Kings, 
Colchester. 


(( 


t( 


St 


Halifax, 

Colchester, 

Yarmouth, 

Cape  Breton, 

Colchester, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Kings, 

Queens, 

Pictou, 

Halifax, 

Lunenburg, 

Antigonish, 

Cumberland, 

P.  E.  Island, 


Good, 


Good, 


Superior, 
Good, 
••••••    ••••• 


Good, 


Superior, 

Good, 
Superior, 


Good, 


.  • 


c. 

D. 
Not  examined. 

C. 

C. 
Not  examined. 

C. 

C. 

C- 
Not  examined. 

c. 

Not  examined. 


c. 

Not  examined. 

D. 
Not  examined. 


«« 
<( 
i( 
it 
it 


C. 

B. 
Not  examined. 

I). 
Not  examined. 


tt 
it 

t€ 


Not  examined. 

D. 
Not  examined. 
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AFF£in)IX    B. 


KEPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS  OF  THE 

DIFFERENT   COUNTIES. 


ANNAPOLIS  COUNTY- 
L.  S.  Morse,  A.  M.,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  hereby  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  summary 
report  of  the  state  of  the  schools,  and  of  educational  matters  generally, 
in  the  county  of  Annapolis,  for  the  year  ended  October  31st,  1879. 

The  number  of  sections  in  the  county  remains  as  last  reported.  The 
Commissioners  of  Schools  at  their  meetings  in  May  last  in  view  of  sec- 
tion six  of  "  an  Act  to  further  amend  chapter  S2  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
of  Public  Instruction,"  struck  seve/i  sections  from  the  list  of  ''poor  sec- 
tionsy^^  thereby  reducing  the  number  to  thirty-two.  By  employing 
grade  C  teachers  during  one  or  both  terms,  several  of  the  sections  last 
referred  to,  have  debarred  themselves  for  the  time  being  from  partici- 
pating in  the  extra  grants,  and  have  thereby  manifested  a  spirit  of  self- 
sacrifice  in  the  cause  of  education  which  many  wealthy  sections  would 
do  well  to  imitate.  Three  sections  only  have  been  without  schools 
daring  the  year,  two  of  which  cannot  support  schools,  and  the  third  has 
been  engaged  in  the  erection  of  a  school-house. 

School  accommodation  is  gradually  improving  in  the  county.  In 
Clarence  Centre  and  Albany  South  sections,  new  and  commodious 
school  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  and  in  Falkland  sec- 
tion a  new  house  will  be  ready  for  school  purposes  at  the  beginning  of 
the  summer  term  of  1880.  In  several  other  sections  repairs  more  or 
less  extensive  have  been  made.  In  a  few  sections  new  school  houses 
are  much  needed,  but  owing  to  hard  times  and  the  heavy  burden  now 
on  the  county  in  the  form  of  railway  and  other  taxes,  I  have  consid- 
ered it  advisable  not  to  take  the  steps  necessary  to  have  the  houses  now 
in  use  condemned.  Unless  the  rate  payers  in  those  sections  take  volun- 
tary action,  it  will  soon  become  imperative  upon  Inspector  and  Commis- 
sioners to  move  in  the  matter. 

The  furniture  in  most  of  the  school  houses  is  of  a  suitable  descrip- 
tion. Few  houses  only  have  the  antiquated  long  desks.  In  a  few  years 
these  will  be  superseded  by  others  of  a  more  modern  pattern.  Each 
year  brings  an  improvement  in  this  particular. 

The  apparatus  in  most  sections  is  far  too  limited  in  quantity.  Com- 
paratively few  school  rooms  are  supplied  with  mDre  than  the  Hemis- 
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pheres  and  map  of  Nova  Scotia  and  a  quantity  of  blackboard,  which  very 
frequently  is  rendered  useless  for  want  of  chalk.  Globes  are  quite 
scarce,  and  unabridged  Dictionaries  for  teachers'  desks  are  not  seen  ex- 
cept in  three  or  four  school  rooms.  I  would  recommend,  as  I  have 
done  in  former  reports,  that  some  measure  be  adopted  rendering  it 
compulsory  upon  all  sections  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  public  grants 
to  furnish  their  school  rooms  with  certain  books  and  apparatus  which 
may  be  considered  necessary  for  the  use  of  teachers  and  pupils. 


The  teachers  employed  were  graded  as  follows:—- 


Grade 

A. 
3 

2 

B. 
20 
16 

C. 
46 

49 

D. 
24 
31 

E. 
8 

12 

MALB. 

FEMALE. 

TOTAL. 

Winter  Term . . . 

62 

89 

101 

Summer  Term . . 

46 

64 

no 

In  addition  to  the  above,  three  assistants  were  employed  during  the 
Winter  Term,  and  two  during  the  Summer  Term.  The  teachers  as  a 
class^  making  due  allowance  for  the  youthfulness  and  inexperience  of 
some,  have  been  doing  excellent  work,  and  are  sustaining  their  licenses 
creditably.  A  few  onij  are  not  doing  the  work  expected  of  them.  An 
examination  of  my  "Notes  of  Inspection"  for  the  year  will  show  the 
estimate  which  I  have  placed  upon  each  teacher's  work.  The  raising 
of  the  standards  of  examination  and  the  with()rawal  of  Grade  £  licenses 
will,  I  believe,  produce  beneficial  results. 

The  attendance  at  school  is  no  better  than  formerly  reported.  The 
percentage  of  enrolled  pupils  daily  present  at  school  for  time  in  ses- 
sion during  the  winter  term  was  56.4,  and  during  the  summer  term  60  ^. 
The  number  of  pupils  between  the  ages  of  Jive  and  fifteen  years  re- 
ported  not  at  school  in  sections  having  schools  during  the  winter  term,  was 
761,  and  during  the  summer  term  702.  I  believe  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  children  not  in  attendance  at  school  belong  to  that  class  which 
fr»e  schools  were  more  particularly  intended  to  benefit.  In  view  of 
these  facts  the  State,  which  provides  free  schools,  should  insist  upon  a 
more  regular  and  general  attendance  thereat. 

The  work  of  inspection  has  occupied  a  large  portion  of  my  time  dur- 
ing the  year.  Two  schools  only  were  not  visited.  This  was  owing  to 
their  having  been  closed  for  the  term  previous  to  my  tour  of  inspection 
in  their  vicinity. 

The  County  Academy  has  been  for  the  past  year  under  the  charge 
of  Mr.  £.  J.  Lay,  an  experienced  and  successful  teacher.  The  atten- 
dance has  not  been  large.  Very  few  non-residents  of  the  section  in 
which  it  is  located  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a 
course  of  study  at  the  academy,  and  this  will  be  the  case  so  long  as  the 
advantages  afforded  by  larger  and  more  throughly  equipped  institutions 
can  be  enjoyed  at  no  greater  expense.  The  standard  of  admission  is 
quite  low  in  order  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  section.  Other  parts  of  the 
county  receive  but  little  benefit  from  it. 
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The  increase  in  the  number  of  schools  in  the  county  is  encouraging. 
Their  efficiency,  however,  is  no  greater  than  it  has  been  for  some  years 
past,  nor  can  we  expect  au  improvement  so  long  as  the  percentage  of 
inexperienced  and  untrained  teachers  is  so  large.  In  conclusion  permit 
tne  to  refer  you  to  the  Tables  of  Statistics  forwarded  herewith  for  more 
definite  information  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted 

L,   S.   MORSB. 

David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

JSuperiniendent  of  Education, 


ANllGONISH  COUNTY. 

A.  MclsAAC,  Inspector, 

[No  report  received.] 


CAPE    BRETON    COUNTY. 
A.  McKiNNON,  Inspector. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the 
Academy  and  Schools  of  this  county  for  the  year  ended  October  3  Its, 
1879. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  during  the  winter  term  was  134. 
Of  these  90  were  male  and  44  female,  holding  licenses  as  follows  :-^ 

A.  D.  C.         D.  £• 

Male S  21  22  45 

Female I  16         11  16 

In  the  summer  the  number  was  146 ;  male  98,  female  48  :— ^ 

A.  B.  C«  ij.  £. 

Male 2  24  17  55 

Female 1  14  12  21 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  for  the  winter  term  was  5,752*;  itt 
the  summer  term  6,324.  The  number  present  for  some  portion  of 
the  year  was  6,977.  The  number  daily  present  at  school  on  an  average 
for  time  in  session,  winter  term,  was  2,700.  The  average  number  of 
pupils  daily  present  for  the  summer  term  was  2,521. 

The  above,  together  with  the  abstracts  already  forwarded  to  your 
office,  will  furnish  an  idea  of  the  condition  of  our  schools  in  point  of 
statistics. 

Daring  the  last  year  two  new  sections  were  formed-— one  at  Lingan 
Road,  the  other  at  the  rear  of  Christmas  Island.  In  the  former  a  new 
school  house  has  been  just  finished  ;  in  the  latter  a  new  one  is  in  course 
of  erection,  which  probably  will  not  be  finished  before  nexjt  fall. 
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For  the  summer  term,  all  the  schools,  with  the  exception  of  four,^. 
were  in  session,  viz. :  Kelly's  Lake,  No.  72  ;  North  side  East  Bay,  No;^ 
99 ;  Lingan  Road,  No  6i,  and  Highland.  No.  lOSJ. 

Section  No.  44,  North  Sydney,  can  boast  of  having  the  best  finished 
school  house  in  the  county.  The  apparatus  and  accommodations  in  the 
several  departments  are  very  good,  and  the  Trustee*  have  in  their 
employ  experienced  and  successful  teachers. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  we  cannot  report  so  favorably  of  the- 
school  accommodations  at  Sydney  Mines,.  No.  4&.     In  this  section  there- 
are   six   departments,  of  which  two  are  passable,  the  remaining  four 
being  overcrowded,  which  the  following  figures  will  demonstrate: — In 
No.  1  there  were  141  pupils  registered,  with  an  average  daily  attend- 
ance of  93  ;  in  No.  2,  120  registered,  with  an  average  of  97  ;  No.  S^ 
94  registered,  with  an  average  of  65;  No.  4,  111  registered,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  85. 

The  insulliciencv  of  school  accommodation  for  the  number  of  school- 
going  children  in  the  section  was,  on  several  occasions,  pointed  out  to 
the  Trustees,  to  which  they  coolly  remarked  **  that  they  intended  to- 
build  soon  ;  times  were  hard,  but  as  soon  as  business  sprang  up  they 
would  look  after  the  interest  of  the  section." 

In  Bridgeport,  Little  Glace  Bay,  Big:,  Glace  Bay,  Block  House  and 
Gowrie  Mines  the  accommodations  are  good,  and  the  several  teachers- 
are  doing  their  work  well. 

The  Academy. — The  several  departments  of  the  academy  have  been 
well  conducted  during  the  year.  The  teachers  are  diligent  and  faithful- 
in  their  duties,  and  the  pupils  under  thgir  charge  have  made  satisfactory 
progress. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  pupils  from  the  outlying  districts 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  attending  the  High  School. 
From  every  county  in  the  Island  the  Trustees  have  had  applications 
for  admission,  but  owing  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  institution,  they  have 
been  obliged  to  admit  only  those  within  the  limits  of  the  county.  Were 
a  special  academy  for  the  Island  established  at  Sydney,  it  would  be  well 
patronized  from  all  quarters  of  Cape  Breton. 

Undtr  the  present  efiicient  management  of  B.  MacKittrick,  Esq  ,. 
B.  A.,  the  Academy  has  more  than  regained  its  former  prestige.  Dur- 
ing the  past  term  two  young  men  from  the  High  School  passed  with 
credit  the  matriculation  examination  of  Mount  Allison  College,  Sack- 
ville,  N.  B  ,  and  two  others,  with  equal  merit,  a  similar  examination 
at  Dalhousie  College,  Halifax.  At  the  teachers'  examination,  four  of 
the  pupils  obtained  licenses  of  Grade  B.,  including  one  young  lady; 
six  received  Grade  C,  and  one  Grade  D.  Two-thirds  of  those  examined 
received  the  license  applied  for.  These  facts  speak  well  both  for  the 
Principal  and  for  his  scholars,  and  show  to  some  extent  the  nature  of 
the  work  done  iu  the  Academy  during  the  year  now  closed. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

A,  McKiNxoK^ 
To  D.  AixiaoN,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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CO'LCHESTER    COUNTY. 
D.  H.  Smith,  Inspector. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools  in  this 
<county,  for  the  year  ended  October  31st,  1879,  I  sabnait  for  your  con- 
sideration. 

Daring  the  year  two  new  sections  have  been  formed — one  to  em- 
"Irace  the  new  eettlement  in  Lower  Stewiacfce,  and  the  other  to  include 
c^ertain  ratepayers  of  Poptaupique  and  Bass  Eiver  sections  residing  on 
J'ortaupique  Mountain. 

In  winter  seventeen  sections  were  without  school,  viz. :  Maccan  Road, 

^ew  Britain,  Pleasant  Hills,  Castlereigh,  Cumberland  Road,  Spring- 

snont,  Xemptown,  Harmony,  Green  Oak,  West  St.  Andrew's,  Goshen, 

Tipper  Brookfield,  Upper  Pleasant  Valley,  Riversdale,  Irwin,  Lanes- 

^^ille,  and  Byers.     In  the  summer  there  were  13^:  New  Boston,  Beaver 

3Ieadow,  Folly  Lake,  Springmont,  Green's  Creek,  Colter's,  Fort  Ellis, 

Lanesville,  Upper  Brookfield,  Forest  Glen,  Irwin,  Union,  and  Rivers- 

-  Jale. 

You  will  ttus  see  that  only  six  sections  have  been  without  scho6l 
throughout  the  whole  year,  and  these  are,  Vith  the  exception  of  Rivers- 
dale,  without  sohool  accommodation.  It  is,  indeed,  a  very  encouraging 
feature  in  our  educational  work  to  find,  notwithstanding  the  commercial 
•depression  of  the  times  and  the  great  scarcity  of  money  in  our  country 
districts,  such  a  large  number  of  sections  having  their  schools  in  oper- 
•ation.  It  is  evident,  I  think,  that  the  opposition  so  formidably  raised 
"^n  many  localities  to  eur  common  school  system  has  almost  altogether 
disappeared.  Certaiiiiy,  the  indiflference  which  a  few  years  ago  pre- 
vailed to  suck  an  extent  among  families  as  to  the  existence  of  a  school 
in  their  midst,  has  given  place  to  a  decidedly  lively  interest  in  the 
^educational  welfare  of  their  community.  Such  indications  must  be 
Tory  gratifying  indeed.  Wherever  we  have  the  hearty  co -operation 
not  merely  of  the  Trustees,  but  of  the  people  as  well,  we  feel  we  have 
reached  a  position  where  our  energies  are  expended,  not  in  counteract^ 
ing  opposing  influences,  but  in  imparting  additional  force  to  our 
educational  maciiinery  and  controlling  it  in  auch  a  way  that  the  most 
efficient  work  and  most  satisfactory  results  are  produced.  The  road, 
we  feel,  is  no  longer  up-hill.  The  people  are  interested  in  the  work; 
they  feel  it  is  a  necessity — a  necessity  to  success  and  prosperity,  to  the 
nvell-lieing  of  society  and  the  intelligent  government  of  the  country, 
and  to  possess  it  tliey  appear  ready  to  do  their  duty. 

The  attendance  this  year  has  been,  upon  the  whole,  very  fair  indeed, 
in  the  winter  term,  however,  the  roughness  of  the  weather  and  the 
numerous  snow  storms  which  occurred,  blockading  the  roads  and  render- 
ing travelling,  for  days  at  a  time,  almost  impracticable,  together  with 
the  prevalence  of  sickness  in  many  parts  of  the  county,  interfered  very 
materially  with  the  regularity  of  attendance,  and  reduced  the  average,  and 
4:onseguently  the  percentage,  much  lower  than  they  otherwise  would  have 
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been,  had  these  not  prevailed.  No  less  than  eleven  schools  were  closed 
on  account  of  the  prevalency  of  diphtheria  in  their  respective  sections^ 
and  many  others  were  almost  broken  np  in  consequence  of  the  *'  bad 
cold"  that  existed  throughout  the  country.  Five  of  those  so  closed^ 
however,  after  the  disappearance  of  the  disease,  resumed  work,  and 
continued  in  session  the  remaining  part  of  the  term. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  winter  term  was^ 
5,330,  whose  grand  total  days'  attendance  amounted  to  S&Sfillr 
making  an  average  daily  present  for  the  time  the  schools  were  in  ses- 
sion of  3032.62,  and  giving  the  respectable  percentage  of  56.89  of  those 
registered  daily  present.  In  summer  the  number  registered  is  some- 
what higher,  and  the  percentage  of  attendance  a  shade  better.  The 
total  number  enrolled  was  5,805 ;  the  grand  total  days'  attendance 
350,050 ;  the  average  for  time  schools  were  in  session  3304.98,  with  a 
percentage  of  56.93.  The  total  number  of  scholars  at  school  some 
portion  of  the  year  was  6,547,  giving  one  in  3.5  of  the  population  of 
the  county  at  school  for  the  year. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  during  the  wiaiter  term  was  123y 
holding  licenses  as  follows  : — 

E. 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Male 1 

9 

19 

5 

Female. .... 

4 

54 

27 

In  summer  there  were  132,  with  one  assistaiit,  with  Kcenses  as> 
follows : 

A.  B.  C  IJ.  E. 

Male I  5  11  3 

Female 5  58  37  12 

During  the  winter  term,  I  may  say  that  I  visited  and  examined  all 
the  schools  in  operation  at  the  time  I  was  making  my  tour  of  inspec- 
t?k>n  in  their '  respective  districts,  with  the  exception  of  Folly  Lake, 
which  I  was  unable  to  reach  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  roads,  i 
visited  Otter  Brook,  but  the  day  I  did  so  was  stormy,  and  the  school  so' 
small  that  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to*  hold  an  examination.  In 
summer  I  visited  all  the  schools  in  session,  with  the  exception  of 
Smithfield  and  North  Earltown. 

Our  schools,  upon  the  whole,  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition,  and 
are  doing  a  good  work.  The  order  is  generally  good,  and  the  work 
done  in  very  many  cases  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  teachers  and  the 
taught.  Of  course  we  have  our  unsuccessful  teachers  and  our  inefficient 
schools,  but  these,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  are  diminishing  in  number. 
Their  efficiency  might,  moreover,  be  greatly  increased  if  the  trustees- 
were  more  judicious  in  the  selection  of  their  teachers,  and  were  to 
exercise  a  stricter  supervision  over  their  school.  It  is  to  be  ybtj 
much  regretted  that  rate-payers  often  persist  in  electing  to-  the  re- 
sponsible and  important  office  of  trustee,  men  who,  in  consequence  of 
their  very  limited  education,  are  incapable  ot  discharging  this  duty- 
Persons,  indeed,  are  sometimes  chosen  who  can  neither  read  nor  write^ 
and  who  have  no  interest  whatever  in  the  prosperity  of  the-  schooL 
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Besides,  if  trustees  were  to  consult  the  Inspector  before  engaging  the 
services  of  a  teacher,  they  might,  in  many  instances,  avoid  employing 
those  who  have  proved  themselves  a  decided  failure  in  the  work. 
With  successful  teachers,  and  a  wise  supervision  exercised  over  them 
by  a  board  of  intelligent  trustees,  our  schools  cannot  but  reach  a  credit- 
able standing  and  satisfy  our  most  sanguine  expectations. 

With  regard  to  the  work  done,  our  scholars  are  making  good  pro- 
gress.    Especially  is  this  the  case  in  reading,  writing  and  spelling.     I 
have  generally  found  our  teachers  very  indifferent  as  to  how  they  per- 
formed their  work  with  the  younger  scholars  and  those  commencing  the 
mere  rudiments.     It  has  been  too  much  the  practice  with  a  very  large 
number  simply  to  hear  so  many  lessons  during  the  day,  and  *'  get  them 
said"  regardless  of  the  manner  in  which  the  work  was  done.     In  this 
way  our  children  have  been  allowed  to  contract  habits  that  will  require 
years  to  break  up.     But  at  present  more  care  is  exhibited,  and  really 
excellent  work  with  our  young  scholars  is  being  accomplished.     In 
reading  from  the  Blackboard  or  Primer,  they  do  it  with  a  sprightly  tone 
of  voice,  with  distinct  articulation  and  a  natural  expression.     The  con- 
trast between  this  style  of  reading  and  that    mumbling,    humdrum, 
dragging  indistinctness  which  formerly  characterized  the  reading  of  our 
schools,  is  very  marked  indeed.     In  regard  to  spelling,  there  is  still 
much  deficiency  displayed  in  our  most  common,  everyday  words.    Such 
words    as    "  Wednesday,"    "  February,"    "  reproach,"    "  privilege," 
"grammar,"  &c.,  are  very  liable  to  be  spelled  incorrectly,  yet  we  find, 
notwithstanding,  much   improvement.     In   no   branch,   however,  has 
there  been  more  progress  exhibited  than  in  that  of  penmanship.    I  have 
been  pretty  successful  in  introducing  Payson's  copy  books,  and  wherever 
the  teacher  has  exercised  care  and  a  strict  supervision  over  the  work 
the  most  gratifying  results  have  followed.     The  subject  of  arithmetic,  I 
regret  to  say,  is  in  too  many  cases  taught  in  a  mechanical  way.     Our 
pupils  are  allowed  to  deal  too  much  with  abstract  numbers,  which  to 
them  mean  nothing  more  than  the  mere  performance  of  a  certain  work. 
Hence  when  any  practical  exercise,  though  the  most  simple,  is  given 
tfaey  are  unable  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  it,  and  consequently 
Unable  to  solve  it.     This  is  undoubtedly  the  result  of  the  careless  and 
Unintelligible  methods  adopted  by  the  teachers  in  illustrating  the  per- 
iormance  of  the  work.     All  that  is  required  is  simply  to  teach  the 
process,  regardless  of  its  application.     By  the  use  of  the  new  books 
lately  prescribed  this  mistake,  I  believe,  will  in  a  great  measure  be 
obviated,  and  the  work  given  a  more  practical  and  intelligible  character. 
In  reference  to  the  order  in  our  schools,  I  may  say  it  has  been  better 
during  the  past  year  upon  the  occasions  of  my  visit  than  I  have  ob- 
served it  during  any  previous  year.     Still  I  find  that  some  teachers, 
"^'hen  attempting  to  maintain  order  and  exercise  discipline,  are  very  in- 
j  udiciously  interfered  with  by  parents  and  others,  who  feel  aggrieved 
V>ecause  their  children  have  been  corrected  and  kept  in  their  place.     It 
is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  interference  has  been  carried  so  far  as 
to  drag  the  matter  into  our  civil  courts  to  be  adjudicated  upon.     Such 
Action  has  a  very  bad  effect,   and  leads  to  the  demoralization  of  our 
Schools.     It  is  necessary  that  the  teacher  be  upheld  in  his  authority 
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and  be  protected  against  any  such  high-handed  procedure  on  the  part  of 
over-officious  persons.  It  is,  moreover^  high  time  that  the  country 
understood  this. 

Coldstream,  Brookfield,  Maccan  Road,  Upper  Chiganoise,  Hardwood 
Hill,  East  Mountain,  Beaver  Brook,  River  John  Road,  Slade's,  and  Lake 
Road  sections  have  been  notified  of  the  unfitness  of  their  school  houses 
for  school  purposes,  and  have  been  requested  to  make  the  necessary 
provision,  as  the  law  requires.  New  houses  have  been  erected,  or  are 
in  the  course  of  erection,  at  Old  Bams,  Beaver  Meadow,  New  Britain, 
and  Pleasant  Hills.  The  old  Barns  school  house  is  a  commodious 
building,  with  a  class-room  affording  ample  accommodation  for  the 
pupils  of  the  section.  It  certainly  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  energy 
displayed  by  the  trustees  in  its  erection,  and  is  an  ornament  to  the 
section. 

For  statistical  information  regarding  the  county,  I  beg  to  direct  your 
attention  to  my  abstract  herewith  forwarded. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
(  D.  H.  Smith. 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


CUMBERLAND    COUNTY. 
W.  D.  McEenzie,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  school  year 
ended  October  31st,  1879. 

During  the  winter  term,  owing  to  circumstances  of  which  you  are 
already  cognizant,  I  visited  only  47  schools,  but  made  several  additional 
visits  to  trustees,  in  connection  with  new  buildings  and  disputed  sec- 
tional matters  of  importance.  During  the  term  just  closed  I  have 
visited  114  schools,  made  a  number  of  visits  to  sections  on  business 
connected  with  buildings,  location  of  sites,  formation  of  new  sections, 
combining  of  weak  sections  and  arranging  of  matters  in  dispute,  &c. 

I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  that  there  has  been  any  marked  educa- 
tional advance  in  this  county  during  the  past  year.  You  are  aware 
that  several  adverse  circumstances  have  worked  unfavorably  to  the 
success  of  our  school  system  hitherto,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  congratulate  you  on  having  removed  the  two  greatest  obstacles  in  our 
way;  the  country  will  no  longer  be  overrun  with  a  useless  grade  of 
teachers,  nor  will  the  candidates'  examination  room  be  filled  with 
children. 

Hew  Sections. — ^Three  new  sections  have  been  formed  in  Cumber- 
land District,  named  and  numbered  respectively:  Rodney,  118;  Kol- 
beck,  1 19,  and  Moose  River,  Parrsboro,  29. 

Ifew  BuUdinffs. — Notwithstanding    the    unprecedented    financial 
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distress  of  the  year,  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  we  have  four  new 
tchool  buildings  added  to  our  list.  These  are  located  respectively  in 
Canfield,  Roslin,  Greenville  and  Brookville. 

Old   Buildings — Though   several    of  our    buildings    are    in   so 
dilapidated  a  condition  as  to  be  almost  unfit  for  school  purposes,  I  have 
not  askf d  the  Cumberland  Board  to  condemn  any,  for  reasons  which 
you  will   readily   appreciate.     When   business   becomes   brisker   and 
•money  a  little  more  plentiful,  a  corresponding  improvement  will  take 
place  in  our  school  buildings.     In  the  Parrsboro  district,  however,  the 
Board  (deserving  all  the  greater  praise  as  the  majority   present  are 
a-atepayers  in  the  section)  condemned  the  building  in  Parrsboro  town, 
section  No.  1,  and  I  hope  you  will  learn  before  another  year  that  Parrs- 
boro has  one  of  the  finest  school  buildings  in  the  county  of  Cumber- 
land. 

I  must  say,  whatever  fault  may  be  found  with  School  Commissioners 
in  other  districts  of  the  Province,  Cumberland  at  least  possesses  two 
boards  of  gentlemen  who  deserve  all  the  praise  I  dare  give  them  with- 
out exposing  myself  to  the  charge  of  flattery. 

JPoor  Sections. — We  had  on  our  list  last  term  21  poor  sections. 

XDuring  the  term  just  closed  one  was   thrown   off,   Carman's    Mills, 

^I^arrsboro.     It  is  the  intention  of  our  boards  to  adopt  the  following 

-^Jlata,  suggested  by  the  Superintendent  of  Education  in  his  report  of 

X  878,  in  consideitng  sections'  claim  to  be  placed  on  the  poor  list :  (A) 

-Amount  of  assessable  property ;  (B.)  No.  of  children  of  school  age ; 

QC)  No.  of  ratepayers. 

Schools  in  Operation, — During  the  winter  term  there  were  130 

chools  in  session,  and  in  summer  139,  with  an  attendance  for  the  year 

^f  6,263  pupils,  or  a  little  over  26  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the 

:ounty.     We  have  had  no  night  schools  in  operation.     The  grand  total 

ays*  attendance  for  the  winter  term  was  268,268 ;  for  summer,  27S,- 

03,  or  an  increase  of  10,635. 


Teachers, 
^Males 


•  •'«-«'«•••••• 


^B'eniale  Assistants.  • .  • . 


WINTER 

TEBM. 

A.         B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

1           8 

13 

6 

..     Total....  27 

•    •                    •   • 

41 

41 

21       «     ....  103 

•    •                   •    • 

•  • 

1 

I 

8      68      48      2«  150 


SUMMER   TERM. 

^f  ales 

females • 

^ale  Assistants 

A. 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

B.       C. 
7        6 
..       46 

•  •                •  • 

D. 

5 
54 

1 

E. 
20 

•  • 

1 

.7      58 

60 

20 

Total 19 

«    ....18d 


189 


r* 
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No.  of  teachers  engaged  in  the  same  section  as  during 

previous  term - •-. - •Winter  . ,   74* 

Summer..   61 

No.  of  teachers  removed  to  a  new  section Winter. . .   80»* 

Summer. .  lOO 

Male  teachers  upwards  of  7  years  in  the  service. 5 

Female     "  "  "  **         ••       ! 8 

Average  annual  salary,  male  teachers ^. ^287  00 

"  "  "       female     "        ^ 167  Ofr 

Full  statistical  information  ha»  already  been  forwarded,  and  I  wilt 
not  now  occupy  your  time  with  a  resu7ne. 

Apparatus, — I  regret  to  inform  you  that  many  of  our  outlying  sec- 
tions are  poorly  supplied  with  apparatus.  Very  many  are  without 
hemispheres,  some  have  no  hand  bells,  some  are  without  desk  diction-^ 
aries,  and  some,  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  say,  have  not  even  a  map  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Blackboards  in  too  many  instances  have  been  put  in  for 
appearance,  and  are  utterly  useless  for  teaching  purposes,  and  in  one  or 
two  schools  I  found  no  blackboards  at  all.  In  certain  extreme  cases  T 
would  suggest  that  the  inspector  be  empowered  to  order  such  apparatus- 
as  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  deduct  the  cost  from  county  allowance' 
for  such  section 

Progress, — Though  unable  to  report  any  great  general  improvement 
in  our  schoole,  I  am  exceedingly  happy  to  state  that  marked  progress- 
has  been  made  in  certain  sections  of  the  county.  The  academy  at  Am- 
herst has  attained,  under  the  management  of  principal  Eaton,  a  deserved- 
ly  high  place  among  the  educational  in^-titutions  of  the  province. 
While  we  congratulate  the  Normal  College  on  the  acquisition  of  Mr.. 
Eaton,  we  deplore  his  loss  in  this  county.  Several  of  the  departments 
ot  the  Amherst  graded  school  are  especially  deserving  of  mention.  The 
graded  schools  at  Oxford  under  Miss  Kerr  and  Miss  Flinn  have  been 
doing  admirably.  Mr.  McDonell  is  doing  good  work  at  S.  H.  Junction. 
Though  this  section  has  but  one  ratepayer,  the  railroad  employees  voted 
SI 00  for  schools  purposes  for  ensuing  year.  At  the  Spring  Hill 
3Iines  graded  schools,  Mr.  Simoq  Eraser,  of  the  preparatory  department,, 
is  doing  excellent  work.  In  the  Parrsboro  district  especially  deserving 
of  mention  are  the  graded  schools  in  charge  of  Mr.  Davison,  and  Miss- 
Sarah  E.  Smith's  school  at  the  coss  roads. 

School  work. — In  my  inspectoral  visits  I  have  endeavored  to  impress- 
teachers  with  the  absolute  importance  of  the  three  great  fundamental- 
branches  of  English  education,  reading,  penmanship  and  arithmetic.  In 
many  miscellaneous  country  schools  we  find  an  attempt  to  teach  ten  or 
twelve  or  more  branches  with  may  be  two  or  three  or  possibly  four 
classes  in  each,  and  the  result  is  just  what  we  might  expect;  time  is* 
frittered  away  and  nothing  is  accomplished.  I  lay  especial  stress  on 
the  scientific  teaching  of  arithmetic  and  penmanship  as  the  branches 
which  are  the  foundation  of  business  success.  However  glibly  some- 
teachers  may  talk  of  the  "  mental  training  "  this  branch  affords,  it  is 
surprising  how  few  really  understand  the  practical  application  of  arith- 
metic to  the  business  of  actual  life.     The  excuse  that  no  suitable  text 
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book  had  been  authorized,  is  now  happily  removed,  and  we  have  every 
hope  that  with  Kirkland  <fi  Scott^s  elementary,  and  Hamblin  Smith's 
advanced,  this  comer  stone  among  the  branches  will  be  understood,  and 
of  coarse,  successfuly  taught. 

Penmanship, — While  ready  to  admit  that  the  Staples'  system  is  open 
to  some  objections,  I  have  recommended  it  for  several  reasons  ;  I  had 
the  privilege  of  being  one  of  the  late  Mr.  Staples'  pupils ;  it  gives 
specific  instructions  to  learners ;  it  is  the  system  most  readilv  compre- 
hended and  taught  by  instructors.  The  Beatty  system  would  no  doubt 
^ve  excellent  results  if  authorized  for  general  use. 

Reading. — I  have  recommended  the  Royal  series  in  all  cases.  In 
not  a  few  schools  we  find  the  Royal,  Maritime,  and  Nova  Scotia  in 
bopeless  confusion,  but  the  last  two  are  being  gradually  thrown  out  and 
I  trust  you  will  learn  at  the  close  of  another  year  that  we  have  a  uni- 
form series  of  readers  in  Cumberland  county. 

Draioing, — Have  introduced  Walter  Smiths  drawing  series  in  a  few 
of  our  schools,  but  except  at  Amherst  academy  and  graded  schools  have 
not  seen  very  brilliant  results. 

You  have  already  received  my  report  of  examination  of  candidates  at 
Amherst  Station.  The  result,  though  an  exceeding  disappointment  to 
many  of  the  applicants,  wiU  prove  an  educational  benefit  to  the  county 
at  large. 

Teachers*  Returns. — At  the  close  of  the  winter  term  I  was  obliged 
to  send  80  back  for  correction,  besides  myself  correcting  about  45  or  50 
others  whose  mistakes  were  not  so  grave  as  to  require  re-correction  on 
the  part  of  teacher  or  trustee.  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  I  sent  back 
^nly  two  at  the  close  of  the  summer  term,  and  my  own  corrections  were 
^[comparatively  small.  I  cannot  help  remarking,  however,  that  many  of 
^he  returns  are  very  meagerly  filled  in  and  much  valuable  statistical  in- 
formation thereby  lost  I  have  issued  a  circular  of  instructions  for  the 
filing  in  of  schools  returns. 

In  view  of  the  migratory  habits  of  some  teachers,  and  a  tendency  on 
^he  part  of  trustees  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  a  good  teachers 
^hen  a  chance  to  get  a  cheaper  one  occurs,  I  have  issued  a  circular  ask- 
ing trustees  to  retain  an  efficient  teacher  as  long  as  possible  even  if  they 
^ure  obliged  to  advance  salary  in  order  to  do  so. 

Teachers*  Institute, —  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  report  the  organ- 
ization of  a  teachers'  institute  in  this  county.  We  held  our  general 
meetings  at  Amherst,  October  80th,  31st.  Our  attendance  of  teachers 
from  outlying  sections  was  comparatively  small,  owing  to  the  unfortu- 
nate occurence  of  the  most  violent  storm  which  has  been  felt  in  the 
province  for  many  years,  just  at  the  time  we  appointed  for  our  meetings. 
Thirty  six  teachers  enrolled  their  names  as  members.  A  public  lecture 
on  education  was  delivered  in  Music  Hall  by  the  Superintendent,  and 
addresses  by  Principal  Calkin,  Normal  College,  Principal  Eaton,  and 
Rev.  Canon  Townshend,  Chairman  of  Commissioners,  Amherst.  It  is 
hoped  that  bringing  our  teachers  together  periodically  for  the  purpose 
of  discussing  improved  methods  of  teaching,  reading  original  papers  om 
various  educational  subjects,  will  kindle  among  them  a  greater  love  for 
the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged  and  encourage  a  spirit  of  emulation 
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and  generous  rivalry.     The  good  effects  of  this  assoctation  are  already 
•apparent 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servent. 

To  David  Allison,  Esq,  Ll.  D.  W.  D.  MacKenzie. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DIGBY  COUNTY.— DISTRICT  OF  CLARE. 
Rev.  Eugenie  D'Homme,  Inspector. 

Sir, — It  becomes  my  duty  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
report  on  the  state  of  the  public  schools  in  the  District  of  Clare  for 
the  year  ended  October  31st,  1879. 

School  Sectiona  and  School  Houses, — As  far  as  I  can  judge  from 
the  copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  sectional  meetings,  in  September, 
the  trustees  transacted  the  business  of  schools  without  any  difficulty, 
and  manifested  a  great  deal  of  improvement  in  the  understanding  of 
the  law. 

Three  sections  last  year  were  without  suitable  school  rooms.  One 
of  them,  Harlem  section,  No.  24,  owing  to  the  generous  efforts  of  its 
ratepayers,  now  enjoys  the  benefit  of  a  neat  and  very  commodious 
school  building.  I  visited  regularly  every  school  during  the  year.  Of 
the  29  sections  in  the  district,  one  only  was  without  a  sdiool  the  whole 
year.  This  comprises  a  large  extent  of  country,  with  a  very  few  scat- 
tered families,  and  has  done  nothing  yet  towards  organizing  a  school. 

Teojchers  employed, — During  the  winter  term  there  were  in  opera- 
tion 25  departments  in  23  sections,  and  during  summer,  31  depait- 
ments  in  25  sections,  showing  as  compared  with  the  past  year,  an 
increase  of  2  departments  for  the  winter  and  4  for  the  summer  terms. 
,  The  following  table  indicates  the  number,  sex  and  grade  of  teachers 
employed  : 


TBACHSB0. 


VINTKB  TBRM. 


Number  in  Grade. 


B. 


C. 


D. 


E. 


Total 


Temale 

Assistants,  Male, 
"    Female, 

Total 


•   ■ 

1 

4 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

% 

7 

•  • 

2 

4 

S 

11 

20 

1 

6 

8 

12 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

4 
9 

■  • 

8 

3 
14 

7 

•  • 

4 
12 

■  • 

10 

3 
15 

S3 

1 

SUMMKB  TKBM. 


Number  in  Grade. 


B. 


C. 


D. 


E. 


TotkT' 
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Of  these  teachers,  two  spent  a  few  months  in  the  Normal  School, 
and  one  got  his  license  in  Truro.  It  is  due  to  the  teachers  of  some 
of  the  schools  to  say  that  they  have  been  faithful,  diligent  and  fairly 
successful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Pupils  enrolled, — Last  year,  1,305  pupils  were  registered  at  school 
£or  the  winter  term,  and  1,700  for  the  summer;  this  year,  we  have 
1,344  pupils  registered  for  the  winter  term  and  1769  for  the  summer, 
caaking  a  grand  total  days*  attendance  of  79,058  for  the  winter  and 
105,341  for  the  summer  term.  The  number  of  pupils  has  been  in- 
creasing. 

Teadiers'  Salaries. — The  aggregate  sectional  salary  of  teachers  and 
a3sistants  was  $4,885,  making  about  $998  more  than  last  year. 

School  Furniture, — The  school  furniture  also  has  been  improved. 
I  saw  with  pleasure  that  in  Port  Acadia  and  Corberie  the  schools 
have  been  provided  with  new  desks,  maps,  blackboards,  etc 

School  Returns, — These  documents  came  to  hand  in  a  very  good 
condition.  One  of  them,  belonging  to  section  No.  2,  although  in  an  old 
form,  has  been  approved  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

A  glance  at  the  statistical  tables,  will  give  you  a  pretty  good  idea 
of  the  improvements  in  the  management  of  schools  which  took  place 
in  Clare  during  the  year  just  closed.  I  perused  the  record  of 
the  Board  of  the  School  Commisioners,  and  I  did  not  find  a  year  in 
^hich  so  many  schools  were  in  operation  and  so  well  attended. 

Speaking  about  the  general  good  progress  of  schools  in  Clare,  I 
must  also  mention  the  fact  that  the  people  are  becoming  more  im- 
pressed about  a  good  sound  education  being  diffused  in  the  place. 
Educational  matters,  generally  speaking,  have  been  pretty  much  in  a 
dormant  state  as  far  as  can  be  judged  by  personal  observations  and 
local  progress,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  somewhat  of  a  salutary 
movement  as  regards  education  is  now  spreading  itself  through  the 
locality.  I  have  remarked  with  pleasure,  that,  in  different  sections, 
people  not  only  have  manual  labor  or  adherents  to  it,  as  their  daily 
topics  of  conversation,  but  that  the  importance  of  education  has  also 
its  share  of  discussion.  Meetings  were  held,  I  hear,  in  several  places, 
where  educational  matters  were  considered.  In  one  of  these  meet- 
ings, I  believe  held  in  Grosses  Coques,  Section  No.  4,  a  committee 
was  appointed  and  directed  to  have  petitions  out ;  the  object  of  said 
^titions  being  a  request  for  a  superior  school  or  college  to  be  estab- 
lished here,  under  my  personal  direction. 

These  petitions,  bearing  the  names  of  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Clare,  were  addressed  to  me.  I  considered  the  matter,  and,  after  a 
serious  examination  of  the  difficulties  of  the  enterprise,  I  decided  to 
open  a  High  School  in  Clare ;  and  this  I  have  done,  hoping  to  meet 
with  the  encouragement  due  to  a  just  causa  This  High  School, 
opened  on  the  Ist  of  September  last,  is  called  the  First  Department 
of  Belliveau's  Cove.  It  is  a  seed  which  has  taken  root ;  a  small 
shrub  in  its  appearance  now,  but  which,  protected  b^  all  well  dis- 
posed persons  and  friends  of  education,  will  develope  into  a  beautiful 
tree,  wnose  benificent  fruits  will  be  savored  with  delight  by  the  rising 
generation. 

Two  teachers,  one  English  and  the  other  French,  whose  ability  as 
teachers  is  unquestionable,  are  now  busily  at  work,  giving  to  the 
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young  the  important  foo4  of  education.  As  the  said  teachers  have 
themselves  completed  a  commercial  and  classical  course,  in  colleges 
of  renown,  the  young  attending  this  institution  have  now  a  chance 
to  finish  their  studies,  and  therefore  be  able  to  aim  at  liberal  pro- 
fessions. The  number  of  pupils  is  daily  increasing,  and  the  most 
evident  difficulty  for  the  present  is  that  the  locale  may  prove  too 
small ;  but  there  is  a  remedy. 

The  High  School  is,  therefore,  in  a  good  progressing  way,  with 
every  prospect  of  doing  the  good  expected. 

Hopmg  that  the  government  sheets  and  other  papers  will  reach 
you  on  the  first  day  of  December,  as  the  school  law  requires,  [18(11)] 

I  remain,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

E.  D'HOMMEE. 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Sv^peHntendent  of  Education, 
Halifax. 


COUNTY  OF  DIGBY— DISTRICT  OF  DIGBY. 
Rev.  J.  Ambrose,  A.M.,  Inspector. 

Sir, — ^I  beg  to  submit,  in  addition  to  statistical  tables,  the  follow- 
ingbrief  observations  on  the  schools  of  the  above  district : — 

The  inefficiency  of  several  of  the  smaller  schools  is  largely  owing 
to  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  of  railway  taxes  during  the  year ; 
but  it  is  also,  in  some  measure,  due  to  a  system  of  reducing  the  annual 
money  votes  of  the  sections,  which  has  bten  much  facilitated  and  en- 
couraged by  a  number  of  semi-competent  teachers.  These  were 
ready  to  go  through  the  forms  of  "  keeping  school "  at  a  rate  which 
could  be  covered  by  the  Provincial  Grant  and  county  money.  In 
order  to  swell  the  latter  assistance,  several  sections  crowded  their 
schools  with  pupils  far  beyond  the  number  permitted  by  the  law  to 
the  number  of  teachers  employed^  and  the  school  accommodations. 
I  immediately  drew  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  this  evil,  and,  with 
the  Commissioner'  consent,  have,  in  every  case,  reduced  the  grand 
total  days'  attendance,  allowing  for  only  fifty  pupils  to  each  teacher, 
whilst  at  the  same  time  insisting  on  enlarged  school  accommodation. 
Every  such  over-crowded  school  will  now  in  a  short  time  be  provided 
as  the  law  directs,  and  the  new  reflation,  by  which  teachers  of 
Grade  E  are  stricken  off  the  rolls,  wiU  go  a  good  length  towards  re- 
medying the  inefficiency  of  teachers.  I  may  here  remark  that  I 
think  it  would  be  highly  beneficial  if  some  system  of  taking  the 
qualifications  of  teachers,  from  time  to  time,  after  they  have  passed^ 
their  first  examination  and  obtained  their  license,  could  be  devised— 
Tbis.would  go  far  towards  preventing  cramming  in  the  firat  instance :^ 
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^r  fraud  in  the  examination  ;  and  afterwards  insuring  habits  of  study 
iand  painstaking  school  management, 

Your  obd*t.  Serv't, 

John  Ambrose. 
IDavid  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

SuperireUndent  of  Education, 


OUYSBORGUGH  COUNTY. 

Wm.  Hartshorne,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  respectfully  submit  for  your  information  my  annual  report 

•  on  the  Public  Schools  in  the  County  of  Guysborough,  for  the  year 

*-^nded   October  31st,  1870.       The   statistics  compiled   from  the  A 

IBeturns  will  render  it  unnecessary  te  report  minutely  respecting 

^matters  cMitained  therein. 

The  number  of  sections  in  the  county  is  the  same  as  in  my  last  re- 
j)ort,  viz. :  ninety-two.  I  regret  to  say  that  twenty-seven  sections 
Jiad  no  school  during  the  winter  term,  twenty-five  no  school  during 

-  the  summer  term,  and  eighteen  no  school  during  any  portion  of  the 
^  year.  This  reault  has  been  produced  in  some  few  sections  by  the 
«~  action  of  the  rate  payers  at  the  annual  meeting,  voting  no  funds ; 

-  -and  the  trustees  would  not  take  advantage  of  the  amendment  of  the 
law,  by  which 'jcommissioners  are  empowered  to  place  at  the  disposal 

-  of  trustees  the  funds  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

Of  the  ninety-two  sections,  sixty-five  had  school  during  the  winter 

^-and  sixty-seven  school  during  the  summer  term.    These  were  in  ses- 

^  sion  an  ag^egate  of  8,380  days  in  winter,  and  8,130  days  in  summer, 

making  a  yearly  total  of  16;510  days,  being  an  increase  of  197  days 

**^'0ver  the  preceding  year.     During  the  winter  term  the  number  of  re- 

.gistered  pupils  was  3,190 ;  «f  this  number  1,667  were  daily  present 

^-on  an  average  for  time  in  session,  being  52.25  per  cent  of  the  number 

•registered.     During  the  summer  term  the  number  of  registered  pupils 

rwas  3,24fl.  Of  this  number  1,692.98  were  daily  present  on  an  average 

rfor  time  in  session,  being  52.24  per  cent  of  the  number  registered. 

In  sections  ha^ng  schools,  according  to  the  A  return,  there  were  824 

in  winter,  and  652  in  summer,  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age, 

not  at  school  during  the  year.    These  figures  shew  gross  neglect  and 

indifference  «n  the  part  of  the  parents,  nor  do  I  see  any  probability  of 

4tny  change  for  the  Vetter  until  some  measure  be  adopted  that  will 

^compel  parents  to  send  their  children  to  school  some  portion  of  the 

vear,  many  of  whom  appear  perfectly  indifferent  to  tne  irreparable 

^oss  sustained  by  their  cnildren. 

In  the  winter  term  there  were  77  teachers  employed,  one  being  a 
substitute ;  and  in  the  summer  tenn^  there  were  77  teachent  one  alse 
ihwig  a  anbstitute. 
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The  gmde  and 

sex  of  teachers  employee 

are 

as  follows : 

Winter  Term. 

> 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Gkade  A . . . , 

...2 

Grade  B 

,  1 

Males. . . 

...24 

B, . . . 

...12 

x/  .,  »   »   •    *    > 

,15 

Females 

..53 

o .. . . . 

.   .  .      & 

«      D 

.26 

«      J) 

...  2 

24 

«      E 

JL^  ..  •    •    .     .    < 

,11 

Both  ... 

...77 

• 

SuaoiER  Term. 

Grade  A . . . , 

...  1 

Gmde  B 

,  2 

Males 

...IS- 

B. . . , 

...10 

"      C 

,16 

Females 

..  59 

\j , . , , 

>  .  •     o 

"      D. 

.27 

"      D 

...   4 

"^      E. 

.14 

Both  . . . 

...77 

1^ 
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This  shows  a  decrease  in  the  summer  term  of  1  Grade  A,  2  Grade- 
B,  5  Grade  C,  and  an  increase  of  two  Grade  D,  male  teachers ;  and 
an  increase  of  1  Grade  B,  1  Grade  C,  1  Grade  D,  and  3  Grade  E,  fe* 
male  teachers,  as  comjpared  with  the  winter  term. 

In  several  sections  during  the  year  the  average*  attendance  has- 
been  smaller  than  usual  I  have  visited  several  sections  during  the 
summer  term,  when  not  more  than  five  to  ten  of  the  pupils  were  pre- 
sent on  the  day  of  my  vLsit,  although  there  were  30  to  40  pupils 
on  the  register.  When  such  is*  the  case,  the  pupils  make  but  little 
progress,  and  the  school  remains  stationary  from  term  to  term.  This, 
irregularity  may  be  attributed  to  various  causes ;  but  the  greatest 
fault  lies  with  the  trustees  and  parents  of  the  pupils,  who  take  no 
interest  in  educational  matters,  and  but  seldom  a»r  ever  visit  the 
schools.  Irregular  attendance  is  the  greatest  hindrance  to  educa- 
tional pix>gress  in  this  county,  and  seriously  threatens  to  defeat  the 
ei^  contemplated  by  our  school  system.  In  several  sections  the  pro- 
gress made  by  the  pupils  has  been  satisfactory.  In  reading,  writing,, 
arithmetic  and  geography,  this  is  especially  true  The  improvement 
in  those  branches  has  been  very  fair. 

The  best  attendance,  during  the  winter  term,  '^as  in  the  Primary 
School,  Sherbrooke.  Miss  Jeesie  Cameron's  department,  containing 
61  pupils,^  made  an  average  47  50,  which  gives  77.87  per  cent  of  the 
registered  pupils.  The  next  best  attendance  was  in  the  preparatory- 
department,  Guysboro'  Academy,  in  charge  of  Miss  Hattie  Taylor,, 
containing  42  pupils ;  made  an  average  c^  31.61,  which  gives  75.35- 
per  cent  of  the  registered  pupils.  During  the  summer  term  the  best, 
average  attendance  was  again  made  in  the  department  in  charge  of 
Miss  Jessie  Cameron ;  of  60  pupils  registered,  an  average  of  49  was 
made,  which  gives  81.65  per  cent.  Two  other  schools,  in  charge  of 
Miss  Sarah  Bears  and  Miss  Bella  McDonald,  made  the  next  beat  per- 
centage, being  respectively,  7L60  and  71.42,  of  the  registered;  pupilsv. 

The  County  Academy,  with,  the  Preparatory  and  Elementary  da- 
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partments,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Parsons,  have  been  very  well 
conducted.  The  attendance  during  the  winter  term  has  been  larger 
than  usual ;  but  since  the  summer  vacation,  has  been  smaller  than 
usual.  The  pupils  are  generally  well  supplied  with  books  and  the 
necessary  requisites.  As  previously  reported,  the  benefits  conferred 
are  largely  confined  to  the  section  in  which  it  is  situated. 

Text  Books. — But  very  few  of  the  sections  in  this  county  make 
any  provision  for  books,  and  in  many  sections  the  supply  is  entirely 
inadequate.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  report  any  improvement  in  this 
respect.  The  insuj£ciency  of  books.,  maps,  pens,  ink  and  paper,  re- 
tard the  progress  of  the  pupils  in  many  of  our  schools. 

School  HovMS. — During  the  year  two  new  buildings  have  been 
erected  and  finished  in  the  exterior,  viz. :  No.  6,  Glencoe,  and  No.  25, 
Charlo's  Cove.  The  ratepayers  of  Glencoe  Section  are  very  poor  and 
scattered,  and  but  for  the  assistance  derived  from  the  county  fund, 
would  have  been  unable  to  erect  a  building.  The  school  house  in 
Colored  Section,  No.  9,  Guysboro',  haj  been  enlarged  by  the  addition  of 
twelve  feet,  and  now  can  accommodate  the  pupils  very  comfortably. 
The  school  house  in  Upper  Manchester  Section,  No.  27,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  the  beginning  or  the  winter  term,  on  which  there  was  no  in-^ 
surance.  I  regret  that  the  ratepayers,  at  the  annual  meeting  in  Sep- 
tember last,  refused  to  vote  money  for  rebuilding  it.  The  ratepayers 
of  Hog  Island  Cove  Section,  No.  17,  and  Sand  Point>  No.  39,  D,  have 
made  no  provision  yet  for  rebuilding  their  houses,  which  were  de* 
stroyed  by  fire  some  two  years  since. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
School  Commissioners  for  the  Districts  of  Guysboro^  and  St.  Mary*s, 
for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  valuable  assistance,  that  I  have  at 
all  times  received  in  educational  matters,  and  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duties,  since  I  have  held  the  office  of  Inspector  of  Schools  for  the- 
county. 

All  ol  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

William  Hartshorne. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  LlJ)., 

SuperiTdendsnt  of  Edwcation. 


HALIFAX    COUNTY. 
Hinkle  Condon,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  ftiHy  agree  with  you  in  your  last  report^  **  that  the  suB- 
division  of  existine  sections  tends  U>  pi*oduce  feeble  schools,  and  to 
augment  the  Provincial  expenditure  without  a  correspondinff  effect 
on  the  general  attendance  oi  pupils."  Hence  it  is  that  I  have  always 
steadily  exerted  my  influence*  against  increasing  the  number  of 
•actions. 

The  only  change  which  has  Ikeen  made  in  tiie  Western  District  b 
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that  Ball  Rock  settlement  has  been  taken  from  Sambro  and  united 
to  Ketch  Harbor  section. 

In  the  Eastern  District,  Henly  Settlement  has  been  formed  into  a 
section,  under  certain  conditions,  and  in  the  Rural  Districts,  the  Com- 
missioners have  taken  all  the  steps  in  their  power  towards  forming 
the  "  Iceland  JSettlement"  into  a  section,  but,  as  you  are  aware,  some 
further  legislation  will  be  reauired  togive  these  contemplated  changes 
legal  saoction.  Still,  I  thinlc,  that  other  changes  can,  and  will '  be 
made  so  that  we  need  not  fear  an  actual  increase. 

HoxLses. — During  the  past  year  houses  have  been  erected  in  Black 
Point,  Dartmouth,  for  colored  children ;  Kemptown  and  Lake  Egmont; 
the  latter  was  finished  outside,  when,  in  some  incomprehensible  way, 
it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  house  in  East  Dover  has  been  removed 
to  a  more  central  part  of  the  section  and  enlarged  by  an  addition  of 
10  feet. 

As  our  Educational  organization  is  now  undergoiilg  some  important 
changes,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  improvement  which  has  oeen  made,  since  1872,  in  our  school 
accommodation.  Within  this  time  houses  have  been  provided  in  the 
following  sections : — 

WESTERN  DKTRfCT. 

Hubbard's  Oove,  Black  Point,  St.  James,  Shag  Bay,  Upper  Prospect 
(3  depts.).  Ketch  Harbor,  Herring  Cove  (2  depts.),  Ferguson's  Cove, 
N.  W.  Arm,  Kemptown,  Oakfield,  Guysboro'  Road,  Dartmouth  (6 
•departments),  and  Hope  Ridge. 

EASTERN  DISTRICT. 

Musquodoboit  Hirbor,  Pitpizwick  East,  Lower  Jeddore  West,  Lower 
Jeddore  East,  Oyster  Pond,  Murphy's  Cove,  Shoal  Bay,  Mooseland, 
Sheet  Harbor  Road,  Sheet  Harbor  West,  Lochabar,  Sheet  Harbor 
Watts,  Sober  Island,  Neudy  Quoddy,  Kirkers,  Moser  Eiver,  and 
Smith's  Cove. 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Duteh  Village,  Cooks,  Lake  Egmont,  Kerr,  Sibley,  Hutchinsons, 
And  Mackenae.  Peggy*s  Cove  and  Sedgewick  Sections  have  also 
enlarged  and  so  thoroughly  remodeled  their  houses  as  to  render  them 
equal  to  new  ones,  thus  making  in  all  48  departments.  Five  of  these 
are  still  unfinished  inside,  but  will  be  completed  at  once.  Fourteen 
however,  situate  in  eections  not  included  in  the  above  list,  have  also 
been  finished ;  these,  together  with  a  large  number  provided  previous 
to  1872,  give  Halifax  County,  on  the  whole,  respectable  school  accom- 
modation. 

Schools. — Although  in  tables  I  and  II  you  will  find  25  sections  for 
the  winter  term  having  no  school  and  24  for  the  summer  term,  yet 
w^e  have  only  8  to  report  as  having  no  school  during  any  poiiion  of 
the  year ;  these  are  the  following  sections : — 

WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Goodwood,  Green  Head^  St  Andrews,  Beech  Hill,  Springfield  and 
Lake  Loon. 
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EASTERN  DISTRICT. 

Lower  Jeddore  West  and  Taylor's  Head. 

RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Every  section  had  school  in  operation  either  in  winter  or  summer 
term. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  opening  of  schools  in  Beech 
Hill,  Lower  Jeddore  West  and  also  at  Qoodwood,  the  latter  will 
accommodate  part  of  the  children  from  Qreen  Head. 

Winter  Term. 

Schools  in  Operation 118 

Pupils  Registered 6,387 

Grand  Total  Days'  Attendance 332.640 

Summer  Terbc 

Schools  in  Operation 118 

Pupils  Registered 5,340 

Grand  Total  Days'  Attendance 335,429 

Diphtheria  has  been  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  the  county,  and 
has  probably  been  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  decrease  in  the 
grand  total  days'  attendance.  During  the  winter  term  the  school 
attendance  of  many  sections  in  Musquodoboit  was  materially  affected. 
The  school  at  Owl's  Head  was  closed  from  the  Christmas  vacation  ; 
those  of  Chaplin  and  Henry  sections  were  partially  closed  in  the 
summer  term,  and  also  one  department  of  Herring  Cove  entirely. 

Teachers  and  Grades. 

Winter  Txbm. 

A.  B.  C.  D.  R 

2  12  54  41  14 

StiniEB  Txbm. 

A.  B.  C.  D.  E. 

1  10  59  S9  13 

Average  Annual  Salaries  of  Teachers  from  Sections. 

3faZe«.— Grades  A.  and  B •317.27 

Grade  C 185.11 

Grade  D 137.77 

l%maZ««.— Grade  B 246.66 

Grade  C 158.50 

Grade  D 126.64 

Grade  E 98.57 

The  above  statement  includes  Dartmouth,  where  the  Principal 
receives  from  the  section  $880. 
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In  reganl  fco  the  progi'ess  of  our  schools,  although  some  are  un- 
satisfactory, it  Ls  pleasing  to  add  that  the  majority  have  given  sub- 
stantial marks  of  improvement,  both  in  order  and  discipline  and  in 
the  character  of  the  work  done.  The  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic 
especially  afford  tangible  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  statement 
Last  year  I  repoited  as  follows  :  Very  Good,  19  ;  Good,  31 ;  Poor,  35. 
This  year  I  have  marked  21  Veiy<Jood,  37  Good,  and  23  Poor.  Ten 
of  the  latter  held  Grade  K,  and  the  remainder  are  estimated  as  Fair. 

City  Schools, — I  have  given  all  the  time  at  my  disposal  to  the 
inspection  of  these  schools  ;  but,  in  spite  of  all  my  effoi*ts,  and  for  a 
reason  to  which  I  shall  presently  call  your  attention,  I  have  only  been 
able  to  visit  93  in  the  winter  term  and  95  in  the  summer  term.  We 
have  a  large  number  of  excellent  teachers,  whose  orderly  and  well 
taught  schools  are  a  standing  evidence  of  their  ability ;  others,  who, 
while  less  gifted,  are  faithfiuly  trying  to  do  honest  work ;  and  some 
who  are,  and  always  will  be,  inefficient.  But  the  full  and  careful 
report  presented  by  the  City  Board  rendera  it  unnecessary  for  me  to 
go  into  minute  details. 

We  have  in  Halifax  Cotmty  127  sections,  and  in  many  of  these, 
owing  to  poverty  and  other  causes,  the  schools  are  placed  in  charge 
of  young  and  inexpeAenced  teachers,  many  of  whom  have  had  no 
professional  training,  and,  in  some  instances,  have  never  even  had  the 
opportunity  of  attending  a  really  well-conducted  school.  I  have 
always  felt  that  if  I  could,  at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  make  a  hasty 
visit  to  these  schools,  give  hints  and  suggestions,  and  mark  out  a 
general  plan  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and  then,  towards  the  end  of  the 
term,  make  the  regular  visit,  a  great  deal  of  good  might  be  ac- 
complished ;  but,  up  to  the  present  time,  this  has  been  impossible, 
because,  in  the  months  of  May  and  November,  I  have  been  obliged  to 
meet  three  Boards  of  Commissioners,  make  up  the  Government  and 
County  sheets,  and  pay  teachers.  Owing  to  the  size  of  Halifax 
County,  and  the  large  number  of  schools  in  the  city,  this  multiplicity 
of  duties,  together  with  the  length  of  time  consumed  in  travelling  to 
reach  the  Boards  in  Musquodoboit  and  Sheet  Harbor,  has  always  been 
a  serious  hindrance  to  the  regular  work  of  inspection. 

But  now  that  large  Inspectoral  Districts  are  to  be  the  order  of  the 
day,  the  same  difficulty  will  be  experienced  throughout  the  Province. 
Allow  me  to  suggest,  therefore,  that,  as  the  present  is  a  period  of 
reconstruction,  it  would  be  well,  by  rearranging  this  matter,  to 
obviate  this  inconvenience  and  loss  of  time  at  the  commencement  of 
each  term.  Respectfully, 

H.  Condon. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 
Superintendent  of  Education. 
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Rev.  J.  D.  McGilliveay,  Inspector, 

Sir, — Below  please  find  my  report  for  the  last  school  year. 

During  the  winter  term  16  out  of  the  98  sections  in  Hants  were 
without  school.  In  the  remaining  sections  98  schools  were  in  opera- 
tion. These  were  taught  on  an  average  110.63  days.  Only  15  made 
out  the  full  term  of  118  days.  But  74  were  in  session  from  100  days 
to  117.  The  number  of  visits  of  Inspection  made  to  all  these  was 
105.  Owing  to  the  state  of  the  roads  North  Beaver  Bank  was  not 
visited.  As  the  condition,  attendance,  books  in  use,  etc.,  in  each  were 
reported  on  separately  to  the  Boards,  and  anything  in  it  or  its  man- 
agement calling  for  special  remark  was  specified,  I  will  here  meieiy 
say  that  on  the  whole  the  schools  were  in  fair  condition.  The  state 
of  much  of  the  weather  and  of  the  roads  interfered  a  good  deal  with 
the  attendance. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  registered  in  all  the  schools  was  4381. 
The  pupils  registered  in  West  Hants  made  an  average  of  60.23  days, 
and  those  of  East  Hants  an  average  of  59.22  days.  The  principal 
bmnches  studied  were  reading,  spelling,  writing,  arithmetic,  English 
grammar,  geography,  (General  and  Canadian).  Then  follow,  at  con- 
siderable distance  behind  in  point  of  numbers  engaged  in  study, 
British  history,  composition,  Canadian  history,  (mainly  Nova  Scotia,) 
drawing,  (mainly  of  maps),  algebra,  geometiy  and  book-keeping.  A 
few  study  chemistry,  latin,  natural  philosophy,  navigation,  and  a  very 
few  some  other  branches. 

In  the  summer  term  only  five  sections  were  without  school.  Two 
of  these,  Cogmagun  and  Hillsdale,  were  among  the  number  closed 
during  last  winter.  In  the  remaining  93  sections,  106  schools  were 
in  operation.  The  average  time  during  which  these  were  open  was 
104.80  days.  Only  nineteen  were  in  session  the  full  term  of  112  days. 
Forty  in  East  and  thirty  in  West  Hants  were  open  from  100  to  1 1 1 
days.  Four  in  East  and  six  in  West  Btints  were  open  from  80  to  99 
days,  and  six  in  East  and  one  in  West  Hants  for  less  than  80  days. 
The  preparatory  department  in  South  Maitland  (Rockville)  was  not 
opened  after  holidays,  owing  to  the  sickness  and  death  of  the  teacher, 
Mr.  Fred  Creelman,  a  young  man  who  succeeded  in  the  first  part  of 
the  term  in  raising  great  expectations  of  his  success  as  a  teacher  in 
the  section.  The  preparatory  department  in  Upper  Selma  and  the 
Burncoat  School  closed  about  the  time  of  the  nolidays,  by  lapse  of 
time  of  engagement  with  teacher.  For  the  same  reason  the  pi'epar- 
atory  department  in  Walton  closed  about  the  1st  of  October.  The 
three  departments  in  Maitland  were  closed  for  eiglut  days ;  the  two  in 
Shubenacadie  for  six ;  the  school  in  Poplar  Grove  and  Kennetcook 
Church  for  ten ;  that  in  Northfield  for  fifteen ;  and  that  in  Ellerhouse 
for  twenty-five  days, — all  on  account  of  diphtheria.  The  number  of 
visits  of  inspection  made  'during  this  ^term  was  11©.  These  do  not 
include  a  visit  to  Noi-thfield,  where  I  found  the  school  closed,  nor  the 
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preparatory  department  at  Bockville,  also  found  closed.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  schools  indicated  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  but 
their  eflBciency  Avas  much  interfered  with  by  irregular  and  often  slim 
attendance. 

In  the  summer  term  the  total  number  registered  in  all  the  schools 
was  4841.  The  principal  branches  studied  are  the  same  as  in  winter 
term. 

The  new  text  books  in  arithmetic  will,  in  my  opinion,  lead  to  greater 
efficiency  in  that  branch.  In  the  October  number  of  the  "  tJoumal 
of  Education"  you  acknowledge  yourself  "in  labyrinthine  mazes  lost" 
in  your  efforts  to  arrive  at  the  reason  why  Macmillan*s  Science  Primers 
have  not  come  into  more  general  use  in  the  higher  departments  of 
our  graded  schools.  The  main  reason  is  the  irregular  attendance  of 
scholais,  which  makes  it  so  difficult  to  secure  regular  class  work  and 
satisfactory  progress  in  the  ordinary  branches  generally  regarded  as 
essential,  and  the  veiy  limited  number  that  follow  up  their  studies 
through  the  diffisrent  grades.  Our  experience  hitherto  in  Hants  has 
been  that  one  plan  of  grading  is  allowed  to  stand  for  about  one  year 
or  two  at  most  By  that  time  the  most  advanced  department  has 
dwindled  down  to  a  very  small  number.  Then  a  movement  is  de- 
manded to  fill  up  that  department  with  new  recruits,  and  the  teacher 
may  consider  himself  fortunate  if  he  can  fill  up  his  room  from  the 
next  lower  grade,  and  is  not  obliged  to  receive  from  different  depart- 
ments, besides  a  number  that  come  in  and  are  sent  to  the  highest 
department  to  study  one  or  two  branches,  which  they  must  be  per- 
mitted to  attend  to  exclusively  or  they  will  not  attend  at  all.  While 
on  this  subject  of  special  branches  I  may  remark  that  I  am  often 
surprised  at  the  disinclination  of  teachers  to  give  instruction  in  the 
theory  and  practice  of  music — one  of  the  subjects  enquired  after  in 
the  returns.  From  notices  which  I  have  seen  I  infer  that  singing 
receives  very  considerable  attention  in  the  common  schools  of  Eng- 
land. Its  importance  as  an  agent  for  good,  physical,  moral  and  reli- 
gious, where  it  receives  its  fair  share  of  attention  ;  the  extent  of  its 
utility,  being  limited  to  no  particular  circle,  give  it  strong  claims  to 
consideration.  But  only  one  or  two  schools  profess  to  give  any  instruc- 
tion on  the  subject.  In  the  rest  no  more  is  done  than  to  sing  a  popular 
hymn  or  school  song  on  special  occasions  during  the  day,  generally 
with  little  regard  to  the  manner  of  performance  or  the  number  who 
engage  in  it.     Improvement  here  must  be  begun  with  the  teachers. 

Of  the  98  teachers  employed  during  the  winter  term,  35  were 
males  :— 2  A,  10  B,  and  10  C  in  West  Hants,  and  8  B,  3  C,and  2  D  in 
East  Hants ;  63  were  females,  16  C,  5  D,  and  5  E  in  West  Hants ;  and 
18  C,  14  D,  and  6  E,  East  Hants.  Of  these,  27  in  West  Hants  and  20 
in  East  Hants  were  engaged  in  the  same  section  as  duiing  the 
previous  term. 

Of  the  110  teachers  employed  during  the  summer  term,  34  were 
males  and  76  females.  Of  the  former,  West  Hants  employed  2  A, 
0  B,  9  C,  and  1  D,  and  East  Hants  7  B,  5  C,  and  1  D.  Of  the  latter, 
West  Hants  employed  17  C,  9  D,  and  6  E,  and  East  Hants  1  B,  20  C, 
in  D,  and  7  E.  Of  the  whole,  27  in  West  Hants  and  19  in  East 
Hants  were  employed  in  the  same  section  as  in  the  previous  terra. 

Estimated  on  the  babis  of  agreements  made  with  teachers  for  the 
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winter  term,  the  average  salary  per  year  paid  by  the  sections  to  male' 
teachers  was— for  A  and  B,  $334.50;  C,  $215.77;  and  D,  $160.00;  to 
female  teachers  was— for  B  and  C,  $143.58;  D,  $99.22;  for  E,  $89.50, 
The  highest  salary  was  $600  paid  in  West  Hants;  the  lowest  $80  was- 
paid  in  East  Hants.  The  lowest  salary  paid  per  year  in  West  Hants 
was  $100.  The  general  average  is  considerably  lower  in  East  Hant& 
than  in  West  Hants.  Males  A  and  B  in  West  Hants  received  on  aa 
average  $369.16;  in  East  Hants  $282.50;  Cs  received  in  West  Hants- 
$210.50;  in  East  Hants  $233.33;  D  $160.  Females  received  on  an 
average  in  West  Hants,  B  and  C,  $158.37;  D,  $108.80;  E,  $93.40;  in 
East  Hants,  B  and  C,  $130.05;  D,  $95.53;  E,  $85.60.  The  Provincial 
grant  does  not  discriminate  between  the  sexes,  but  the  extra  aid 
given  to  poor  sections  affects  the  average.  B*s,  male  and  female^ 
received  at  the  rate  of  $120;  C*s,  general  rate,  $90,  increased  by  aid  to- 
poor  sections  to  $92.30  to  males;  D*s,  general  rate,  $60,  increased  by 
the  aid  to  poor  sections  to  $69.47;  E's,  general  average,  $45,  but  by 
extra  raised  to  $55.50.  Total  average  remuneration  to  males — A  and 
B,  $454.50;  C,  $308.07;  D,  $220;  females-B  and  C,  $233.58;  D,  $168.69;. 
E,  $145.  This  exhibit  shows  that  while  the  expenditure,  Provincial, 
county  and  sectional,  is  already  so  great  as  to  demand,  from  all  capa- 
ble of  realizing  their  responsibilities  and  true  interests,  greatly  in- 
creased interest  in  the  important  cause  of  common  school  education; 
yet  the  salaries  given  are  not  up  to  that  average  which  will  secure  to 
the  service  a  sufficient  number  of  the  class  of  workera  which  it  is  for 
the  true  interests  of  our  sections  and  Province  to  employ. 

While  I  am  anxious  to  keep  this  report  within  the  narrowest- 
limits  which  respect  for  all  interests  arid  parties  permit,  I  feel  con- 
strained to  dwell  for  a  little  on  twQ  points,  which  seem  to  call  for 
additional  consideration  at  the  present  time : — 

1.  Attendance, — We  may  not,  in  the  matter  of  attendance,  be  so- 
far  behind  other  countries  which  occupy  a  leading  place  in  the  world 
as  to  hang  our  head.  In  England,  where  the  law  of  compulsory  at- 
tendance obtains,  the  enrolment  is  still  considerably  below  the 
number  of  children  of  schc^l  age,  and  the  average  attendance  is  only 
about  two-thirds  of  the  enrolment.  In  the  United  States,  only  about 
two-thirds  of  the  children  between  the  years  which  bound  the  period 
of  recognized  school  age  go  to  school  at  all,  while  the  average  attend- 
ance is  but  little  over  one-half  the  number  registered.  But,  if  we  are 
not  worse  than  our  neighbors  in  this  respect,  we  are  still  far  from 
occupying  a  satisfactoiy  position.  What  can  we  do  to  eflect  an  im- 
provement ?  Some  occasions  of  partial  and  irregular  attendance, 
particularly  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  cannot  be  directly 
attacked.  For  example,  diphtheria  has  prevailed  very  generally,  and 
the  public  mind  has  become  rather  panicky  respecting  it.  Then,  as 
much  of  the  sore  throat  prevailing  recently  is  of  diphtheritic  ten- 
*fency,  it  will  readily  be  understood  that  the  temptation  from  this 
side  to  keep  children  from  school  is  both  great  and  widespread. 
Again,  the  hard  times  during  the  last  few  years  seem  to  have  pro- 
duced an  unusual  degree  of  indifference  in  some  cases,  and  in  others 
to  call  forth  a  stronger  antagonism  to  any  and  every  cause  that  make** 
financial  demands.  But  causes  more  easil}"  reu)ovable  exist,  and  the 
co-opeiation  of  the  professed  friends  of  etlacation  can  do  much  to 
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remove,  or  at  lea«t  lessen,  them.  I  will  at  once  admit  that  Inspectoi-s 
have  not  as  yet  done  enough  within  their  province  in  this  direction* 
Lectures  should  have  been  given  more  generally  in  the  different  sec- 
tions. Winter  seems  to  be  the  time  for  this  work  ;  and  I  had  fully 
determined  last  winter  to  attend  to  this  part  of  the  work,  but  the 
frequent  and  severe  storms  and  the  bad  roads  so  interfered  with 
«chool  inspection  that  I  was  constrained  to  give  up  the  attempt.  But 
very  much  more  might  be  done  by  teachers,  who  are  on  the  ground. 
A  deeper  sense  of  personal  responsibility  in  relation  to  the  general 
education  and  welfare  of  the  children  of  the  section  in  whicn  they 
labor ;  greater  efforts  to  enlist  the  sympathies  and  secure  the  confi- 
dence of  parents ;  and,  in  very  many  cases,  a  more  conscientious  pi^e- 
paration  for  the  work  of  the  school  would,  perhaps,  do  more  than 
anything  else  to  stimulate  a  healthful  interest  in  educational  work, 
while  it  might  also  do  more  towards  raising  teachers'  salaries  than 
any  amount  of  discussion  on  that  point  alone.  Then,  again,  trustees 
are  undoubtedly  responsible  in  no  small  measure  for  the  present 
backward  state  of  many  of  the  schools.  Apparently,  they  concern 
themselves  very  little  about  who  is  attending  or  what  is  doing. 
Notwithstanding  their  committal,  by  the  trustees*  certificate  on  the 
returns,  which  they  are  required  to  sign,  to  the  declaration  that  they 
have  visited  the  school  according  to  law,  very  few  of  these  returns 
show  that  they  have  done  so.  In  some  cases  neither  register  nor  re- 
turn records  a  single  visit.  Then,  yet  further,  I  am  strongly  of  the 
opinion  that  doing  away  with  the  present  two-term-a  year  system, 
and  adopting  instead  one  long  term,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Nonnal 
School,  with  the  holidays  coming  in  between  the  end  of  one  and  the 
'  beginning  of  the  next,  would  do  much  towards  lessening  the  irregu- 
larity in  attendance  at  school,  as  well  as  lead  to  some  beneficial 
changes  in  other  respects.  At  present  each  term  stands  out  by  itself, 
as  in  most  cases  the  engagement  with  the  teacher  is  for  the  term. 
Then,  some  children  are  not  ready  to  go  :  "  You  will  go  after  the 
holidays."  Others  are  going  to  go,  but  must  think  about  it  some  time 
first.  A  month  is  gone,  and  the  school  is  still  only  filling  up,  and  the 
teacher  is  waiting  to  form  her  classes.  Five  or  six  weeks  oi  veiy  fair 
attendance  pass,  when  the  unsettling  influence  of  approaching  holi- 
days begins  to  be  felt,  and  the  school  gradually  thins  off.  The  holidays 
are  over.  Two  or  three  weeks  go  by  before  the  school  fills  up ;  then 
for  from  three  to  five  weeks  the  teacher  is  encouraged  by  a  fair 
attendance.  By  this  time  the  unsettling  effect  of  the  approach  of  the 
end  of  terra  ^begins  to  manifest  itself ;  one  drops  off  after  another, 
imtil  only  a  few  are  left  to  greet  Examination  Day.  Meanwhile  the 
Inspector  is  making  his  visits,  often  in  circumstances  very  unfavorable 
to  teacher  and  school,  or  to  the  forwarding  of  the  work  to  which  he 
is  committed.  In  this  connection,  I  venture  the  remark  that  the 
enlargement  of  the  Inspectoral  Districts,  as  at  present  contemplated, 
will  ultimately  necessitate  the  change  to  the  one  long-term  system, 
unless  other  changes  are  made  with  respect  to  inspection. 

2.  The  kind  of  Edxication, — Is  the  education  given  or  aimed  at 
the  kind  which  the  interests  of  the  country  require  ?  Considemble 
dissatisfaction  finds  expression  on  this  point.  It  is  said  that,  iudged 
ty,  its  fruits,  our  system  is  founded  in  the  interest  of  theory  and  senti- 
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ment  rather  than  of  real  practical  utility.  You  would  make  scholars 
fif  all ;  you  are  succeeding  rather  in  spoiling  and  lessening  the  number 
t)f  workers.  The  better  dass  of  farmers  say,  "  The  more  we  do  to 
comply  with  the  demands  made  upon  us  in  the  interests  of  education, 
and  try  to  avail  ourselves  of  facilities  for  the  education  of  our  children, 
the  worse  the  position  in  which  we  find  ourselves.  Our  girls  won't 
work  ;  they  think  they  must  become  teachers ;  our  boys  despise  our 
farmwork,  and  think  clerkships,  offices  or  agencies  are  the  only  things 
that  will  suit  them  ^  and  failing  in  finding  either,  they  leave  the 
countiy.  Our  poorer  neighbors,  educated  mainly  at  our  expense,  are 
no  longer  available  for  our  work.  Indirectly  education  is  ruining 
us." 

Some  points  are  raised  here  which  I  will  not  stop  to  discuss.     In 
the  limited  space  allowed  me  I  will  only  say,  f^rst,  for  some  of  the 
worst  ills  complained  of,  parents  are  themselves  largely  to  blame. 
Fathers  in  fair  circumstances  unduly  favor  their  boys  in  making  pro- 
vision for  their  children,  so  that  the  girls  are  under  the  necessity  of 
scheming  and  working  for  their  own  interests^  otherwise  the  fruit  of 
all  their  labors  will  mainly  go  towards  improving  the  position, of 
their  brothers.     Then,  again,  parents  are  slow  to  recognize  and  con- 
sider the  fundamental  character  and  importance  of  the  position  in  the 
social  fabric  which  by  a  Divine  providence  is  given  to  the  family, 
and  the  abs.olute  necessity — if  family  life  and  interests  are  to  be  duly 
promoted,  and  education  is  to  advance  in  accoixiance  with  natural 
law  and  social  requirements— -of  taking  a  comprehensive  view  of  their 
K)wn  personal  responsibilities,  doing  their  utmost  to  promote  a  com- 
prehensive home-training,  and  using  their  influence  to  secure  from 
•educationists  of  all  grades  the  practical  recognition  of  public  interest 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  family.     The  Common  School  need  not 
interfere  with  the  proper  claims  of  the  family  or  of  society.     But  so 
Jong  as  pai-ents  neglect  their  own  duties,  and  fail  to  guard  rights  and 
interests  which  are  specially  their  charge,  they  need  not  wonder  if 
they  suffer.     Something  must  hold  a  central  and  moulding  place :  if 
not  that  which  ought,  then  that  which  ha^s  the  most  vigorous  repre- 
sentative.    Somebody  must  lead  and  rule.     If  they  do  not  who  have 
the  right,  they  will  whose  right  it  is  to  obey  and  help.     Education 
must  advance  ;  work  and  worry  must  be  endured  in  its  interest.     If 
parents  will  shirk  their  duties,  and  on  that  account  fail  to  lead  and 
control,  they  will  be  regarded  as  renouncing  their  right,  or  as  having 
none.     The  professional  educationist  will  theorize,  and  the  school 
t^jacher  will  move  to  the  front  and  tell  the  children,  and  through  them 
their  parents,  what  they  must  do.     The  home  will,  according  to  its 
•ability  to  serve,  be  made  the  handmaid  of  the  school.    The  distinctive 
work  of  the  school,  notwithstanding  the  five  or  six  hours  a  day  for 
ti\x  days  in  the  week  specially  set  apart  for  it,  will  overflow  its  proper 
boundaries,  and,  to  the  detriment  of  the  health  and  mental  vigor  of 
the  children,  must  be  continued  for  one,  two,  or  thiee  houi-s  more  at 
home.     Nor  are  these  the  only  evils.     For  when  the  home  becomes 
subservient  to  the  school,  boys  and  girls  over  the  land  are  gi'owing  up 
untrained  to  any  useful  industry,  and  not  only  ignorant  of  work  with 
which  they  ought  now  to  be  becoming  familiar,  but  growing  up  to 
disrelish  and  despise  it.    Secondly, — It  must,  I  think,  be  confessed 
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that  it  is  too  much  the  custom  of  professed  educationists  to  regard 
the  subject  too  exclusively  from  the  side  of  the  general  nature  of  ths 
chUdy  and  of  general  knowledge,  and  too  little  from  the  no  less  im- 
portant side  of  practiea,!  life  as  it  opens  up  before  the  great  mass  of 
the  children  who  present  themselves  at  the  public  school.  This  is  too^ 
wide  a  subject  to  attempt  to  do  it  justice  hei-e.  But  it  is  well  worthy 
the  attention  of  practical  men.  "  Run  the  i-ace  that  is  set  before  you/'^ 
is  a  revelation  of  the  Divine  will,  which  speaks  to  others  than  tho^e 
to  whom  it  was  first  addressed.  It  seems  to  me  to  have  a  bearing.on 
practical  life  generally,  and  on  the  proper  preparation  for  it.  It  seema 
vO  say:  "Life  is  essentially  practical.  Yoawere  brought  into  the 
vv'orld,  not  merely  to  think  nor  to  know,  but  to  work  ;  to-  think  and 
to  gather  knowledge  that  you  and  others  may  work  to  proper  advan- 
tage ;  and  your  work  is  that  which  lies  right  before  you  waiting  tc 
be  done.  Its  nearness  to  you  and  the  opportunity  given  you  to  do  it 
proclaim  it  is  by  Divine  decree  youi*s.  Expect  success,  expect 
advancement  in  life ;  but  expect  it  only  in  the  way  of  an  humble,, 
honest,  straightfoi-ward  discharge  of  the  duties  of  your  station.  Rise 
up  through  them  with  eyes  open  to  discover  in  each  day  your  work.'** 
But  if  I  read  aright,  then  I  also  learn  that  the  true  education  is  that 
which  aims  primarily  at  awakening  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility  for 
the  faithful  doing  of  our  work  day  by  day,  and  teacl^es  and  trains* 
with  a  constant  view  to  fitness  for  it. 

According  to  the  notice  which  I  received  recently  from  you,  this 
report  closes  another  chapter  in  the  educational  history  of  the  coum- 
tiy.  Hants  has  now  had  three  inspectors  all  to  itself.  The  judgment 
of  our  work  I  leave  to  othei"S.  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  very  lim- 
ited measure  of  success  which  has  resulted  from  my  labors.  I  hare, 
however,  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  they  were  cheerfully  and  consci- 
entiously performed.  I  gave  myself  wholly  to  the  work.  I  thank 
those  who  have  helped  and  encouraged,  the  teachers  who  have 
acknowledged  aid  in  their  work  and  have  sought  to  profit  thei'eby, 
and  the  many  others  who  have  testified  of  good  done.  I  trust  the 
future,  with  its  new  arrar^ements  and  conesponding  pix>visioas,  isill 
bring  yet  greater  good. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  D.  McGlLLIVRA.V^ 

To  David  Alltsoic,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

SU'perintendent  of  Education. 


INVERNESS    COUNTS. 

John  Y.  Gunn,  Inspector. 

Sir, — When  every  line  cf  public  printing  represents  an  item  in  the 
financial  expenditure  of  the  Province,  it  is  evidently  the  duty  of* 
officials  to  have  an  eye  to'  brevity  in  their  annual  statements.  The- 
following  school  report  for  the  county  of  Inverness,  for  the  year  ended 
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31st  October,  1879,  is  therefore  merely  a  condensed  and  general 
record. 

For  local  convenience,  the  county  has  been  all  along  divided  into 
two  school  districts,  each  having  a  distinct  Board  of  School  Commis- 
sioners. The  school  districts  are  subdivided  into  school  sections,  there 
being  144  in  the  whole  county.  In  this  number  is  included  one 
formed  during  the  year,  White  section,  No.  6J,  N.  Inverness. 

A  fine  new  school  house  has  been  lately  erected  in  Qlenville,  and 
another  at  Campbell's  Mountain. 

Five  school  sections  are  destitute  of  accommodation  of  any  kind. 

In  one  of  those,  White  section,  although  established  only  in  May  last, 

adequate  provision  has  been  made  for  the  erection  of  a  building,  to 

be  in  every  respect  in  line  with  the  commodious  and  elegant  school 

houses  already  erected  in  Cheticamp.    The  trustees  of  Wnght  section 

are  talking  about  building,  and,  I  am  told,  some  of  the  scantling  is  on 

the  site  selected.    Lamey  and  McDougall  sections  have  done  nothing. 

The  ratepayers  of  Mill  section  have   thought  of  returning  to  their 

first  love,  and,  as  I  am  informed,  intend  to  petition  the  School  Board 

ctt  its  approaching  semi-annual  session,  in  May,  for  a  reunion  with 

Judique  section. 

145  school  departments  were  in  session  during  the  winter  term, 
giving  employment  to  157  teachers  and  assistants. 

143  departments  were  open  during  summer,  and  153  teachers  and 
€tssistants  engaged. 

5,274  pupils  (3,148  boys  and  2,126  girls)  attended  school  during- 
tAie  winter  term,  and  6,052  (3,167  boys  and  2,885  girls)  during  sum- 
mer— in  each  case  an  advance  of  several  hundreds  upon  the  corres- 
ponding terras  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  winter  catalogue  of  teachers  employed  embraces  1  of  (Vade  A, 
22  of  Grade  B,  56  of  Grade  C,  50  of  Grade  D,  and  18  of  Gmde  E. 
I3uring  this  term,  10  assistants  were  employed : — 1  of  Grade  C,  6  of 
Orade  D,  and  3  of  Grade  E. 

During  the  summer  term  2  teachers  of  Grade  A  were  employed,  22 
of  Orade  B,  56  of  Grade  C,  50  of  Grade  D.  14  of  Grade  E ;  and  9 
a^ssistants  (5  of  Grade  D,  and  4  of  Grade  E). 

As  to  compensation  from  all  sources :  male  teachers  of  Grade  B 
i^oceived  an  average  annual  salary  of  S286 ;  Grade  C,  $180 ;  Grade  D, 
9140.  On  the  same  principle  of  distribution,  female  teachers  of 
Orade  C  netted  $181  each ;  do.  Grade  D,  $135 ;  and  do.  Grade  E,  $109, 
^11  low  enough,  in  all  conscience,  when  the  existing  examination  tests 
^re  well  known  to  be  exceptionally  high. 

With  respect  to  professional  competency,  the  following  is  a  strictly 
oorrect  allocation : — 

Winter  Term. 

dumber  Superior  Teachers  (A,  1 ;  B,  8 ;  C,  10 ;  D,  2 ;  E,  1) tl 

Good  "         (B,  9;C,  21;D,  6;  E,  8) 39 

Fair  "  (B,  4;  C,  20;  D,  28  ;  E,  13) 65 

Poor  "         (C,  5;D,  14;E,  1) 20 
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Summer  Term. 

Number  Superior  Teachers  (A,  2 ;  B,  & ;  C,  12  >  D,  3 ;  E,  1) 27 

Good  "  (B,9;C,  20;  D,  9;  E,  2) 4(V 

Fair  «  (B,  4;  C,  20;  D,  30;  E,  10) 64 

Poor  "         (0,4;  D,8;  E,l) 13^ 


It  will  be  neen  by  tlie  above  that  one's  professional  standing  does 
not  wholly  depend  upon  his  grade  of  license.  Knowing  one's  duty, 
and  doing  it,  is  the  true  exponent  of  success  in  any  vocation. 

Trustees  make  the  following  exhibit  in  the  way  of  school  premises, 
furniture  and  apparatus  :< — 

24  school  houses  are  finished  and  furnished  in  superior  style. 

42  school  houses  are  good,  substantial  buildings,  comfortable  but 
not  elegant. 

46  are  fair  to  middling, 

14  range  from  poor  to  a  degree  lower. 

Half  a  dozen  are  scarcely  entitled  to  legitimate  classification,  and 
two  were  condemned  by  the  School  Commissioners  in  May. 

Four  select  schools  were  in  operation  during  the  winter  term,  and 
Uvo  more  were  added  in  May,  Without  a  single  exception,  they  are 
schools  of  a  high  order.  Two  of  the  teachers  employed  hold  Grade 
A  licenses.  In  one  school  Greek,  Latin  and  French  were  taught ;  in 
two  Latin,  and  in  three  Latin  and  French.  All  are  graded,  each 
having  two  departments,  and  the  trustees  of  Hawkesbury  have  lately 
added  an  additional  department. 

In  the  advanced  departments,  the  teachers  employed  are  required 
by  law  to  have  licenses  not  lower  than  Grade  B,  and  the  teachers  of 
the  preparatory,  licenses  not  lower  than  C. 

In  no  county  in  the  Province,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of 
Pictou  and  Yarmouth,  is  the  Academy  grant  more  efficiently  applied 
than  in  Inverness. 

By  sub-section  6  of  the  School  Act  Amendment  of  187£>,  machinery 
is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  school  authorities,  which  will  in  future 
minimize  extra  appropriations  to  poor  sections.  In  the  county  sheet 
for  the  past  summer  term  it  is  shown  that  only  eight  sections  were 
entitled  to  additional  allowances  from  the  local  treasury. 

The  special  aid  list  was  revised,  as  usual,  in  May,  and  at  the  last 
semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Northern  Board  it  was  unanimously 
resolved  that  applications  from  school  sections  desiring  to  be  placed, 
or  to  be  continued,  on  the  special  aid  list,  must  hereafter  be  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  of  particulars  as  follows : — 

(1.)     No.  of  ratepayers. 
(2.)     No.  paying  poll  tax. 
(3.)     Amount  of  assessable  property. 
(4.)     No.  of  school-going  children. 

(5.)  Amount  voted  and  colkcted  for  above  pui-poses  during  the 
preceding  year. 

The  introduction  of  Animal  Physiolo^ay  into  the  examination 
syllabus,  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  Physical  education,  which, 
J    regret  to  say,  has  been  hitherto  entirely  ignored,  will  naturally 
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follow.  While  it  is  well  to  supplicate  for  a  mens  sana,  the  superior 
influence  of  the  corpus  aanum  should  not  be  forgotten. 

The  late  regulation,  which  makes  it  optional  with  B  and  C  candi- 
dates to  substitute  French  for  one  of  the  branches  prescribed  in  those 
grades,  imparts  a  merited  impulse  to  the  study  of  a  language  which 
is  placed  on  a  parity  with  English  in  our  halls  of  legislation — in  the 
Senate  and  the  Commons — ^and  which  is  the  mother  tongue  of  over  a 
million  of  people  in  the  Dominion. 

Instruction  in  rudimentary  book-keeping  should  be  rendered  com- 
pulsory in  all  the  public  schools.  Whatever  one's  vocation  may  be, 
or  in  whatever  situation  be  may  be  placed,  the  use  of  the  day  book, 
index  and  ledger  will  always  be  a  prime  necessity. 

The  late  amendments  to  the  school  law  are  very  favorably  regarded. 
Had  the  amendments  to  sections  20  and  23,  34  and  55,  been  enacted 
3'ears  ago,  a  considerable  amount  of  litigation  would  have  been 
obviated. 

The  school  commissioners  are  empowered  by  law  to  declare  school 
"buildings  unfit  for  school  purposes,  and  to  withhold  all  county  monies 
from  such  sections  unless  measures  are  adopted  to  provide  suitable 
accommodation.  This  highly  important  function,  delegated  to  the 
School  Boards,  is  as  faithfully  exercised  as  circumstances  peimit. 
But  the  commissioners  should  evidently  have  discretionary  power  in 
such  cases,  the  power  to  withhold  county  allotments  partially,  or  in 
exceptiofiial  cases,  in  all,  from  sections  below  par  in  school  accommo- 
<iation,  etc.,  and  the  power  to  apply  amounts  withheld,  to  remedy  the 
^iefects  indicated  in  the  official  notes  of  school  inspection. 

Teachers'  Examination, — ^At  the  July  examination  95  candidates 
lor  license  competed,  67  in  Port  Hood  and  28  at  Margaree  Forks.  Of 
thi*j  large  number,  only  22  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  license  of  any  kind. 

At  Port  Hood  there  were  22  applicants  for  grade  B,  IG  of  whom 
received  more  or  less  extra-insular  training.  Only  3  of  this  number 
•obtained  the  grade  applied  for;  15  obtained  grades  lower  than  those 
applied  for;  and  3  failed  in  obtaining  any  grade.  One  passed  the 
required  average  with  credit,  but  weakened  on  one  of  the  tests;  and 
4  lacked  the  average  sought  for. 

Seemingly  contradictory  as  the  statement  may  be  regarded,  those 
public  examinations  are  productive  of  beneficial  and  of  injurious 
results — beneJiciaZy  inasmuch  as  they  constitute  a  potent  educational 
stimulus, — injuriovia,  in  the  systematic  cramming  which  prevails. 
The  memory  is  gorged  with  definitions,  dates,  figures  and  names,  and 
the  mind  starves  from  the  very  abundance  with  which  it  is  loaded, 
like  the  Roman  girl  in  Livy's  legend  who  was  crushed  by  the  rewards 
of  her  treachery.  It  is,  however,  much  easier  to  discover  a  lesion 
than  to  prescribe  an  appropriate  remedy. 

On  behalf  of  the  Northern  School  Board,  I  beg  respectfully  to 
recommend  that  in  future  the  engagements  of  teachers  with  trustees 
be  valid  only  when  approved  either  by  the  School  Inspector  or  by 
two  of  the  nearest  School  Commissioners — when  such  approval  is  de- 
manded by  any  resident  ratepayer  in  the  section.  This  measure  is 
intended  to  restrain  trustees  wherever  they  engage  teachers  of  inferior 
professional  competency. 

On  behalf  of  both  Boards,  I  beg  to  suggest  that  the  following 
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addendum  should  be  annexed  to  the  jurai  of  the  schedule  to  sub- 
section 9  of  the  late  amendment  of  Chap.  32  School  Act: — In  presence 
of ,  School  Commissioner. 

With  respect  to  our  present  educational  appliances,  I  beg  to  assure 
you  they  are  very  fair.  There  is  room  for  improvement  pretty  much 
all  round,  but  when  facilities  for  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  are 
placed  within  the  reach  of  every  child  in  the  county,  and  that  youn^ 
men  can  be  prepared  for  college  in  our  superior  schools,  it  may  weu 
be  said,  that  "the  system  of  free  education  is  a  mine  of  wealth  richer 
far  than  the  golden  sands  of  Factolus." 

As  to  professional  standards,  while  it  is  well  always  to  have  a  high 
ideal,  it  is  Utopian  to  look  for  perfection.  The  profession  has,  and 
will  always  have,  its  ''great  men  and  its  little  men,  as  the  earth  has 
its  mountains  and  its  valleyB." 

The  coimty  has  cause  for  gratulation,  in  the  fact  that  the  name  of 
one  of  its  teachers  heads  the  list  of  successful  applicants  for  license, 
for  the  whole  Province,  at  the  last  July  examination. 

Another  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  made,  a  few  years  ago, 
the  highest  average  hitherto  attained  to,  at  any  Provincial  teachers' 
examination. 

Another  passed  with  credit  the  recent  University  of  Halifax 
matriculation,  and  two  members  of  the  guild  are  votaries  of  Hippo- 
crene  of  bright  promise  in  the  not  distant  future. 

Early  in  the  year,  the  hand  of  death  was  laid  upon  a  prominent 
member  of  the  School  Board — the  Hon.  Peter  Smyth,  the  oldest  school 
commissioner  in  South  Inverness.  Mr.  Smyth  represented  the  county 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  the  Provincial  Parliament,  and  died  a 
much  respected  member  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  gratefully  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to 
commissioners,  teachers,  and  trustees,  for  professional  co-operation, 
and  to  the  army  of  hospitable  sons  of  Inverness  for  personal  assistance 
cheerfully  accorded,  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances. 

All  of  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted, 

John  T.  Gunn. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


KINGS    COUNTY. 
C.  W.  RoscoE,  Inspector. 

Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  I  transmit  to 
you  a  general  report  of  the  public  schools,  in  this  county,  for  the  year 
ending  Oct.  Slst,  1879. 

The  half  yearly  **  distribution  sheets "  already  sent,  my  "  notes  of 
inspection,  and  abstract  tables,"  furnish  a  detailed  statement  to  which  I 
invite  your  attention. 
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I  have  had  the  honor  to  labor  as  Inspector  of  Schools  in  the  District 
of  Kings  County  for  the  past  six  years.  During  this  period  I  have 
studied  carefully  their  requirements ;  and  in  the  face  of  the  depressed 
'times,  have  urged  their  •^slaims  upon  the  attention  of  the  Boards  of 
Trustees  and  School  Commissioners.  With  the  co-operation  of  these 
bodies,  much  has  been  accomplished,  in  the  interest  of  common  school 
education^  which  will  continue  to  benefit  Che  county  for  years  to  come. 

Over  twenty  new  school  houses  have  been  built  and  furnished,  and 
.as  many  roorcextensively  repaired,  l^ree  of  the  leading  towns  of  the 
county,  viz.,  Kentville,  Berwick,  and  Canning,  were  among  the  number 
to  build  and  provide  improved  school  accommodation.  Books  for  the 
teachers'  desks  and  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  schools,  although  in 
-some  sections  deficient,  and  in  many  mot  as  good  as  I  could  desire,  have 
been  gradually  increasing  until  even  "poor  sections'*  have  %fair  supply. 

The  number  of  schools  has  increased  from  93  to  106,  and  the  number 
•of  teachers  from  99  to  124.  I  may  fairly  state  that  there  has  been  much 
improvement  in  the  character  of  the  work  done  by  the  teachers ;  and 
that  as  a  class  they  are  awake  to  the  vast  importance  of  the  onerous 
duties  vesting  upon  them,  and  the  necessity  of  thoroughly  fitting  them- 
-selves  for  the  discharge  of  these  duties. 

The  record  of  the  past  year  shows  that  during  each  of  the  school 
ierms  there  were  3.06  schools  in  operation.  One  hundred  and  two  of 
these  schools  were  in  session  both  winter  and  summer.  Eight  sections 
had  schools  one  term  only — four  of  them  for  the  winter  and  four  for  the 
summer  term.  Five  sections  had  no  schools.  Three  of  them  send  their 
children  to  other  sections.  As  they  are  small  and  scattered  sections  they 
must,  in  the  course  of  time,  be  divided  and  attacked  to  other  sections. 
One  is  without  a  school  house,  and  one  concluded  to  rest  for  a  year. 
We  have,  therefore,  in  dreality,  but  two  sections  which  have  not  had 
the  advantages  of  a  school  for  some  portioa  of  the  past  year. 

Pupils, — In  winter  4,794  pupils  were  enrolled,  who  attended  school 
'287,806  days.  In  summer  the  number  registered  was  4,729,  with  an 
attendance  af  264,410  days. 

1SBACHER8   EMPLOYED. 


B. 

2S 

•  •  •«  • 

23 
17 

C. 

57 
5 

63 

51 

2 

63 

D. 

23 
4 

27 

26 
1 

27 

E. 

7 
5 

12 

13 
1 

14 

MAI3. 

FEMALE. 

TOTAL. 

Winter  Term .  ,h.  . . . . 
Assistants •  ^  .  •  •  • 

50 

•  •  •-■•••• 

60 
14 

110 
14 

Total 

iSummer  Term 

Assistants.  ...«...•«« 

50 
29 

74 

78 
4 

124 

107 
4 

17 

Total 

29 

82 

111 

With  comparatively  few  exceptions,  the  teachers  merit  much  praise 
isr  skilly  fidelity  and  success.     Thej  have  honestly  stcivea  to  disciiarge 
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their  duties  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  for  the  greatest  good  of  the 
Rcctions  in  which  they  have  labored.  A  marked  improvement  is  appat- 
ent  in  the  teaching  of  several  branches. 

Heading  is  taught  upon  the  plan  suggested  in  the  new  series  of 
readers.  This  county  has  given  preference  to  the  Royal  Readers. 
Much  attention  is  given  to  the  explanatory  notes  and  definition  of  words* 
the  dictation  and  composition  exercises  at  the  end  of  each  lesson.  A 
complaint  has  been  made  that  the  pieces  in  the  new  readers  are  not  so 
Well  adapted  to  teach  elocution  as  those  in  the  old  seriea;  but  I  have 
found  in  examining  reading  classes,  that  the  lessons  are  understood 
better,  and  more  intelligently  read,  because  understood,  than  when  the 
old  N.  S.  series  was  in  use.  I  still  find  the  old  readers  in  some  schools^ 
mixed  with  the  new,  disturbing  the  classification  of  the  pupils.  The 
lessons  in  them  have  been  read  and  re-read  and  read  again,  until  all 
their  freshness  and  vigor  have  been  lost  in  the  long  continued,  oft  re- 
peated, monotonous,  self-same  story.  A  change  of  readers  was  undoubt- 
edly necessary  to  keep  up  an  interest  at  all  in  reading.  A  child  must 
\fe  interested  if  it  learns  anything  worthy  of  mention. 

Writing,  next  to  reading,  should  receive  a  prominent  place  m  the 
school  work.  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  satisfied  with  the  attention  given 
to  it.  Too  many  teachers,  especially  in  miscellaneous  schools,  set  a 
part  of  their  pupils  to  writing,  and  teach  a  class  or  attend  to  some  other 
exercise  during  the  writing  hour,  thus  giving  little  or  no  attention  to 
those  wilting.  Others  are  particular  lo  see  that  the  copy  books  are  well 
kept  and  carefully  written,  and  still  fail  to  make  good  writers.  After 
one  has  learned  to  write  well  from  a  copy-plate,  he  needs  to  break  away^ 
from  the  stiffness  of  such  a  hand,  by  writing  more  rapidly  and  in  a  freer 
style.  Coyping  deeds,  mortgages,  bills  of  exchange,  notes  of  hand,, 
receipts,  &c.  &c.,  should  be  much  more  practised,  than  at  present,  un« 
der  the  careful  supervision  of  the  teacher.  Learning  these  forms  ia 
this  way  and  becoming  habituated  to  writing  them  in  good  style,  make 
the  exercise,  as  it  should  be,  of  some  practical  utility. 

Arithmetic,  in  the  main,  is  being  taught  in  a  maaner  much  more 
satisfactory  to  me  than  heretofore.  There  is,  of  course,  still  great 
room  for  improvement ;  but  teachers  are  feeling  after  the  right  path^ 
and  many  of  them  have  found  it.  U'he  method  ef  teaching  this  branch 
has  undergone  a  great  change  for  the  better.  Formerly,  the  rule  was 
committed  to  memory  and  stated  first,  an  example  illustrating  the  rxile 
followed,  and  the  reason  came  last  Now,  examples  and  illustrations^ 
precede  and  lead  up  to  the  enunciation  of  the  rule,  whenever  a  rule  is 
required.  The  analytical  or  unitary  method  is  coming  into  use  ;.  by  it 
almost  any  problem  may  be  solved  independent  of  rules.  Each  step  is 
reasoned  out  from  some  previous  one,  until,  by  a  series  of  deductions, 
the  result  sought  is  obtained.  The  habits  of  neatness,  CHcactnesfr  and 
logical  thought,  to  which  the  pupil  is  trained,  give  this  method  a 
great  advantage  over  others.  There  is  also  a  noticeable  improvement 
in  teaching  English  Grammar.  Preparatory  to  the  use  of  the  text 
book,  a  course  of  oral  lessons  is  given.  Much  written  work  is  required 
of  the  pupil.  Examples  of  the  diflferent  classes  of  words,  inflection,. 
&c.,  are  expected  to  be  written,,  in  due  order,,  aa  they  are  taught.. 
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Willis  is  followed  by  sentence  building,  which  leads  to  the  first  stage  of 
composition.  Thereafter,  grammar  and  composition  are  combined,  or 
should  be  inseparable  so  long  as  grammar  is  studied.  I  have  men- 
tioned the  work  in  which  I  have  noticed  most  improvement.  The 
ether  studies  are  not  by  ai>y  means  ignored.  The  usual  time  is  allotted 
to  them,  in  about  the  usual  way.  Perhaps  they  are  taught  too  much, 
usual. 


Teachers*  Association. — The  teachers  of  this  county  organized 
themselves  into  an  Association  on  the  28th  of  August  last,  and  held,  on 
ihat  and  the  following  day,  in  Kentville,  four  very  interesting  sessions. 
They  express  universal  satisfaction  with  work  done.  Many  of  them 
liave  already  acted  upon  hints  received  there,  and  are  delighted  with 
the  results.  I  had  fears  that  the  first  meeting  would  not  prove  a 
success,  but  from  the  very  favorable  impression  made  at  that  meeting,  I 
lave  great  hope  ol  luture  meetings*  The  teachers^  as  well  as  myself, 
entertain  a  high  appreciation  of  the  great  assistance  received,  Ist,  from 
yourself,  by  your  presence,  friendly  interest  manifested  throughout  all 
the  meetings,  timely  counsel  and  valuable  information  imparted  in  your 
lecture,  and  upon  the  vark)us  topics  considered  and  discussed;  2nd, 
from  Professors  Tufts  and  Cold  well,  of  Acadia  Collge,  J.  B.  Calkin, 
Esq.,  Principal  of  the  Normal  School,  A.  McN.  Patterson,  Esq  ,  and 
others,  who  contributed  valuable  service  to  the  Association.  llie 
expenence  of  these  gentlemen  as  educators  eminently  fitted  them  to 
render  just  such  help  as  was  needed.  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise 
of  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools  for  the  promptitude  with  which  they 
set  in  motion  a.  requisition  to  secure  a  Teachers'  Association,  under  the 
new  regulation  of  Council,  as  soon  as  it  was  published,  and  for  their 
hearty  co-operation  in  all  the  work  of  the  Association.  The  little  left 
for  me  to  do  by  way  of  encouraging  the  movement  became  a  very  great 
pleasure. 

School  Houses. — Greenwich  section  has  buiTt  a  good  school  house>. 
containing  one  room  capable  of  seating  60  or  70  pupils,  and  a  class^ 
room.  Hillsborough  has  completed  the  houses  commenced  last  year. 
Sheffield's  Mills  has  added  a  new  room  to  the  school  house,  and  should 
sustain  a  graded  school.  Woodvilie  has  divided  their  large  room  inta 
two  rooms,  so  as  to  accommodate  both  departments  on  the  gpound  flat. 
Dempsey  Comer,  Cambridge,  Blue  Mount,  Rockland  and  Aylesford 
Mountain  sections  have  repaired  their  school  houses.  The  last  three 
deserve  particular  mention.  They  are  '*  poor  sections,"  and  have,  ia 
the  face  of  the  hard  times,,  been  steadily  improving  their  school  accom- 
modation.  Kingsport,  W.  Hall's  Haibor,  Lower  Horton  and  Winde- 
Biere  (new  section)  have  voted  money  to  build. 

School  Heaisters. — I  am.  able  to  report  a  very  great  improvement  ia 
the  keeping  of  the  registers,  both  by  teachers  and  secretaries  to  trustees, 
since  writing  in  them  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Board  of  School 
Commissionera  touching  the  matter.     I  find  the  nearer  all  concerned 
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iTtrith  the  school  eystem  are  kept  to  the  law  and  regulations  of  Council, 
the  more  satisfactory  are  the  schools  to  the  people. 

This,  my  sixth  annual  neport,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Y»ur  obedient  servant, 

Colin  W.  Uoboob. 
To  David  Allison,  Esf.,  Ll.D., 

SuperintendeiU  aj  Edutcatioru 


LUNENBURG  COUNTY. 
C.  W.  HiLTZ,  M.D.,  Inspector. 

Sir, — In  presenting  my  fourth  annual  report  on  the  condition  of  the 
schools  in  Lunenburg  County,  permit  me  to  refer  you  for  particular 
details  to  my  notes  of  inspection  and  statistical  tables,  already  forwarded. 

Notwithstanding  the  financial  depression  which  has  weighed  «o 
heavily  upon  this  county,  in  common  with  other  parts  of  the  country, 
interfering  with  the  realization  of  long  promised  and  much  needed  im- 
provements in  school  premises,  and  neccessary  additions  to  school 
apparatus,  the  people  have,  with  commendable  liberality,  made,  as  far 
as  was  possible  under  the  circumstances,  adequate  provision  for  the 
education  of  their  children. 

During  the  past  term  of  the  school  year,  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
schools  and  departments  were  in  session  for  the  whole  or  greater  part 
of  the  legal  teaching  time  of  the  term.  Scarcely  less  favorable  was  the 
aspect  of  matters  during  the  second  half  of  the  school  year,  there  being 
one  hundred  and  ten  schools  and  departments  in  session.  The  number 
of  sections  in  the  county  being  one  hun<Ired  and  thirty-five,  it  might 
appear  that  there  was  still  a  very  considerable  number  without  schools, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  number  of  the  sections  of  this  county, 
especially  the  insular  ones,  of  which  there  are  eight,  have  school  only 
for  half  the  year,  and  that  chiefly  in  winter,  while  there  is  still  a  greater 
number  which,  having  been  surveyed,  **  laid  out,"  named  and  num- 
bered as  sec^ns,  have  yet  never  been  able  to  effect  a  legal  organization, 
owing  to  their  inability  to  provide  means  for  building  a  suitable  school 
house  or  bearing  the  necessary  expense  of  sustaining  a  public  school. 
Year  by  year,  however,  the  number  of  such  has  been  growing  less,  and, 
with  the  commencement  of  the  new  school  year,  three  of  these  tardy 
sections  have  taken  the  initiatory  steps  for  placing  themselves,  in 
respect  of  educational  advantages,  on  an  equality  with  the  neighboring 
sections.  In  a  few  years  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  every 
child  in  the  county  may  be  in  a  position  to  put  himself  in  possession  of 
his  unquestionable  birthright — a  sound  common-school  education. 

The  increase  in  the  remuneration  of  teachers,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has 
cot  kept  pace  with  our  ad^rancement  in  other  respects,  the  average 
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nlary  paid  to  teachers  being  mnch  below  what  T  judge  is  reasonable  ia 
comparisoD  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  laid  upon  them.  The  best 
irork  cannot  be  obtained  nor  the  best  results  realixed  without  a  liberal 
outlay  of  means.     Trustees  in  many  ioitanMs  are  slow  to  learn  this. 

The  following  are  the  average  salaries  paid  to  the  different  sexes  and 
classes  of  teachers  in  the  county  during  the  year  just  closed — males, 
class  I,  t390 ;  females,  class  I,  $277 ;  males,  class  II,  $348  ;  females, 
class  II,  $207 ;  males,  class  III,  9204  ;  females,  class  III,  $159. 

The  table  following  will  show  at  once  the  number  of  schools  in  oper- 
ation in  the  county  during  the  year,  as  well  as  the  number,  sex  and 
£rade  of  the  teachers  employed  : — 


WlNTKH  TKRM. 

SttMMxa  Tkbu. 

1 

1 

1 

J 
3 

1 

a 

1 

1 

• 

s 
t 

1 

i 

, 

1 

1 

1 

i 

314 

IIG 

86 

30 

2 

12 

42 

40 

20 

110 

110 

m 

22 

2 

10 

38 

36 

2i 

It  will  be  observed  by  the  above  that  the  number  of  schools  in  oper- 
ation in  the  county  during  the  year  just  closed,  is  somewhat  in  excess 
«f  that  of  last  year,  the  increase  dunng  the  winter  term  of  the  present 
Tear  over  the  corresponding  term  of  last  year  being  two,  that  of  the 
■ummer  term  over  the  corresponding  term  of  last  being  twelve. 

All  things  considered,  this  is  by  no  means  an  unsatisfactory  exhibit, 
•nd  in  my  judgment  proves  that  the  people  are  becoming  increasingly 
alive  to  their  interests,  and  are  b^inning  to  set  a  proper  value  upon 
the  education  of  the  young.  Of  the  doe  hundred  and  sixteen  teachers 
employed  during  the  winter,  two  were  substitutes  employed  to  fill  the 
places  of  others  whom  ill  health  had  compelled  to  temporarily  abandon 
their  work.  In  the  discharge  of  their  arduous  and  oft  times  ill  requited 
duties,  the  teachers  of  this  county  have  for  the  most  part  exhibited  a 
commendable  d^ree  of  &ithfuIneB>  and  efficiency.  As  the  number 
of  trained  teachers  increases,  we  may  reasonably  expect  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  quality  of  elUciency.  Indeed  one  oiten  wonders,  when 
all  things  are  considered,  that  so  much  has  been  accomplished  by  that 
apparently  inadequate  means. 

From  a  caose  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made,  the  number 
of  school  houses  put  np  this  year  has  not  been  equal  to  my  anticipations, 
but  still  the  efforts  in  tlus  direction  have  been  quite  creditable,  five  new 
buildings  having  been  eithsr  partially  finished  or  completed.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  three  other  sections  have  taken  the  initiatory  steps  to  this 
end. 

I  have  to  record  considerable  improvement  in  the  keeping  of  the 
school  registers,  wliile  the  retaros  are  as  nearly  perfect  as  we  can  reason- 
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ably  expect  such  documents  to  be.  On  the  whole,  looking  back  upon 
the  past  year,  if  all  has  not  been  accomplished  that  might  vave  b^en  ex- 
pected or  desired,  enough  has  been  done  to  beget  a  feeling  of  satisfac- 
tion in  the  past  and  hope  for  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C    W.  HiLTZ. 

David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

SupeHntendent  of  Education. 
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Daniel   McDonald,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  respectfully  submit  my  eleventh  annual  report  on  the  schools 
under  my  supervision. 

1  may  premise  that,  in  some  respects,  the  operations  of  the  year  do 
not  compare  favorably  with  those  of  the  preceding.  The  widespread 
commercial  depression  has,  for  the  first  time,  shown  its  baneful  effects 
upon  the  public  schools. 

Sections. — ITie  number  of  sections  remains  unchanged.  There  is  a 
new  section  of  Alsatian  French  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  with 
a  few  families  of  Scotch  descent  in  their  vicinity,  that  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  decided  to  organize  into  a  section  as  soon  as  arragements 
therefor  can  be  matured.  The  settlers  are  poor,  and  unable  to  build  a 
school  house.  I  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  a  small  sum  to  aid  them, 
but  was  unsuccessful.  Unless  assisted  from  some  source,  they  will  be 
years  without  a  school. 

As  intimated  in  a  former  report,  we  are  aiming  at  a  reduction  of  the 
number  of  sections,  with  a  view  to  secure  larger  sections,  stronger 
schools,  and  a  diminution  of  expenses. 

New  Houses. — Section  No.  22,  Head  of  Mount  Dalhousie,  com- 
pleted a  very  commodious  house,  and  occupied  it  during  the  winter 
term.  No.  21,  North  Dalhousie  Mountain,  is  building  a  lai^e  house 
in  place  of  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  in  December,  1878.  No.  85, 
Lower  Mount  Thom  (a  poor  section),  and  No.  44,  Upper  Green  Hill, 
have  commodious  houses  ready  to  occupy  at  the  beginning  of  the 
winter  term.     All  are  furnished  with  the  Dawson  desks. 

Repairs, — Gairloch,  Upper  New  Lairg,  Fannel  Hall  and  Durham 
have  made  extensive  repairs. 

Commenced  Building. — Five  sections  have  made  some  advance ; 
some  have  the  frames  up  ;  others  some  materials  on  the  site. 

Pictou  Tot£^n.— "Pictou  town  has  commenced  operations  on  the  new 
academy  building.  A  commanding  site  has  been  procured,  and  the 
work  '*  let  to  contract.''  It  is  estimated  to  cost  at  least  $13,000.  The 
''  Old  House,"  built  about  three-quarters  of  a  century  ago^  was  a  credit 
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to  that  age  and  the  circumstances  of  the  country.  The  "  New  House,'* 
in  size,  architectural  design  and  mechanical  execution,  will  be  com-r 
mensurate  with  the  advancement  and  the  requirements  of  the  age.  As 
the  old  institut\on  laid  broad  and  deep  the  principle  of  a  liberal^  non- 
sectarian  education,  so  we  look  forAvard  to  a  bright  and  prosperous 
future. 

The  determination  to  erect  such  a  building  in  the  present  time  of 
unprecedented  depression,  and  the  fact  that  so  many  good  houses  have 
been  built  in  country  sections,  indicate  a  healthy  educational  sentiment 
in  both  town  and  country,  and  are  cheering  amid  evidences  of  retro- 
gression in  some  other  respects. 

It  is  superfluous  to  enlarge  the  report  with  statistics  already  presented 
in  the  tables  ;  let  a  few  suffice. 

The  statistics,  as  compared  with  those  of  1878,  which  was  our  most 
prosperous  year,  show  an  increase  of  two  schools  (that,  however,  was  in 
the  number  of  evening  schools),  with  a  decrease  of  286J  days  in  the 
time  in  session,  397  in  the  number  of  pupils  registered,  5,790  in  the 
total  days'  attendance.  The  decrease  in  winter  was  attributable  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  and  the  bad  state  of  travelling ;  that  for  the 
summer  is  to  me  inexplicable. 


Males 

Winter  Term. 

A.        B.        C. 

3        22        27 

6        41 

. .         .  •         . » 

D. 

11 

22 

1 

E. 

Females 

**      Assistants 

15 
1 

Total. 

84 
2 


Summer  Term. 

A.        B.         C. 

D. 

E. 

Males 

3         22         21 

12 

•  • 

Females 

5         41 

33 

21 

**     Assistants . . . 

•  •          •  •          •  • 

•  • 

2 

3        28        68        34        16  141) 

Three  sections  had  each  two  teachers,  and  the  same  persons  taught 
both  the  day  and  the  evening  schools. 


Total. 

58 

100 

2 

8         27         62        45        23  160 

Two  sections  had  each  two  teachers. 

In  the  former  term  there  were  18  young  teechers  who  taught  for 
their  first  term,  and  37  who  did  not  teach  in  this  county,  making  55 
new  or  different  teachers  from  the  former  term  ;  in  the  latter  there  were 
12  young  teachers,  and  38  who  did  not  teach  in  former  term,  making 
50  new  or  different  teachers. 

Of  the  160  engaged  in  summer,  23  hold  Normal  School  diplomas, 
viz ,  22  from  Nova  Scotia  and  1  from  P.  E.  Island. 

Salaries, — There  was  a  decrease  of  $1,022.45  in  the  yearly  amount 
of  salaries.  This  was  owing  to  the  close  competition  for  situations  and 
the  disposition  on  the  part  of  tru{»tees  to  accept  the  lowest  offer- 
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Apparatus. — With  regard  to  apparatus,  I  did  not  consider  it  judicious 
to  press  the  matter  during  the  past  year.  The  greater  number  of  our 
schools  have  introduced  the  new  series  of  readers,  which  necessarily 
inTolved  a  pretty  heavy  outlay.  A  few  wall  maps  have  been  added.  A 
few  sections  hare  adopted  the  ''  Maritime  Series/'  but  a  large  majority 
have  the  "  Royal  Readers."  With  a  view  to  secare  uniformity,  I  have 
cast  my  influence  in  favor  of  the  latter. 

Many  of  our  teachers  have  adopted  Hamblin  Smith's  arithmetic,  but 
it  is  used  in  the  schools  to  a  very  limited  extent  as  yet.  Having  ex- 
amined the  work  carefully,  I  was  fully  satisfied  with  its  merits,  and  felt 
justified  in  recommending  it  strongly  to  our  teachers. 

There  have  been  many  works  in  various-branches  sent  by  publishers 
soliciting  recommendation  to  popular  favor.  However  meritorious  such 
works  might  be,  it  was  simply  impossible  to  recommend  all,  and  besides 
I  did  not  presume  to  encroach  upon  the  province  of  those  empowered 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  '*  Text  Books." 

branches  Taught. — All  the  ordinary  branches  received  more  or  less 
attention.  The  higher  departments  of  our  graded  schools,  and  a  few  of 
our  best  country  schools,  gave  instruction  in  Latin,  Greek,  French, 
Chemistry,  Natural  Philosophy,  Practical  Mathematics,  &c. 

There  is  still  a  strong  propensity  on  the  part  of  young  teachers  (aye, 
of  some  that  ought  to  know  better)  to  push  pupils  on  to  advanced  books 
and  advanced  branches  before  they  are  at  all  prepared.  My  advice  has 
invariably  been,  ''  do  not  attempt  too  much — ground  your  pupils 
thoroughly  in  the  elementary  branches — reading  and  spelling,  writing 
and  arithmetic,  are  the  grand  means  to  attain  the  end.  Make  them 
proficient  in  these  branches,  and  you  give  them  the  means  of  educating 
themselves.  Grammar,  geography,  the  elements  of  geometry,  etc.,  may 
be  taught  orally  as  a  recreation  rather  than  as  a  branch  oi  study." 

Heading, — Very  marked  improvement  has  been  made  in  many  of 
our  schools  ;  yet  too  many  are  content  with  a  knowledge  of  words  and 
facility  in  expressing  them.  Style  should  be  taught  with  first  lessons. 
The  schools  of  Pictou  town  set  an  example  worthy  of  imitation.  The 
training  in  the  primary  departments  is  apparent  throughout  the  whole. 

Arithmetic. — In  tlus  branch  there  is  room  for  improvement.  I  have 
invariably  pressed  the  necessity  of  a  thorough  grounding  in  elementary 
principles — a  knowledge  of  rules  and  tables — the  why  and  the  where- 
fore of  everything,  and  the  practical  application  as  we  proceed.  Many  of 
our  teachers  are  succeeding  admirably,  thougli  too  many  fail  of  real  success. 
Writing. — In  no  branch  has  such  satisfactory  progress  been  made 
as  in  writing.  Many  schools  can  present  excellent  specimens.  Of  these 
special  prominence  may  be  given  to  Sak  Springs,  Central  West  River, 
Six  Mile  Brook,  South  Mountain,  Dalhousie,  Carriboo  Meadows,  Forks 
Rogers  Hill,  Rogers  Hill,  Glencoe,  Sunny  Brae,  Lower  New  Lairg. 
There  are  some,  however,  in  which  the  work  must  be  pronounced  ''very 
bad."  Much  depends  upon  the  attention  of  the  teacher.  During  the 
time  of  writing  his  attention  should  be  wholly  devoted  to  a  careful 
supervision  of  the  work.  When  the  work  is  finished,  the  copy  should 
be  reviewed,  errors  marked,  a  figure  denoting  the  estimate  of  merit 
placed  on  the  work.     Pupils  arc  proue  to  copy  their  own  last  line;  if 
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there  is  a  mark  on  a  word  it  arrests  their  attention  and  lead»  them  ta 
look  to  the  copy.  Where  this  system  i»  followed  the  progress  is  decid- 
edly  more  marked,  llie  ''  Payson,  Scribner  and  Dunstan  "  series  of 
copies  is  very  generally  used.  The  **  Beatty's  "  system  of  penmanship 
18  used  to  a  limited  extent.  It  possesses  excellencies  sufficient  to  recom- 
nend  it  to  popular  favor. 

Geography. — This  branch  is  well  attended  to  in  nearly  all  our 
schools.  Eren  our  very  young  chiidrtii  in  miscellaneous,  as  well  as- 
in  graded  schools,  evince  a  very  creditable  knowledge  of  the  geography 
of  Nova  Scotia. 

Drawing, — Still  continues  very  defective.  Smith*s  Free-hand  Draw- 
ings, with  card  to  correspond,  furnished  some  years  ago,  lie  unused  in  the 
teachers'  desks.  Map  drawing  is  practised  to  a  considerable  extent,  and 
in  several  cases  with  much  success. 

Order  and  attention  — Order  and  attention  in  the  school  rooms  are 
most  creditable  ;  there  are  exceptional  cases  of  course.  Many  schools 
appear  to  govern  then>selves  without  an  eflfort  on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 

Teachers, — ^The  number  of  teachers  of  very  limited  success  was 
rather  larger,  especially  in  the  summer  term,  than  for  some  years  hither- 
to. An  individual  may  be  tolerably  well  qualified  for  and  successful 
in  one  section,  but  the  reverse  in  another.  Some  young  persons  en^ 
fi^aged  schools  for  which  they  had  not  the  requisite  tact,  whereas  they 
night  have  succeeded  better  in  a  smaller  school  with  younger  pupils. 
Kearly  all  did  their  best,  with  various  degrees  of  efficiency. 

Some  of  our  Grade  £  teachers  were  very  successful.  With  a  better 
education  and  a  noimal  school  training,  they  would  be  an  honor  to  tbe 
profession, 

Pictou  Academy, '-^The  Pictou  Academy  continued  to  be  well  at- 
tended and  to  perform  excellent  work.  The  teachers  continue  devoted 
to  their  work,  not  permitting  private  studies  or  other  pursuits  to  divert 
their  attention  from  the  interests  of  the  institution. 

From  knowledge  acquired  I  feel  confident  that  the  building  will  be 
£lled  to  its  utmost  capacity  during  the  winter  term. 

Grading  /Schools — Merigomish  and  Vale  Colliery  have  graded  their 
schools;  each  has  two  departments.  It  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction, 
and  I  trust  will  be  permanent.  Fisher's  G-rant  tried  it  as  an  experiment, 
lut  owing  to  the  smallness  of  their  apartment  fell  back  to  the  old  system, 
a  teacher  with  an  assistant. 

Corporal  Punishment. — llie  question  of  **  corporal  punishment "  in 
the  public  schools  has  created  some  sensation  in  this  county,  as  well  as 
elsewhere. 

Our  Scotch  ancestors  were  firm  believers  in  the  principle  that  the  ap- 
plication of  the  rod  is  necessary  **  to  drive  away  the  folly  which  is 
bound  up  id  the  heart  of  children,"  and  they  were  unsparing  in  its  ap- 
plication. The  abuse  of  the  system  in  days  (happily)  **  gone  by,'' 
probably  has  had  some  influence  in  leading  to  the  opposite  extreme.  The 
teacher  is  virtually  the  parents'  substitute  and  doing  their  work,  and  has 
what  may  be  termed  a  delegated  authority  to  exercise  proper  discipline, 
and  administer  judicious  chastisement  when  deemed  necessary.  His 
authority  must  be  supreme  in  the  school  room. 
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The  State  has  am  inherent  right  in  every  child,  superior  even  to  that 
of  the  parent,  and  is  bound  to  provide  an  education  to  prepare  it  for 
useful  citizenship;  so  it  has  an  imperative  right  to  see  that  proper 
discipline  be  administered  by  the  teachers  whom  it  employs.  The 
right  to  administer  chastisement  must  be  maintainedi  and  the  abuse  of 
the  right  jealously  guarded  against. 

Teachers*  Examinations. — The  arrangement  fixing  the  age  of 
eligibility  to  the  profession  was  most  judicious  and  opportune.  The 
discontinuance  of  the  Grade  C.  licenses  will  exercise  happy  results. 
Exception  is  taken  by  many  to  the  amount  exacted  as  admission  fees. 
They  assert  that  it  is  tantamount  to  the  exclusion  of  the  poorer  classes, 
and  that  a  sum  just  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  of  examination 
should  suffioe. 

Returns. — The  discontinuance  of  the  B.  Return  has  been  hailed 
with  delight  by  trustees,  and,  I  presume,  by  Inspectors  also.  Our 
teachers  in  general  were  very  attentive  and  careful  in  the  preparation  of 
their  returns.  Many  are  models  of  neatness  ;  several  were  incomplete, 
as  the  teachers  deemed  their  own  judgment  superior  to  that  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction,  and  declined  to  fill  up  the  **  Record  of 
Deportment"  in  their  school  registers,  and  consequently  could  not  fill 
in  all  required  in  the  return. 

Inspection. — x\s  during  the  past  nine  years,  I  continue  to  devote  my 
attention  exclusively  to  the  work.  Education  has  been  the  business  of 
the  greater  part  of  my  life.  Between  teaching  and  inspecting,  I  have  spent 
28  years.  If  not  "  a  labor  of  love,"  it  has  been  one  of  pleasure  and,  I 
trust,  of  usefulness.  I  would  gladly  continue  ''  to  spend  and  be  spent 
in  the  service." 

Inclement  as  the  winter  was,  every  section  having  a  school  was 
visited.  Four  schools,  however,  were  not  inspected ;  one  had  dismissed 
for  the  day  *«for  want  of  fuel,"  two  were  closed  on  account  of  the 
teachers  being  sick,  the  other  by  the  teacher  retiring  unexpectedly. 
Two  sections  were  not  visited  in  the  summer  term — Carribou  Island, 
by  reason  of  a  storm  occurring  at  the  time,  and  the  other  on  account  of 
the  school  closing  without  giving  intimation.  In  two  sections  visited 
the  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  diphtheria. 

Several  public  meetings  were  hel4>  and  addresses  delivered  during 
both  terms. 

Our  teachers  evinced  a  creditable  desire  to  keep  themselves  acquaint- 
ed with  the  school  literature  of  the  .day.  A  larg^  number  subscribed  for 
the  '•  Canada  School  Journal ;"  others  would  have  done  so  had  the 
definite  arrangements  been  made  known  earlier,  and  had  not  your  order 
been  exhausted  so  soon. 

Considering  the  "  dull  times,"  the  efforts  made  in  support  of  educa- 
tion have  been  as  good  as  could  reasonably  be  .expected,  and  there  arc 
unquestionable  evidences  that  the  education aUcentiment  of  the  county 
is  sound  and  heartily  progressive. 

Permit  me  once  more  to  press  the  right  of  School  Commissioners  to 
some  tangible  recognition  of  their  invaluable  services.  Their  duties 
are  onerous,  and  often  extremely  trying.  The  counties  have  no  more 
right  to  expect  their  services  gratuitously  than  those  of  any  other  county 
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officials.     I   cannot  imagine  that  any  county  would  object  to  a  reason- 
able compensation  being  paid  out  of  the  county  fund. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  express  my  sincere  wish,  that  whatever  new 
arrangements  may  be  effected,  the  great  work  may  continue  to  advance, 
"prospering  and  to  prosper." 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Daniel  McDonald. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 
SuperifUendent  of  Education. 


QUEENS    COUNTY. 
C.  T.  Andbewb,  M.  D.,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  brief 
^^port  of  the  Public  Schools  in  Queens  County  for  the  year  ending 
October  81st,  1879. 

Xhe  requisite  statistical  information  will  be  found  in  the  abstract  of 
'^tums  and  the  tables  compiled  therefrom. 

Sections. — ^The  number  of  sections  remains  as  reported  last  year,  57, 
v^^'^o  of  which  can  now  scarcely  be  considered  separate  sections,  as  they 
pave  been  gradually  merging  themselves  into  the  adjoining  ones),  and 
^^  each  one  provided  with  a  schoolhouse  there  has  been  a  school  at 
'^*Bt  six  months  out  of  the  year,  while  during  the  past  term  only  two 
*^Ave  been  without  a  school.      ' 

Xhe  number,  grade,  and  sex,  of  all  the  teachers  employed  during  the 
past  year  are  as  follows : 

Winter  Term. 

Teachers.  ^ Grade s  Total. 

A.        B.  C.  D.      £• 

Male 18  4  8..  16 

^««»iale 2  20  6        6  83 

■^^sistaiits ..  ..         1  1 

1   10   24    9    6      60 
SuHMSR  Term. 

?^e 16    2    8..      11 

*^^^ale 2   20   11    9      42 

^*^^tants ..   ..    2       2 

1    7   22   14   11      65 

^Ihe  number  of  pupils  registered  during  the  winter  term  was  1947, 
T^th  a  grand  total  days'  attendance  of  140,865,  and  in  the  summer 
**^  registered,  with  a  total  days*  attendance  of  141,517, 
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Ihe  number  of  pupils  at  school  on  an  average  for  time  in  session  in 
the  winter  was  ISST,  and  in  the  summer  1870. 

Port  Mouton  Island  Section  has  erected  a  suitable  building,  and  will 
have  it  ready  for  use  next  summer. 

Western  Head  Section  has  at  last  completed  its  new  house,  and  will 
open  it  for  school  after  the  holidays. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meetings^  as  received  from  the  differ- 
ent Sections,  are  painful  evidence  of  hard  times. 

Many  Sections  have  voted  nothing ;  a  few  have  reduced  the  number 
of  teachers,  and  by  way  of  compensation  to  the  remaining  staff  have  cut 
down  their  salaries ;  while  nearly  all  have  voted  a  less  sum  than  at 
previous  meetings,  which  must  seriously  retard  the  progress  and  impair 
the  efficiency  of  the  schools. 

Teachers, — The  majority  of  the  teachers  have  labored  faithfully  and 
successfully,  and  have  brought  their  schools  to  a  highly  creditable  state 
of  efficiency. 

The  more  improved  methods  of  instruction  are  rapidly  being  adopted 
by  teachers  who  have  not  had  the  advantage  of  a  professional  training. 
The  abundance  of  teachers  proves  to  be  a  stimulus  to  the  acting  staff, 
who  feel  the  necessity  of  continued  and  increased  exertion,  in  order  to 
maintain  their  professional  reputation  and  retain  their  positions,  which, 
I  am  pleased  to  say,  depends  more  upon  merit  and  success  than  upon 
religious  prejudice  or  political  preferment. 

If  any  have  failed  to  produce  the  results  anticipated,  it  was  due 
xatber  to  lack  of  training  and  want  of  tact  in  illustrating  and  explaining, 
than  to  any  apathy  or  indifference  to  their  work. 

I  communicated  with  the  Grade  B  teachers,  with  a  view  to  the 
organization  of  a  Teachers'  Institute  in  this  county,  but  as  the  burden 
of  the  work  would  necessarily  fall  upon  the  few  male  teachers  of  that 
grade,  I  did  not  meet  with  a  response  sufficiently  encouraging  to  arrange 
a  programme  of  exercises  for  the  first  meeting.  The  new  arrangement 
in  the  inspectoral  districts  will  obviate  this  difficulty.  The  County 
Academy  has  received  a  most  valuable  addition  to  its  staff  of  teachers  in 
J.  D.  Sprague,  a  thoroughly  practical  and  successful  instructor,  who 
succeeds  Mr.  McKittrick  in  the  preparatory  department,  and  his  work 
is  highly  and  justly  appreciated.  No  change  has  been  made  in  the 
other  departments,  with  the  exception  of  reducing  the  number  of  teach- 
ers, increasing  their  labor,  crowding  the  rooms,  and  arresting  the  pro- 
gress of  the  pupils.  The  academic  department,  though  satisfactorily 
conducted  by  Mr.  Patillo,  does  not  confer  upon  the  county  at  large  the 
benefits  that  the  act  originally  contemplated,  nor  are  its  advantages 
commensurate  with  the  large  outlay  of  public  money,  inasmuch  as  few 
non-residents  of  the  Section  avail  themselves  of  the  superior  facilities  it 
is  supposed  to  afiord. 

When  we  recall  to  miud  the  many  poor  sections  in  want  of  the  most 
necessary  and  indispensable  apparatus,  it  is  easy  to  find  a  place  for  the 
appropriation  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  additional  aid,  without  lavishing 
it  all  on  the  wealthiest  Section. 

Returns. — The  B  returns  have  at  last  been  abolished,  and  we  natu- 
ral Iv  look  for  more  reliable  statistics,  ns  coin  piled  from  the  remaininj 
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A  returns.  These  latter  documentSy  I  regret  to  say,  still  betray  much 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  some  teachers,  who  assume  the  responsibility 
of  filling  in  and  forwarding  the  returns  to  my  office,  without  even  sub- 
mitting them  for  examination  to  the  trustees,  farther  than  to  obtain 
heir  signatures.  This  custom  is  apparent  from  the  fact  that  many 
questions  that  any  intelligent  trustee  could  answer  are  unanswered. 
More  care  might  be  bestowed  upon  the  returns,  if  the  teacher  and 
trustees  would  bear  in  mind,  that  although  they  may  despatch  their 
work  with  a  little  guessing,  the  errors  can  all  be  discovered  by  the 
inspector  in  filling  in  his  abstracts,  for  certain  columns  must  agree. 

The  record  of  visitation  on  the  registers  of  some  schools  still  betrays 
a  culpable  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  trustees.  I  have  not  unfre- 
^uently  found  that,  in  some  sections,  these  officials  have  not  visited  the 
school  once  during  the  entire  term,  tn  previous  reports  I  have  men- 
tioned the  beneficial  effects  of  a  system  of  thorough  and  regular  visita- 
tion, whereby  both  the  teacher  and  the  pupils  are  stimulated  to  greater 
activity  and  interest  in  their  work. 

The  too  frequent  change  of  teachers  interferes  with  the  progress  of 
the  pupils.  A  temporary  derangement  in  the  management  and  classifi- 
cation of  the  school  must  necessarily  follow.  With  a  change  of  teach- 
ers not  unfrequently  comes  a  change  of  books,  a  change  of  work,  and 
consequently  much  extravagant  expenditure  of  time* 

Attendance. — I  can  report  very  little  change  for  the  better  in  the 
matter  of  attendance.  My  conviction  is  still  the  same,  that  this  is  un- 
doubtedly the  greatest  hindrance  to  educational  advancement  in  our 
schools.  On  referring  to  this  subject  in  my  semi-annual  report  to  the 
commi8sioners,my  attention  was  called  to  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Board 
at  a  previous  meeting,  that ''  Whereas  the  evil  of  irregular  attendance 
in  our  schools  through  the  indifference  of  parents  is  seriously  retarding 
the  educational  progress  of  our  county,  and  threatens  to  defeat  the  pres- 
ent school  system  in  its  very  aim  and  purpose.  Resolved^  that  in  the 
cpinion  of  this  Board  a  compulsory  enactment  should  no  longer  be 
delayed.** 

The  sentiments  of  the  Commissioners  on  this  question  remain  un- 
changed. 

Next  to  irregular  attendance  as  a  hindrance  to  the  work,  is  the  want 
of  suitable  books  and  apparatus.  This  difficulty  can  be  easily  removed 
if  the  trustees  would  strictly  carry  out  the  regulations  of  the  Council  and 
provide  these  requisites  with  the  school  funds,  and  keep  them  as  school 
property. 

One  can  readily  conceive  the  confusion  that  a  multiplicity  of  text- 
books must  introduce  into  the  school  room. 

No  teacher  can  classify  a  school  in  which  every  scholar  comes  with 
a  different  text-book. 

When  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  takes  this  matter  in  hand,  re- 
commends one  series  of  books  and  excludes  the  rest,  then  we  may  look 
forward  to  a  better  state  of  things. 

The  schools  in  general  have  made  the  usual  rate  of  progress  in  the 
various  branches  taught.  In  my  former  reports,  I  have  freely  criticized 
the  modes  of  instruction  in  the  elementary  branches,  and  shall  at  present 


52 


EDUCATION— inspectors'  REPORTS. 


withhold  any  iiirther  strictures  or  suggestions  save  upon  one  subject, 
that  of  Rtading.. 

In  this  branch  especially  much  improrement  has  been  made,  and  yet 
there  is  room  for  still  more  advancement. 

Pleasing  and  eifective  reading  can  be  secured  if  the  teacher  will  but 
see  that  the  scholars  have  a  clear  conception  of  the  sentiment  of  the 
piece ;  then  with  the  aid  of  the  imagination  they  will  read  as  naturally 
as  though  they  were  reading  their  own  composition.  The  teacher's  own 
example  in  reading  is  a  most  important  aid  to  the  pupils  in  learning 
the  distinction  of  inflection  and  modulation  of  the  voice  to  sxdt  the 
sentiment  of  the  piece.  If  the  teacher  should  be  an  indifferent  reader, 
then  the  natural  tones  of  voice  of  the  pupil,  as  employed  in  common 
conversation,  are  safe  guides. 

Precepts  and  Rhetorical  rules  &il  to  give  the  varying  shades  of  ex- 
pression which  accompany  the  emotions. 

The  pupil  must  be  broken  from  the  habit  of  reading  in  a  sing-song 
and  monotonous  strain,  by  imitating  the  easy  and  modulated  tones  of  the 
teacher. 

A  good  elocutionist  will  exhibit  to  you  a  class  of  good  readers. 

One  other  subject.  The  sanitary  condition  of  our  school  houses 
and  premises^  deserves  the  attention  of  all  school  of&cials.  I  have  not 
unfrequently  visited  school  rooms  in  which  an  utter  disregard  of  the 
laws  of  health  and  the  lives  of  the  children  was  apparent,  both  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher  and  trustees.  The  air  in  some  of  those  rooms  waa 
loathsome  and  impure,  ventilation  was  disregarded,  and  disinfectants  and 
precautionary  measures  entirely  ignored,  and  the  house  and  surround- 
ings simply  hot  beds  fof  the  propagation  of  infectious  diseases.  To  re- 
peat an  observation  made  in  a  previous  report,  ''  ray  experience  in  this 
matter  justifies  me  in  urging  upon  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  the 
carrying  out  of  the  suggestion  of  W.  S.  Darragh,  to  constitute  every  In- 
spector a  health  officer,  required  to  enforce  an  efficient  system  of 
hygiene  in  our  schools.''  Taking  a  retrospective  glance  at  the  schools 
in  Queen's  since  1874  when  my  duties  as  Inspector  began,  it  is  gratify- 
ing, in  tl^e  face  of  the  darkening  cloud  of  financial  embaitassment  that 
has  with  strange  fatality  overshadowed  the  prospect  of  our  county,  to 
be  able  to  report  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  schools  both  in  number 
and  efficiency. 

The  following  figures  show  the  increase  in  the  number  of  schools 
since  1874: — 


Winter. 

1874 81  schools. 

1875 87 

1876 40 

1877 46 

1878 48 

1879 49 


tt 


it 


it 


it 


tt 


Summer. 

1874 45  schools. 

1875 47 

1876 49 

1877 60 

1878, 54 

1879.. 65 


it 


tt 


tt 
tt 


tt 


In  view  of  the  reorganization  of  the  Inspectoral  work  throughout  the 
province,  and  the  closing  of  my  labors  as  an  official,  allow  me  in  con- 
clusion to  kind]y  acknowledge  your  prompt  and  courteous  attention  to 
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all  correspondence  pertaining  to  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 
I  would  also  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  many  friends  whose  hos- 
pitality was  so  generously  extended  to  me  during  my  visitations,  as  well 
as  to  the  Commissioners  whose  gratiutous  services  to  the  public  deserve 
an  expression  of  something  more  tangible  than  the  thanks  of  the  In- 
spector, assuring  them  also  of  my  gratitude  for  their  interest  in  my 
I>er8onaI  welfare  in  petitioning  the  representatives  and  recommending 
me  for  reappointment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  Andrews. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

SuperinteiideTU  of  EduccUion. 


RICHMOND     COUNTY. 
[no  report  received.] 


SHELBURNE     COUNTY. 
A.  C.  A.  DoANE,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  my  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
Schools  of  this  county  for  the  year  just  closed. 

The  number  of  Sections  remains  the  same  as  last  reported.  Schools 
have  been  conducted  in  sixty-one  of  these  some  portion  of  the  year. 
The  remaining  five  Sections  are  thinly  populated  and  without  school 
houses. 

At  Middle  Ohio  and  East  Green  Harbor  Sections,  houses  have  been 
erected^  and  sufficient  done  towards  their  completion  to  enable  the 
trustees  to  open  Schools  during  the  summer  term.  Other  houses  have 
been  repaired  and  improved  seats  and  desks  provided.  With  respect 
to  the  latter  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  too  frequently  they  are  faulty  in 
construction,  both  seats  and  desks  being  too  high,  and  otherwise  un- 
adaptedto  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  the  pupils. 

School  grounds  have  not  received  much  attention.  There  are  several 
only  partly  cleared,  and  few  that  have  been  enclosed  or  properly  arran- 
ged for  the  convenience  and  amusement  of  the  pupils.  In  some  Sections 
the  only  play  ground  is  the  public  highway. 

Of  books  and  school  apparatus  the  supply  in  most  cases  is  tolerably 
good,  in  a  few  it  is  still  inadequate.  As  a  general  thing  sufEcient  black 
board  surface  is  not  provided.     In  some  instances  it  is  so  faulty  as  to 
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be  unfit  for  use.  Mapi  of  the  Hemispheres  and  Nova  Scotia  are  found 
in  most  of  the  Schools,  but  they  are  still  wanted  in  a  few  others.  More 
dictionaries  and  useful  text-books  for  reference  are  also  needed.  If  the 
Boards  of  Commisiioaers  could  be  authorized  to  reserve  a  portion  of  the 
County  Fund  and  apply  it  to  the  purchase  of  necessary  books  and 
apparatus,  it  would  tend  to  promote  successful  teaching  where  it  ia  now 
retarded  by  the  lack  of  proper  material. 

The  number  of  schools  and  the  pupils  registered  will  be  best  shown 
l^  the  following  table : — 


.c„c,^ 

BKOIBTXBKtl 

OBAND  TOTAL 
DAYS. 

Winter  Term  .... 
Summer  Term  .... 

65 
66 

«,907 
i,698 

I8I!,90S 

186,748 

The  number  iu  attendance  some  part  of  the  year  was  3,511. 

This  table  shews  fewer  pupils  registered,  but  a  larger  average  and 
grand  total. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  at  school,  taken  from  the  number 
present  some  part  of  the  year,  is  1  in  S.3.  In  the  Sections  without 
Schools  there  are  not  more  than  sixty  children  altogether,  so  it  may  be 
seen  that  but  few  iu  the  county  are  deprived  of  school  privileges. 

The  number  and  grades  of  teachers  were  as  follows : — 


HALW. 

nUALKS. 

A. 

"■ 

C. 

D. 

Total. 

B. 

c. 

t). 

E. 

Total. 

Winter  Term.  .  . 

I 

8 

9 

« 

ao 

S 

so 

15 

7 

44 

Summer  Term .... 

1 

6 

3 

10 

1 

SI 

SI 

13 

56 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  proportion  of  male  to  female  teachers  was, 
in  winter,  less  than  half,  and  in  summer  less  than  one-fifth,  of  the  total 
number  employed.  Only  eight  of  the  male  teachers  were  engaged 
during  the  full  year. 

Young  men  seem  to  be  withdrawing  from  or  avoiding  the  teaching  pro- 
fession, and  seeking  more  lucrative  employment  elsewhere,  while  their 
places  are  being  filled  by  young  women  who,  though  oflen  very  efficient, 
are  not  likely  to  continue  permanently. 

The  salaries  of  male  teachers,  from  trustees,  have  varied  from  ISO  to 
600  dollars,  and  of  females  from  60  to  300  dollars.  Good  teachers  get 
the  higher  salaries  and  the  young  and  lees  skilful  the  lower.  There  are 
at  present  sufficient  teachers  for  all  the  schools,  but  what  is  eapedall; 
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needed  ii  more  of  the  better  class.  Trustees  are  willing  to  offer  much 
larger  salaries  when  they  are  confident  g09d  work  will  be  done  in  the 
schoolroom.  Where  teachers  of  marked  ability  are  located^  we  usually 
find  more  regular  attendance  of  pupils,  more  progressive  improvement, 
and  more  interest  on  the  part  of  parents  and  trustees.  The  necessity  of 
thoroughly  trained  teachers  is  therefore  very  apparent,  and  we  cannot 
but  kindly  urge  those  who  are  aspiring  to  the  office  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  superior  professional  instruction  obtainable  at  the  Normal  School, 
and  by  unremitting  application  become  qualified  for  the  duties  they  pur- 
pose to  assume. 

With  respect  to  general  progress,  it  is  believed  this  has  been  continu- 
ous in  most  schools  throug^hout  the  year. 

Reading  has  been  more  carefully  taught  than  formerly.  Last  winter 
a  few  of  our  teachers  availed  themselves  of  an  opportunity  afforded  for 
receiving  instruction  from  an  elocutionist.  The  advantages  were  evident, 
and  the  effects  were  soon  manifest  in  the  better  reading  of  their  pupils. 
Some  others  have  obtained  that  useful  little  drill-book  Lewis'  "  How  to 
Bead,"  and  express  themselves  a»  having  derived  much  benefit  from  the 
directions  given. 

Spelling,  since  the  excitement  aroused  by  spelling  matches  a  few 
years  ago,  has  secured  more  than  usual  attention ;  rival  contests  in  the 
schools  are  still  indulged  in,  and  a  desire  to  excel  in  the  exercises  is  a 
marked  feature  of  the  class  work. 

In  writing,  we  do  not  find  as  much  improvement  as  was  anticipated. 
This  doubtless  is  in  part  owing  to  an  insufficient  supply  of  stationery 
and  to  injudicious  classification,  yet  from  the  fact  that  the  writing  in 
some  schools  much  surpasses  that  in  others  of  equal  standing  in  other 
respects,  it  is  inferred  that  in  the  latter  there  has  been  a  lack  of  proper 
instruction  and  careful  watchfulness. 

A  decided  improvement  is  manifest  in  arithmetic,  especially  in  the 
thoroughness  of  the  work  accomplished.  The  blackboard  is  brought 
more  into  requisition  in  explanation,  and  pupils  are  better  taught  to 
understand  the  practical  bearing  of  the  exercises  given  them. 

I  cannot  say  much  about  the  instruction  in  music.  It  is  mostly  prac- 
tised by  note  in  schools  where  the  teachers  are  themselves  singers. 
Some  lessons  were  given  to  the  pupils  of  the  Shelbume  Town  schools 
by  an  itinerant  music  teacher  last  summer.  These  proved  very  satis- 
factory, and  created  considerable  interest  on  the  subject  in  the 
community.  If  similar  teaching  would  be  given  in  all  our  schools, 
music  would  soon  attain  a  more  prominent  position  in  them  and  be 
more  assiduously  cultivated.  * 

In  the  other  branches  taught,  such  as  Grammar^  Geography^  History^ 
Geometry  and  Algebra,  it  is  evident  a  very  fair  amount  of  progress  has 
leen  made^  as  evinced  by  the  County  competitive  examinations  held  at 
the  close  of  the  past  two  winter  terms.  Pupils  from  the  Academy 
and  other  public  schools  of  the  county  entered  eagerly  into  the  intellec- 
tual contest^  and  acquitted  themselves  so  creditably  as  to  merit  the 
general  commendation  of  the  large  number  of  spectators  present  and 
receive  the  encomiums  of  the  examiners. 

The  schools  in  Shelburne  Town  have  been  very  successfully  con- 
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ducted,  good  teachers  being  employed  in  all  the  departments.  The 
Academy  under  the  control  of  J.  S.  Morton,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  has  been  well 
attended,  and  continued  advancement  has  been  observable  throughout 
the  year.  We  regret  that  so  efficient  a  teacher  should  have  been  led  to 
abandon  a  position  he  seemed  so  eminently  fitted  to  occupy. 

The  school  at  Lockeport,  now  enlarged  to  three  departments,  is  pro* 
gressing  favorably.  Osborne,  Sable  and  Jordan  Schobls  are  also  in  good 
working  order.  Several  of  the  schools  of  the  Barrington  District,  such, 
as  the  Head,  Hibbard's  Brook,  Passage  and  Doctor's  Cove,  have  been 
admirably  conducted,  and  the  exhibit  of  proficiency  among  the  pupils  is  a 
truthful  reflex  of  the  energy  and  ability  of  the  teachers.  It  would  be  a 
pleasure  to  name  other  schools  where  good  service  has  been  performed 
did  space  permit,  but  these  will  suffice  to  shew  that  our  schools  are,  on 
the  whole,  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  the  expectations  for  the  future 
are  fully  as  hopeful  as  they  have  been  at  any  time  in  the  past. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Commissioners  for 
their  kindly  advice  and  assistance  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 
These  gentlemen  often  attend  from  a  distance  at  considerable  incon- 
venience and  expense,  and  their  self-sacrificing  labors  merit  the  gratitude 
of  the  county. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.   C.   A.   DoANE. 

David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D.,^ 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


VICTORIA  COUNTY. 
Rev.  K.  Mackenzie,  Inspector. 

Sir. — The  following  is  my  Report  as  to  the  public  schools  of 
Victoria  for  the  year  ended  October  81st,  1879 : — 

The  number  of  school  sections  now  in  the  County  (Dec.  1879),  is 
81.  Three  of  these  having  been  created  during  the  last  two  semi- 
annual meetings  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners ;  two  of  them 
at  the  May  meeting,  by  dividing  the  section  of  North  River  into  two 
sections,  designated  respectively  :  •*  North  River,  No.  64,"  and  "  Mea- 
dow, N.  River,  No.  80  ;"  and  that  of  Kempt  Head  into  two  named, 
*'  Kempt  Head  East,  No.  44,"  and  "  Kempt  Head  West,  No.  79 ;"  and 
at  the  late  November  meeting  that  of  Big  Bras  d'Or^  into  two,  namely 
"Sea  View  No.  41,  and  Black  Rock,  No.  81." 

The  two  formier  had  been  supplied  with  two  school  houses  in  each, 
so  located  that  no  change  of  site  was  required  in  consequence  of  the 
division. 

With  regard  to  the  Big  Bras  d*Or  section,  it  appeared  to  the  Com- 
missioners that  the  only  way  likely  to  restore  peace  and  harmony  in  said 
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aection  was  in  granting  a  division  with  which  the  rate-payers  at  both 
sides  of  section  appear  now  to  be  satisfied. 

Sea  View  section  is  only  about  two  miles  in  lengthy  but  is  quite 
capable  of  sustaining  an  efficient  school.  The  other,  sparsely  set- 
tled, is  about  4  miles  in  length. 

There  were  during  the  Winter  term  70  schools  in  operation,  and  dur- 
ing the  Summer  71,  giving  employment  each  term  to  a  similar  number 
of  teachers. 

The  following  table  presents  the  grade,  sex,  and  number  of  teachers 
employed  during  the  year,  yiz : — 

Winter  Term. 

A.       B.        C.        D.        E.  Total. 

Males 1         6         18         16        0—36)  ^^ 

Females 12        13        9—34  J  ^" 

Summer  Term. 

A.       B.        C.         D.         E.  Total 

Males 1        6         15         18        0—40)    ^^ 

I'emales 11         12        8— 81 5    '" 

The  number  that  taught  in  the  same  section  as  during  the  previous 
C;erm  was,  for  the  Winter,  89 ;  Summer,  47 ;  that  removed  to  a  new 
action  :  Winter,  25  ;  Summer,  23;  of  new  teachers  engaged:  Winter, 
€ ;  Summer,  1. 

The  average  salary  of  male  teachers  from  all  sources  annually,  of 

grade  B,  was $235 

"     C,  was 190 

"     D,  was 156 

Of  female  teachers  of  grade  C,  was 180 

"  "  "      D,  was 151 

*'  "  "       E,  was Ill 

As  grade  E,  from  the  end  of  the  school  year  just  closed,  is  discon- 
tinued, there  will  be  hereafter  in  all  probability  a  nearer  approach  to 
quality  in  the  payment  of  male  and  female  teachers. 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  during  the  winter  term  was  2380, 
«nd  during  the  summer,  2321.  The  total  number  of  difierent  pupils 
registered  during  the  year  was  2808,  being  in  proportion  to  the  popula- 
tion of  the  County  (census  1871)  at  school,  equal  to  1  for  every  4th 
person. 

The  County  Academy  continues  under  the  charge  of  T.  S.  McLean, 
2.  A,  with  the  preparatory  and  elementary  departments  taught  by  Miss 
McEenzie  and  Miss  McLean,  respectively. 

It  does  about  the  usual  amount  of  educational  work. 

The  following  number  of  candidates  competed  at  the  examination  of 
teachers  at  Baddeck,  in  July  last,  viz., — for  grade  A,  two,  being  gradu- 
ates, one  of  Dalhousie,  Halifax,  and  the  other  Kings,  Windsor,  the  sub- 
jects for  them  were,  ''  teaching  and  school  management." 
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Thej  succeeded  with  a  good  average^ S 

There  were,  who  competed  for  grade  B,     •     •     •     •    S 

€€  t€  €i  €€  **  **         C     •  .         •         •     9 

€t        u        it         it         "      *'    D,    ;    .    .    •    9 

%t 

Only  one  of  those  who  sought  to  obtain  grade  6^  obtained  any  grade, 
t.  e,y  G ;  the  average  marks  attained  being  50,  but  being  less  a  unit  in 
one  of  the  branches  than  that  required  by  the  standard,  the  result  was 
as  above  stated.     Only  one  other  who  sought  C,  obtained  D. 

The  rules  of  examination,  had,  of  course,  been  strictly  observed,  and 
the  candidates,  as  became  them,  showed  no  disposition  to  use  any  unfair 
means.  I  only  regret  that  their  faithfulness,  honesty,  and  strict  acUierence 
to  rule,  have  not  been  rewarded  by  a  greater  measure  of  success. 

It  is  cause  of  regret  that  even  common  school  education  throughout 
this  county  still  continues  to  receive  so  little  of  that  cordial  and  liberal 
support  which  its  successful  progress  imperatively  demands ;  but  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  under  the  new  arrangements  which  are  being  introduced, 
its  advancement  may  be  more  rapid  in  future  than  it  has  been  in  the 
past,  and  that  the  people  generally  will  thoroughly  awake  to  the  advan- 
tages of  imparting  to  the  rising  youth  the  inestimable  blessings  which 
a  sound  and  complete  education  is  fitted  to  unfold. 

The  Board  of  School  Commissioners  in  this  district  has  sustained^ 
during  the  past  year,  in  the  death  of  its  respected  chairman,  Alex. 
Taylor,  Senr.,  Esq.,  a  great  loss.  A  committee  was  appointed  at  the 
late  meeting  to  draw  out  a  minute  expressive  of  appreciation  of  his 
services,  suitable  to  be  recorded  on  the  minutes,  as  a  grateful  tribute 
to  his  memory. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  state  that  the  meetings  of  the 
Board,  have,  during  the  past  5^  years,  been  well  attended.  There 
were  present  of  members  at  the  one  held  in  November  last,  14.  On 
n  average  at  11  semi-annual  meetings  and  one  special  meeting,  there 
were  not  less  than  10  commissioners  present, — all  manifesting  due 
interest  in  the  various  subjects  submitted  for  their  consideration,  and  a 
strong  desire  to  do  in  the  circumstances  what  appeared  to  them  best 

I  have  again  gratefully  to  acknowledge  much  kindness  and  hospi- 
tality wherever  I  had  occasion  to  go  during  my  inspection  tours  through- 
out the  county.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

K.  McEjsnzis. 
To  David  Aluson,  Esa*  Ll.D., 
Superintendent  of  Education. 
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YARMOUTH    COUNTY. 
G.  J.  Fabish^  M.  T).,  Itupector. 

Sir, — ^This  is  the  fifteenth  time  I  have  made  my  annual  report  to  the 
department,  and  there  is  little  left  for  me  now  but  to  travel  ^er  the 
same  oft-trodden  ground, — to  say  that  the  schools  of  this  county  are 
steadily,  although  slowly,  progressing  in  numbers  and  efficiency, — and 
that  the  excessively  depressed  state  of  business  is  having  a  very  injuri- 
ous effect  upon  the  cause  of  education. 

As  regards  the  number  of  teachers  and  scholars,  we  have  slightly 
exceeded  that  of  1878  ;  but  in  nearly  every  other  particular  we  remain 
stationary.  The  greatest  change  to  be  observed,  and  one  of  more  im- 
portance than  any  other,  is  in  **  attendance ; "  the  number  of  days' 
attendance  during  the  last  term,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  pupils, 
is  in  excess  of  any  other  term  since  the  passing  of  the  Act.  This  is 
encouraging. 

Another  advance  is  in  the  general  efficiency  of  the  teachers.  They 
are,  as  a  rule,  all  that  could  be  required  of  them,  according  to  their 
grade.  As  in  all  other  professions,  so  in  this  of  teaching,  there  are  a 
few  who  are  out  of  their  place,  and  who  would  be  better  engaged  in 
some  other  employment 

The  abolition  of  all  grade  E  licenses  by  the  Government,  and  the 
cancelling  of  all  permissive  ones,  are  moves  in  the  right  direction.  The 
teaching  profession  cannot  be  brought  up  to  its  proper  standard  with 
these  drawbacks  existing.  Inefficient  teachers,  with  even  no  pretensions 
to  ability,  have  long  enough  been  competing  with  those  properly  quali- 
fied, and  have  often  succeeded  in  ousting  them  firom  their  positions 
from  the  mere  fact  that  they  can  afford  to  work  for  about  half  price ; — 
and  even  those  wages  are  more  than  they  are  worth.  I  am  happy  to 
say,  there  is  not  at  this  moment  employed  in  the  county  of  Yarmouth 
a  single  teacher  or  assistant  who  does  not  hold  a  legally  obtained  license 
of  grade  D  or  upwards. 

There  are  70  Sections  in  the  county,  and  all  except  2  are  provided 
with  school  houses.  Most  of  them  are  of  a  superior  order.  Even  the 
smallest  are  well  suited  for  their  purpose,  and  generally  furnished  with 
apparatus,  but  not  to  the  extent  required  for  proper  work.  The  defici- 
ent Sections  are  too  poor  and  too  indifferent,  and  nothing  can  be  ex- 
pected from  them  during  the  present  prevailing  hard  times. 

The  change  in  returns  is  a  great  boon  to  the  Inspectors.  No  one 
can  imagine  the  labor  and  vexation  attending  the  correcting  and  filling 
up  of  those  old  B  returns  for  so  many  years.  Nearly  the  whole  work 
for  the  county  devolved  upon  myself,  for  the  trustees  either  could  not 
do  it,  or  would  not  be  at  the  trouble.  I  do  not  say  that  the  returns 
and  abstracts  are  yet  perfect ;  they  do  not  meet  every  case. 

The  new  reading-books  are  in  general  use  to  the  complete  exclusion 
of  all  others.  The  ''  Boyal "  series  having  been  first  introduced  is 
more  generally  used ;  while  the  **  Maritime/'  equally  valuable,  and  in 
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most  respects  superior^  holds  its  own  ground  where  it  is  best  known. 
I  recommend  these,  especially  the  new  No.  6^  to  the  favorable  notice 
of  trustees  and  teachers. 

The  frequent  change  of  text-books  is^  however^  to  be  condemned, 
not  because  the  old  ones  are  best,  but  because  of  the  cost  it  entails  upon 
the  people.  It  will  be  a  difficult  matter  to  compel  the  change  in  poor 
and  s^ttered  sections,  where  any  book  may  be  better  than  none  ;  while 
in  the  more  wealthy,  the  cost  should  not  be  a  bar  to  the  introduction 
of  the  very  best  works  on  every  subject  taught  in  the  schools.  There 
is  room  for  still  further  improvement^  especially  in  the  introduction  of 
those  other  valuable  works  which  have  been  lately  published  in  Toronto, 
and  offered  to  us  at  so  low  a  rate.  McLellan's  excellent  books  might 
be  authorized,  and  Swinton  and  Mmou  should  take  the  place  of  Lennie 
and  McCabe.  If  in  poor  Sections  the  old  books  cannot  be  laid  aside  at 
once,  the  regulation  might  be  so  modified  that  no  more  of  the  same 
kind  should  be  introduced,  leaving  the  old  ones  to  be  gradually  super- 
ceeded  by  the  new  and  more  approved. 

Judging  by  the  number  of  applications  I  receive  from  other  Counties, 
I  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  higher  salaries  are  paid  here  than  in 
other  parts  of  the  Province.  It  is  but  fair,  howeter,  that  we  should 
give  our  own  people  the  preference,  and  I  have  always  followed  that 
course.  The  mean  salaries  from  both  Section  and  Government  sources 
during  the  two  terms  of  the  year  1879  were  as  follows : — 

Grade  B,  $594 ;  grade  C,  $337 ;  grade  D,  $232,  grade  E,  $162. 

No  change  has  been  made  or  even  proposed  in  the  bounds  of  School 
Sections  lately.  The  Commissioners  rightly  consider  that  no  alterations 
are  required,  and  the  people  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  them  as  they 
exist.  A  movement  is  on  foot  to  unite  the  three  Town  Sections  under 
one  general  management,  each  section  retaining  its  present  individu- 
ality. There  is  much  to  be  said  in  favor  of  the  proposal,  but  it  naturally 
meets  with  some  opposition  as  all  new  movements  do.  The  promoters 
of  the  scheme  insist  that  the  arrangement  will  be  more  effibient  and 
cheaper  than  the  present  plan  of  isolating  the  three  portions  of  the  town 
as  if  they  were  miles  apart,  instead  of  forming  one  continuous  settle- 
ment. Several  meetings  of  the  Commissioners,  Trustees  and  others  in- 
terested, have  already  been  held,  and  the  plan  fully  discussed. 

The  subscriptions  to  the  Canada  School  Journal  end  with  this  year  ; 
and  although  the  paper  was  much  liked  and  approved  of  by  the  teachers, 
I  do  not  think  the  list  for  1880  will  again  swell  up  to  105,  the  number 
of  subscribers  for  1879. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed,  the  number  of  pupils  registered, 
the  branches  taught  in  the  schools,  will  all  be  found  by  any  one  requir- 
ing the  information  in  the  several  tables  to  be  published  by  you  in  your 
Keport,  and  need  not  be  repeated  here. 

It  seems  needless  also  to  go  into  the  long  story  of  the  defects  in 
teaching,  which  are  to  be  observed  in  all  schools.  These  errors  have 
been  pointed  out  again  and  again  by  all  the  Inspectors,  and  still,  with 
many,  they  remain  as  before  uncorrected.  New  teachers  have  taken  the 
place  of  those  who  have  long  since  retired  from  the  platform  ;  and  I 
find  that  under  the  Normal  school  teacher  of  to-day,  self-sufficient,  and 
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armed  with  a  diploma^  the  little  child  reads  and  writes  in  exactly  the 
same  style  as  I  and  my  young  companions  performed  the  like  irksome 
duties^  sitting  beside  our  village  '^  school  master,"  more  than  60  years 
ago.     "  History  repeats  itself." 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient, 

G.  J.  Parish. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superinteniient  of  Education, 
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APPENDIX   C. 


Report  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners. 


CHAIRMAN'S   REPORT. 

Office  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  1 
FOR  THE  City  of  Halifax.  j 

To  David  Alllson,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education  for  t7u  Province  of  Nova  Scotia : 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  the  Report  of  the  Board 
of  School  Commissioners  for  the  year  ending  SIst  Oct.,  1879. 

The  accompanying  statistical  tables,  with  the  Supervisor's  Report, 
will  convey  to  you  a  tolerably  clear  representation  of  the  present 
position  of  the  City  Schools. 

On  the  whole^  I  think  I  am  warranted  in  stating  that  during  the 
year,  as  for  some  years  past,  the  Schools  have  genemlly  made  steady 
progress  in  efficiency. 

It  has  been  the  anxious  care  of  the  Board  not  only  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  Schools,  but  also  in  every  way  possible  to  reduce  the 
expenditure  wherever  it  could  be  done  without  impairing  their 
efficiency. 

Under  the  pressure  of  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  times,  the 
Board,  although  most  reluctantly,  felt  compelled  to  reduce  all  salaries 
ten  per  dent 

Certain  changes  were  also  made,  somewhat  different  perhaps  from 
what  the  Board  would  have  wished  under  happier  circumstances,  by 
which  a  considerable  sum  will  be  annually  saved  in  salaries. 

When  the  reduction  in  salaries  takes  effect,  the  saving  from  this 
source,  together  with  that  from  the  changes  referred  to,  will  amount 
to  over  $7,000  (seven  thousand  dollars)  per  annum. 

The  number  of  Teachers  has  been  reduced,  in  Albro  Street  School 
one,  in  Tower  Road  School  one,  in  HoUis  Street  School  one,  and  in 
Inglis  School  one ;  but  economy  in  this  direction  cannot  be  canied 
much  farther  without  infringing  the  terms  of  the  School  Act 

On  the  other  hand,  a  School  for  young  children  has  been  opened  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Coburg  Road,  the  district  being  rather 
populous  and  the  distance  from  other  Schools  being  too  far  for  little 
children  to  walk. 
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Whilst  the  sum  expended  on  the  city  Schools  is  undoubtedly  large, 
it  mast  be  borne  in  mind,  when  comparing  the  expenditure  with  that 
of  other  places,  that  whereas  the  school  buildings  in  some  places  are 
not  only  owned  but  paid  for,  the  Halifax  Board  has  either  to  rent 
school  houses,  or  pay  the  interest  on  money  borrowed  for  their  erec- 
tion. The  amount  expended  in  this  way  during  the  past  year 
amounted  to  over  $13,000  (thirteen  thousand  dollar^. 

During  the  past  year  the  Board  has  also  been  obliged  to  pay  inter- 
est amounting  to  $2,070  (two  thousand  and  seventy  dollars)  owing  to 
the  failure  of  the  city  to  pay  the  school  rates  promptly. 

The  City  Treasurer  not  only  holds  over  a  balance  from  the  pre- 
vious year,  refusing  to  pay  it  because  he  has  not  collected  it  (and 
there  seems  to  be  no  provision  made  for  it  in  the  following  year's 
assessment),  but  he  actually  uses  the  money  collected  for  school  pur- 
poses, for  other  purposes  oi  the  city,  and  the  School  Board  is  conse- 
quently obliged  to  borrow  money  to  pay  the  school  expenses. 

The  financial  year  commences  Ist  May,  and  on  31st  October,  1879, 
(six  months,)  the  amount  due  by  the  city  was  $39,633  (thirty-nine 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars),  being  over  $6,000 
(six  thousand  dollars)  more  than  the  proportion  of  the  city  assess- 
ment for  school  purposes  for  that  period. 

In  other  words,  the  city  makes  use  of  the  School  Board  as  a  means 
of  borrowing  money  for  its  necessities. 

The  expenditure  of  the  current  year  will  bcwithin  the  estimates. 
The  amount  of  $2,000  put  in  the  estimates  for  the  teaching  of  Free 
Hand  and  Mechanical  Drawing  was  not  appropriated,  but  negotiations 
are  in  progress  with  the  Technological  Institute,  whereby  the  public 
will  probably  derive  the  same  benefit  as  if  a  Teacher  had  been  ap- 
pointed, and  at  no  cost  to  the  Board  other  than  the  glinting  the  free 
use  of  a  room  for  the  classes  in  the  High  School  building. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  tables  that  the  number  of  registered  pupils 
in  the  Gbmmon  Schools  exceeds  that  of  the  year  ending  31st  October, 
1878,  by  seventy-eight,  whereas  the  average  daily  attendance  is  fifty- 
five  less. 

The  attendance  at  the  High  School  is  not  satisfactory,  being  only 
fifty-four ;  but  I  hope  that  such  steps  will  be  taken  by  the  Board  as 
will  put  this  School  in  a  more  satisfactory  position. 

The  new  High  School  building  wa^  taken  possession  of  in  January. 
It  has  been  constructed  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  anticipated 
increasing  requirements  of  the  city  for  higher  education,  and  is  one 
of  the  finest  buildings  in  the  city. 

Circumstances  are  at  present  unfavorable  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
High  School. 

For  some  years  past  Latin  has  been  taught  in  the  senior  depart- 
ments of  some  of  the  Common  Schools,  and  lads  entering  the  High 
School  had  already  made  considerable  progress  in  the  study  of  that 
language ;  but  the  Board  felt  that  the  teaching  of  Latin  in  the  Com- 
mon Schools  might  engross  too  much  attention,  te  the  detriment  of 
other  subjects,  especially  in  the  case  of  those  lads  whose  education 
ended  in  the  Common  Schools,  and  who  dM  r  .t  wish  to  study  Latin. 
It  WRS  tlion'rlit  also  to  be  injudicious,  s.  .*•  i '  /,  Hi-h  Scliool  had 
\>i}':n  esiiJ  :i:jhc(l  at  a  lav;re  expense,     'i-      .    ...iin;^c;r  Latin  in  the 
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Common  Schools  was  accordingly  discontinued,  and  the  Board  made 
arrangements  for  the  teaching  of  junior  classes  in  the  High  School, 
voting  a  salary  and  advertising  for  an  Assistant  Teacher. 

The  intention  of  the  Board  in  this  respect  was  not  carried  out,  and 
the  consequence  must  be  very  injurious,  if  not  fatal,  to  the  High 
School  if  no  change  is  made. 

Lads  who  intend  to  study  Classics  should  commence  certainly  not 
kUer  than  at  ten  or  eleven  years  of  age.  At  that  age,  however,  it  is 
almost  impossible  for  any  ordinary  lad  to  pass  properly  the  examin- 
ation required  for  admission  to  the  High  School.  Thus  no  provision 
is  made  in  the  Public  Schools  for  the  study  of  Classics,  except  at  a 
loss  of  time  such  as  very  few  can  afford  to  submit  to.  Consequently 
parents  who  wish  their  boys  to  studv  Classics  have  to  withdraw  them 
from  the  Public  Schools  and  make  other  arrangements,  which 
probably  result  in  these  boys  never  entering  the  BUgh  School  at  all. 

The  Board  has  been  deterred  from  (or  rather  has  deferred)  carry- 
ing out  its  intention  of  establishing  junior  classes  in  the  High  School 
by  the  dread  of  increased  expense.  It  is  now,  however,  apparent 
that  the  opposite  would  be  the  effect,  and  that  a  revenue  would  be 
derived  from  fees  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  expense.  Under 
present  circumstances,  the  establishment  of  junior  classes  is  essential 
to  the  very  existence  of  the  High  School 

The  Board  has  established,  for  the  winter,  an  Evening  School  for 
young  men  at  Beech  St^et,  at  an  expense  to  the  Board  of  twenty- 
five  dollars  per  month. 

The  Board  desires  to  express  its  deep  obligation  to  a  number  of 
young  ladies  who  give  their  services  in  teaching  an  Evening  School 
for  young  women  in  the  Salem  school  house,  and  also  to  some  young 
gentlemen  who  teach  a  number  of  grown  lads  in  the  Inglis  school 
house.  These  Schools  are  conducted  at  no  expense  to  the  Board,  with 
the  exception  of  a  small  sum  for  Books,  &c  The  good  done  is  incal- 
culable, a  large  proportion  of  the  scholars  being  sought  out  and 
compelled  to  attend  by  the  power  of  love. 

Tne  annual  examination  of  the  Public  Schools  took  place  in  April, 
with  the  exception  of  that  of  the  senior  departments  of  the  Common 
Schools  and  the  High  School,  which  were  examined  in  July.  Much 
more  time  was  occupied  than  on  former  occasions.  The  results  were 
generally  good,  and,  on  the  whole,  perhaps  more  satisfactory  than  in 
any  previous  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  J.  BREMNER, 

Chairman, 


Halifax,  N.  S.,  Ut  November,  1879. 
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SUPERVISOR'S  REPORT. 


For  the  Year  ended  SOth  Ootoher,  1879, 


^i^^___aa*fc^i.a>MdM> 


The  Boakd  op  School  Commissio^ebs  for  thk  Cirr  of  Halifax  : 

Tbe  returns  received  from  the  Public  Schools  of  this  city,  exclusive 
of  the  High  School,  for  the  year  ended  October  31, 1879,^pupply  the 
-following  information :— ^ 

■  •        •  •  • 

Winter  Term. 

During  tKe  Winter  Term,  ended  April  30, 1879,  82  Femaje  and  23 
Male  Teachers  were  employed,  making  a  total  of  105  persons  engaged 
in  imparting  instruction  to  the  children  of  this  city. 

Of  these,  5  held  the  Academic  License,  or  Grade  A ;  30  held  a  First 
Class  License,  or  Grade  B ;  60  held  a  Second  Class  License,  or  Grade 
C ;  7  held  ^  Third  Class  License,  or  Grade  D ;  2  held  a  License  of 
Qrade  E ;  1  taught  in  the  Industrial  School,  without  License. 

SxTHHBB  Term. 

Durins^the  Summer  Term^  ended  October  31, 1879,  82  Female  and 
23  Kale  Teachers  were  employed — ^total  105. 

0£  these,  5  held  the  Academic  License,  or  Grade  A;  31  held  a  Urtt 
Class  License,  or  Grade  B ;  59  held  a  Second  Class  License,  or  Grade 
C;  7  held  a  Third  Class  License,  or  Grade  D;  2  were  still  teaching 
under  Grade  E,  and  1  taught  in  the  IndusUial  School,  having  no 
Qrade. 

Winter  T«nn.      Bummer  Term. 

No.  of  Teachers 105  106 

"  Male  Teachers 28         .     23 

"  Female  Teachers , 82         .     82 

"  Male  Teachers  holding  Grade  A 4  4   . 

**  Female  Teachers  holdmg  Grade  A 1  1   * 

•*  Male  Teachers  holding  Grade  B 16  16 

"  Female  Teachers  holding  Grade  B 14  15 

"  Male  Teachers  holding  Grade  C. 1  1 

"  Female  Teachers  holding  Grade  C 59  58 

"  Male  Teachers  holding  Grade  D J      .  1 

"  Female  Teachers  holding  Grade  D 6  6 

<<  Female  Teachers  holding  Grade  E 2  2 

*"  Male  Teachers  having  no  Grade 1  1 
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ORADK  E. 

All  Qmcle  E  licenses  baring  been  cancelled  by  the  Council  of  Pub- 
lic InstmciioD,  it  becomes  my  dutj  to  inform  the  Board  that  three 
of  its  teachers  hare  now  no  license^  and  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Education  will,  in  future,  refuse  to  recognize  their  departments  as 
public  schools. 

lUFlLS  RXOISmtEB. 

The  number  of  pupils  returned  as  registered  for  the  term  just 
ended  (Oct.  81),  exclusive  of  the  pupils  in  the  High  School,  is  5,357  ;• 
and  the  average  dailj  attendance  is  reported  as  3,962.   This  will  give 
a  proportion  St  the  population  of  Eullifaz  City  at  school  of  about 
1  m  6,  and  an  average  of  about  51  registered  pupils  to  each  teacher. 

The  number  5,367  deduced  from  the  registers,  is  in  excess  of  the 
true  number  attending  our  schools  by  486.  This  appears  from  a 
report  of  the  number  ot  pupils  in  actual  attendance,  carefully  ascer- 
tained by  me  just  before  the  close  of  the  year,  for  a  special  puipoee, 
at  the  request  of  the  Board,  and  reported  at  a  meeting  held  Oct.  10^ 
1879. 

This  is  the  report  then  presented : — 

Exclusive  of  the  55  boys  attending  the  High  School,  there  are  to- 
^digr  in  actual  attendance  at  your  Schools  4871  Pupils,  taught  by  103 
'Taachers.  This  vdll  give  a  general  average  of  about  47  to  each 
'Teacher  employed. 

Aeaiian    School    has  165  Pupils  and  4  Teachers.    Average  4L 
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^As  Che  Acadian  School  is  now  increasing  in  numbers  and  useful- 
ness, 1  do  not  ^ink  it  advisable  to  reduce  the  number  of  its  teachers; 
•deducting  from  165  the  50  in  the  primary  class,  we  have  115  left  for 
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the  other  departmentB;  these  are  too  few  for  three  teachers,  but  rather 
too  many  for  two,  and  as  there  is  no  vacancy  just  now  in  the  other 
schools,  making  a  transfer  possible,  I  do  not  see  that  any  change  can 
be  effected  here  at  present. 

Albro  Street  has  501  pupils  and  11  teachers;  deducting  192,  the 
number  in  the  three  junior  departments,  there  remain  309  pupils  for 
eight  teachers,  giving  each  about  39  scholars.  1  have  therefore  pro- 
pped that  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  second  in  Albro  Street,  be  transferred  to 
the  Richmond  School,  as  Principal;  that  his  department  in  the  Albro 
Street  be  closed;  that  his  pupils  be  disposed  of  to  the  best  advantage  in 
other  classes,  and  that  Mr.  Abram  Archibald,  the  highly  efBcient 
Principal  of  Richmond  School,  be  appointed  Principal  of  the  Albro 
Street  School. 

The  pupils  in  the  Brunswick  Street  School  are  well  distributed  m 
point  of  numbers. 

The  Convent  Public  School  on  Summer  Street  has  one  department 
of  boys  45  in  number,  and  three  of  girls  numbering  122.  Of  these 
three,  the  primary  has  60,  leaving  62  in  the  remaming  two  depart- 
ments. Of  these  62,  about  40  are  from  the  neighborhood  of  St, 
Mary's  School.  I  propose  that  a  few  of  these  pupils  be  removed  to 
St.  Mary's,  thus  leaving  enough  to  make  one  good  class  under 
Madame  Hibbett,  and  that  Miss  OToole  be  transferred  to  St.  Mary's 
to  do  work  for  which  a  substitute  is  now  employed. 

The  average  attendance,  35,  in  the  HoUis  Street,  looks  small,  but 
the  number  can  be  increased  by  removing  some  of  the  90  in  the 
primary  department  of  St.  Marys.  I  do  not,  therefore,  recommend 
any  reduction  in  the  number  of  teachers  of  this  school. 

I  recommend  that  the  Inglis  School,  for  very  poor  children,  in 
Albemarle  Street,  be  continued.  If  this  school  were  closed,  the 
children  who  are  taught  here  would  not  attend  any  other  school,  and 
would  grow  up  in  ignorance  and  consequent  vice. 

The^  number  in  the  Morris  Street  School  haa  been  iocHBased  by  the 
tnuufer  of  boys  from  Tower  Road  and  the  dosing  of  one  department 
in  that  school,  as  suggested  by  me.  The  average  number  now  in 
Morris  Street  School  is  about  4f6  to  each  teacher. 

Richmond  School  has  239  in  attendance,  giving  about  48  to  each 
teacher. 

On  November  1st  Salem  School  will  assume  an  entirelv  different 
character  from  that  under  which  it  has  been  so  long  suffenng.  As  a 
part  of  St.  Patrick's,  and  with  two  efficient  teachers  in  it,  the  school 
will  do  good  work.  I  recommend  that  a  male  teacher  from  one  of 
the  other  schools  be  transferred  to  this  school,  and  that  the  vacancy 
in  the  staff  of  city  teachers,  made  by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Keleber, 
be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Donohoe,  a  teacher  of  experience 
and  a  holder  of  Grade  B  of  1879. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
OcL  KHk,  1879. 

The  following  table,  continued  from  last  Report,  exhibits  a  com- 
parative statement  of  the  number  of  enrolled  pupils,  and  of  the 
average  daily  attendance,  during  the  summer  term,  for  the  years 
ended  Oct  81, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878,  and  1879:— 
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ATTENDANCE. 

The  following  Teachers  show  a  percentage  of  75  and  opwarda  for 
the  year  ended  October  31,  1879. 


XGBICOLA  SISEET. 

Miss  Helen  Creighton 80.75 

Miss  Ida  Creighton 79.60 

SUssllaloan 76.97 

Misa  Cunningham 76.85 

ALBBO  STREET. 

Miss  Ansift  Mitchell 87.5 

Miss  Graham 86.5 

Mra.  Willi* 82.2 

MLeb  Mason ...80.17 

Mr.  Kennedy 79.20 

Mr.Mellish 78.95 

Mr.  Artz 77.72 

Miss  Bessie  Mitchell 76.4 

Miss  Johns 76.2 

bhunswick  street. 

Miss  Lo^n 79 

Miss  E.  Hamilton 76.7 


MissOosBip ........76     - 

Miss  Miller ;...T5;7'; 

Misa  McGregor 75  . 

COBtTBO  ROAD. 

Miss  Noble 75 

CONTEHT  (SUMHEat  STREET). 

Sister  Hartigan 82 

MORRIS  ETTRBBr. 

Mr.  Burbidge ...90 

Miss  McQueen 83 

MisaMcPhail 79.7 

Miss  Stewart 78.5 

Miss  Adams 77.5 

MissStratton 76 

tiATlOKAL 

Miss  Stanford 75.8 
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POOB  ASTLUH. 

Miss  Shields ..••.76 

RICHMOND. 

ilissHazel 81.7 

Miss  McGregor 77 

RUSSELL  STREET. 

Sister  Agatha 86 

Sister  M^ry  Anne 77 

Mr.  Walsh 76.5 

ST.  mart's. 

Sister  Cecilia 92 

Sister  Martina » . .  89 

Sister  Clementine 87.5 

Sister  Gabriel 86 

Sister  Margaret 85.5 

Sister  Cornelia 84 

Mr.  O'Hearn 83 

Miss  Torrey 78 

Mr.  Griffin 78 

Sister  Bernard 77.5 


Sister  Xavier 77 

Mr.  Burke 77 

ST.  PATRICK'S. 

Mr.  Scott 94 

Sister  Ambrose  92 

Sister  Michael /.87.5 

Miss  Warner 87.5 

Mrs.  Guinane 87.5 

Miss  Donovan 86 

Sister  Pius 84 

Sister  Felix 83 

Mr.  Doyle 82.5 

Mr.  Mooney .   82 

Sister  Helena 81.5 

Sister  Theresa. 80.5 

Mrs.  Coleman 79 

Miss  Sullivan 7P,5 

Sister  Maria 76 

TOWER  ROAD. 

Miss  Townsend 8a6 

Mr.  Archibald  •., 80 


The  Agricola  Street  School  has  five  Teachers;  four  of  these  show  a 
{)ercentage  of  attendance  in  excess  of  75  for  the  whole  year. 

Albro  Street  School  returned  at  the  end  of  the  Schod  year  eleven 
^teachers ;  nine  of  these  are  above  75. 

Brunswick  Street  School  has  ten  Teachers ;  five  of  these  have 
"reached  75,  against  onlv  three  reported  last  year,  an  improvement, 
^jertainly,  yet  five  are  below  the  mark. 

The  Convent  Public  School  (Summer  Street)  has  four  Teachers ;  one 
only  has  secured  a  high  number ;  the  other  three  have  failed  to  reach 
"75. 

Morris  Street  School  has  eleven  Teachers ;  six  of  these  have  secured 
«  good  attendance  for  the  whole  year — Mr.  Burbidge  in  particular — 
against  five  last  year.  There  is  here  a  slight  improvement,  it  is  true, 
yet  five  have  failed  to  secure  even  75. 

The  National  School  has  four  Teachers ;  only  one  reaches  75  ;  three 
are  below  the  number. 

Richmond  has  five  Teachers,  and  two  only  of  these  report  75  per 
cent. 

Russell  Street  has  four  Teachers :  three  have  secured  a  creditable 
attendance  during  the  year. 

St.  Mary*s  School  has  twelve  Teachers,  and  all  have  secured  a 
percentage  of  attendance  in  excess  of  75. 

St,  PcUrick^s  School  has  sixteen  Teachers ;  fifteen  of  these  show  a 
percentage  of  attendance  above  75,  and  twelve  of  the  sixteen .  range 
above  80. 

The  record  of  these  two  Schools  in  this  respect  is  particularly 
cnediiftble. 
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Now,  how  are  we  to  account  for  this  superiority  in  point  of  attend- 
ance in  St.  Mary's  and  St.  Patrick's  ?  Can  it  be  that  the  childrea 
attending  these  Schools  have  a  desire  for  knowledge  not  shared  by 
the  other  children  of  the  city  ?  Or  is  it  that  the  parents  of  the  pupils 
attending  place  a  higher  estimate  upon  the  education  of  their  children 
than  other  parents  ? 

Possibly  the  very  creditable  attendance  alluded  to  may  be  account- 
ed for  on  the  presumption  that  the  Teachers  of  these  two  lar;^ 
Schoc^  make  it  their  special  duty  to  look  after  absent  scholars ;  in 
other  words,  to  perform  the  duty  of  Truant  Officers,  and  to  ke^ 
constantly  in  view  Standing  iCeguIation  15  of  "Instructions  to 
Teachers,   which  reads  as  follows  : — 

*^  Whenerer  any  scholsr  is  sbseot  from  School,  tke  2TMch«r  shall  immediately 
ascertain  the  reason,"  ftc,  &c 

Tower  Road  had  four  Teachers ;  two  of  these,  it  will  be  noticed* 
have  secured  a  percentage  of  attendance  of  80. 

Thus,  of  the  104  Teachers  employed,  €2  have  secured  a  percentage 
of  attendance  of  75  and  upwards  ;  consequently  forty-two  have  failed 
to  reach  the  mark.  Thirty-one  have  reached  80,  and  seventy-threo 
have  failed  to  reach  that  point.  Four  Teachers  have  reached  90,  and 
one  hundred  have  failed  to  do  so. 

I  am  satisfied  that  a  proper  discharge  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
Teachers  with  regard  to  the  Regulation  referred  to,  on  the  subject  of 
absence  from  School,  would  result  in  securing  a  better  attendance. 

To  those  who  are  curious  in  such  matters,  the  following  infonnation 
deduced  from  the  returns  for  the  year  may  be  of  interest : 

The  city  of  Halifax  is  one  School  Section. 

For  the  winter  term  ended  April  80,  1879. 

No.  of  Schools  in  Session • 104 

No.  of  Teachers 104 

No.  of  registered  pupils.  •  •  • •••••• •       4989 

For  the  Summer  term  ended  Oct  81,  1879. 

No.  of  Schools  in  session  •  •  •  • 104 

No.  of  Teachers. 104 

No.  of  Registered  pupils 5857 

No.  of  pupils  registered,  not  on  register  of  previous  term ....  678 
Total  No.  of  different  pupils  during  year • 566S 

Proportion  of  population  (census  1871)  at  School  during  the  year 
about  1  in  5. 

IVllVTBB    TXBM. 

No.  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age 0 

No.  of  pupils  between  5  and  15  years  of  age •       4784 

No.  of  pupils  over  15  years  of  age 96S 

No.  of  boys 8488 

No.  of  girls 8501 

Grand  total  days*  attendance  made  by  all  the  pupils 407685^ 

No.  daily  {nresent  at  School  on  an  average  for  time  in  Session..  8855 
No.  daily  present  at  School  on  an  average  for  full  term  .•••••  3778.78 
No.  daily  present  on  average  for  time  in   session  per   100 

registered •. • 77.8 

No.  duly  present  on  average  for  full  term  per  100  registered..        75.S 
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No.  6{  pupib  under  5  years  of  age ..«•.••••  8 

No.  of  pupils  from  5  to  15  years  of  age. 6051 

No  of  pupils  oyer  15  years  of  age.. • . .  •         298 

No.  of  boys S6S4 

No.  of  girls 87S8 

Grand  total  days*  attendance  made  by  all  the  pupils. 881929 

No.  daily  present  at  School  on  an  average  for  the  time  in  ses- 
sion.   8962.58 

No.  daily  present  at  School  on  an  average  for  full  term 89S6.42 

No.  daily  present  on  average  for  time  in  session  per  100 

registered. •••        78.9 

No.  daily  present  on  average  for  full  term  per  100  registered.      73.48 

Winter  Tbbh. 

•No.  of  Schools  in  session  100  days  or  upwards  but  less  than 

full  term ••«••••  44 

No.  in  seesion  the  full  term. ...         ••.••• 60 

Average  No.  of  days  all  Schools  were  in  session 108.64 

SuMMBR  Term. 

No.  in  session  80  days  or  upwards  but  less  than  100.*. .....  48 

No.  in  session  the  full  term • 61 

Aven^  No.  of  days  all  schools  were  in  session 99.84 

AvsRAOB  Annual  Saulribs  for  thb  last  Year  (not  imcludikq 

High  School.) 

Male  TeackerBf  A  and  B. — Provincial  Grant,  $120.  From  the 
aty,  $618. 

Female  Teachers^  Chrade  B, — Provincial  Grant,  $120.  From  the 
aty,  $326. 

Female  TeacherMf  Orade  C7. — ^Provincial  Grant,  $90.  From  the 
City,  $264. 

Femcde  Teacher^  Grade  2).— Provincial  Grant,  $60.  Fh>m  the 
CSty,  $228. 

For  the  current  year  these  figures  will  be  reduced  by  the  10  per 
cent  reduction. 

ALBRO,  BRUN8WICB:,  8T.   PATRICK*8. 

I  have  effected  during  the  year  a  decided  improvement  in  the  grading 
of  the  Albro  and  Brunswick  Street  Schools.  Formerly,  Albro  Street 
had  eleven  grades.  I  have  reduced  these  to  eight  by  requiring  different 
departments  to  teach  similar  subjects,  thus  establishing  a  rivalry  bo» 
tween  teachers,  the  first  fruits  of  which  will  make  themselves  manifest 
at  the  grading  in  ApriL 

Brunswick  Street  I  have  reduced  from  ten  to  seven  grades,  making 
requirements  similar  to  those  in  the  Albro  Street  SchooL 

I  have  made  a  marked  improvement  %lso  in  the  management  of 
several  classes  in  St.  Patrick's  School.  By  attaching  Salem,  ymti  its  two 
young  and  vigorous  teachers,  to  St  Patrick's,  I  have  Jormed  two  prim- 


72  HALIFAX    CITT   SCHOOLa 


*  ** 


ary  and  two  secondary  classes  for  boys,  and  have  thus  been  enabled  to 
remove  quite  a  number  of  children  from  the  overcrowded,  dark,  and 
objectionable  room  in  the  basement  of  St  Patrick's  School  building. 

A  great  improvement  has  also  been  effected  in  the  primary  depart- 
ment for  girls,  by  the  removal  of  some  of  the  pupils  to  die  next  depart- 
ment, by  increasing  the  work  of  that  and  other  departments,  and  by 
a  general  moving  up  of  the  scholars. 

I  felt  that  this  was  quite  necessary,  as  the  excellent  and  devoted 
teacher  of  the  primary  department  was  overworked  and  her  strength 
taxed  beyond  her  physicietl  ability  to  perform  the  duties  imposed. 

BENSWAL  OF  LICENSES. 


As  applications  for  employment  are  made  to  the  Board  from  time  to 
time  by  individuals  holding  B  and  C  licenses,  obtained,  perhaps,  many 
years  ago,  and  as  these  licenses  may  have  become  rusty  from  age  and 
want  of  use,  I  should  think  it  both  praiseworthy  and  profitable  on  the 
part  of  the  holders  of  such  diplomas  to  renew  them,  if  possible,  as  op- 
portunities are  afforded  from  year  to  year.  Our  city  educationists  must, 
by  study,  keep  abreast  of  the  times.  Those  that  are  in  are  in,  it  is  true, 
but  the  exercise  of  the  class  room  may  not  be  sufficient  to  enable  them 
to  sustain  a  reputation  for  scholarship.  Those  that  are  out,  should  not  rest 
upon  the  labors  of  former  years,  because  they  cannot  hope  to  compete  suc- 
cessfully with  those  whose  scholarship  is  of  a  recent  and  more  advanced 
character.  It  is  much  to  the  credit  of  certain  Teachers  in  this  city  that 
they  have  recently  renewed  their  licenses,  and  that  they  had  the  cour- 
age to  face  the  music  of  pretty  stiff  examination  papers. 

PUBLIC  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  change  in  the  time  of  holding  public  examinations,  adopted  at 
my.  suggestion  of  last  year,  met  with  general  approval  on  the  part  both 
of  Teachers  and  parents  interested. 

•  The  examinations,  from  the  increased  amount  of  time  allotted  to  each 
department,  were  much  more  thorough  than  those  of  previous  years, 
and  the  quality,  as  well  as  the  quantity,  of  the  instruction  given  in  the 
senior  departments  appeared  much  more  satisfactory  in  character. 

AMENDED    REGULATION — STANDARD  OF  MERIT. 

The  following  is  the  amended  Regulation  regarding  the  numbers  to 
be  used  by  the  Supervisor  in  his  notes  of  inspection : — 

**  Ji$$ohed,  That  a  book,  tabulated  throughout,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Super- 
visor ;  that  8  be  the  maximum  number  to  be  awarded  for  the  highest  excellence  under 
each  head ;  and  that  no  Teacher,  whose  general  average  f6r  the  period  for  servioes 
during  which  an  increase  of  salarv  is  claimed  ahtAl  be  leas  tJian  5,  shall  be  entitled  to- 
the  annual  increase  provided  for  by  the  existing  Regulations  of  ^e  Board ;  and  re- . 
solved,  that  the  services  of  an v  Tocher,  whose  dass  does  not  maintain  a  genual 
average  of  not  less  than  8,  shall  be  dispensed  with  by  the  Board." 

I  repeat  this  year  also,  for  the  information  of  Teachers,  a  specimen- 
page  of  the  notes  of  inspection  used,  filling  in  some  pf  the  coluxun& 
with  imaginary  figures  for  the  purpose  of  explanation. 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  MATRICULATION  BZAHIirATIOK. 

The  fourth  examination  for  admission  to  the  High  School  was  held 
December  Slst  and  SSrd,  1878. 

The  subjects  chosen  were  Arithmetic^  Algebra,  Geometry,  History, 
Geography,  English  Grammar,  and  a  knowledge  of  Elementary  Latin 
sufficient  to  enable  the  candidates  to  enter  existing  classes.  At  the  ex- 
amination four  candidates  presented  themselves,  and  the  following  two 
reached  the*  standard  required  for  their  admission  as  paying  pupils : — 

Albert  A.  Boak aged  16,  ^m  Morris  Street  Scho(d. 

Charles  W.  Hedley "    IS,    '*  "  " 

An  examination  for  Honor  Scholarships,  and  for  admission  as  paj* 
ing  pupils,  was  held  on  the  16th  July,  1879,  under  the  following 
amended  Regulations  issued  by  the  Board : — 

For  Candidates  for  Free  Scholanhips,  and  for  those  who  do  not  propose  to  follow 
the  Classical  Course. 

1st    History  of  Nova  Scotia  and  outlines  of  English  History. 

2nd.  To  write  in  a  fair  hand  and  correctly  spelled,  a  short  Bssay  em  any  simple 
subject  selected  by  the  Examiners. 

3rd.  The  ordinary  rules  of  Arithmetic,  Vulgar  and  Decimal  Fractions,  Proportion, 
Extraction  of  the  Square  Boot,  Interest,  Discount,  Profit  and  Loss. 

4th.    English  Qrammar,  including  Parsing  and  Analysis. 

5th.  A  fair  knowledge  of  the  Geography  of  the  Dominion,  and  outlines  of  Qenexal 
Geography. 

6th.    Algebra  to  the  end  of  Fractions. 

7th.    The  first  Book  of  Euclid. 

No  Candidate  shall  be  entitled  to  a  free  Scholarship  whose  general  ayerage  in  aB 
the  subjects  shall  be  less  than  70  per  cent ;  or  wiio  shall  fall  below  SO  per  cent  in  any 
one  subject. 

No  Candidate  shall  be  admitted  as  an  out  of  course  pupil,  L  e.,  one  not  f  oUowlog 
the  Classical  Course,  whose  gen<nrai  arerage  shall  be  less  than  40  per  cent.,  or  who 
shall  fall  below  25  per  cent 

For  boys  intending  to  take  the  Begular  or  Classical  Course  : 

1— History  of  Nova  Scotia  and  outBnes  of  English  History  to  the  Battle  of 
••  Bosworth  Field." 

9— Writing  from  dictation— spelling  to  be  correct,  and  handwriting  fair. 

S^A  fair  knowledge  of  Elementary  English  Granunar,  including  the  parsing  of 
easy  sentences. 

4— The  ordinary  rules  of  ArithmetiCy  Yulgar  and  Decimal  Fractions,  Simple  Pro- 
portion and  Interest 

&— Outlines  of  General  Geography,  with  a  more  particular  knowledge  of  that  of 
Nova  Scotia. 

6-— The  first  26  propositions  of  the  first  Book  of  Euclid. 

No  Candidate  shall  be  admitted  whose  general  average  shall  be  less  than  40  ptf 
cent,  or  who  shall  tall  below  25  per  cent,  in  any  one  subject 
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The  following  young  gentlemen  obtained  Seholarahips,  having 
gained  the  general  average  of  70  per  cent : — 

Albert  A.  Boak aged  16^  from  Morris  Street  School. 

Charles  W.  Hedley "13,     - 

The  following  candidates  reached  the  standard  required  for  admission 
as  paying  pupils : 

L.  J.  Bland aged  19,  from  Morris  Street  School. 

Temple  Piers "  15,  "  "  « 

William  A.  Teman "  15,  "  «  " 

Alexander  Wilson "  IS,  '*  "  " 

David  Fleming •'  18,  "  "  " 

Leonard  Holland "  14,  "  "  *' 

James  C.  lithgow "  18,  "  "  " 

Frederick  Merlin... **  12,  •*  '*  *' 

Arthur  Mom "  14,  *«  "  " 

Alexander  PoHtr ««  18,  "  «'  " 

C5co.  T.  Smith •*  16,  "  "  •' 

Waiiam  Mumnis «  14,  *'  " 

^alther  J.  Busch "  14,  '*     Albro  Street        " 

Charles  Huestis "  16,  *«  "  •« 

James  Marshall "  16,  "  '*  " 

BI.  S.  Mason "15,  "  "  «* 

John  Peters "  16,  "  "  *' 

CJharles  Power "  16,  ««  •*  " 

'William  Roome "  14,  «'  ««  •* 

"William  Tufts "  14,  "  «  •' 

lUifus  Zwicker "  16,  **  •*  « 

A.  E.  Huestis «*  18,  *«  *«  " 

CSuy  Hart •*  14,  ««  Natbnal  School. 

James  Moody "  18,  "  " 

CJharles  Withers "  18,  "  ** 

Joseph  D.  Murphy "  14,  •*  " 

^Thomas  J.  McKinnon **  15,  ''  Private  Tuition. 

"W.J.Wallace :  "  15.  "  " 

An  examination  for  Honor  Scholarships  and  for  admission  as  paying 
pupils  was  held  on  the  22d  and  S8d  Dec.,  1879. 

The  following  candidates  obtained  scholarships  at  this  examination : 

^alther  J.  Busch. aged  14,  from  Albro  Street  School. 

"William  M.  Tufts "  14,  «•  "  •« 

Ilufus  O.  Zwicker *«  16,  •#•««* 

James  A.  Manhall «'  16,  "  "  «* 

John  Peters • .  • •^  16,  ^  •'  •* 

X)ouglas  R.  Chrke <<  14,  «'  Morris  Street        ^ 

James  C.  Litl^w ••  14,  «  ««  '• 

lU)bert  F.  Merlin *«  18,  "  •«  «* 

Alexander  Potter •'  14,  "  ^  " 
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In  addition  to  these  the  following  young  gentlemen  reached  the 
Standard  now  required  for  admission  as  paying  pupils : 

Christian  Emil  Bonne aged  14,  from  Morris  Street  School. 

James  McDonald "14,     "  "  «' 

Arthur  Moren ''    14,     "  "  " 

Frederick  Hoyt "    14,     «'     National  " 

Stanley  Richey "    15,     "     Albro  Street 


•i 


NIGHT  SCHOOLS. 

Three  night  Schools  are  now  in  successful  operation— one  at  Beech 
Street  taught  by  a  paid  Teacher  of  the  Board,  and  two  in  the  centre  of 
the  city  conducted  by  volunteer  Teachers. 

The  School  in  the  basement  of  Salem  Church  has  on  its  roll  about 
100  girls,  whose  ages  range  from  10  to  25  years.  These  girls  are 
engaged  during  the  day  either  at  work  in  factories  or  at  service ; 
and  being  compelled  to  earn  their  own  livelihood  are,  in  consequence, 
deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  instruction  offered  by  the  day  schools. 

The  young  lady  volunteers  who  so  generously  devote  their  evenings 
to  the  improvement  and  instruction  of  these  poor  girls,  do  so  without 
the  expectation  of  remuneration  from  the  Board,  or  other  reward  than 
that  of  an  approving  conscience  derived  from  the  satisfaction  of  doing 
good. 

The  class  in  the  Inglis  School  Building  on  Albermarle  Street  num- 
bers 90  registered  pupils,  and  is  conducted  by  Duncan  McGregor,  Esq., 
and  others.  This  class  provides  instruction  in  reading,  spelling,  writings 
and  arithmetic,  for  a  number  of  boys  and  young  men  from  15  to  23 
years  of  age,  who  cannot  attend  the  day  schools  and  who,  but  for  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  McGregor  and  his  associate  teachers,  would  suffer 
perhaps  through  life  from  ignorance  and  its  consequent  evils. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  excellent  young  ladies 
and  gentlemen  who  voluntarily  give  up  their  pleasant  evenings  at  home 
or  in  the  company  of  friends  in  order  to  devote  themselves  to  the 
improvement  of  the  poor  boys  and  girls  of  the  city. 

LONDON  SCHOOLS. 

Deeming  it  useful  information,  T  have  this  year  looked  into  the  Eda- 
cational  systems  of  other  cities  for  the  purpose  of  noting  what  is  being 
done  elsewhere  in  popular  education. 

The  London  (England)  School  Board  have  under  their  control  about 
280  schools,  more  than  one  half  of  which  were  erected  by  the  Board. 

Each  School,  as  a  rule,  has  three  departments-r-one  for  boys,  one  for 
girls,  and  the  third  for  infants.  Each  department  consists  of  three 
rooms— one  large,  the  others  small. 

In  some  instances  the  Board  have  adopted  a  system  of  sliding  par* 
titions,  by  means  of  which  the  floor  of  a  department  may  be  shut  off 
into  convenient  class  rooms. 

Children  are  admitted  into  the  infants'  department  from  the  age  of 
three  years,  though  attendance  is  not  compulsory,  till  they  are  five 
years  old.  '       . 
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In  these  juvenile  departments  the  system  of  teaching  adopted  is  a 
modified  form  of  the  Kindergarten. 

At  the  age  of  seven,  the  children  are  drafted  off  into  junior  schools. 

The  secular  subjects  adopted  in  all  the  infant  schools  are  Beading, 
"Writing,  Arithmetic,  Object  Lessons  of  a  simple  character,  Singing,  Phy- 
eical  Exercises  and  Sewing. 

In  the  schools  for  children  over  seven  years  of  age,  the  most  impor- 
tant subjects  taught  and  approved  by  the  Educational  Department  of 
the  Privy  Council  are  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Grammar,  Geogra- 
phy, Drawing  and  Music. 

In  addition  there  are  '^  specific  subjects/'  as  they  are  termed,  as  Eng- 
glish  Literature,  Mathematics,  French,  German,  Latin,  Mechanice, 
Animal  Physiology,  History  and  Domestic  Economy.  These  the  Lon- 
don School  Board  have  divided  into  **  essential,"  "  discretionary"  and 
**  extra"  subjects.  The  essential  studies  in  all  schools  above  infant 
schools  are  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  English  Grammar  and  Com- 
position, Bookkeeping,  History  of  England,  Geography,  Social  Ecohom^, 
Drawing,  Music  and  Drill.  These  subjects  are  considered  essential  for 
all  schools  whether  girls'  or  boys'. 

In  girls'  schools  plain  needle  work  and  cutting  out  are  added,  and 
senior  boys  are  taught  mensuration. 

"  Discretionary  subjects"  are :  Domestic  Economy,  Algebra  and  Geo- 
metry. Extra  subjects  are  :  Natural  Philpsophy,  Physical  Geography, 
Natural  Science,  Political  Economy  and  Languages. 

The  ordinary  class  subjects  constitutiag  the  staple  of  the  work  are 
« the  three  R's." 

For  examination  purposes  the  educational  department  has  set  up  in 
each  of  the  branches  six  standards.  In  order  to  come  up  to  the  first 
standard  in  reading,  a  scholar  must  be  able  to  read  a  short  paragraph 
from  a  book  not  conflhed  to  words  of  one  syllable. 

In  the  second  standard,  he  must  read  with  intelligence  a  short  para- 
graph from  an  elementary  reading  book.  In  standard  three,  a  more 
advanced  reading  book  is  required.  For  standard  four,  the  pupil  moat 
read  a  few  lines  of  poetry  selected  by  the  inspector,  and  must  be  pre- 
pared to  recite  seventy-five  lines  of  poetry. 

Standard  No.  5  requires  the  same  thing  to  be  done  in  better  style ; 
and  to  pass  standard  No.  6,  there  must  be  reading  with  fluency  and  ex- 
lyression,  and  a  recitation  of  not  less  than  fifty  lines  of  prose  or  one 
hundred  of  poetry. 

In  writing,  the  tests  range  from  copying  in  a  manuscript  character  a 
line  of  print,  and  writing  a  few  common  words  in  the  first  standard  up 
to  a  short  theme  or  letter  in  the  sixth. 

The  first  standard  of  arithmetic  requires  simple  addition,  and  sub- 
traction of  four  figures,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  nliltiplication  table  up 
to  six  times  twelve ;  and  from  this  the  various  grades  work  their  way 
up  through  simple  and  compound  long  division,  practice,  bills  of  parcels 
and  proportion  to  the  sixth  standard,  where  a  scholar  must  be  fairly  pro- 
ficient in  proportion  and  regular  and  decimal  fractions.  These  with 
grammar  and  geography  are  the  fundamental  subjects  of  School  Board 
education  as  conducted  in  the  metropolis  of  the  empire. 


78  HAUFAZ    CITT   aCHOOLS. 


No  school  can  take  up  the  higher  suli^ecta  until  75  per  cent  of  its 
members  are  in  a  satisfistctory  state  as  regards  plain  education ;  even  then 
only  two  ''  specific"  subjects  can  be  taken  up,  and  of  these  one  must  be 
of  a  pre-eminently  homely  and  practical  character— domesdc  economy. 

Singing  is  taught  in  all  the  schools  by  the  tonic  sol-fa  system. 

Drawing  also  is  taught  to  all  children  abore  the  first  standard— girls 
devoting  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  boys  two  hours  every  week  ;  the  com* 
plete  course  comprising  free  hand,  perspective,  geometrical  and  model 
drawing  and  drawing  from  memory. 

.  There  are  French  and  Latin  classes,  but  the  commonest  higher 
subjects  taught  are  English  Literature,  Physical  Geography  and  Animal 
Physiology. 

The  Government  make  a  grant  of  money  for  Plain  Needle  Work. 
The  material  and  implements  are  provided  by  the  Board,  and  the  chil- 
dren are  set  to  work  for  six  standards,  as  in  any  other  subject,  from 
hemming  strips  of  calico,  through  the  mysteries  of  button-holing  and 
sewing  on  buttons,  to  darning  stockings  and  fine  linen.  Three  hours  a 
week  is  the  time  devoted  to  this  practical  branch  of  education  in  the 
Infant  Schools,  and  four  hours  in  all  other  Girls'  Schools. 

Another  branch  of  instruction  for  girls  is  the  Cooking ;  this  has  been 
adopted  in  the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  standards  for  girls  as  a  regular 
part  of  their  education.  These  three  standards  comprise  scholars  from 
ten  to  thirteen  years  of  age,  and,  in  all  the  Schools,  there  are  over  one 
thousand  girls  going  through  a  highly  practical  course  of  instruction. 
The  prescribed  course  aims  at  imparting  practical  skill  in  cookexyv  a 
knowledge  of  the  sources,  the  nature  and  the  physiology  of  food,  the 
way  in  which  it  nourishes  the  body,  how  to  purchase  it  to  advantage, 
what  physical  and  chemical  processes  are  involved  in  cooking,  and  to 
show  the  natural  relation  between  food  and  health.  Some  twenty -five 
centres  have  been  established  in  such  localities  as  enable  the  girls  to  be 
sent  from  ail.thie  Schools  to  see  the  taaehiag  of  the  school  woomprmsA^ 
cally  illustrated,  and  to  try  theit*  own  hatids  at  broiling  steaks  and  Veil- 
ing potatoes.  .    .       ^     . 

Both  in  the  Sewing  and  the  Cooldi^  departmantt  the  WBXkttb/Mri&l 
article  is  sold  at  the  cost  price  of  the  raw  material. 

In  addition  to  these  Schools,  there  are  others  for  the  Blind  and  for 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  which  have  been  found  to  work  welL 

In  London  there  are  little  savages  who  belong  to  nobody—waifs, 
wanderers,  beggars,  thieves.  To  manage  these  an  Industrial  School  has 
been  established  somewhat  similar  to  the  Industrial  School  of  this  city. 

Still  another  feature  of  the  London  Schools  is  the  Training  Ship, 
where  boys  are  sent  to  learn  seamanship ;  and  still  another  is  the  Truant 
School,  where  boys  are  sent  who  cannot  be  got  to  attend  School  regu- 
larly, and  are  beyond  the  control  of  parents  and  friends. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  how  the  London  School  Board  have  grappled 
with  the  question  of  popular  education  in  that  vast  city,  and  on  what  a 
generous  scale  the  Government  of  England  has  deemed  it  wise  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  edacation  of  the  youth  of  the  land. 

The  mode  of  payment  is  such  that  the  Government  give  pay  accord- 
ing to  results,  not  for  experiments.      Whenever. there  is  a  certldn 
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•ttndard  of  proficiency  in  secular  subjects,  certain  payments  are  made. 
In  infant  Schools^  proyided  the  teaching  is  of  a  kind  that  the  Govern* 
ment  Inspectors  deem  suitable,  a  sum  of  8  to  10  shillings  is  granted  by 
the  department  for  every  child  present  at  the  time  of  the  visit.  For 
those  over  seven  years  of  age,  a  money  grant  is  made  only  after  an 
actnal  test  of  scholarship  in  subjects  approved  by  the  Privy  Council  and 
set  forth  in  their  Code.  For  every  scholar  passing  a  standard  in 
these  subjects :  Reading,  Writing  or  Arithmetic,  the  Educational  De* 
partment  of  the  Privy  Council  grants  the  sum  of  three  shillings  to  the 
School  funds. 

These  points  of  interest,  which  have  been  condensed  from  a  resume 
by  Mr.  Millen,  show  how  the  question  of  popular  education  has  been 
dealt  with  on  a  large  scale  in  the  city  of  London.  They  indicate  that 
the  Board  of  Education  in  that  city,  as  well  as  in  other  cities,  have 
found  it  necessary,  among  t)ther  things,  to  afford  facilities  for  the  study 
of  Latin  among  the  junior  boys. 

A  boy  who  desires  to  learn  Latin  ought  to  be  put  to  the  study  of  that 
language  at  the  age  of  8  or  10  years.     The  mind  much  more  readily 
retains  the  results  of  drill  begun   early   in  life.     But,  according  to 
present  arrangements,  a  boy  cannot  learn  Latin  in  the  Public  Schools. 
The  Teachers  in  the  Morris,  National  and  Albro  Street  Schools,  the 
only  places  where  Latin  even  of  an  elementaiy  character  was  taught, 
and  that  at  no  cost  whatever  to   the  Board,  have  been  forbidden  by 
resolution  to  teach  it.     A  Boy,  under  existing  regulations,  cannot  enter 
the  High  School  until  he  is  about  IS  or  14  years  of  age.     There  is, 
therefore,  the  period  between  say  10  and  14,  when  he  should  be  becom- 
ing well  grounded  in  the  rudiments  of  Latin,  during  which,  if  he 
remain  at  the  Public  Schools,  he  is  necessarily  deprived  of  the  study  of 
that  language,  or  else  his  parents  are  compelled  to  withdraw  him  from 
the  Public  School  and  send  him  to  private  tuition,  in  order  to  get  in- 
struction in  a  language  that  enters  so  largely  into  the  composition  of  oar 
.  gwn.     In  other  wofds,  we  compel  the  taxpayer  who  wishes  his  son  to 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  Latin,  essential  in  the  study  of  Law,  Medicine, 
Theology  and  Science,  to  pay  for  private  tuition  in  addition  to  paying 
his  quota  in  support  of  the  Public  School  system.     We  create  rivals  to 
our  Public  Schools  by  compelling  parents  to  take  their  children   from 
those  Schools  in  order  that  they  may  get  even  a  rudimentary  knowledge 
of  the  Latin  Language. 

This  is  the  practical  working  of  the  resolution  exciding  Elementary 
Latin  only  from  the  list  of  subjects  for  study  in  our  common  schools, 
in  connection  with  the  fact  that,  as  yet,  no  provision  has  been  made 
for  the  opening  of  a  class  in  the  High  School  Building  for  young 
boys,  whose  parents  intend  them  for  a  classical  education,  and  whose 
fees  would  unquestionably  pay  the  running  expenses  of  such  a  class. 

Our  present  High  School  Building  with  the  ground  on  which  it 
stands  has  cost  a  large  sum.  There  is  ample  accommodation  here  fot  a 
large  number  of  pupils,  yet  the  rooms  are  empty.  It  has  in  attendance 
to-day  66  boys,  when  at  the  same  time  there  might  be  within  its  walls 
at  least  three  times  that  number,  and  without  additional  expense  to  the 
Board. 
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Our  citiiens  whose  children  ire  sttll  in  the  Common  Schools,  are 
Uigely  dissatisfied  with  the  present  arrangements.  I'heir  so&a  are 
dented  elementary  classical  initraction,  where  they  Mre,  and  are  not  old 
and  advanced  enough  in  other  subjects  to  enter  the  High  School  as 
the  regulation  stands.  Like  a  certain  creed  they  appear  to  be  fenced  in 
by  damnatory  clauses.  You  shall  not  receive  classical  instruction  where 
you  are,  you  can  not  get  it  here  because  yon  are  not  old  enotigh  ;  in 
other  words  you  shall  not  have  it  at  all,  unless  you  build  up  oppontioD 
schools. 

From  information  in  my  possession,  which  assures  me  that  maoy  of 
onr  prominent  citizens  are  now  on  the  point  of  withdrawing  their  sona 
from  the  public  schools  on  accouot  of  the  prohibition  referred  to,  I 
would  earnestly  ut^  upon  the  present  Board  the  adoption  of  such  mea- 
sures as  will  either  Stop  the  exodus  from  the  common  schools  that  mtut 
shortly  take  place,  or  else  conduct  this  exodus  to  the  empty  rooms  of 
the  High  School  Building.  - 

Before  concluding  this  Report,  I  deure  to  place  on  record  my  con- 
TictioQ  of  the  serious  loss  sustained  by  the  Board  in  the  retirement 
of  Dr.  Herbert  Bayue,  who  held  the  important  position  of  teacher  (rf 
Mathematics  and  Physical  Science  in  our  High  School.  A  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  talent,  of  much  cultivation  and  of  singular  aptitude  for 
imparting;  knowledge,  he  had  already  made  his  mark  upon  the  School^ 
when  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Professor  in  the  Koyal  Mili- 
tary College  at  Kingston,  where,  I  donbt  not,  his  serrices  will  be  moal 
highly  valued. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Bkhjauih  Cuabeit,  D.  C.  L., 

Supervitor^ 
Offict  of  the  Board,  High  School  Building, 
Jiovember,  1879. 


EDUCATION   OFFICE, 

Halifax,  March,  1881. 
'Sir  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  laid  before 
His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  my  Report,  as  required  by 
Law,  on  the  Provincial  Schools  subject  to  my  supervision.  Part  IL 
includes  detailed  statistics  of  the  other  institutions  receiving  Pro- 
vincial aid. 

I  am,  with  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID   ALLISON, 
Superintendent  of  Education. 

To  the  Hon.  S.  II.  Holmes,  M.P.P.,  M.E.C., 
Provincial  Secrdary, 
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PART    I. 


GENERAL   REPORT,  1880. 


ANNUAL    REPORT 


ON  THE 


COMMON,  ACADEMIC, 


▲XD 


]\^ormal  and  Model  Schools  of  Nova  Scotia. 


1880. 


^^•m^m^ 


To  His  Honor  the  Honohabl^  Adams  George  Archibald, 

Lieutenant-Oovemor  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia: 

May  it  please  Your  Honor, — ^In  pursuance  of  the  duty  assigned 
«iie  by  law,  I  submit  my  Report  on  the  Public  Schools  of  Nova  Scotia 
*or  the  year  ended  October  31st,  1880. 


<f»^»^-^>— .—  11         •  t 


STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT. 


1. — School  Sections. 

olal  number  in  Province •».••.»»•.• •»•••»•   1807 

1879 1806 

Increase •  • 1 

Winter.     Summer.     Year. 

a  of  Sections  without  Schools 469        380        176 

1879 278        219 

Increase  ••« ••  191        111 
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Qoyemment  Expenditure  Assignable  to  Counties $150093  92 

0u       1879....  158330  39 

Decrease • $    8236  47 

Inspection  of  Schools S  11200  00 

.,        1879 14547  43 

Decrease. •  •  • • $    3347  43 

Examination  of  Teachers • S      683  44 

1879 951  89 

Decrease ••••••  •••••••.•• S      268  45 

Miscellaneous S    7046  09 

„  1879 6370  09 

Increase  .  •  •  •  • • S      676  00 

Government  expenditure  not  assignable  to  Counties S  18929  53 

i«  ..        1879..     21869  41 

Decrease t    2939  88 

Total  Government  expenditure  in  aid  of  Public  Schools.  .$169023  45 

,1  „  I,     1879..  180199  80 

Decrease %  11176  35 

Total  Government  expenditure  for  Education $196217  98 

.,  H         1879 205574  80 

Decrease $    9356  82 


7. — Total  Expenditure  for  the  Support  of  Public  Schools. 

Government  Expenditure     $169023  45 

Local  Expenditure— County  Fund $107181  00 

Assessment  on  Sections  for  support  of  Schools  241780  00 
Assessment  on  Sections  for  Building  and  Re- 
pairs      39781  27 

388742  27 

Total  Expenditure  for  Public  Schools $557765  72 


vi 
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SCHOOL    STATISTICS. 

Tables  I.  VIII.  furnish  in  detail  the  most  important  statistics 
relating  directly  to  the  working  of  our  educational  system.  A  glance 
at  the  summarized  statements  and  comparisons  embraced  in  the  fore- 
going Statistical  Abstract,  will  show  that  there  has  been,  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  year,  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  Schools  in 
operation,  of  Teachers  employed,  and  of  pupils  in  attendance. 

Sections  without  Schools. — It  will  be  seen  that  in  176,  or  nearly  ten 
per  cent,  of  the  School  Sections  of  the  Province,  schools  were  in  opera- 
tion during  no  part  of  the  year,  and  that  in  447  Sections,  or  nearly 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  entire  number,  schools  were  open  during 
but  a  single  term. 

Number  of  Schools  and  of  Teachers  employed  i/n  them. — As  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  term  of  last  year,  the  Winter  Term  shows 
a  diminution,  in  Schools  of  197,  and  in  Teachers  of  203 ;  the  Summer 
Term  exhibits  analogous  reductions  of  124  and  150.  Owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  causes  to  which  this  diminished  educational  activity  is 
attributable  made  themselves  felt  chiefly  by  closing  schools  in  thinly 
peopled  sections,  and  by  promoting  a  policy  of  consolidation  or  com- 
pression in  towns  and  villages,  the  reduction  in  aggregate  attend- 
ance, though  somewhat  serious,  has  not  been  as  great  as  the  above 
comparison  would  lead  us  to  anticipate. 

Attendance. — The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  registered  attend- 
ance of  pupils  from  1866  to  1880  inclusive : — 

No.  of  PnpilB 
Years.  rc^stered  in 

AVinter. 

1866 45131 

1867 61818 

1868 ...  65983 

1869 72756 

1870 74321 

1871 74759 

1872 70780 

1873 70320 

1874 72645 

lof  u  ...•..«....«.••*....  1 1  OJtJ 

1877...' 80788 

7878 81523 

1879 81640 

1880 73978 

The  figures  representing  the  diminution  in  the  registration  for  the 
two  School  Terms  and  for  the  School  Year,  respectively,  viz :  7,662, 
6,548,  5,394,  are  sufficiently  large  to  excite  the  apprehensions  of  all 
who  are  concerned  for  the  conservation  and  improvement  of  a  system 


No  of  PnpilB 

r^^istercdin 

Summer. 

No  different 
Pupils  registered 

dunng  the  rear. 

56017 

71059 

70075 

83048 

72141 

88707 

75528 

93732 

76237 

94496 

77235 

92858 

76496 

91637 

78266 

93759 

79910 

93510 

81878 

94029 

82034 

94162 

83941 

100710 

84169 

101538 

84356 

99094 

78808 

93700 
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which  has  done  much  to  elevate  the  character  and  promote  the  well- 
being  of  our  people.     Are  they  evidences  of  increasing  educational 
apathy,  or  do  they  indicate  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  any  to  delibe- 
rately withhold  the  means  of  instruction  from  the  youth  of  the  land  ? 
A  careful  examination  of  the  returns  proves  the  fact,  to  which  I  have 
alluded  in  another  connection,  that   the  decrease   in  attendance   is 
chiefly  due  to  the  closing/  of  a  certain  number  of  schools,  presumably 
from  special  and  temporary  causes.     It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
winter  season  of  1879-80  was  felt  in  many  parts  of  the  Province  to  be 
one  of  peculiar  hardship  and  depression.     Now,  notwithstanding  the 
general  good  sense  of  the  people,  and  the  operative  character  of  the 
legal  provisions  for  sustaining  schools,  we  should  not  be  surprised  to 
find    that   in  the    casting  about  for   measures    of    economic  relief, 
education    has    been    sometimes    selected   as    a   fitting    subject    of 
retrenchment. 

In  some  counties,  notably  in  Cumberland  and  Hants,  where  the  re- 
-duction  in  the  number  of  schools  has  been  relatively  large,  the  terrible 
ravages  of  diphtheria  discouraged  many  Trustees  from  attempting  to 
maintain  what,  under  the  circumstances,  could  have  been  little  more 
than  the  shadows  of  schools.     I  may  also  observe  that  the  determined 
«flbrts  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  to  improve  the  character 
of  the  schools,  to  do  justice  to  those  who  hold  its  own  license  to  teach, 
»nd  to  elevate  the  profession  of  Teaching  generally,  by  limiting  to 
<5ases  of  absolute  educational  necessity  the  issue  of  local  permissive 
licenses,   has    co-operated    to    a   slight   extent    with    the    foregoing 
-causes.    It  will   be  inferred   that   I   regard   the  figures  under   con- 
sideration   as    indicating   but  a  temporary   and    special   arrest   of 
growth.      I   am   confident  —  and   my   conviction    is  based   on  data 
'which   can  scarcely   be   misleading — that  the  school  operations  of 
the  current  year  are  being  conducted  on  a  scale  equal  to  the  maximum 
attained  under  the  working  of  our  system.     This,  however,  must  not 
prevent  me  from  expressing  my  sincere  regret  that,  even  for  one  year, 
^r  even  one  term,  so  many  children  of  our  land  have  cried  in  vain  for 
the  bread  of  knowledge.     While  it  would  be  unwise  to  disturb  the 
general  principle  of  the  law  by  virtue  of  which  the  people  of  each  com- 
munity chiefly  determine  of  what  character  the  educational  facilities 
offered  to  their  children  shall  be,  I  think  it  may  be  fairly  questioned 
whether  any  majority  should  have  the  power  of  absolutely  cutting  off 
school  privileges  from   those  anxious  to  avail  themselves  of   them. 
Section  60,  of  chapter  32,  Revised  Statutes,  4th  series,  introduced  in 
1873  as  a  much  needed  amendment  of  the  original  Act  relating  to 
Public  Instruction,  does  not  go  far  enough.     It  provides  a  somewhat 
roundabout  process  whereby  TriMtees  can  establish  schools  despite  the 
inaction   of  apathetic  or  hostile  majorities,  but  it  secures   nothing 
where  the  Trustees  reflect  the  sentiments,  and  are  disposed  to  obey 
the  behests,  of  such  majorities.     I  am  not  anxious  to  suggest  amend- 
ments of  our  educational  statutes  in  advance  of  the  codification  of  the 
laws  of  the  Province,  which  I  understand  to  be  in  contemplation.     I 
content  myself  with  pointing  out,  that,  to  be  effective,  this  section 
should  empower  any  parent  or  guardian  having  children  to  be  edu- 
cated, in  default  of  action  on  the  part  both  of  rate-payers  and  Trus- 
tee, to  do  what  it  gives  the  Trustees  the  right  and  power  of  doing. 
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It  may  be  added,  that  the  adjoining  section  of  the  Act,  seeming  to 
make  compulsory  a  Free  Public  School  for  at  least  one  Term  of  the^ 
School  Year  in  all  sections  fulfilling  certain  conditions,  has  probably 
done  more  harm  than  good.  Its  chief  effect  has  been  to  enable  Sec- 
tions abundantly  able  to  maintain  continuous  schools,  to  quote  some- 
thing from  the  law  apparently  justifying  them  in  pursuing  the  half- 
year,  or  one-term,  policy. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  Province  at  school  during^ 
some  portion  of  the  year  was  1  in  4.1.  The  general  average  of  the- 
Province  was' exceeded  in  the  following  counties: — Annapolis,  Digby» 
1  in  3.57 ;  Colchester,  Kings,  Yarmouth,  1  in  3.8 ;  Lunenburg,  1  in  3.84  ; 
Antigonish,  Inverness,  Shelburne,  1  in  3.9.  Cape  Breton  made  the 
Provincial  average — 1  in  4.1.  The  following  fell  below :  CSkiysborough^ 
Pictou,  Victoria,  1  in  4.3 ;  Cumberland  and  Halifax  (County),  1  in 
4.4;  Hants,  1  in  4.5 ;  Richmond,  1  in  4.7;  Queens,  1  in  4.8;  Jlalifax 
(City).  1  in  5. 

The  following  are  the  only  counties  which  show  an  excess  of  regis- 
tration over  that  of  the  preceding  year :  Digby,  Halifax  City,  Anna- 
polis, Lunenburg. 


EXPENDITURE. 

The  total  Gfovemment  expenditure  for  Education  for  the  year  waa 
$196,217.80,  as  against  $205,574.80  for  the  preceding  year,  a  reduction 
of  89,356.82.  In  detail,  the  chief  decreases  have  been : — lit  grants  to 
Public  School  Teachers,  $8,161.47 ;  in  cost  of  Inspection,  $3,347.43„ 
and  in  cost  of  Examinations,  $268.45.  There  have  been  small  increases 
in  several  of  the  items  of  expenditure.  Those  occurring  in  the  grants 
to  Colleges  and  Special  Academies  are  explained  in  notes  in  the  proper 
connection. 

The  large  falling  off  in  Teachers*  grants  ($8,161.47)  corresponds  with 
the  decrease  in  the  number  of  Teachers  and  Schools  previously  noted. 
As  I  have  elsewhere  pointed  out,  educational  operations  throughout 
the  Province  are  resuming  their  wonted  scale,  and  in  all  probability 
the  current  yearns  claims  for  grants  to  Teachers  will  not  fall  short  of> 
but  rather  exceed,  $150,000.  It  will  be  noted  that  for  the  year  re- 
viewed these  grants  amounted  to  $143,493.92. 

The  total  expenditure,  Provincial  and  local,  for  the  Public  Schools 
for  the  year  1879-80  was  $557,765.  This  sum  includes  $39,781.27 
voted  for  building  and  repairs,  a  portion  of  which  was  probably 
borrowed,  to  be  repaid  in  instalments  from  year  to  year.  The  sum  re- 
ported as  levied  on  the  Sections  for  the  direct  support  of  Schools^ 
$241,780,  is  considerably  too  small,  as  many  Trustees  failed  to  furnish 
the  required  memoranda  of  finance.  For  details,  Table  YIII  shouldt 
l*e  consulted. 
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EXAMINATION  FOR  TEACHERS'  LICENSES. 

The  results  of  the  Annual  Examination  for  Teachers'  Licenses,  care- 
fully analyzed,  are  contained  in  Table  IX.  The  total  number  of 
candidates  examined  was  802,  as  compared  with  1,026  in  1879.  Of 
these,  210,  or  slightly  in  excess  of  one-fourth,  received  the  grade  of 
license  applied  for;  390  received  licenses  of  some  grade;  412  failed 
absolutely.  Of  the  428  candidates  who  obtained  licenses,  68  simply 
maintained  the  grade  held  before  examination,  while  18  sank  to  a 
lower  grade.  The  number  of  candidates  holding  licenses  and  working 
themselves  up  to  a  higher  grade  was  121,  and  the  number  of  new 
applicants  obtaining  licenses  was  183.  It  will  be  observed  that  though 
the  total  number  examined  in  1879  exceeded  by  one-fifth  the  number 
examined  in  1880,  the  latter  year  furnished  the  Province  with  the 
larger  supply  of  new  Teachers,  183  as  compared  with  109,  an  in- 
crease of  seventy  per  cent. 


PERIOD  OF  SERVICE,  SEX,  AND  SALARIES,  OF  TEACHERS. 

During  the  Winter  Term  912,  and  during  the  Summed  Term  1019, 
Teachers  continued  to  teach  in  the  Schools  in  which  they  had  labored 
the  preceding  Term.  Of  the  296  Teachers  of  the  Academic  and  First 
Classes,  117  nave  been  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Province  for 
upwards  of  seven  years,  33  for  upwards  of  five  years,  and  44  for 
upwards  of  three  years.  Of  the  554  Female  Teachers  of  the  First  and 
Second  Classes  (Grades  B  and  C),  161  have  been  employed  for  upwards 
of  seven  years,  85  for  upwards  of  five  years,  and  114  for  upwards  of 
three  years.  These  figures  indicate  no  important  change  from  the 
preceding  year  in  respect  to  continuity  of  service,  if  the  falling  off"  in 
the  total  number  of  Teachers  employed  be  taken  into  consideration. 

In  relation  to  sex,  the  Teachers  in  the  Public  Schools  (striking  an 
average  between  the  two  Terms  of  the  School  Year)  stood  as  follows : 
Male,  709 ;  Female,  1064.  The  corresponding  numbers  last  year  were 
727  and  1206. 

The  average  salaries  paid  Teachers  were  less  than  those  paid  last 
year,  except  in  the  case  of  Female  Teachers  of  the  First  Class  (Grade 
B).  For  Male  Teachers  of  the  First  Class  the  three  highest  averages 
were  Halifax  City,  $641.58 ;  Yarmouth,  $546.66 ;  Hants,  $456 ;  the 
three  lowest,  Victoria,  $232 ;  Inverness,  $263  ;  Antigonish,  $292.  The 
Provincial  average  for  Teachers  of  this  Class  was  $392.93,  as  compared 
with  $425.19  last  year.  Besides  the  three  first  named,  the  following 
were  above  the  average :  Pictou,  $449 ;  Halifax  County,  $434.22 ; 
Kings,  $409 ;  Shelbume,  $402  ;  Cape  Breton,  $397.41. 

For  Female  Teachers  of  the  First  Class  the  highest  averages  were 
Halifax  City,  $413.35  ;  Antigonish,  $400 ;  Cumberland,  $380.  The 
general  average  of  this  class  was  $319,  which  was  exceeded  in  the 
following  coimties  in  addition  to  those  already  mentioned :  Halifax 
County,  $358.75  ;  Hants,  $330. 
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For  Male  Teachers  of  the  Second  Claas,  the  three  highest  averages 
were  Halifax  City,  $450 ;  Yarmouth,  $362  ;  Shelburne,  3303.10.  The 
three  lowest  were  Inverness,  S181 ;  Victoria,  S188;  Richmond,  8210.4(0. 
The  Provincial  averse  was  $261.81. 

For  Female  Teachers  of  the  Second  Class,  the  three  highest  averages 
were  Halifax  City,  8322.96  ;  Yarmouth,  $299.06  ;  Shelburne,  $249.32. 
The  three  lowest  were  Kichniond,  8164.88;  Cape  Breton,  $177.88; 
Inverness  and  Victoria,  each  $180.  The  Provincial  average  was  $218.27. 

For  Male  Teachers  of  the  Third  Class,  the  three  highest  averages 
wer«  Halifax  City,  $360;  Queens,  $320 ;  Yarmouth,  $251.51.  'flie 
three  lowest  were  Antigoniah,  8142  ;  Hants  and  Inverness,  each  8145 ; 
Victoria,  $152.     The  Provincial  average  was  $193.76. 

For  Female  Teachers  of  the  Third  Class,  the  three  highest  averages  ■ 
were  Halifax  City,  8261 ;  Yarmouth,  8198.56 ;  Halifax  County, 
$187.50.  The  three  lowest  were  Richmond.  $97.10;  Annapolis, 
8130.90 ;  Inverness,  $131.     The  Provincial  average  was  $157.48. 


SPECIAL  AND  COUNTY  ACADEMIES. 

The  following  abridgement  of  Tables  XIV.  and  XV.,  which  contain 
in  full  the  statiatics  of  the  above  mentioned  Institutions,  will  be  found 
of  interest.  The  number  of  Departments  given,  embraces  the  entire 
School  System  of  the  Section,  but  the  nunober  of  Pupils  refers  to  the 
High  School  Department  only.         ' 
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Special  Academies  of  Pictou  and  Yarrriouth. — The  Returns  from 
these  Institutions  show  that  the  usual  scale  of  operations  has  been 
maintained.  Since  the  year  closed,  the  new,  elegant  and  substantial 
Academy  Building  at  Pictou  has  been  occupied,  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  accomplished  Principal,  important  steps  have  been  taken 
towards  equipping  it  with  proper  apparatus.  At  Yarmouth  a  forward 
movement  has  been  made  by  the  employment  of  an  additional  master. 
Notwithstanding  the  continuance  of  certain  obstacles  to  complete 
efficiency  of  working  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  previous  reports,  I 
entertain  strong  hopes,  based  on  careful  personal  inquiry  and  inspec- 
tion, that  these  obstacles  will  in  time  disappear,  and  that  the  educa- 
tional results  of  the  year  now  current  will  largely  conduce  to  that  end. 
The  Governors  of  the  Seminary  were  fortunate  in  securing  as  succes- 
sor to  the  late  Principal,  who  now  fills  an  important  post  in  Ontario, 
E.  M.  Chesley,  Esq.,  of  Acadia  College  and  Harvard  University. 

County  Academies, — During  the  Session  of  1880,  the  Legislature 
amended  that  section  of  the  Act  relating  to  Public  Instruction  which 
provides  for  the  maintenance  of  County  Academies,  so  that  the  Sec- 
tion now  reads  as  follows  :-  — 

"  There  shall  be  granted  annually  a  sum  not  exceeding  six  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars,  towards  the  support  of  County  Academies,  when  constructed, 
located,  and  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction,  each  Academy  to  receive  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  As- 
sessment levied  for  the  j'ear  for  the  support  of  the  schools  of  the  section  in  which 
the  Academy  is  situated,  exclusive  of  all  moneys  levied  for  building  purposes, 
provided  that  no  Academy  shall  receive  for  any  year  more  than  six  hundred 
dollars.  The  Counties  named  in  the  following  Schedule  shall  be  entitled  to 
share  in  this  grant. 

Schedule. 

County  of  Annapolis.  County  of  Lunenburg. 

"         Cape  Breton.  "           Queens. 

"         Cumberland.  "          Richmond. 

Digby.  "          Shelburne. 

Guysboro*  "          Victoria." 


« 
it 

"         Inverness. 


It  was  of  course  intended  that  these  provisions  should  not  come  into 
effect  until  the  beginning  of  the  current  School  Year,  Nov.  1st,  1880. 
To  still  further  secure  the  efficient  working  of  these  Institutions,  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  revised  the  Regulations  providing  for  their 
management,  duly  publishing  the  revision  in  the  Journal  of  Education 
for  April,  1880,  and  causing  copies  of  the  same  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  several  Boards  of  Trustees  interested.  The  revised  Regulations  are 
as  follows : — 

Regulations  op  Council  as  to  County  Academies. 

Regulation  I. — ^The  chief  town  of  each  county  named  in  the  schedule  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  the  Academy  Grant  on  the  following  conditions  : 

(1.)  The  Schools  of  the  Section  must  be  thoroughly  graded  and  well  sup- 
plied with  prescribed  apparatus,  and  proper  school  accommodation  and  con* 
veniences  most  be  provided  for  all  children  in  the  Section. 
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(2.)  The  first  or  High  School  department  shall  be  open,  free  of  charge,  to 
all  children  belonging  to  the  County  who  may  be  able  to  pass  the  required 
entrance  examination,  and  such  provision  shall  be  made  for  their  accommoda- 
tion as  may  from  time  to  time  be  found  necessary. 

(3,)  The  teacher  of  the  High  School  department  shall  be  Head  Master  of 
all  the  departments  in  the  Section,  and  must  hold  a  license  of  Grade  A. 
[Trustees  are  strongly  urged  not  to  engage  for  the  important  position  of  Prin- 
cipal, a  teacher  who  has  not,  either  in  addition  to  the  above  license,  a  Normal 
School  Diploma  of  Grade  Superior,  or  at  least  one  year's  successful  experience 
as  a  Teacher  in  a  graded  school  under  a  license  not  lower  than  that  of  Grade 
B,  and  persons  who  as  College  Graduates,  have  attained  Grade  A  license  of 
Examination  on  professional  subjects  simply,  shall  not  be  eligible  for  the 
Frincipalship  of  County  Academies  unless  fulfilling  one  of  the  above  con- 
ditions.] 

(4.)  The  Trustees  shall  submit  for  approval  to  the  Superintendent,  if 
possible  in  print,  the  regulations  framed  for  the  internal  government  of  their 
schools,  particularly  the  system  of  classification  and  grading  adopted. 

Begulation  II. — It  shall  be  the  s|>ecial  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Education  to  ascertain,  and  report  to  the  Trustees  prior  to  the  Annual  School 
meeting,  as  to  their  right  to  participate  in  this  grant,  in  view  of  the  principles 
stated  in  Regulation  I. 

Regulation  III. — In  any  case  where  the  chief  town  fails  to  entitle  itself  to 
the  grant,  or  to  maintain  an  efficient  Academy,  the  Council  reserves  the  right 
to  treat  with  any  other  section  in  the  County  for  the  establishment  and 
proper  maintenance  of  such  Academy. 

Since  the  adoption  of  these  regulations,  I  have  visited  all  the 
Academies,  and  conferred  carefully  with  their  Trustees,  save  those  of 
Lunenburg,  Queens  and  Shelbume.  Concerning  the  affairs  of  the 
Academies  not  visited,  I  informed  myself  through  special  reports  from 
the  Inspectors  of  Schools  and  direct  communication  with  the  Inspec- 
tors. Having  in  my  previous  reports  discussed  the  question  of 
Intermediate  Education  in  its  various  bearings,  at  great  length,  I  will 
simply  express  the  hope  that  the  wisdom  of  the  new  arrangements 
will  be  vindicated  by  their  results. 


PROVINCIAL    NORMAL    SCHOOL. 

The  Report  of  the  Principal  (Appendix  A)  will  be  referred  to  for  full 
details  respecting  the  working  of  the  Institution  during  the  year.  A 
careful  inspection  of  Table  IX  shows  that  the  relative  gain  in  the 
percentage  of  successful  candidates  for  license,  to  which  I  have  refer- 
red in  a  previous  portion  of  my  Report,  was  chiefly  due  to  the  eflfect 
produced  on  the  general  Provincial  statistics  by  the  results  at  the 
Normal  School  Station  of  examination.  I  believe  that  the  Institution 
deserves  to  possess,  and  that  it  does  possess,  in  a  high  degree,  the  con- 
fidence of  the  public.  It  is  surely  destined  to  exert,  and  that  at  no 
distant  day,  a  still  more  direct  influence  in  improving  the  character  of 
the  education  imparted  in  our  Schools. 

The  suggestions  of  the  Principal  deserve,  and  will  receive,  serious 
consideration. 
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TEACHERS'  ASSOCIATIONS.— PROVINCIAL  EDUCATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

During  the  year  two  additional  Teachers'  Associations  have  been 
organized,  in  the  Counties  of  Annapolis  and  Cape  Breton  respectively. 
The  Teachers  of  other  Counties  (or  Districts)  have  similar  organiz- 
ations in  contemplation.  It  is  believed  that  the  Associations  already 
formed  have  given  a  marked  impetus  to  the  professional  enthusiasm 
of  the  Teachers  taking  part  in  their  exercises,  and  in  various  ways 
conduced  to  the  advance  of  educational  sentiment. 

The  Provincial  Educational  Association  was  organized  at  the 
Normal  School,  Truro,  and  its  sessions  held  on  the  14th  and  15th  of 
July.  The  attendance  was  large  and  representative.  A  majority 
botn  of  the  Inspectoral  Staff  of  the  Provmce  and  of  the  Provincial 
Board  of  Examiners  was  present  The  licensed  Teachers  enrolled 
numbered  about  160,  while  the  Pupil-Teachers  of  the  Normal  School 
were  interested  attendants  on  the  various  exercises.  His  Honor  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  did  the  Association  the  kindness  of  presiding  at 
a  public  meeting  held  under  its  auspices,  at  which  the  Cnancellor  of 
the  University  of  Halifax,  the  Presidents  of  Dalhousie  and  Acadia 
Colleges,  and  other  gentlemen,  discussed  various  phases  of  the  edu- 
cational question.  The  formal  papers  presented  were  of  great  value, 
and  the  consequent  discussions,  as  a  rule,  pertinent  and  profit- 
able. Parts  of  several  sessions  were  devoted  to  the  observation  of 
practical  work  in  the  Model  School,  and,  outside  of  the  regular  ses- 
sions, the  Teachers  of  that  Institution  contributed  to  the  profit  of  the 
Association  by  conducting  classes  at  special  request. 

Among  the  papers  read  before  the  Association  was  one  by  A  H. 
McKay,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc.,  on  "  A  Course  of  Study  for  the  Public 
Schools."  The  paper  was  accompanied  by  a  suggested  outline  of  such 
a  Course.  The  subject  was  thoughtfully  discussed  by  the  Association, 
and  a  Committee  appointed  to  report  thereon  at  the  next  Annual 
Meeting. 


COURSE  OF  STUDY  FOR  THE  SCHOOLS. 

I  refer  to  this  subject,  inasmuch  as  it  has  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  Provincial  Association  and  excited  considerable  thought  and 
discussion  in  educational  circles  generally.  To  the  present  time,  with 
certain  neceasary  limitations  growing  out  of  the  Provincial  character 
of  our  system,  it  has  been  left  to  the  local  authority,  which,  in  nineteen 
cases  out  of  twenty,  means  the  Teacher  for  the  time  being,  to  decide 
what  subjects  shall  be  taught  in  the  School,  and  in  what  order  and  in 
what  proportions  they  shall  be  taught.  Is  it  desirable  that  this  state 
of  things  shall  continue  ? 

Before  proceeding  to  consider  this  question  very  briefly,  I  may  re- 
mark that  Trustees  and  Teachers  have  not  been  left  wholly  without 
information  respecting  the  subjects  which  the  Provincial  authorities 
consider  it  proper  to  teach  in  the  Schools.    The  prescription  of  certain 
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text-books,  the  establishment  of  a  definite  Syllabus  of  Examination 
for  Teachers,  and  kindred  Regulations  certainly  convey  some  inti- 
mation of  the  branches  of  knowledge  which  may  be  legitimately 
taught.  But,  as  will  easily  appear,  in  the  utter  absence  of  all  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  order  in  which  the  different  subjects  shall  be  taught, 
as  to  the  relative  importance  of  studies,  as  to  the  mental  training  and 
food  which  are  suitable  for  different  stages  of  intellectual  development, 
the  inference  drawn  from  this  indirectly  conveyed  information  is  often, 
if  not  generally,  erroneous.  The  Teacher  who,  whatever  may  be  the 
character  of  his  School,  teaches  most  of  the  subjects  hinted  at  in  the 
text-book  list,  or  the  Examination  Curriculum,  is  too  often  deemed  to  do 
his  duty  best.  To  state  an  actual  case,  I  have  myself  met  a  most  re- 
putable Teacher  who  took  the  view,  and  tried  to  act  upon  it,  that  he 
could  be  compelled  to  carry  on  in  his  School  simvltaneoualy  instruc- 
tions in  all  the  branches  contained  in  his  Grade  of  License,  if  this 
should  be  necessary  to  meet  the  wishes  of  either  pupils  or  parents. 

To  consider  the  question  asked  above,  I  believe  that  the  interests  of 
Education  require  that  the  Province  should  not  be  without,  any  longer 
than  may  be  absolutely  required  for  maturing  it,  a  prescribed  Course 
of  Study,  with  adaptations  for  the  various  classes  of  Schools.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  enlarge  on  the  disadvantages  of  the  present  system,  or 
rather  lack  of  system.  We  have  now  almost  as  many  Courses  of 
Instruction  as  we  have  Schools,  and  a  large  proportion  of  these  are 
liable  to  be  changed  every  six  months  through  the  migratory  habits 
of  the  Teachers.  Those  who  have  no  law  are  not  to  be  seriously 
blamed  for  being  "  a  law  unto  themselves,"  but  nothing  can  be  more 
unreasonable  than  to  expect  that  inexperienced  persons,  such  as  many 
of  the  Teachers  are,  can,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  frame  a  rational 
and  orderly  conspectas  of  studies.  That  the  Schools  of  a  few  of  the 
populous  and  intelligent  centres  of  the  Province  have  established 
Courses  of  Instruction,  and  are  conducted  successfully  under  them,  is 
a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  a  Provincial  Course. 

The  chief  objections  to  a  prescribed  and  uniform  Course  of  Instruc- 
tion, as  I  have  been  able  to  gather  them,  are : 

1.  Such  a  Course  would  almost  necessarily  bs  of  an  ambitious  char* 
actery  discriminating  against  the  fundamental  branches  of  knowledge. 

But  why  so  ?  If  in  its  preparation  the  wisdom  and  practical  ex- 
perience of  the  Teaching  Profession  of  the  Province  are  taken  advan- 
tage of,  may  we  not  rather  expect  the  grand  essential  branches  of 
learning  to  be  duly  honored  and  protected  ?  It  is  ur.der  our  present 
arrangements  that  these  branches  particularly  suffer.  "Ambitious* 
Courses  of  Study  naturally  flourish  under  a  system  of  individual 
options.  If  I  considered  that  an  authorized  Course  would  tend  to  the 
disparagement  of  studies  confessedly  of  prime  and  universal  import- 
ance— nay,  if  I  did  not  believe  that  it  would  tend  to  rescue  them  from 
neglect — I  would  be  the  last  to  recommend  it.  Framed  on  proper 
principles,  such  a  Course  would  not  have  as  its  distinguishing  feature 
the  introduction  of  advanced  studies — they  are  in  the  Schools  already 
— but  the  natural  and  logical  articulation  and  sequence  of  all  studies, 
from  the  lowest  to  the  highest.  How  this  can  be  effected  throughout 
the  Schools  of  the  Province  in  any  other  way  than  by  an  authorized, 
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and,  in  its  main  features,  an  authoritative  Course  of  Instruction,  I  fail 
to  see.  Our  children,  during  their  few,  quickly  passing  years  of  School 
life,  cannot  compass  the  entire  circle  of  human  knowledge.  To  deter- 
mine what  kinds  and  what  degrees  of  knowledge  it  is  most  fitting  that 
they  shall  acquire  during  this  formative  and  eventful  period,  is  a 
work  which  fairly  tasks  the  highest  educational  wisdom  at  command. 

2.  A  uniform  Course  is  impracticable^  owing  to  the  varying  circum- 
stances and  requirements  of  different  localities.  It  might  work  well  in 
Graded  Schools,  but  it  is  out  of  the  question  is  Miscellaneous  ones. 

This,  as  it  were,  dual  objection,  is  based  on  misconceptions.  A  com- 
plete, comprehensive  Course  of  Instruction  would  have  flexible  as 
well  as  fixed  elements,  and,  necessarily,  quantitative  adjustments  to 
the  different  classes  of  Schools.  Up  to  a  certain  point  there  need  be, 
and  there  should  be,  no  divergence.  In  the  flexible  part  of  the  Course, 
regard  could  be  had,  if  need  be,  in  the  practical  subjects,  to  the  wants  of 
particular  localities.  The  different  organizations  of  Schools — whether 
they  are  Miscellaneous  or  Graded — do  not  affect  either  the  nature 
.  or  relative  importance  of  subjects  taught.  The  difference  of  organiz- 
ation would  make  itself  felt  chiefly  in  the  amount  of  time  at  disposal 
for  the  various  subjects. 

I  hope  at  an  early  date  to  submit  for  consideration  to  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction  a  Course  of  Instruction  for  the  Provincial 
Schools.  The  attainments  and  experience  of  those  chiefly  engaged 
in  its  preparation,  and  the  fact  that  it  will  receive  the  critical  con- 
sideration of  our  entire  Teaching  Profession  organically  represented 
in  the  Provincial  Educational  Association,  give  me  strong  assurance 
that  it  will  commend  itself  as  a  measure  and  instrument  of  educa- 
tional progress. 


INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  Province  is  now  divided  into  ten  Inspectoral  Districts.  The 
Reports  of  the  Inspectors  are  furnished  on  pages  10-41.  The  ends 
aimed  at  in  our  system  of  inspection  are— 

1.  Such  an  examination  of  school  organization  and  management  as 
will  afford  security  that  the  public  funds  voted  for  the  support  of 
education  are  honestly  earned  and  equitably  apportioned. 

2.  The  inspection  of  the  proper  educational  work  of  the  schools 
with  a  view  to  its  being  performed  in  the  most  efficient  manner 
possible. 

3.  To  furnish  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education  reliable  means  for  intelligently  and  effectively 
supervising  the  cause  of  Provincial  Education  generally. 

That  these  are  important  objects  no  one  will  question.  To  a  grati- 
fying degree  I  believe  they  are  accomplished  under  our  present  system. 
m  regard  to  the  work  done  by  the  Inspectors  as  finimcial  officers,  I 
may  state  that  the  per  centage  of  the  Public  School  grants,  formerly 
allowed  the  clerks  of  Commissioners,  would,  if  the  old  system  were 
still  in  force,  annually  amount,  on  the  average  of  the  past  few  years,  to 
three-fowrtha  of  the  entire  cost  of  inspection  for  the  year  just  dosed. 
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To  secure  to  the  schools  the  highest  possible  benefit  from  Inspectoral 

ersight   in   respect  to  the  quality   of    instruction   given  in  them 

id  their  general  efficiency  as  instruments  of  enlightenment  and  prO' 

ress,  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  caused  the  subjoined  circular 

D  be  forwarded  to  the  several  gentlemen  appointed  Inspectors  under 

he  Regulations  of  January,  1880  >— 

Official  CiRCULxa. 

1.  The  person  appointed  Inspector  is  required  as  the  condition  of  accepting 
and  holding  office,  to  devote  his  attention  exclusively  to  its  duties. 

2.  The  general  duties  and  obligations  of  the  Inspector  remain  as  specified 
in  the  Act  relating  to  Public  Instruction* 

3.  Particular  attention  is  directed  to  the  importance  attached  by  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  to  the  systematic  and  thorough  inspection  of 
school-work.  The  Notes  of  Inspection  suggest  the  proper  subjects  of  inquiry 
and  examination.     The  following  |)oint8  may  be  specially  noted  :— 

a.  Time  should  be  taken  to  enable  an  intelligent  judgment  to  be  formed 
regarding  the  classification  of  the  school,  the  methods  of  instruction  pursued, 
the  order  and  discipline  maintained,  and  the  general  ability  and  faithfulness 
of  the  Teacher.  A  class  exercise  or  two  conducted  by  the  Teacher,  either  at 
his  own  discretion  or  by  request  of  the  Inspector,  will  prove  far  from  suffi- 
cient for  the  above  purposes.  The  latter  official  should  in  all  cases  personally 
test  the  knowledge  and  progress  of  the  pupils  by  appropriate  questions  and 
requirements,  and  he  should  himself  illustrate  as  opportunity  may  ofier,  the 
most  approved  methods  of  teaching  the  various  branches.  This  work  should 
be  done  in  a  kind  and  sympathetic  manner,  yet  thoroughly.  Both  the  Teacher 
and  his  pupils  should  be  led  to  regard  the  visit  of  the  Inspector  as  an 
occasion  of  real  importance.  This  object  will  be  furthered  if  great  care  \a 
taken  by  the  Inspector  to  ascertain  the  average  educational  status  of  the 
School.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  effective  teaching  approves  itself  by 
the  results  which  it  produces  on  the  school  as  a  whole.  The  Teacher  who  is 
able  to  secure  the  advancement  of  but  a  fraction  of  his  pupils  is  a  practical 
failure,  and  if  satisfied  with  such  a  state  of  things,  he  has  but  a  low  concep- 
tion of  his  duty. 

b.  It  is  believed  that  a  satisfactory  estimate  of  the  character  of  the  work 
done  in  the  smallest  school  or  department  cannot  be  obtained  in  a  less  period 
than  one  hour  and  thirty  minutes.  For  an  ordinary  school  at  least  two  hours 
will  be  required,  and  in  many  cases  a  full  half-day  will  be  found  necessary. 
Many — perhaps  a  majority — of  our  Teachers  are  inexperienced.  Some  are 
lacking  in  skill :  others  in  disciplinary  power ;  others,  again,  do  not  faithfiiUy 
apply  themselves  to  their  duties.  Now  it  is  as  clear  as  a  demonstration,  that 
a  mere  flying  visit  to  Schools  in  such  hands  is  worse  than  useless.  If  no  in- 
spection is  made,  no  opinion  can  be  formed,  or  advice  given ;  and  the  inex- 
perienced, unskilled,  feeble  or  idle  Teacher,  receiving  from  the  supervisory 
authority  no  suggestion  or  ciiticism,  is  simply  confirmed  in  the  habits  which 
impair  his  usefulness. 

c.  It  might  be  shewn  that  the  dignity  of  the  office  of  Inspector  of  Schools 
is  as  much  at  stake  in  this  matter  as  is  the  welfare  of  the  Schools  themselves. 
The  reduction  in  the  number  of  inspectorships,  and  the  exclusive  assignment 
to  the  work  of  inspection  to  gentlemen  believed  to  be  competent  therefor,  have 
had  respect  to  both  of  these  objects.  Persons  accepting  the  office  should  un- 
derstand that;  while  a  thorough  semi-annual  Examination  of  all  the  Schools, 
in  accordance  with  these  views,  is  within  the  reach  of  the  Inspectoi,  its 
accomplishment  will  involve  protracted,  and  for  months  almost  oontinuouSi 
absence  from  home. 
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4.  Sh<^d  the  Inspector  find  anything  faulty  or  defective  in  the  Teachers' 
methods  of  instruction  or  government,  or  in  the  classification  and  general 
management  of  the  School,  he  is  advised,  with  a  view  to  the  preservation  of 
the  Teacher's  infiuence  and  authority,  to  reserve  hiH  suggestions  and  cautions 
for  private  conference  with  the  Teacher,  so  far  as  he  conveniently  can.  It 
will  also  be  his  duty,  should  he  find  the  Law  and  Regulations  of  the  Council 
disregarded  in  the  organization  and  management  of  the  School,  or  in  respect 
to  School  accommodation  and  surroundings,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Trus- 
tees or  Teacher,  or  both,  as  the  case  may  requii'e,  thereto,  that  what  is  amiss 
or  defective  may  be  remedied  before  it  works  a  forfeiture  of  the  public  funds. 

By  order  of  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 


In  submitting  for  candid  consideration  the  facts  embodied  in  this 
Report,  I  desire  to  record  my  conviction  that  no  light  peril  now 
threatens  our  system  of  Public  Instruction  from  the  prevalence 
of  false  notions  of  economy.  I  would  refer  my  intelligent  and 
patriotic  fellow  countrymen,  when  they  complain  of  the  burdens 
of  Public  Education,  to  the  table  (IX),  which  supplies  details  respect- 
ing the  salaries  of  Teachers.  These  figures  are  obtained  at  first  hand, 
are  in  harmony  with  other  financial  returns,  and  are  in  the  main 
entirely  reliable.  They  disclose  a  state  of  things,  which  I  make  bold 
to  say  cannot  continue  long  without  serious  detriment  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  Province.  My  hope  that  the  previous  year  had  seen 
the  pendulum  at  its  lowest  point  has  not  been  fulfilled.  Throughout 
almost  the  entire  range  of  the  service  there  has  been  a  further,  and 
in  most  cases,  quite  a  marked,  falling  ofif  in  the  average  salaries 
paid  to  the  men  and  women  who  are  training  the  youth  of  Nova 
Scotia  for  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  future.  I  am  happy 
to  believe  that  many  Teachers  are  not  laboring  for  bread  ^lone,  and, 
inspired  by  a  high  sense  of  duty,  are  prepared  to  render  service 
wiwiHut  regard  to  rate  of  remuneration.  But  surely  I  need  not 
point  out  tne  folly  of  trying  to  discount  the  evil  results  sure  to 
accrue  from  present  tendencies  by  such  a  consideration.  Value 
for  value  is  the  inexorable  principle  which  regulates  exchanges 
of  all  kinds.  If  the  people,  in  their  respective  localities  through- 
out the  Province,  expect  to  have  honest,  valuable  work  done  in 
their  schools,  they  must  be  prepared  to  pay  for  it;  they  must  be 
prepared  to  respond  to  the  action  of  our  legislators,  through  whose 
patriotic  preference  of  education  to  more  material  interests,  that  part 
of  the  Teachers  salaries  depending  on  the  Provincial  Treasury,  has 
sufifered  no  abatement 

I  am,  your  Honor's  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  ALLISON. 
Education  Office, 

February  Z^Tid,  1881. 
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GOVERNMENT  AID  TO  POOR  SECTIONS. 


ma 


TABLE  X. 
SPECIAL  GOVERNMENT  AID  TO  POOR  SECTIONS. 


COUNTY. 

Paid   by    Government 
over  and  above  the 
ordinary  Grants,  to- 
wards    Salaries     of 
Teachelt     employed 
in  Poor  Sections. 

Paid   by   Government 
towards   erection  of 
School  Houses,  kc. 

r 
Total. 

Winter 
Term. 

Summer 
Term. 

Winter 
Term. 

Summer 

Annapolis 

Antigonish 

Cap6  Breton 

Colchester   » 

8103  21 
74  57 
111  52 
140  08 
73  46 
30  Gl 
19  83 

71  51 
61  93 

72  80 
150  00 

67  96 

105  06 

28  81 

80  24 
7  79 

81  26 
57  45 

8161   45 

63   11 

92  66 

123  67 

104  41 

55  04 

83  84 

100  22 

116  79 

65  87 

150  00 

77  19 

143  42 

73  30 

82  38 

29  36 

50  00 

04  21 

$264  66 

137  68 

204  18 

263  75 

Cumberland 

177  87 

Diebv 

85  65 

Guvsborough 

Halifax .  fe .           .  k . 

103  67 

171  73 

Hants  t r 

178  72 

Inverness 

138  67 

KinfiTS  * 

300  00 

Lnnenburg 

Pictou  • ......... . 

145  15 

248  48 

Oueens 

102  11 

Richmond 

162  62 

Shelbume 

37  15 

Victoria 

131  26 

Yarmouth 

151  66 

Total.  1880 

$1338  09^1666  02 

$3005  01 

•1      1870 

24G4  51 

2682  95 

5147  46 

Increase 

DecreaBe 

$ii26  42  81016  03 

$2142  45 

POOR  SECmoXS— SPECIAL  COUOTy   AID. 


TABLE  XI. 
POOR  SECTIONS.— SPECIAL  COUNTY  AID, 


Name  of  CouKties  and 
Sessional  Districts. 


ii 


II 


II 


II 


No.  of  these 

Sections 

having 

Schools. 


II 


II 


II 


Annapolis,  County  of . . 
Antigonish 
Cape  Breton, 
Colchester, 
Cumberland, 
Digby,  District  of. 
Clare, 
Guysboro, 
St.  Mary's 
Halifax,  County  of 
Hants,  District  of  East. 
"  »•  West. 

Inverness,  County  of  . . 
Kings,  •• 

Lunenburg  &  N.  Dublin 
Chester,  District  of ... . 

Pictou,  County  of 

Queens,  County  of  ... . 
Richmond,  County  of . . 
Shelbume,  District  of.. 
Harrington,  •• 
Victoria,  County  of . . . . 
Yarmouth,  District  of. . 
Argyle, 


11 
11 
12 
15 

8 
4 


II 


Nova  Sootia,  1880.. 

1870.. 


Increase 
Decrease 


1 
1 

8 
3 
4 
9 

18 
8 
1 

12 
2 
9 


1 
9 
4 
3 


154 
290 


^ 


6g 

OQ 


18 
9 

10 

18 

10 
3 
3 
4 
5 

13 
4 
8 
7 

23 
6 
3 

17 
8 
9 
1 
2 
5 
5 


136 


196 
314 


Amount  of  County  Assessment  paid  to 
these  Schools  over  and  above  the  oxdi« 
naiy  allowance. 


Winter  Term. 


118 


$56  72 
68  19 
54  52 
88  68 
51  32 
26  74 

"7  26* 
8  4d 

48  31 
29  36 
20  51 
42  21 

120  53 
45  68 
8  72 
68  99 
10  24 
61  38 

6  51 

49  00 
22  36 
26  19 


931  85 
1616  31 


683  46 


Summer 
Term. 


$99  93 

59  59 

41  95 
84  56 

51  76 
23  98 
22  13 
31  17 
20  67 
69  04 
29  59 
46  46 
35  73 

160  75 
37  10 
28  85 
74  98 
39  00 
55  96 
4  48 
10  69 
28  49 

42  32 

52  29 


$1141  47 
1765  92 


624  45 


MhMM 


Total. 


MIT     ■  m  M 


8156  65 

127  78 
96  47 

173  24 

103  08 
60  72 
22  13 
88  43 
29  10 

117  35 
58  95 
66  97 
77  94 

281  28 
82  78 
37  57 

143  97 
49  24 

117  34 

4  48 

17  20 

77  49 
64  68 

78  48 


$2073  32 
3381  29 


•  «  •  « 


1307  91 


EIPENDrrURE  OF  QOVERHMENT  FUND8. 
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COUNTY   ACADEMIES. 
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fIFBCIAIi  AClLDEmiSL  AX 


TABLE  XVI— SPECIAL  ACADEMIES  AND  COLLEGES- 

(Oontinuebl) 


PICTOU  i^CADEMY. 

Hie  Mathematical  and  Classical  Departments  alone  are  retvmed  here.  The  other  De- 
partments form  an  organized  part  of  the  Common  School  System  of  the  Town. 

Boarders.  The  Academy  is  not  a  "boarding  schooL"  Sixty-two  of  those  enrolled 
l)elong  to  the  Mmnieipality  of  the  Town  ;  torty-thxee  to  the  County,  and  serenteen  to  other 
parts  of  the  Province, 

Bents  (md  invented  Funds,  The  amount  of  $386  was  paid  out  -of  the  Comiuon  School 
Fund  of  the  Town,  to  supplement  the  income  from  other  sources. 

Expenditure.  The  Expenditure  in  connection  with  the  New  Academy  building,  which 
is  now  nearly  completed,  is  not  referred  to  in  these  items.  The  sum  total  of  this  wifl 
Approximate  jS2  0,000. 

A.  H.  McKay^  B.  A.J  B.  &c.j,  PrincipoL 


DEAF  AND   DUMB  INSTITUTION. 

\fa)    All  these  subjects  (with  the  exception  of  elocution)  are  taught  to  erery  pupil. 

(b)    This  sum  includes  grants  from  Newfoundland,  New  Brunswick  and  P.  £.  Island. 

fc)    This  includes  Salaries  of  Matron  and  Servants,  so  that  the  average  of  salaries  of  In- 
structors would  be  rather  less. 

A.  W^OSBKIDOE,  A.M.J  PriMcipaL 


£INQS  COLLEGE. 

fa)    Of  the  " funds  iBTested,"  there  are  $17,000  in  Tennessee  Bonds,  which  for  years 
past  haye  been  and  are  entirely  unproductive.     Their  value  is  entirely  nominaL 


©ALHOUSIE  <X)LLEGE. 

(a)    Tutor  im  the  Arte  Oeurse,  but  Professor  in  the  Science  Ccrurse. 

f('b)    And  one  in  Science  ;  four  in  all. 

(c  )  By  attending  two  Summer  Sessio&s  and  three  Winter  Sessiott^  a  student  may  obtaim 
the  Degree  of  B.  A.  or  of  B.  Sc,  in  three  years. 

(d)  The  total  fees  of  undcrgradufites  who  take  the  three  years*  eourse  amount  to  $79. 
The  am«uat  «f  iees  both  for  the  three  years'  course  and  the  four  years*  eourse  in  Science, 
waries  aoeording  to  the  classes  selected. 

Three  of  the  Processors*  salaries  are  paid  by  the  Presbyterian  Churches.  The  sums  paid 
(to  these  Profiessois  are  included  in  the  Income  and  Ei^nditure  columns. 


MOUNT   ALLWON   COLLEGE. 

(a)    In  addition  te  the  above  prizes.  Mount  Allison  students  won  from  prizes  at  ihe 
CniKeraity  of  Halifax  Examination^, — aggregate  value  $21  Q« 


BE  8UMBCARY  OF  GOVERNMENT   EXPENDmjRE. 


TABLE  XVn. 

SUBfMARY  OF  GOVERNMENT  GRANTS  FOR  EDUCATION,  1889. 

ebmmon  Schools $143,495  92 

Normal  School 5,694  5» 

Colleges V 1 5,800  OO 

Special  Academies 5,700  OO 

Coimty  Academies ^ 6,600  00 

Inspectors*  Salaries 10,700  00 

Stationery,  Postage,  &c 600  Ott 

Expenses,  Office  Roisters,  Register  Covers,  Stationery, 

Fastage,  Expressage,  &;c 

Salaries •••» 

Travelling  Expenses,  Superintendent  •  • 

"  "         Normal  School  Pupils 

Elxamination 

Interest  on  Loan  to  Counties » 


»••»-•- 


1^28  01 

3,000  00 

400  OO 

666  15 

683  44- 

1,751  93 

8196^7  98i 

PART  III. 


APPEIN'DICES. 


APPENDIX    A. 


KEPOBT  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 

Sir, — In  preparing  this  report  of  the  Normal  School  for  the 
session  of  1879-80,  I  have,  as  usual,  arranged  various  matters  of 
interest  in  subjoined  tables.  Some  of  the  facts  worthy  of  notice  may 
l>e  here  presented  with  greater  prominence. 

The  total  number  oi  students  was  151,  representing,  though  un- 
equally, all  the  counties  in  the  Province  except  Cape  Breton.  Of 
t^hese,  44  attended  the  entire  session,  and  the  average  time  of  attend- 
^mce  per  scholar  for  the  whole  school  was  21  weeks.  At  the  close  of 
the  session  we  issued  83  diplomas,  of  the  following  grades, — 6  Superior, 
ol  Good,  and  26  Fair.  Of  the  68  who  received  no  diplomas,  64  failed 
through  not  making  the  required  time  of  attendance.  Some  of  these, 
liowever,  hold  diplomas  obtained  at  a  previous  session.  As  the  result 
of  the  Provincial  Examination  at  the  close  of  the  session,  of  the  90 
applicants  80  obtained  license;  not  in  all  cases,  however,  the  grade 
Applied  for.     Out  of  25  applicants  for  Grade  B,  21  were  successful. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  proportion  of  low  grade  diplomas  is  much 
greater  than  in  former  years.  This  is  not  due  so  much  to  inferior  teach- 
ing ability  on  the  part  of  the  students  of  last  year,  as  to  the  difference 
of  standard  by  which  they  were  measured.  It  seems  highly  advisable, 
in  classifying  our  students  and  in  expressing  our  judgment  as  to  (heir 
teaching  ability,  to  use  terms  according  to  their  conventional  and  com* 
monly  understood  meaning,  so  that  these  terms  shall  not  be  misleading 
to  those  school  officials  who  may  desire  to  look  to  them  as  a  guide. 
Our  students  are  always  ambitious  of  high  rank,  and  this  is  periectly 
legitimate.  But  they  should  not  overlook  the  fact  that  the  value  of 
the  diploma  depends  upon  its  correctness  as  an  exponent  of  the 
capabilities  of  him  who  holds  it.  To  affirm  of  one,  that  he  is  a  good 
teacher  is  certainly  no  mean  compliment.  I  believe  that  our  Inspectors 
of  Schools  would  feel  a  new  inspiration  of  hope  if  they  could,  without 
misgivings,  affirm  that  few  of  the  teachers  within  their  districts  would 
rank  below  fair. 

It  may  be  well  to  remark  that  our  classification  is  based  on  a  careful 
analysis  of  each  student's  character  and  work  as  related  to  the  busi- 
ness of  teaching.  But  it  would  be  too  much  to  assume  infallibility  in 
our  application  of  tests.    Some  fail  to  realize,  in  the  school  room,  our 


principal's  report. 


previous  estimate,  often  because  they  do  not  use  rightly  the  powers 
which  they  possess ;  others,  more  happily,  approve  themselves  to  be 
better  than  their  diplomas. 

The  Department  of  Industrial  Drawing,  under  the  conduct  of  Miss 
O.  Smith,  was  a  decided  success,  and  promises  to  become  a  very  im- 
portant agency  in  advancing  the  educational  interests  of  the  Province. 
Miss  Smith  is  a  ver}'  efficient  teacher  in  her  specialty  of  drawing.  She 
is  also  quite  successful  in  conducting  Calisthenic  Exercises,  and  is  in 
many  ways  calculated  to  aid  in  the  management  of  the  Institution. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
one  or  two  suggestions : — 

1.  I  would  ask  that,  as  a  necesssary  candition  of  taking  a  Noimud 
School  Diplovia,  a  atadent  rmist  be  in  attendance  throiujhout  the 
entire  session.  About  two- thirds  of  the  session  is  all  that  is  now 
required.  The  professional  course  extends  through  the  year,  so  that 
students,  failing  to  attend  the  whole  time,  can  become  only  partially 
acquainted  witn  the  theory  of  our  system.  Moreover,  nearly  all  of 
our  students  have  the  double  object  of  securing  a  higher  grade  of 
license  and  a  certificate  of  teaching  ability.  Many  of  them,  conse- 
quently, unable  to  give  close  attention  to  strictly  prof essional  •  work, 
embracing  the  principles  of  teaching  and  practice  in  the  art  of  teach- 
ing, fail  to  secure  such  qualifications  as  will  render  them  safe  expo- 
nents of  the  system.  "  A  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing ; "  and 
never  more  so  than  when  an  institution  is  judged  from  representatives 
that  only  half  know  what  they  are  required  to  represent. 

2.  I  would  suggest  that,  except  in  case  of  applicants  that  have 
attended  the  institidion  during  some  former  session,  stvAents  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  enter  after  the  Christmas  holidays.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  stating  that  nearly  all  who  now  present  themselves  for  admission 
in  January  could,  with  very  little  inconvenience  to  themselves,  come 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session  in  November.  In  many  instances  such 
applicants  mistakenly  imagine  that  their  attendance  during  the  term 
preceding  the  Christmas  holidays  is  of  little  importance,  and  that  they 
can  enter  upon  the  work  of  the  institution  at  the  first  of  January  witn 
a  saving  of  time  and  means  that  will  more  than  counterbalance  any 
attendant  disadvantages.  This  is  a  serious  mistake.  Students  thus 
failjto  acquire  those  first  principles  that  form  the  basis  on  which  the 
whole  subsequent  work  of  the  year  depends.  We  form  no  new  classes 
in  January ;  and  students  coming  in  at  this  time  must  fall  into  line  as 
best  they  can,  often  with  little  profit  to  themselves,  and  always  with 
much  inconvenience  to  the  teachers  and  injury  to  the  class. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  B.  Calkin, 
Normal  School,  Principals 

Truro,  Dec,  31,  1880. 
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STUDENTS  OF  NOEMAL  SCHOOL,  1879-1880. 


Students  whose  names  are  marked  thus  (*)  were  not  examined  for  License  at  close  of  Session 


NAME. 


County. 


Normal 

School 

Diploma. 


(*)  Adelaide  Maclean  .•-..,. 
(*)  Anna  Beebe 

Emma  Lewis 

(*)  Eliza  A.  Duming 

(*)  Augusta  C.  Robbins  •  •  •  • 

(*)  Robena  McKay 

(*)  Sophia  Parker 

Lilly  D.  M.  Fumagalli  . . 
(*)  Nina  Fellows 

May  F.  Parker 

Lillie  B.  Calkin 

(*)  Jennie  A  Coleman 

Susan  Dickie 

^*)  Jennie  M.  Ross . . 

Mary  K.  Bower 

Joanna  Ryan  •  •  •  • 

(♦)  Rosa  Bland 

(*;  Masrgie  Dunlap 

Howard  S.  Freeman . .  • . 
(♦)  J.  Edgar  Batton 

Wm.  H.  Woodworth  •  • . . 

(*)  John  W.  Walker 

(♦)  D.  Franklin  Beach 

Norton  Strople  •••••••• 

(♦)  Inglis  C.  Craig 

W.  Emerson  Read 

Joseph  Crowe 

Mitchell  Fisher 

Wm.  G.  Fulton 

Albert  J.  Fuller 

(♦)  Alex.  W.  Wilson 

Horace  W.  McKenne  . . . 

Edmund  B.  Smith 

Joseph  E.  Beckwith  . . . . 
(*)  Richard  Hamilton  •  •  •  •  • 
(*)  Joseph  Parker.  ••••••  •  • 

James  McLean •  • 


Pictou, 

Cumberland, 

Colchester, 


« 


Yarmouth, 
Shelbume, 
Colchester, 


« 


Annapolis, 


« 


Colchester, 

Kings, 

Colchester, 


(( 


Shelbume, 
Colchester, 


Queens, 
Annapolis, 
Kings, 
Kings, 


(( 


Antigonish, 
Annapolis, 
Kings, 
Colchester, 


« 


Cumberland, 

Kings, 

Guysboro', 


Colchester, 


Kinffs, 

Colchej 

Kings, 

Colchester, 
it 

Victoria, 


Superior, 
•  •  •  •  • 
Good, 


••••••«. 


« 

u 

« 


Superior, 

Good, 

Superior, 

Superior, 
Good, 

* .  ••«••• 
Good, 


(( 


« 


Fair, 
(( 

Good, 


it 


Good, 
tt 

Superior, 


Fair, 


C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

D 
E 


C 


B 
C 
D 
C 
C 


c 
c 

B 
C 
C 
C 
D 

c 
c 


c 


D 


B 
B 
B 
D 


B 


C 

C 
B 

B 

B 
B 


B 
B 

B 

B 
D 
B 
B 
B 

/  B 
D 
0 
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BbBaaM^Arfri 


KAMIS. 


County. 


— " —  -  —  ■  -  ^ . 

(*)  Manetta  Dauphine 

(*)  Anna  McLean 

(*)  Edith  S.  Moore ....    . . . 

(*)  Minnie  Archibald 

(*)  Jeanie  Grierson 

(*)  Jessie  B.  Smith  ••••.*»> 

(*)  Mary  Crowe * 

(*)  Benjamin  F.  Spicer  .  •  ^  • 

(♦)  William  Fraser 

(*)  Adelaide  MacKeen 

(*)  James  E.  Slocomb 

(♦)  Albert  B.  Shields 

lloxina  Q.  Cook 

Mary  Ellen  Annand  • .  •  • 

Mary  A.  Norris 

( *)  Maggie  Yuill 

(*)  Cora  A.  Eaton 

Sarah  B.  McLeod 

Carrie  Murray 

(*)  Aggie  M.  Duncan  ...... 

Belle  S.  Blackmore. . . . . 

Lizzie  L.  Dixon • 

Lizzie  M.  Strathie. . . . . . 

Jennie  McKinnon 

(*)  Louise  McLean  •...•••. 
(*)  Addie  Archibald 

Bessie  Bland 

Minnie  Fulton 

Jessie  Swan 

CaAsie  M.  Bacon 

(*)  Emma  Archibald 

Jessie  W.  McCully . . . .  • 

Emma  Ellis 

Jessie  B.  McDonald  .... 

(*)  Jennie  Ross 

(*)  Lizzie  M.  Bleakney  .... 

Jennie  A.  Quinlan 

Minnie  E.\McKeen 

Alice  E.  McGregor  .•..%• 

Cerilla  E.  Kennedy 

*)  Minnie  Kennedy 

Belle  Hamilton 

Annie  Cuttle • . . 

Jacob  R.  Johnson 


Normal 

School 

Diploma. 


Lunenburg, 

Victoria, 

Colchester, 


<( 


Kings, 
Colchester, 


c< 


Xings, 

Pictou, 

InvemeFs, 

Annapolis, 

Massachusetts, 

Halifax, 

Colchester, 


it 

(( 
(( 

<r 

tt 


Shelburne, 

Newfoundland, 

Guysboro' 

Pictou, 

Colchester, 


tt 
tt 


Cumberland, 
Colchester, 


tt 


Colchester, 

Pictou, 

Cumberland, 


(( 


Shelburne, 

Kings, 

Lunenburg, 


ti 


Colchester, 


ft 
tt 


•  k  •  •  .... 

C 

Fair, 

C 

Good, 

c 

c 

Good, 

c 

......    . 

c 

. . .  •  t « •  * 

c 

c 

Good, 

B 



c 

Good, 

D 

Fair, 

Fair, 

E 

Good, 

Fair, 

E 

Good, 

t( 

D 

Fair' 

Good, 

E 

{( 

Fair. 

E 

Good, 

Fair, 

Good, 

•  •  •  •   •  • 

Fair, 
Good, 


Fair, 
Good, 


(( 


Good, 
Fair, 


tt 


111 


E 
D 
E 
D 
E 
E 
D 


E 


2  rmi 

1.8. 1 


D 
D 


D 
D 

C 
D 
C 
C 


D 

C 
0 
0 

c 

0 

c 


c 

D 
0 

0 
D 
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NORMAL  SCHOOL.— rContinued.) 


KAME. 


County. 


Nonnal 

School 

Diploma. 


O 


••5  s 


O    O 


Thomas  Peers 

Charles  A.  Milne 

George  White 

Daniel  Brehaut 

(*)  James  D.  Bissett 

(*)  Mary  A.  Pulsif er 

(♦)  John  D.  McLeod 

Maggie  C.  McLeod 

Edith  E.  Peppard 

{*)  Mary  Upham 

Florence  McKeen 

Sarah  Masters  •..••••.. 

Bessie  Gavill- 

Christy  B,  Dewar 

Ada  McPhee 

Annie  E.  J.  Scott 

(♦)  Bessie  Dill ... .    

Mary  E.  Lynds 

Cassie  J.  Langille 

(*)  Mary  M.  McDonald  . . . 
(*)  Kate  McKenzie 

Agnes  M.  Grierson 

Ida  M.  McLeam  • 

Bessie  L.  Knowles 

(*)  May  Archibald 

Annie  J.  Fletcher  . . .  c  • . 
(*)  Mary  King 

Isabella  Gunn 

Mary  J.  Cuttle 

(*)  Mary  McLeod 

Ed^ar  Wood  . . .  • , 

George  A.  Leek 

Agnes  Carey 

Sands  W.  Barteaux  •  •  •  • 
(*)  Mary  A.  McCarthy  .  • . . 
(*)  Eva  Lyons 

Sophia  Manthom  •••••. 
(*)  Fannie  Hawley 

Arthur  C.  Redden  ••.... 

Sarah  E.  Densmore 

(*)  Jennie  M.  Blackadder  . . 

(*)  Agnes  Downing    

{*)  Henrietta  Vaughan 

Harriet  B«  McGregor  • . . 


Cumberland, 

Halifax, 

Kings, 

P.  E.  Island, 

Richmond, 

Colchester, 

Victoria, 


Fair, 


C( 


Colchester, 


<( 


Kings, 

Hants, 

Yarmouth, 

Pictou, 

Hants, 

Cumberland, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 


Good, 
Fair, 

Good, 

Fair, 

Good, 

•  •*•  •••• 

Good, 

Good, 


(( 


Fair, 
Good, 


u 


•  •  •  •       •  •  • 

Good, 


« 


<( 


Pictou, 

Kings, 

Hantf?, 

Yarmouth, 

Colchester, 


(( 


Cumberland, 

Pictou, 

Colchester, 

Pictou, 

Cumberland, 

Halifax, 

New  Brunsw'k, 

Annapolis, 

Digby, 
Colchester, 

Queens, 

Inverness, 

Kings, 

Hants, 

Kings, 

Colchester, 

Kings, 

Colchester, 


Fair, 
Good, 

Fair, 
Good, 

Fair, 


•  *  • « •  •  % 


Fair, 


Fair, 


r» 


Good, 

•  •  •  ■  •  •  •  • 


D 

C 


..•.•• 


D 
C 
D 

E 


E 
D 
E 
D 
D 
D 
D 
C 


•  •  •  •  * 

•  •  •  .  . 


D 


D 


•  •  •  • 


D 
E 
E 
C 

E 
C 
D 


D 
D 

0 
C 


D 

0 

0 

c 

D 
D 

0 

c 
c 

0 


c 

D 
D 

C 


0 
D 


C 


0 


E 
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NORMAL  SCHOOL.— (Contimud.) 


NAME. 

County. 

Nonnal 

School 

Diploma. 

Grade  of 
License  en 
entering 

Grade 
of  License 
obtained. 

*^  Iiaura  Kent  •••••  •••••• 

Colchester, 
(( 

n 

Hants, 

Annapolis, 
Kings, 
Hants, 
Colchester, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

« 

Hants, 

Pictou, 

Halifax, 

Cumberland, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Victoria, 

Kings, 
(( 

Colchester, 

#••#  «... 

E 
D 

(*)  Bessie  K.  Saxon 

Acnes  J.  Crowe  •••••.. 

D 

Marshall  J.  Mosher 

c 

Letson  M.  Smith 

Everind  A.  Kirk 

John  W.  Brown 

James  F.  Smith 

Frederic  Johnson 

Geo.  M.  Johnson 

•  • •  •  ^«  •  • 

C 
D 
D 
D 

B 
B 
B 

C 
0 
B 

Geo.  W.  Smith 

Minnie  J.  Johnson 

(*)  Laura  Atkinson 

Bessie  Flemming 

Melissa  E.  Lays 

Annie  L.  Stephens  ..... 

Henrietta  McDonald . .  •  • 

Melissa  Osborne  •...••. 

Maria  L.  McLeod  •••••• 

Clara  Densmore 

(*)  Agnes  Starratt 

(*)  Maggie  McKenzie 

Herbert  White 

Isaac  Baker 

•  •  •     •  • « • 

C 
D 
C 
E 

B 
C 

C 

c 

c 

Superior, 

£ 

PtmnuTt. 

D 

C 

0 
C(N.B) 

D 
D 

B 
B 

Louisa  K.  Fletcher  •  •  •  •  • 

D 

(•)  Lou  Ella  Fletcher 

•••••••• 

C 

HOItHAL  AND  MODEL  SCHOOLS. 


J 

0 

0 

X 

.  o 

a  m 

a 

0 


Q 
1 

'moi 

S 

5 

■a,  'ilBQCIlBlg 

P 

■I»n^ 

JO«irep 
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APPENDIX  B. 


REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICT  No.  1.— CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  HALIFAX. 

HiNKLE  Condon,  Insjyedor, 

Sir, — I  have  to  report  105  schools  in  session  for  the  Winter  Term 
)f  the  year  just  closed,  as  against  118  for  the  corresponding  term  of 
L879,  a  decrease  of  13;  seven,  however  (those  in  Hutchinson,  Henry, 
3ean,  and  Chaplin,  in  the  rural  district';  Ferguson's  Cove  and  the 
rraded  schools  of  Herring  Cove,  in  the  Western  District),  remained 
mopened  during  the  term  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria, 
rhe  trustees  in  nearly  all  of  these  sections  acted  under  medical  ad- 
dce. 

In  four  very  poor  and  scattered  sections,  where  the  salaries  rapge 
rom  $30  to  $45  per  term,  the  cancelling  of  the  Grade  E  licenses  ren- 
iered  it  quite  impossible,  without  granting  PermiaaiveSy  to  secure 
eachers.  The  accession  to  the  number  of  Grade  D  teachers  at  the 
sist  examination,  will  in  the  future  prevent  a  recurrence  of  this  in- 
onvenience. 

For  the  Summer  Term  we  have  had  113  schools — a  decrease  of  5 — 
►ut  those  in  Lower  Jeddore  (west),  Bedford,  and  Racket's  Cove,  were 
losed  by  medical  authirity — the  two  latter  for  more  than  half  of  the 
erm. 

This  gives  us  37  sections  without  school  in  the  Winter  Term,  and 

0  in  the  Summer  Term,  but  of  these  only  12  had  no  school  during 
ny  portion  of  the  year,  viz. : — Shad  Bay,  Sambro,  Spryfield,  Brook- 
ide,  and  Preston  (colored),  in  the  Western  District ;  Gerrard  s  Island, 
iOckeville,  Taylor's  Head,  Masquodoboit  Harbor,  and  Beaver  Harbor, 

1  the  Eastern  District;  Lake  Egmont  and  Caribou,  in  the  Rural. 
Those  who  are  acquainted  with  this  county  will  at  once  recognize 

hese,  with  the  exception  of  Lake  Egmont  and  Sambro,  as  very  feeble 
lections. 

The  above  statement,  with  the  number  of  pupils  registered,  and  the 
rand  total  days  of  attendance,  may  be  thus  tabulated : — 

Winter  Term. 

chools  in  operation ••••••  % • 105 

^upils  registered  •••••••••• •.•••••  •  •       4,707 

Irand  total  days  of  attendance  •••••... 298,721 
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Summer  Term. 

Schools  in  operation  > •  •  • « 113 

Pupils  registered •  • « ,  • « ,       5,001 

Grand  total  days  of  attendance  ...•>•«%.••• .••««••«•  303,865 

Total  number  of  different  pupils  in  attendance  during  Term  •  %       6,202 

Teachers  and  Grades* 

Winter  Term. A.  B.  C.  IX 

1.  9.  54.         46. 

SamTHer  Term....... .......... ......     A.  B.  C,  D. 

2.  12,         61.        74. 

At  present  the  children  in  some  sections  are  defrauded  of  their 
tights  to  an  education  from  the  fact  that  the  majority  refuse  to  vote 
supplies  for  the  support  of  the  school,  and  as  it  sometimas  happens 
that  the  minority  represent  the  wealthiest  rate-payers,  and  parents 
M'ho  have  families  to  educate^  it  is  certainly  unfair  that  their  earnest 
efforts  for  the  advancement  of  the  community  should  be  rendered  un- 
availing by  the  ignorant  selfishness  of  those  who,  because  they  have 
iio  direct  personal  interest  in  the  matter,  fail  to  appreciate  the  benefi- 
cent spirit  of  our  school  system.     If,  on  the  formal  application  of  a 
fair  number  of  rate-payers,  endorsed  by  the  Inspector,  the  Superin- 
tendent could  be  empowered  to  authorize  the  Trustees  to  assess  a 
Sufficient  amount  for  the  proper  equipment  of  the  school,  a  serious  in- 
justice would  be  averted,  and  the  provisions  of  the  law  carried  out 

In  connection  with  the  increase  of  Grade  D  teachers,  the  principle 
\ipon  which  the  County  Fund  will  hereafter  be  apportioned  will  en- 
tourage many  weak  sections,  where,  hitherto,  the  very  small  amount 
^rawn  has  made  it  almost  impossible  for  them  to  maintain  a  school. 

Two  new  school  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  Eastern  District, 
•one  at  Salmon  River  and  the  other  at  Qerrard's  Island,  the  former, 
large  and  commodious,  and  the  latter  suited  to  the  requirements  of 
*t;he  section. 

Although  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  I  have  been  compelled  to 
Ynark  my  dissatisfaction  with  several  schools,  still,  the  greater  number 
>nanifest  a  steady  improvement  in  order  and  discipline  and  the  method 
x)t  instruction^  and  we  may  reasonably  conclude  that  this  improve- 
ment will^  in  the  future,  be  still  more  marked,  as  our  teachers  are 
Aroused  to  the  necessity  of  making  themselves  acquainted  with  the 
more  advanced  educational  ideas  of  the  day,  so  that  they  may  avoid 
mere  routine,  and  learn  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  school-room  with 
originality  and  intelligence.  The  very  considerable  number  (32)  who 
attended  the  Educational  Association  of  Teachers  at  Truro,  last  sum- 
mer, especially  when  the  long  distance  which  some  had  to  travel  is 
%aken  into  account,  shews  a  real  earnestness  on  the  part  of  our  teachers, 
in  this  county,  which  augurs  well  for  their  future  success. 

Dartmouth  is  alive  to  the  fact  that  a  well  taught  Primary  Depart- 
ment is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  eflBciency  of  a  graded  school,  and 
they  have  given  practical  expression  to  this  conviction  by  engaging,  at 
the  liberal  salary  of  $400,  the  services  of  Miss  Russell,  a  teacher  who 
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foved  her  ability  in  the  Model   School  of  Truro.     Under  her 

fement  we  have  every  reason  to  expect  that  the  decided  progress 

department  will  fully  justify  the  liberality  of  the  section.     The 

ing  of  a  year  s  leave  of  absence  to  Miss  Findlay  and  Miss  MeKenna, 

[ers  of  real  merit,  in  order  that  they  may  still  further  pursue  their 

jssional  studies  in  the  Provincial  Normal  School,  affords  a  pleasing 

ition  of  confidence  and  a  spirit  of  determination  to  meet  the 

feasing  requirements  of  the  age. 

lince  my  re-appointment  in  January  last,  four  months  of  my  time 

^e  been  given  to  the  city  schools,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  make 

ireful  estimate  of  each  department  visited,  in  the  Monthly  Reports 

lich  have  been  regularly  submitted  to  your  notice.     The  Report  of 

le  Board  of   School   Commissioners,  together  with   these    Monthly 

jtimates  will  enable  you  to  form  an  opinion  concerning  the  standing 

id  progress  of  these  important  schools,  and,  will,  therefore,  obviate 

le  necessity  of  any  further  remarks. 

Respectfully  yours, 

H.  Condon, 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


DISTRICT  No.  2.— LUNENBURG  AND  QUEENS. 
Thomas  R.  Pattillo,  A.  M.,  Inspector, 

Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  I  send  below 
a  general  report  of  my  labors  in  the  schools,  and  of  educational  raat- 
ters  in  my  District. 

My  appointment  was  received  so  late  in  the  winter  term,  that  I  wa» 
able  to  visit  only  one  hundred  and  forty  schools,  remaining  on  an  aver- 
age one  hundred  and  fifty  minutes.  To  effect  this,  it  became  necessary 
occasionally  to  assemble  the  schools  earlier  than  usual.  The  object 
sought  to  be  attained  by  these  visits,  was  to  make  the  acquaintance  of 
teachers,  pupils,  and  as  many  of  the  school  oflBcials  as  possible,  that  I 
might  have  their  confidence  for  future  co-operative  efforts  ;  to  obtain 
an  insight  into  the  condition  and  management  of  the  schools,  and  to 
give  a  general  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  I  wished  then  conducted. 
That  the  above  might  be  accomplished,  I  participated  in  every  exer- 
cise witnessed,  while  in  many  schools  in  which  the  "any  how,"  "  any 
way "  method  appeared  to  prevail,  with  the  consent  of  the  teacher, 
I  took  charge  of  the  classes  during  my  entire  visit,  which  in  such 
cases  was  always  prolonged,  and  endeavoured  to  exemplify  a  better 
method  of  assembling  and  dismissing  pupils,  of  going  to  and  return- 
ing from  class,  and  of  conducting  recitations,  so  as  to  awaken  thought, 
and  excite  an  interest  in  the  subject  considered,  using  the  blackb(Murd 
for  explanation,  whenever  it  could  be  profitably  done. 
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In  May,  I  visited  several  schools  in  which  inexperienced  teachers 
had  taken  charge,  and  assisted  them  in  starting  their  work  properly. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  summer  term,  every  school  was  inspected 
that  was  in  session.  The  visits  averaged  two  hours  and  twenty  min- 
utes. The  same  plan  of  taking  part  in  all  exercises  from  that  of  the 
infant  class  to  the  most  advanced  was  pursued.  In  most  of  the 
schools,  classes  in  either  reading,  geography,  grammar  or  arithmetic 
were  taught  by  me,  and  in  several  an  interesting  and  exciting  method 
of  conducting  a  spelling  lesson  was  illustrated,  while  physical  exer- 
cises were  frequently  introduced.  In  the  County  Academies,  the 
Bridgewater  High  School,  and  the  other  Graded  Schools,  with  a  single 
exception,  comparative  test  exercises  were  held  in  the  advanced  depart- 
ments. Standards  were  used  which  applied  equally  to  similar  schools. 
The  results  were  made  known,  when  possible,  at  the  close  of  the  visit, 
to  teacher  and  pupils  viva  voce,  and  afterwards  sent  to  teacher  and 
trustees  in  writing.  A  similar  course  was  followed  in  the  inspection 
of  the  most  advanced  Miscellaneous  Schools,  but  on  other  standards. 
"Order"  was  one  of  the  tests,  to  decide  on  which  there  were  noted :  the 
surroundings  of  the  premises ;  the  neatness  and  tidiness  in  disposal  of 
hats  and  caps ;  the  tidiness  of  the  pupils  arrangement  of  book,  slate, 
etc.,  in  the  desk ;  cleanliness  of  the  room ;  quietness  in  assembling  and 
dismissing ;  stillness  of  class  exercises  ;  positions  on  the  floor,  and  at- 
tention to  work  in  hand.  With  a  view  to  the  restoring  of  the  good 
manner  for  which  school  boys  and  girls  were  proverbial,  as  well  as  to 
strengthen  the  teachings  at  home,  the  style  of  intercourse  between  the 
teacher  and  pupils  and  the  pupils  themselves  were  also  observed,  and 
formed  a  part  of  the  above  test.  In  like  manner  were  the  other 
exercises  conducted.  I  believe  this  system  will  have  the  d?sired  ef- 
fect of  stimulating  the  teachers  and  pupils  to  more  and  better  work. 
In  the  schools  thus  examined,  there  was  not  much  difference  in  the 
totals,  although  more  or  less  variation  in  the  ratings,  while  the  general 
results  were  very  satisfactory. 

Deficiencies. — The  principal  points  in  which  many  of  the  Schools 
fail,  are  thoroughness  in  their  work  and  the  practical  application  of 
rules  and  principles  to  matters  of  everyday  life.  In  justification  of  the 
first  deficiency,  I  will  cite  the  method  practised  in  the  teaching,  pr 
the  attempted  teaching  of  reading,  which,  with  few  exceptions,  was  as 
follows: — The  summoning  of  the  class,  which  was  effected  occasion- 
ally in  good  order,  but  more  frequently  with  much  confusion;  the 
announcement  of  the  subject ;  the  pronouncing  of  the  words  in  a 
monotonous,  unintelligible  jumble ;  the  stumbling  at  the  difficult  ones  ; 
the  hearing  of  those  selected  for  spelling ;  and  the  task  was  accom- 
plished, the  reading  lesson  taught, — no,  not  taught, — only  heard,  and 
badly  too.  The  pupils,  after  such  an  exercise,  have  not  an  intelligent 
idea  of  the  subject  treated,  nor  have  they  gained  such  a  knowledge  of 
the  words  at  which  they  hesitated,  as  to  enable  them  to  pronuouce 
them  when  again  met.  In  this  manner  have  they  been  hurried  through 
reader  after  reader,  until  in  many  schools  the  sixth  and  seventh  books 
were  found  in  the  hands  of  scholars,  the  most  of  whom,  so  far  as 
knowledge  or  correct  pronunciation  was  concerned,  would  have  been 
much  more  appropriately  placed  among  the  members  of  the  fourth 
class,  and  the  money  used  in  the  purchase  of  such  expensive  books, 
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others  of  same  grade  in  classes  one  and  two.  The  former  have  been 
admonished,  and  will  be  reported,  in  justice  to  the  latter,  unless  a 
marked  improvement  is  seen  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Registers.'— The  most  of  these  were  models  of  neatness,  but  I  no- 
ticed in  my  first  visits  that  the  "  Deportment  "  page  in  many  of  them 
was  entirely  blank.  The  teachers'  attention  was  directed  to  this  neglect 
of  duty,  and  to  the  regulation  bearing  on  the  point.  The  past  term 
the  most  of  the  registers  were  properly  as  well  as  neatly  kept. 

Returns. — Seventy-nine  of  the  Winter  Returns  were  incorrect.  The 
errors  occurred  principally  in  the  grand  total  of  days,  and  varied  from 
one  to  one  thousand  days.  They  were  generally  against  the  interested 
sections,  w^hich  displayed  more  carelessness  than  intentional  wrong- 
doing. These  imposed  much  extra  labor  and  expense,  and  deterred 
me  in  forwarding  my  reports.  To  remedy  this,  I  brought  to  the 
teachers*  notice  the  particular  points  in  which  the  mistakes  were 
found,  and  as  a  result  the  Summer  Returns  had  only  fourteen  slight 
errors. 

School  Houses. — When  I  visited  the  sections  the  first  time,  I  noticed 
the  untidy  and  apparently  neglected  appearance  of  many  of  the  build- 
ings. I  found  also  that  diphtheria  had  been  making  sad  work 
among  the  pupils  of  several  sections.  With  the  view  to  prevent  the 
re-appearance  of  this  fearful  disease  in  such  schools,  and  to  keep  it 
out  of  others,  so  far  as  cleanliness  would  tend  to  do  this,  as  well  as  to 
make  the  houses  healthier  and  more  attractive  abodes  for  the  children, 
and  therefore  better  suited  for  school  work,  I  issued  a  circular  to  all 
the  trustees  where  schools  were  in  operation,  requesting  them  during 
the  vacation  to  have  all  the  buildings  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  where 
not  painted,  whitened  inside  and  out,  blackboards  renewed,  where  re- 

Juired,  glass  set,  and  entrance  to  the  buildings  graded  and  gravelled, 
am  pleased  to  report  that  many  looked  at  this  mattter  in  the  proper 
light,  and  complied  at  once  with  my  wishes ;  others  were  more  tardy, 
while  a  very  few,  who  apparently  cared  neither  for  the  health  of  the 
children,  nor  the  appearance  and  condition  of  of  the  buildings,  re- 
fused,— so  that  neat,  tidy  buildings  are  the  rule  now  in  the  district, 
and  neglected  ones  the  exception.  Ten  new  buildings  were  opened 
for  school  this  year,  only  two  of  which  were  finished ;  the  most  of  the 
others  will  be  completed  shortly.  Five  sections  where  there  have 
never  been  schools,  are  agitating  the  matter  of  houses,  and  will  prob- 
ably erect  them  next  season ;  four  others  in  which  the  buildmgs  were 
condemned,  voted  very  creditable  amounts  at  the  annual  meetings,  for 
erecting  new  ones ;  whilst  others  that  were  notified  to  provide  more 
accommodation  for  the  pupils,  have  the  subject  of  the  most  favorable 
plan  of  enlargement  for  their  respective  sections,  under  consideration. 
Trustees. — These  officials  in  many  sections,  were  quite  unacquainted 
with  their  duties,  and  therefore  very  remiss  in  their  performance, 
while  in  some  cases  they  were  working  illegally.  The  "  manuals  "  had 
either  been  mislaid  or  destroyed,  while  the  journals  had  apparently 
shared  the  same  fate.  To  rectify  the  errors  and  prevent  others  from 
occuring,  I  issued  a  general  circular,  in  which  their  attention  was  di~ 
rected  to  the  law  bearing  on  the  points  under  consideration,'  and  full 
explanations  made.  Through  this  medium,  I  communicated  with  the 
most  of  the  trustees  four  times  during  the  year,  and  shall  continue  to 
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o  SO,  whenever  I  observe  it  to  be  necessary,  until  the  new  Manual  is 
ssued,  which,  permit  me  to  say  here,  cannot  be  too  soon. 

Furniture. — Three  school  houses  have  been  supplied  with  new 
furniture  of  a  neat  pattern.  The  antiquated  long  desks  in  some  others 
will  be  supplanted  by  new  ones  next  year. 

A'fyparatas  and  Text  Book. — A  great  many  schools  are  indifferently 
supplied  with  the  necessary  apparatus  and  text  books,  but  as  "  hard 
times  "  appears  to  have  such  a  tirm  grasp  on  No.  2  District,  I  have  not 
required  them  to  be  furnished,  excepting  in  a  few  instances  where 
sections  received  so  much  from  the  County  Fund,  as  to  be  nearly  self- 
supporting.     In  these  cases  they  were  obtained. 

Meetings. — I  have  held  meetings  in  several  sections  by  appointment» 
and  attended  others  by  invitation,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  disputed 
questions ;  arranging  for  the  building  of  school-houses,  and  awakening 
a  greater  interest  in  school  matters  amongst  those  who  have  hitherto 
been  quite  indifferent  to  them.  These  were  generally  well  attended, 
and  resulted  very  satisfactorily. 

Attendance. — During  the  year,  G213  different  pupils  were  in  the 
schools  in  Lunenburg  County,  and  2170  in  those  of  Queens,  with  an 
average  daily  attendance  of  2537  in  the  former,  and  1061  in  the  latter. 

Suggestions. — Looking  upon  the  irregular  attendance  in  our  schools 
as  the  most  serious  drawback  to  the  successful  working  of  our  educa- 
tional  system,  and  noticing  the  apathy  and  indifference  of  those  who 
should  be  agitating  this  much  needed  reform,  it  has  occurred  to  me 
that  a  "  Permissive  Compulsory  Attendance  "  law  might  be  framed 
and  submitted  to  the  rate-payers  at  the  annual  meetings,  on  the  same 
or  similar  principles  as  the  Canada  Temperance  Act.  This  course 
has  been  suggested  to  a  number  of  our  most  intelligent  men,  with  the 
view  to  elicit  their  opinions  on  the  subject,  which  have  always  been 
in  approval.  I  am  quite  confident  that  in  three  years  such  an  act,  if 
passed,  would  be  in  operation  in  every  section  in  the  Province. 

The  manner  in  which  the  "  poll-tax  "  is  levied  seems  to  apply  very 
unfairly  in  a  great  many  sections,  especially  those  in  which  most  of 
the  rates  are  collected  through  said  tax.  Single  men  in  many  in- 
stances are  obliged  to  pay  quite  as  much  as  those  having  valuable 
properties  and  several  children  to  participate  in  the  privileges  of  the 
school.  The  law  exempting  men  over  sixty  years  from  the  payment 
of  this  tax,  bears  even  more  unfairly,  as  in  many  instances  persons 
are  entirely  freed  from  paying  rates,  while  largely  benefitted  by 
the  school.  This  works  to  the  greatest  disadvantage  to  poll-tax 
payers  in  small  sections,  where  the  amounts  voted  are  often  as  many 
dollars  as  there  are  rate-payers.  Were  the  poll-tax  levied  and  col- 
lected on  the  same  principle  as  the  Poor  and  County  Rates,  it  would  be 
more  equitable  and  satisfactory. 

The  regulation  that  prevents  teachers  making  up  any  days  lost  in 
the  term  before  commencing  school,  often  places  them  in  an  unfair 
position.  They  cannot  do  impossibilities.  When  the  term  closing  is 
followed  by  another  beginning  the  next  morning,  those  that  have 
taken  schools  at  a  distance  cannot  reach  them  in  time  to  commence  on 
the  first  day,  and  often  not  on  the  second,  or  even  the  third  of  the  new 
term.     I  would  recommend  that  some  provision  be  made  for  such 
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biases,  so  that  all  may  be  placed  on  a  similar  footing — ^those  that  are 
obliged  to  travel  as  well  as  those  that  are  not. 

I  would  recommend  further,  that  some  suitable  provision  be  made 
for  the  payment  of  the  acting  Commissioners.  These  gentlemen  at- 
tend the  meetings  of  the  Board  at  considerable  sacrifice ;  some  are 
obliged  to  leave  their  business,  others  to  travel  a  greater  or  less  dis- 
tance^ and  are  generally  under  expense. 

The  Standing  Committee  has  its  special  duties  to  perform  in  addi- 
tion, as  have  others  appointed  to  settle  disputed  sites  and  boundaries, 
where  not  clearly  defined.  It  seems  unreasonable  to  ask  these  services 
gratuitously,  and  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  a  portion  of  the 
County  Fund  for  schools  be  appropriated  for  the  above  purpose. 

There  are  other  subjects  I  purposed  bringing  to  your  notice,  but  my 
report  has  already  become  so  lengthy,  they  must  be  passed  by  until  a 
future  time. 

I  wish  before  closing  to  express  ray  appreciation  of  the  manner  in 
which  I  have  been  received  in  every  section  of  my  district.  The 
greatest  kindness  has  been  shown  me  by  school  officials,  teachers, 
pupils,  and  people  generally,  wherever  I  have  gone.  This  has  greatly 
cheered  me  in  my  work  in  the  schools,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  in  my 
i>ext  report  to  state  that  the  number  of  indifferent  ones  has  been 
greatly  reduced.  Referring  you  to  my  "Notes  of  Inspection*'  for 
particulars, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  R.  PATTILLa 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  No,  3.— SHELBURNE  AND  YARMOUTH. 

A.  C*  A.  DoANE,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  the  required  annual  report  of 
the  schools  in  District  No.  3  for  the  year  just  closed. 

The  statistical  tables  have  been  prepared  with  all  possible  care  as 
to  accuracy.  Where  errors  in  the  returns  were  evident,  these  have 
been  corrected,  either  from  my  pr^nous  notes,  or  from  other  estimates. 
Although  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  Grand  Total,  and  in  the  number 
of  pupils  in  attendance,  owing,  it  is  believed,  to  many  of  the  schools 
being  taught  only  half  of  the  year,  and  to  the  prevalence  of  sickness 
in  some  other  sections,  yet  the  efficiency  of  the  permanent  schools  has 
not  deteriorated,  and  the  general  progress  of  the  pupils  at  school  has 
compared  favorably  with  other  years. 

The  following  selections  from  the  abstracts  will  give  a  statistical 
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outline  of  the  sections,  schools,  teachers,  general  attendance,  and  final 
results  for  the  two  Counties  separately : — 


No.  of  sections 


SHELBURNE. 

66 


YARMOUTH. 

70 


Winter.    Summer.    Winter.     Summer. 


No.  without  schools 25           11 

No.  schools  in  operation 56           63 

No.  teachers  and  assistants 57           63 

No.  pupils  registered 2614       2446 

Proportion  of  population  at  school ..  1  in  4.7    1  in  5 

"         "                 ■  3140 


No.  different  pupils  for  the  year . . . 
Proportion  of  population  at  school 

for  the  year 1  in  3.9 

No.  pupils  daily  present  on  average 

for  the  time  in  session  ^ 1563       1550 

No.  for  the  full  term 1465     14457 

Grand  Total  days'  attendance 167315  156390 


14  6 

76  72 

83  77 

4155       3678 
1  in  4.4     1  in  5 
4870 

1  in  3.8 

2662       2476 

2487       1267 

286419  241685 


Number  and  Grades  of  Teachers. 

ShMmme. 

Males.  Females^ 

A,     B.      C.      D.      Total.        B.      C.      D.     Total 


Winter 1 

Assistants  .  •  r . » 
Summer 1 


7 
1 
5 


9 
4 


2 
1 


19 

1 

11 


2 
2 


18 
23 


17 
27 


37 
52 


Tarmouih. 

Males. 


A. 

Winter 2 

Assistants 

Simimer  .••••.. 
Assistants 


o 


B. 
13 

9 


C. 

8 


D. 

4 
1 
4 


Total. 
27 
1 
19 


B. 
4 


Females. 

C.      D.     Total 


30 
2 

32 
1 


15 
4 

10 
2 


49 
6 

55 
3 


shelburne.  tarmouth. 

Winter,     Summer.  Winter.     Summer. 

No.  teachers  engaged  in  same  section       19           29  47           29 

No.  teachers  removed 27           19  30           45 

No.  of  new  teachers 10           15  6             3 

Average  Annual  Salary  of  Teachers  from  Sections. 

shelburne.  yarmouth. 

JfaZ€«— Grades  A  and  B 3282  84  $426  66 

Grade  C 213  10  272  00 

"     D 135  00  191  51 

FernaUa—              "     B 185  00  185  00 

"     C 135  32  209  06 

"     D.. 108  76  138  65 
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Scfiool  Houses. — No  new  houses  have  been  built  in  Shelbume 
County,  but  repairs  have  been  effected  at  Jordan  Falls  by  an  exten- 
sion, whereby  another  apartment  is  formed;  at  Black  Point,  by 
replastering  and  painting ;  at  Green  Harbour,  by  providing  new  desks 
and  seats ;  and  in  other  sections,  by  making  new  blackboard  surface, 
and  other  improvements.  In  Yarmouth  County,  a  new  house  has 
been  built  at  Lower  Town  Section,  to  replace  that  which  was  burned 
last  spring.  It  Is  a  spacious  building,  having  five  large  departmental 
rooms,  and  suitable  lobbies  on  the  ground  floor ;  a  basement  the  full 
size  of  the  house,  with  furnaces  and  other  conveniences  specially 
adapted  to  school  purposes.  The  desks  and  seats  are  modelled  after 
the  American  patent,  made  by  Messrs.  Banney  &  Haley,  of  Yarmouth, 
and  are  neat,  well-propoitioned,  and  suitable.  Altogether  the  build- 
ing is  a  very  creditable  structure,  and  is  admirably  fitted  for  the 
object  intended. 

The  house  at  Sand  Beach  has  been  greatly  improved ;  the  whole  in- 
terior has  been  newly  plastered,  blackboard  surface  prepared,  the 
woodwork  painted,  and  new  patent  desks  provided. 

The  contemplated  improvements  for  the  ensuing  year  are  new  houses 
at  Clyde  River  and  Upper  Port  La  Tour,  in  Shelbume  County,  and  at 
Maitland,  in  Yarmouth  County.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  an  improving 
interest  in  school  buildings,  and  to  know  that  many  of  those  recently 
constructed,  particularly  in  Yarmouth  County,  are  spacious,  commod- 
ious, and  of  a  tasteful  style  of  architecture. 

The  furniture  in  most  of  the  houses  is  suitable,  and  in  fair  condi- 
tion ;  in  some  it  is  worn  and  defaced,  and  in  a  few  it  is  somewhat 
antiquated.  Usually  when  changes  are  made,  improved  furniture  is 
introduced.  It  would  be  well  if  some  more  stringent  measures  were 
adopted  to  preserve  the  furniture  from  mutilation.  The  cutting  and 
marking  of  desks  and  seats  are  too  prevalent,  and  should  be 
prevented. 

The  want  of  sufficient  text-books  is  a  serious  evil,  and  calls  for  a 
prompt  remedy.  In  the  larger  number  of  schools  the  books  are  sup- 
plied by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  parents.  In  this  way  some  pupils 
are  well  provided,  and  others  are  almost  destitute,  making  proper 
classification  very  difficult,  and  the  work  of  the  school-room  unsatis- 
factory. 

I  cannot  avoid  referring  again  to  the  irregular  attendance  of  pupils. 
This  is  the  bane  of  our  schools,  and  is  being  realized  as  such  by  our 
people  generally.  The  necessity  for  a  Compulsory  Attendance  Act  is 
being  freely  discussed,  and  many  are  of  opinion  that  the  time  has 
fully  arrived  when  something  should  be  done  to  procure  it.  At  the 
last  annual  meeting  in  Tusket,  the  following  was  adopted : — ** Resolved 
That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  a  law  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  children  at  school  should  be  forthwith  enacted  by  the  Legislature." 
This,  I  believe,  expresses  the  views,  not  only  of  the  rate-payers  in 
Tusket,  but  of  many  other  sections  in  this  District.  One  trustee  re- 
marked to  me  not  long  since,  "  We  pay  our  taxes,  employ  teachers 
open  schools,  and  the  children,  for  whose  benefit  this  is  intended  are 
playing  about  the  streets."  A  rate-payer  said,  "I  pay  ten  dollars 
school-tax,  and  the  children,  for  whose  education  it  is  paid,  are  nin- 
ning  about  practising  mischief."     Such  expressions,  and  many  similar 
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might  be  added,  have  a  forcible  meaning,  and  indicate  a  desire  for 
more  stringent  measures  than  have  heretofore  been  attempted. 

It  is,  perhaps,  useless  to  refer  again  to  the  frequent  change  of 
teachers  as  obstructive  of  school  improvement.  The  evil  continues,  as 
seen  by  the  preceding  table,  and  will  probably  not  be  abated  until  better 
and  permanent  salaries  are  given  to  the  deserving. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  all  the  schools  twice,  and  some, 
where  it  seemed  necessary,  oftener.  The  time  was  bccupied  in  taking 
statistics  of  the  school,  examining  classes  in  the  branches  taught,  sug- 
gesting improvements  where  needed,  and  urging  assiduous  attention 
to  duty,  and  thoroughness  in  the  work  in  hand.  The  trustees  were 
also  visited  when  accessible,  and  the  special  wants  of  the  school  and 
school -room  discussed. 

The  sections  without  schools  have  also  been  visited,  plans  and  esti- 
mates for  school-houses  given,  and  trustees  urged  to  provide  school 
privileges  for  both  terms  of  the  year  whenever  practicable. 

The  custom  of  having  half-year  s  school  only  prevails  in  several 
sections  well  able  to  sustein  schools  both  terms  of  the  year.  This  de- 
prives a  good  many  children  of  the  educational  privileges  to  which 
they  are  entitled,  and  renders  the  instruction  given  wholly  elemen- 
tary. 

Of  the  branches  taught,  there  is  no  material  change  to  be  noted 
since  last  year.  In  Shelbume  County  the  instruction  given  has  been 
much  as  stated  in  former  reports.  Some  of  the  teachers  are  succeed- 
ing admirably,  and  some  of  their  pupils  are  well  advanced.  The  work 
of  others  is  of  a  more  medium  character,  while  the  remainder  scarcely 
attain  to  a  fair  standing.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  make  a  compari- 
son in  Yarmouth  Countv  with  former  years;  many  of  the  schools 
have  very  efficient  teachers,  and  the  class  exercises  in  these  were 
usually  most  satisfactory.  This  was  particularly  noticeable  in  the 
graded  schools,  more  especially  of  the  town  sections,  where  the  very 
complete  grading  renders  the  work  thorough  and  systematic. 

In  the  Acadian  schools  some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  get- 
ting teachers  who  could  speak  the  French  language.  It  is  hoped,  ere 
long,  this  want  will  be  supplied,  as  some  of  the  young  persons  purpose 
preparing  themselves  by  attendance  at  the  Normal  School  and  else- 
where for  examinatiom  next  summer.  In  the  sections  having  good 
teachers  the  schools  are  large,  the  deportment  of  the  pupils  praise- 
worthy, and  the  desire  for  improvement  very  manifest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  A.  DOAKE, 

Djlvid  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

StipeHntendent  of  Education, 
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DISTRICT  No.  4,-DIGBY  AND  ANNAPOLIS. 

L.  S.  Morse,  Inspector. 

Sir, — The  following  report  of  the  state  of  the  public  schools  in 
Inspectoral  District  No.  4,  including  the  Counties  of  Digby  and 
Annapolis,  for  the  year  ended  October  31st,  1880,  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

The  number  of  school  sections  in  the  said  inspectoral  district  is  one 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  of  which  number  one  hundred  and  two 
are  in  Annapolis  County  and  seventy-five  in  Digby  County.  Of  these 
sections  fifty-two  have  been  adjudged  worthy  of  receiving  extra  aid 
as  "  poor  sections."  Several  of  these  last  named  sections,  however, 
voluntarily  debarred  themselves  from  receiving  the  extra  grants  pro- 
vided by  statute  by  employing  first  or  second  class  teachers.  Eleven 
sections  only  were  without  schools  during  some  portion  of  the  year. 

The  school  accommodcition  in  most  sections  is  sufficient  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  law.     The  greater  part  of  the  deficiency  in  this 
respect  is  in  the  Municipality  of  Clare,  among  the  Acadian  French 
population.     Several  sections  in  this  part  of  my  district,  each  having 
from  ninety  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  children  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  fifteen  years,  are  provided  with  school  houses  containing  one 
large  school-room  only,  with  one  medium  sized  class-room  adjoining. 
Tiverton  Section  on  Long  Island  has  also  but  one  school-room  for 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  children  of  school   going  age. 
Graded  schools  should  be  maintained  in  all  the  sections  last  referred 
to.     The  application  of  section  70  of  the  School  Manual  in  connection 
with  section  120  and  the  amendment  thereto  in  the  distribution  of  the 
county  grant,  is  already  beginning  to  exert  a  beneficial  effect,  and  will 
no  doubt  soon  induce  the  rate-payers  of  these  sections  to  provide  the 
accdmmodation,  and  sustain  the  number  of  teachers  required  by  the  law 
without  the  application  of  any  compulsory  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
educational  authorities.     There  are  a  few  sections  in  which  the  build- 
ings now  occupied  for  school  purposes  are  unfit  for  further  use.     I 
shall  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  at  the  next  meetings  of  the  Boards  of 
Commissioners,  to  recommend  these  buildings  be  condemned.     Three 
new  and  commodious  school  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year, 
namely  in  Brooklyn,  West  and  Falkland  sections  in  the  County  of 
Annapolis,  and  in  Shore  section  in  the  County  of  Digby.     Repairs 
more  or  less  extensive  have  been  made  in  other  sections. 

The  furniture  in  most  school  houses  is  of  a  suitable  description.  In 
some  cases  desks  and  seats,  otherwise  unobjectionable,  are  not  properly 
graded,  or  are  not  arranged  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  the  con- 
venience and  comfort  of  the  pupils  in  the  performance  of  their  desk- 
work.  A  little  more  care  and  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  trustees 
would,  to  a  great  extent,  remedy  this  defect.  In  a  few  school  houses 
the  lurniture  is  so  antiquated  in  style  and  bad  in  other  respects,  that 
it  will  be  incumbent  upon  me  to  recommend  the  Commissioners  of 
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Schools,  at  their  next  meetings,  to  exercise  the  powers  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  recent  amendment  to  section  69  of  the  Manual. 

In  the  matter  of  apparatus  there  is  a  deficiency  in  most  school- 
rooms.    In  a  majority  of  cases  the  supply  is  limited  to  blackboard, 
the  hemispheres,  and  map  of  Nova  Scotia.     Comparatively  speaking, 
very  few  are  furnished  with  terrestrial  globe,  unabridged  dictionary 
and  gazetteer — articles  which  are  indispensable  in  all  public  schools. 
In  many  cases  hand- bells  and  ball-frames  are  not  supplied.     If  no 
other  way  can  be  found  to  compel   trustees  to  furnish  these  articles,  I 
would  suggest  that  the  County  Grant  be  withheld  from  any  section 
failing  to  provide  apparatus  which,  in  Hhe  judgment  of  the  Inspector 
or  Superinter.dent,  is  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  the  school. 
Unless  some  compulsory  method  be  adopted  to  obviate  this  defect  it 
will  be  some  time  before  many  of  the  rate-payers  and  trustees  of  this 
district  will  be  brought  to  view  this  matter  in  its  proper  light  and  act 
accordingly.     The  number  and  grade  of  teachers  and  assistants  em- 
ployed in  the  two  counties  forming  the  district  will  be  found  in 
Table  II.  of  the  Statistics,  in  consequence  of  which  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  enumerate  them  again.      A  larger   percentage   of   the 
teachers  are  sustaining  their  licenses  creditably ;  and  the  pupils  under 
their  tuition  give  evidence  of  satisfactory  training,  and  development 
of  their  reasoning  faculties.     In  some  cases,  however,  the  teachers 
duties  are  being  discharged  in  a  perfunctory  manner,  and  too  little 
attention  is  being  paid  to  training  the  pupils  to  think  for  themselves. 
It  has  been  my  aim  in  such  cases  to  inculcate  by  precept  and  example, 
as  far  as  the  time  at  my  disposal  would  permit,  the  necessity  of  getting 
the  pupils  to  comprehend  tne  ideas  contained  in  their  lessons  rather 
than  to  be  able  to  repeat  the  words  by  means  of  which  those  ideas  are 
conveyed.     I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  number  of 
the  teachers  of  the  class  last  referred  to,  is  gradually  diminishing.     In 
proportion  as  teachers  become  imbued  with  correct  ideas  in  regard  to 
training  pupils,  and  put  them  into  practice,  in  that  proportion  do  can- 
didates prepared   by   them  for  examination,  reflect  their  ideas  and 
become  capable  of  achieving  success  in  the  school-room.     It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  all  who  have  charge  of 
our  public  schools  will  be  found  to  be  teachers  in  the  highest  and 
noblest  sense  ;  and  when  all  rate-payers  and  trustees  will  be  sufficiently 
educated  to  be  able  to  discriminate  between  those  who  teach  and  those 
who  keep  school.     A  thorough  course  of  training  in  the  art  of  teaching 
and  maintaining  discipline  on  the  part  of  our  teachers,  would  con- 
tribute largely  to  the  present  as  well  as  future  success  of  our  common- 
school  system  of  education.     Trained  teachers  are,  as  a  rule,  much 
more  efficient  than  those  who  have  not  been  equally  privileged. 

The  cancellation  of  grade  E  licenses  was  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. The  beneficial  effects  of  this  act  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  cannot  fail  to  be  realized.  A  person  who  cannot  succeed 
in  obtaining  a  higher  license  than  grade  E,  is  not  properly  qualified, 
educationally  at  least,  to  take  charge  of  a  school.  A  teacher  to  be 
successful  must  be  well  informed,  and  should  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  all  branches  which  he  is  required  to  teach.  Whatever 
is  taught  in  our  schools  should  be  taught  correctly ;  hence  the  necessity 
of  having  a  high  standard  of  admission  into  the  teaching  profession. 
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,  Owing  principally  to  the  withdrawal  of  Grade  E  licenses,  I  was 
obliged  during  the  year  to  apply  for  a  number  of  "  permissive  licenses," 
more  particularly  for  the  purpose  of  securing  teachers  for  the  schools 
among  the  Acadian  French  in  the  Municipality  of  Clare.  In  these 
schools  many  of  the  younger  pupils  cannot  understand  English,  in 
consequence  of  which  English  teachers,  unless  thoroughly  conversant 
with  the  French  language,  cannot  be  employed.  The  difficulty  with 
which  French  applicants  for  license  have  to  contend  in  passing  the 
required  examination  is  very  great.  Their  thoughts  are  naturally 
conceived  in  their  vernacular  language  and  then  translated  into 
English  if  required,  in  consequence  of  which  and  of  the  short  time 
allowed  at  the  examination,  they  are  placed  at  a  disadvantage.  This 
difficulty  is  being  in  a  manner  overcome.  At  the  examination  of  can- 
didates for  license  at  Clare  station  in  July  last,  six  French  applicants 
obtained  licenses.  There  are  now  in  my  district  twelve  or  thirteen 
French  teachers  to  supply  twenty-two  French  schools,  four  of  which, 
however,  have  been  during  the  year  under  the  Sisters  of  Charity.  It 
will  therefore  be  still  necessary  in  some  cases  to  have  recourse  to 
**  permissive  license  "  until  a  further  accession  to  the  ranks  of  the 
French  teachers  is  made. 

The  progress  made  by  the  pupils*  in  attendance  at  school  has  been 
generally  satisfactory  considering  the  irregularity  in  the  attendance  of 
pupils,  of  which  mention  '^'ill  be  made  presently.  The  French  schools 
are,  as  a  rule,  not  so  far  advanced  as  those  in  the  English  sections. 
The  principal  cause  of  this  is  not  any  lack  of  ability  on  the  part  of 
teachers  or  pupils,  but  is  owing  chiefly  to  the  fact  that  teachers  and 
taught  are  compelled  to  impart  and  receive  instruction  in  two  dis- 
tinct languages.  Another  cause  operating  against  the  attainment  of 
rapid  progress  in  several  of  these  schools,  is  the  large  number  of  pupils 
placed  under  the  charge  of  one  teacher,  with  sometimes  an  assistant, 
as  mentioned  in  a  former  part  of  this  report.  The  general  progress 
which  is  being  attained  by  these  schools  is,  however,  highly  commend- 
able, if  due  allowance  be  made  for  the  impediments  above  mentioned. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  a  gradual  improvement  in  the 
method  of  imparting  instruction  in  the  schools.  A  considerable  per- 
centage of  the  teachers  understand  this  matter  thoroughly.  The 
results  of  their  labors  are  plainly  visible  in  the  schools  under  their 
charge,  and  in  the  teachers  who  have  had  the  benefit  of  their  tuition 
and  example.  In  many  cases,  however,  a  sufficient  amount  cf  time  is 
employed  in  attempting  to  teach  the  various  branches,  to  ensure  satis- 
factory results;  but  it  is  often  spent  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  of  little 
practical  benefit  This  is  particularly  the  case  with  the  important 
subject  of  reading.  Many  teachers  apparently  do  not  understand  the 
natural  rules  and  principles  applicable  to  this  branch  of  study,  hence 
too  little  attention  is  paid  to  inflection,  modulation,  emphasis,  and  the 
other  requisites  of  good  reading,  which  must  be  understood  and  prac- 
tised by  every  one  who  would  bring  out  clearly  and  distinctly  the 
ideas  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  the  writer.  Good  reading  evident- 
ly consists,  in  their  estimation,  in  being  able  to  repeat  the  words  used 
with  tolerable  rapidity  and  distinction.  Such  being  the  case,  I  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  this  important  subject  be  brought  promi- 
nently before  applicants  for  license;  and  that  at  the  examinations 
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hereafter  to  be  held  they  be  subjected  to  a  test  on  this  branch  as  con- 
tained in  "  Lewis*  How  to  Read,"  or  in  some  other  compendious  work 
on  the  subject.  It  is  useless  to  expect  to  attain  a  high  standard  in 
this  or  any  other  subject  unless  the  teacher  is  qualified  to  impart  the 
needed  instruction.  As  matters  now  stand,  too  many  teachers  hear 
their  class  read,  but  give  them  very  little  proper  instruction  by  pre- 
cept or  example. 

The  remarks  which  have  just  been  made  in  reference  to  readings 
apply  with  some  modification  to  other  branches  of  study  as  taught  by 
those  who  have  not  been  sufficiently  trained  in  the  art  of  teaching. 
The  necessity  of  increasing  our  staff"  of  trained  teachers,  is  no  doubt 
receiving  your  careful  consideration. 

Next  in  importance  to  efficient  teachers  is  good  apparatus,  and 
especially  suitable  text-books.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report 
that  the  Readers  and  mathematical  books  now  prescribed  are  giving 
general  satisfaction.  The  two  arithmetics  and  the  geometry  now 
being  introduced  are,  in  the  judgment  of  our  best  teachers,  a  marked 
improvement  on  those  formerly  in  use.  Some  of  the  text-books  now 
prescribed  are,  however,  not  finding  general  favor  among  teachers, — 
especially  Campbeirs  History  of  Nova  Scotia,  Wormeirs  Natural 
Philosophy,  and  one  or  two  of  the  science  primers.  The  objection 
urged  against  the  Philosophy  is,  that  it  is  too  difficult  for  the  common 
schools.  The  want  of  suitable  apparatus  f^r  performing  experiments 
is  urged  as  an  objection  to  one  or  two  science  primers.  Text-books 
that  would  meet  with  the  approval  of  all,  must  possess  merits  of  a 
very  high  order  in  respect  to  matter,  style  of  presentation,  and  cheap- 
ness. It  is  asserted  by  some  of  our  experienced  and  most  successful 
teachers  that  Steele's  works  on  Natural  Philosophy^  Physiology,  and 
other  subjects  possess  these  qualifications  in  a  high  degree,  and  that 
they  are  superior  as  common-school  texts  to  those  now  prescribed. 
Not  having  examined  the  books  I  cannot  form  an  (pinion  of  my  own 
respecting  them. 

The  irregularity  in  the  attendance  of  pupils  at  school  and  non- 
attendance  reported  on  former  occasions  continue,  I  regret  to  say,  as 
great  as  ever.  These  are  most  serious  impediments  to  the  attainment  of 
progress.  The  facts  disclosed  by  the  official  returns  from  the  schools 
in  my  inspectoral  district  are  as  follows :  The  number  of  pupils  daily 
present  at  school  on  an  average  for  time  in  session,  per  one  hundred 
registered,  was  fifty-seven  for  the  winter  term  and  fifty-eight  for  the 
summer  term.  The  percentage  for  the  full  term  for  the  same  periods 
was  53.9  and  54.3  respectively.  The  percentage  of  pupils  daily  present 
for  time  in  session  ought  not,  in  any  term,  to  be  less  than  seventy-five. 
The  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  re- 
ported not  at  school  in  sections  having  schools,  was  no  less  than  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-nine  for  the  winter  term,  and  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  for  the  summer  term. 
These  significant  facts  reveal  a  vast  amount  of  indifference  to  the 
claims  of  education  which  should  not  exist  in  any  country  whose 
inhabitants  have  established  free  schools  by  law.  The  evil  consequences 
of  the  state  of  affairs  are  not  confined  merely  to  those  who  absent 
themselves  from  school ;  they  extend  also  to  the  teacher  whose  efforts 
are  thereby  partially  frustrated,  and  to  the  pupils  in  regular  attend- 
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ance,  whose  progress  is  thereby  somewhat  impeded.  Observation  and 
inquiry  have  convinced  me  that  a  very  considerable  proportion  of  this 
non-attendance  and  irregularity  in  attendance  at  school  is  the  result  of 
indifference  and  carelessness  on  the  part  of  parents,  for  which  no 
reasonable  excuse  can  be  offered.  In  view  of  these  things  it  appears 
to  me  that  compulsory  attendance  at  school  under  proper  limitation 
has  become  a  necessity. 

The  work  of  Inspection  and  the  other  duties  incident  to  my  office 
have  kept  me  constantly  employed  since  my  late  appointment.  In  fact 
I  have  found  it  to  be  impossible  to  accomplish  all  the  work  of  inspec- 
tion. During  the  winter  term  the  late  date  of  my  appointment  pre- 
vented me  from  visiting  all  the  schools,  and  in  the  summer  term  a  few 
were  not  inspected  owing  to  their  not  having  opened  for  the  term,  or 
having  closed,  previous  to  my  tour  through  those  parts  of  my  district 
in  which  they  were  located.  For  further  information  on  this  point  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  notes  of  inspection  for  the  year,  and  to  my 
monthly  reports,  which  are  already  in  your  hands. 

The  County  Academies  at  Annapolis  and  Digby  have  been  under 
the  principalship  of  Messrs.  E.  J.  Lay  and  A.  McKae  respectively. 
These  gentlemen  are  experienced  and  successful  teachers.  Their  duties 
have,  I  believe,  been  discharged  in  a  creditable  manner.  The  educa- 
tional advantages  which  these  academies  are  conferring,  are  no  doubt 
very  considerable,  but  are  very  largely  confined  to  the  towns  in  which 
they  are  located.  Very  few  pupils  from  other  parts  of  the  country 
have  been  in  attendance.  The  standard  of  admission  is  regulated  so 
as  to  relieve  the  overcrowded  state  of  other  schools  in  the  same  towns. 
Pupils  from  other  sections  generally  prefer  attending  the  denomi- 
national academies  or  other  institutions  now  liberally  supplied  with 
apparatus  and  having  larger  staffs  of  teachers.  In  view  of  all  the 
circumstances  I  seriously  doubt  whether  justice  to  other  portions  of 
the  country  requires  the  expenditure  of  so  much  public  money  on 
institutions  whose  benefits  for  obvious  reasons  are  largely  confined  to 
the  sections  now  intimately  connected  with  them.  Whether  the  money 
or  a  large  portion  of  it  would  not  be  productive  of  greater  benefit  to 
the  people  at  large  if  expended  exclusively  to  assist  in  training 
teachers  for  the  common  scnools,  is  a  subject  worthy  of  consideration. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  the  formation  of  a  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion for  the  County  of  Annapolis  under  the  regulation  of  Council 
relating  to  that  subject.  The  meetings  of  the  association  were  held  at 
Laurencetown  on  the  29th  and  30th  days  of  April.  About  seventy-five 
teachers  were  in  attendance,  of  whom  fifty  were  in  actual  charge  of 
schools.  Papers  or  carefully  prepared  addresses  on  the  following 
subjects  were  delivered,  viz : — "The  multiplicity  of  studies  in  Public 
Schools,"  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Lay  (Grade A),  "A  uniform  course  of  study  for 
our  Public  Schools,"  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Longley  (Grade  A),  "  School  govern- 
ment" by  Mr.  C.  S.  Phinney  (Grade  B),  "Elocution"  by  Miss  N.  R.  Grant 
(Grade  C),  "  An  oral  lesson  on  multiplication  and. division  of  common 
fractions  "  by  Mr.  M.  L.  Fields  (Grade  B),  "  Health  in  the  school-room  " 
by  Mr.  F.  Primrose  (Grade  B),  and  "  Success  in  teaching,"  by  Mr.  C.  F. 
Hall  (Grade  A).  Interesting  discussions  followed  the  delivery  of  some 
of  the  papers.  Written  questions  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  chair- 
man also  afforded  an  opportunity  for  exchange  of  ideas.     The  presence 
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of  the  Superintendent  of  Education  at  some  of  the  meetings  added 
interest  to  the  occasion.  An  educational  address  delivered  by  the 
Superintendent  in  one  of  the  churches  of  the  village  was  listened  to 
by  a  large  and  appreciative  audience.  The  Association  was  a  decided 
success.  The  assembling  of  teachers  periodically  for  the  reading  of 
papers  on  educational  topics,  and  the  discussion  of  subjects  intimately 
connected  with  their  profession,  cannot  fail  to  be  beneficial  not  only  to 
the  teachers  themselves  but  also  to  the  schools  under  their  charge. 

For  further  information  in  reference  to  educational  matters  in  my 
inspectoral  district,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  Tables  of  Statistics  for 
the  year. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  express  my  appreciation  of  your  uniform 
kindness  and  courtasy  during  our  official  intercourse,  and  to  hope  that 
you  may  be  long  permitted  to  fill  the  important  position  which  you 
now  occupy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  S.  Morse. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Supeinntendent  of  Education, 


DISTRICT    No.   5.— KINGS   AND   HANTS. 

Colin  W.  Roscoe,  Inspector, 

Sir, — In  the  reconstruction  of  inspectoral  districts  in  the  province, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  last  school  year,  Hants  County  was 
added  to  my  former  district,  thus  constituting  District  No.  5.  This 
enlarged  field  of  labor  was  placed  under  my  charge,  about  the  middle 
of  January ;  and  I  at  once  began  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the 
new  part  of  my  district.  All  the  schools  in  session,  at  the  time  of  my 
inspectoral  tour  through  Hants,  were  visited.  A  large  number  of 
schools  in  Kings  were  also  examined.  A  few,  for  want  of  time,  were 
only  called  upon ;  and  four  were  not  reached,  on  account  of  the  impas- 
sable state  of  the  roads  in  April.  The  month  of  May,  I  spent  in 
examining  school  returns,  preparing  therefrom  Government  Grant  and 
County  Fund  sheets,  and  compiling  statistical  tables,  meeting  boards 
of  school  commissioners  and  paying  provincial  grants  to  teachers. 
Although  the  time  seems  short  for  the  accomplishment  of  so  much, 
yet  under  the  revised  system  of  work,  inaugurated  when  the  change 
was  made  in  the  bounds  of  the  districts,  I  found  ample  time  for  its 
performance.  Commencing  on  the  first  of  June,  I  spent  the  remainder 
of  the  summer  term  in  visiting  schools.  By  meeting  a  school  at  8 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  was  enabled  to  visit  three  schools  daily,  and  thus  ex- 
amine all,  in  session,  under  my  charge ;  and  made  an  average  of  two 
hours  to  each.  Teachers  were  notified  of  my  intended  visit,  by  post 
card,  and  requasted  to  have  their  licenses,  agreements  with  the  trustees, 
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and  registers  for  the  past  term  present  for  inspection.  They  were  also 
reqiies^Bd  to  notify  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  be  present.  In  most  cases 
I  met  one  or  more  of  the  trustees ;  and  frequently  a  number  of  the 
other  residents  of  the  sections  were  present.  The  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  school  in  presence  of  these  visitors,  exhibiting  the  work 
actually  done,  as  well  as  making  apparent  what  was  being  neglected, 
often  resulted  in  stimulating  all  concerned,  to  greater  activity  in  the 
cause  of  the  public  schools.  At  the  close  of  the  examination,  I  ad- 
dressed the  school  and  visitors  for  a  short  time ;  encouraged  the  pupils 
to  improve  their  opportunities  for  advancement,  and  pointed  out  to 
trustees  the  wants  of  the  section  and  the  demands  of  the  law  upon 
them  to  meet  these  wants ;  and  urged  trustees  and  people  to  co-operate 
in  furnishing  the  best  school  possible  for  their  children,  as  duty  and  a 
good  financial  investment.  It  took  some  time,  of  course,  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  situation,  needs,  and  capabilities  of  all  the  sections 
to  sustain  good  schools ;  but  I  find  such  an  acquaintance  invaluable  in 
my  work.  I  made  it  a  point  to  drive  into  the  inactive  sections  to  as- 
certain their  condition  and  assist  the  people,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
orjranize  for  school  work.  Several  of  these  will  have  schools  for  the 
winter. 

Statistics. — Winter  Term. 


Teachers  and  Assistants. 
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A 
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c 

D 
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Total. 

78 

2 

17 

50 

13 

32 

50 

82 

3656 

100 
178 

4 
6 

24 
41 

49 
99 

35 
48 

56 
88 

56 
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102 
194 

4539 

8395 

233337 
276935 

510172 


Summer  Term. 


Hants 

Kings 

103 
101 

204 

2 
3 

0 

20 
20 

40 

56 
48 

104 

27 
35 

62 

32 
32 

64 

73 

74 

147 

105 
106 

211 

4671 
4373 

272647 
234016 

Total 

9044 

506653 

In  Hants,  31  schools  were  in  session  118  days,  the  full  winter  term ; 
42  more,  for  over  100  days;  and  5  less  than  100  days.  The  average 
number  of  days  all  schools  were  in  operation,  was  99.8  In  Kings  for 
the  summer  term,  34  schools  were  open  for  the  full  term,  31  more  for 
over  100  days,  and  35  for  less  than  100  days.  Hants  had  39  schools, 
in  summer,  in  session  the  full  term  of  109  days,  50  more  for  over  100, 
and  14  leas  than  100  days.  The  average  for  all  was  85.6  days.  For 
the  same  term,  45  schools,  in  Kings,  were  taught  the  full  time,  36  for 
over  100,  and  20  less  than  100  days — average  98  days.  Eight  sections 
in  Hants  had  no  school  during  any  part  of  the  year,  viz :  Cogmagun, 
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Enfield,  Hillsdale,  Greenfield,  Glencoe,  East  Indian  Bead,  Renfrew  and 
Five  Mile  Plain.  The  first  six  of  these  will  have  school  this  winter. 
Renfrew,  on  account  of  the  waning  interest  in  the  gold  piines,  has  been 
almost  depopulated,  and  is  not  likely  to  have  another  school  until  a  re- 
vival takes  place  in  mining  in  this  section.  It  is  almost  impossible  to 
get  a  teacher  for  the  colored  school  at  Five  Mile  Plain.  The  people  are 
extremely  poor;  but  have  abundance  of  children.  Could  a  colored 
teacher  of  grade  D  be  obtained  to  teach  that  school  weU,  a  small  salary 
might  be  made  up  from  the  provincial  grants  and  sectional  assessment  ? 
Four  sections  in  Kings  County  had  no  school  during  the  year,  Three 
of  these  are  small,  have  no  school  houses,  and  are  sending  to  other  sec- 
tions. The  fourth  has  been  improving  the  school  house  for  a  winter 
school. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  a  large  number  of  the  teachers  employed 
were  of  the  higher  grades.  Walton  Section,  East  Hants,  and  Poplar 
Grove,  West  Hants,  enjoyed  the  services  of  teachers  holding  academic 
licenses  throughout  the  whole  year.  Kentville,  Wolfville,  and  Green- 
wich were  fortunate  to  have  Grade  A  teachers  for  the  year,  and  Grand 
Pre,  for  six  months.  Forty  teachers  of  Grade  B  were  employed  in  this 
district  in  winter  and  forty  one  in  summer.  Seven  of  these  were 
females. 


Annual  Sidary,  including  Provincial  Grant,  paid  to  Teachers 

for  past  year, 

Hants  County.  Kings  County. 


Grade  D 

"       C 

"      A&B.. 

Male.                    Female.                       Male. 

.8105  00            $144  00            $188  00 
.   283  00              232  00              282  75 
.  455  00              330  00              409  00 

Expenditure  for  Scfiool  Putfoaes. 

Female. 

$148  34 
216  00 
273  33 

Assessed  for 

building 
and  repairs. 

Assessed  for 

other  school 

purposes. 

County 
School  Fund. 

Provincial 
Grant. 

Total. 

Hants 

Kings 

$4895  00 
3794  00 

$13259  00 
11675  00 

$6390  00 
6452  70 

$7990  74 
8725  48 

$32034  7* 
30602  18 

Total 

$8144  00 

$24934  00 

$12842  70 

$16716  22 

$62636  92 

School  Work, — The  instruction  imparted  by  the  teachers  of  this  dis- 
trict, during  the  past  year  has  in  the  main  been  of  a  high  order,  and 
quite  satisfactory  in  its  results.  A  larger  number  than  usual  of  the 
advanced  grades  of  teachers,  has  been  employed.  Many  of  them  have 
had  a  long  experience  in  teaching ;  and,  having  been  on  the  alert  to 
catch  new  ideas,  to  consult  helps  and  to  think  carefully  over  the  duties 
to  be  performed,  have  made  a  proportionate  advancement  and  won 
continued  success. 

The  points  of  excellence  observable  in  the  schools  of  such  teachers 
-1.  A  carefully  prepared  plan  of  work  systematically  carried  out 


are 
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2.  A  discarding  of  rote  and  rule  teaching,  and  an  adoption  of  the  sys- 
tem of  teaching  by  principles,  and  leaving  generalizations  until  there 
are  particulars  to  base  thetn  on.  3.  Pupils  are  told  as  little  as  possible, 
and  induced  to  diecover  as  much  as  possible.  4.  It  is  the  aim  to  make 
the  acquirement  of  knowledge  interesting  and  pleasurable  rather  than 
painful. 

There  are  still  to  be  found  a  few  who  are  content  to  let  the  school  run 
itsef ;  their  number,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  has  been  beautifully  lessened 
in  the  last  two  years.  Such  teachers  seem  to  rive  proper  directions  in 
nothing.  They  hear  the  lessons ;  they  tell  tne  pupil  to  follow  the 
rule.  In  reading,  words  are  simply  pronounced  without  regard  to  their 
meaning ;  spellings  are  committed  to  memory  by  rote.  Grammar  fur- 
nishes no  key  to  correct  speaking  and  writing.  The  teacher  spends 
his  time  and  receives  his  pay,  and  the  school  is  not  benefitted.  I  fear 
much  valuable  time  is  frittered  away,  and  tremendous  injury  done  to 
children  by  those  whose  intentions  are  good,  but  who,  from  want  of  a 
proper  conception  of  the  magnitude  of  the  teacher  s  calling,  have  im- 
agined they  were  teaching.  As  a  remedy  for  this  undesirable  kind  of 
teaching,  I  am  of  opinion  that  an  attendance  of  at  least  one  term  at 
the  Normal  School  should  be  required  of  all  intending  to  take  out 
license  and  teach. 

School  Law  Amendments. — The  School  Act,  by  an  amendment  of 
1879,  requires  those  whose  right  to  vote  is  challenged  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing declaration : — "  I  do  declare  and  affirm  that  I  am  a  rate-payer 
of  this  school  section,  that  I  have  paid  all  sectional  rates  imposed  upon 
me,  including  that  of  the  year  just  closing,  and  that  I  am  legally  quali- 
fied to  vote  at  this  meeting."  The  intention  of  this  is,  without  doubt, 
to  secure  the  payment  of  all  school  taxes  before  the  annual  meeting, 
but  it  does  not  do  it.  Use  is  seldom  made  of  it,  except  to  impede  the 
progress  of  the  business  of  the  section.  Two  or  three  who  are  fortu- 
nate enough  to  have  their  rates  paid,  or  have  paid  them  for  the  purpose, 
have  challenged  the  right  of  all  others  to  vote,  selected  a  trustee,  voted 
a  small  sum  for  school  purposes,  and  created  ill-feeling  which  years 
will  not  efface.  In  several  mstances,  on  account  of  the  non-payment 
of  ratas,  all  business  was  suspended,  and  the  meeting  adjourned.  To 
fill  the  annual  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  became  necessary 
to  seciure  the  names  of  seven  rate-payers  (perhaps  of  those  whose  taxes 
were  a  long  time  in  arrears)  to  a  requisition,  send  it  to  the  Inspector 
for  his  certificate  and  recommendation,  and  then  to  the  Committee  of 
School  Commissioners,  for  the  appointment  of  the  man  recommended. 
The  members  of  the  committee  in  some  districts  live  fifteen  miles  from 
each  other,  and  fifty  from  the  Inspector,  so  that  it  is  no  trifling  matter 
to  get  a  trustee  appointed.  The  next  meeting  is  no  more  likely  to 
vote  money  than  the  annual  meeting  was,  and  the  section  is  almost 
sure  to  be  deprived  of  a  school  for  a  term  or  two.  In  nine-tenths  of 
the  sections  the  taxes  are  not  more  than  half  paid  up  to  the  time  for 
holding  the  annual  meeting.  This  amendment  does  not  improve  this 
state  of  thing.  The  law  gives  the  trustees  great  power  to  collect 
school-taxes,  and  its  enforcement  is  the  best,  and  I  believe  the  only 
means  to  secure  their  collection  within  a  specified  time.  So  much 
difficulty  has  arisen  from  the  dbuse  of  this  clause,  and  so  little  good 
can  arise  from  its  use,  that  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  repealing 
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the  part  of  it  referring  to  school-rates.  I  would  further  suggest  the 
advisability  of  sections  being  empowered  to  select  trustees  in  all  teases, 
except  when  a  trustee  refuses  to  act,  or  when  a  section  refuses  to  elect 
one. 

School-Houses,  West  Hants. — In  Windsor  four  rooms  have  been 
added  to  the  school-house  in  town,  making  eight  rooms  in  all  in  the 
building,  and  the  house  at  Curry's  Comer  repaired,  thus  providing  ex- 
cellent accommodation  for  all  the  school-going  children  within  the 
limits  of  the  corporation.  Falmouth  Centre  Section  is  building  a 
house  to  accommodate  two  departments;  it  will  be  ready  for  use 
about  the  first  of  January.  Hantsport  has  improved  the  school  accom- 
modation by  dividing  a  very  large  room  into  two.  The  trustees  of 
Cheverie  have  also  divided  the  school-house  into  two  rooms.  The 
school  has  been  graded,  and  its  efficiency  much  augmented  thereby. 
The  houses  in  Poplar  Grove  and  Scotch  Village  have  been  repaired, 
and  Newport  and  Douglas  Section  has  voted  money,  and  will  build 
next  summer.  South  Rawdon,  Elnfield,  and  Moosebrook  Sections,  in 
East  Hants,  have  built  new  school-houses.  South  Noel  Road  Section 
has  moved  and  extensively  repaired  the  school-house.  Glencoe  and 
West  Indian  Road  have  also  repaired,  and  the  latter  has  much  im- 
proved the  school  ground. 

Kings  County  also  furnishes  its  quota  of  improvements.  Lower 
Horton  and  Kingsport  have  built,  and  Waterville  has  enlarged  its 
school-house  for  two  departments.  The  Rev.  F.  Axford  and  the 
trustees  of  the  school  lands  for  the  township  of  Comwallis,  have 
erected  and  nearly  completed  a  house  in  Church  Street  Section  in- 
tended for  school  purposes.  The  house  will  contain  two  rooms.  It 
presents  a  neat  appearance,  and  was  built  from  the  funds  of  the 
aforesaid  school  lands.  Dalhousie,  St.  Marys,  Morden,  Fair  View, 
Woodville,  Cambridge,  and  Steam  Mill  Sections  have  repaired  their 
school-houses  and  made  improvements. 

Teachers'  Association, — The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Teachers' 
Association,  organized  first  in  Kings  County,  was  held  in  Kentville  on 
the  23rd  and  24th  of  September  last.  The  teachers  of  Hants  County 
united  with  those  of  Kings  in  making  the  meeting  one  of  great  success. 
Carefully  prepared  papers  were  read  and  discussed  with  freedom  and 
spirit.  Many  practical  thoughts,  calculated  to  drive  teachers  from  the 
grooves  of  pedagogism,  were  presented.  Dr.  Allison,  Superintendent  of 
Education,  was  present  during  all  the  sessions,  and  rendered  very 
valuable  assistance  in  discussingHhe  various  questions  before  the  As- 
sociation. A  public  educational  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
the  23rd.  Excellent  addresses  were  delivered  on  that  occasion  by  Dr. 
Allison,  Rev.  A.  W.  Sawyer,  D.  D.,  President  of  Acadia  College ;  Rev. 
George  Armstrong,  A.  M. ;  A.  McN.  Patterson,  Esq.,  of  Acadia  Villa 
Seminary,  and  Professor  F.  H.  Eaton,  of  the  Provincial  Normal  School 
Such  meetings  of  teachers  to  compare  notes  and  discuss  matters  cannot 
fail  to  promote  their  enthusiasm,  and  increase  the  prosperity  of  the 
schools. 

School  Commis8ion£rs. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Schools  for  East  Hants,  it  was  suggested  that  the  attention  of  the 
C.  P.  I.  be  called  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the  Commissioners  had  re- 
moved from  the  County,  and  others  were  too  aged  to  attend  the  meet- 
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ings  of  the  Board  with  regularity,  so  that  with  difficulty  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business  can  be  convened.  I  would  recommend  the 
appointment  of  a  limited  nimiber  of  Commissioners  for  this  district, 
two  of  whom  should  reside  near  the  "  Gore." 

This,  my  seventh  annual  report,  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your 
consideration. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Colin  W.  Roscoe. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


DISTRICT  No.  6.— ANTIGONISH  AND  GUYSBOROUGH. 

Rod'k,  McDonald,  Inspector, 

SlR,^I  beg  to  submit  this,  my  first  annual  report,  on  the  state  of 
the  schools  in  District  No.  6,  comprising  the  Counties  of  Antigonish 
and  Guysborough,  for  the  year  ended  October  31st,  1880. 

Statistics  will  be  found  in  the  abstracts,  tables,  and  monthly  returns 
already  sent  to  the  Education  Office,  and  need  not  be  referrea  to  here. 

On  visiting  many  sections  in  the  County  of  Guysborough  for  the 
first  time,  I  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  that  the  school-houses 
generally  were  neatly  and  substantially  built,  and  fairly  supplied  with 
furniture,  wall  maps,  and  blackboards.  Guysborough,  Port  Mulgrave, 
and  Sherbrooke  deserve  special  mention  for  the  superior  school 
accommodation  provided.  There  are,  however,  in  Guysborough  Coun- 
ty, a  few  sections — not  the  poor  ones — whose  school-houses  are  in  sad 
contrast  to  the  dwelling-houses  of  the  inhabitants.  The  addition  in 
this  county,  during  the  year,  to  the  school  accommodation,  consists  of 
a  new  school-house  at  Two-Mile  Lake,  and  the  clearing  and  fencing 
the  play-ground  at  Port  Mulgrave. 

In  Antigonish  County  there  are  many  good,  substantial  buildings, 
furnished  with  improved  desks,  blackboards,  and  wall  maps ;  but  a 
large  number  of  houses,  built  several  years  ago,  have  not  yet  been  fur- 
nished inside,  and  the  furniture  and  apparatus  are  in  keeping  with  the 
buildings.  A  few  of  the  strongest  sections  have  made  no  improvement 
in  their  school  accommodation  since  1864,  and  I  believe  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  or  the  Board  of  School 
Commissioners,  to  exercise  the  power  vested  in  them  to  bring  those 
sections  to  a  sense  of  their  duty.  Within  the  past  year,  however,  a 
neat  and  comfortable  building  has  been  erected  in  Morristown  Section, 
New  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  in  Big  Marsh  and  Malignant 
Brook  Sections.  Bayfield  and  East  Tracadie  Sections  are  furnishing 
their  school-houses  with  improved  seats  and  desks,  and  Big  Brook 
Section,  with  commendable  pluck,  voted  money  at  the  last  annual 
meeting,  to  begin  a  new  and  superior  school-house. 

In  this  district  there  are  several  good  schools  in  charge  of  skilful, 
industrious  teachers;  there  are  many  in  which  fair  work  is  being 
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done,  but  owing  to  various  causes,  the  progress  is  not  what  might  be 
desired  A  few  of  our  teachers,  either  through  incompetence  or  neg- 
ligence, fail  to  give  any  good  results,  and  of  this  class  are  some  holding 
licenses  of  the  higher  grades.  It  is  true  they  seldom  teach  more  than 
one  term  in  the  same  section,  but  then  they  are  readily  employed  in 
others  on  showing  their  licenses,  and  offering  to  teach  on  low  salaries. 

I  believe  that  trustees  are  responsible  for  the  inefficiency  of  many 
schools.  Instead  of  the  pernicious  habit  of  engaging  the  cheapest 
teachers,  trustees  should  offef  such  salaries  as  would  induce  good 
teachers  to  apply,  and  should  engage  none  except  such  as  could  give 
satisfactory  testimonials.  They  should  visit  tne  schools  more  fre- 
quently, and  see  that  the  teachers'  duties  are  properly  discharged.  A 
watchful  supervision  by  trustees  would  have  a  salutary  effect  on  both 
teachers  and  pupils. 

In  almost  all  our  schools  the  Boyal  Readers  and  the  Maritime  series 
are  to  be  found,  and  in  some,  in  addition  to  those,  the  old  Nova  Scotia 
series.  Several  texts  are  used  in  arithmetic.  The  use  of  so  many  dif- 
ferent texts  in  the  same  branch  of  study  prevents  proper  classification, 
and  interferes  very  much  with  progress.  I  regret  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  McCabe's  Grammar  into  our  schools  has  not  been  attended  with 
success.  English  grammar  was  better  taught,  at  least  in  the  schools  of 
Antigonish  Coimty,  when  Lennie's  was  in  use,  than  it  is  now.  Many 
teachers  do  not  hesitate  to  express  their  disapproval  of  McCabe's. 

The  irregular  attendance  of  pupils,  is  admitted  on  all  sides  to  be  one 
of  the  greatest  hindrances  to  progress  in  our  public  schools,  and  the 
whole  blame  is  generally  charged  to  the  carelessness  of  parents ;  but  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  principal  causes  of  irregular  attendance  are  to 
be  looked  for  elsewhere.  A  good  teacher  who  succeeds  in  interesting 
his  pupils  in  their  studies  seldom  fails  to  secure  a  good  attendance ; 
but  if,  after  the  term  of  his  engagement  in  any  section  expires,  he  is 
succeeded  by  an  incompetent  teacher,  a  falling  off  in  the  attendance  is 
sure  to  follow.  The  evil  effects  of  irregular  attendance  are  least  felt 
when  the  same  teacher  is  continued  from  term  to  term,  and  a  close  in- 
spection of  the  school  registers  will  convince  any  one  that  the  many 
interruptions  in  the  course  of  study,  arising  from  the  frequent  change 
of  teachers,  and  the  vacations,  affect  the  attendance  very  injuriously. 
I  believe  that  a  return  to  the  old  system  of  yearly  engagements,  when 
practicable,  would  be  a  decided  improvement. 

In  concliLsion,  I  beg  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Boards  of  School 
Commissioners  of  the  two  counties  for  their  kind  co-operation  and  as- 
sistance, and  also  to  many  other  friends  for  their  kind  hospitality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Rod'k  McDonalp. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

SuperirUendent  of  Edvjcation. 


(For  District  No,  7  see  Note  at  end  of  Inspectors^  Reports,) 
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DISTKICT  No.  8.— INVERNESS  AND  VICTORIA. 

John  Y.  Gunn,  Inspector. 

Sir,- — I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  the  following,  being  my  first 
annual  school  report  for  District  No.  8,  comprising  the  Counties  of  In- 
verness and  Victoria : — 

Territorially,  this  field  of  inspection  consists  of  three  sub-districts,  each 
being  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  distinct  school  board.  In  population 
and  acreage,  the  municipality  of  Inverness  is,  with  the  exception  of 
the  metropolitan  county,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  Province.  The  pop- 
ulation of  Victoria  is  not  quite  one-half  that  of  Inverness.  The 
aggregate  value  of  taxable  property  in  the  district  is  $1,888,622* — 
Inverness,  81,381,211 ;  Victoria,  $507,401. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  at  which  provision  was  made  for  the  past 
school  year,  the  sum  of  $11,000  was  voted  for  school  purposes  in  Inver- 
ness, and  $4,000  in  Victoria.  The  three  largest  votes  in  Inverness 
were— Hastings,  $400 ;  Hawkesbury,  $350,  and  Port  Hood,  $250.  The 
three  lowest — Chimney  Comer,  $18;  N.  E.  Egypt,  $9,  and  Lake 
OXau,  $8.  Ten  sections  voted  $200  each,  and  six,  $100.  The  three 
highest  votes  in  Victoria  were — Grand  Narrows,  $140,  and  West 
Middle  River  and  Big  Bank,  each  $130.  The  three  lowest — Smith's 
Mountain,  $10  ;  Gallander  s  Mount  and  Baddeck  Bay,  each  $20.  Bou- 
larderie  voted  $120,  and  eight  additional  sections  $100  each. 

In  addition  to  votes  of  annual  meetings,  the  drafts  from  the  county 
treasuries  amounted  to  over  $7,000  in  Inverness,  and  to  a  shade  over 
$3,400  in  Victoria,  showing  the  sum  of  $25,400  to  have  been  at  the  dis- 
posal of  school  trustees  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

The  disbursements  of  trustees  in  the  payment  of  teachers  for  the 
winter  and  summer  terms  amounted,  in  Inverness  to  $12,500,  and  in 
Victoria  to  $6,471,  leaving,  if  collected,  balances  for  building  and  re- 
pairs in  the  hands  of  local  secretary-treasurers  in  Inverness  of  $5,500, 
and  in  Victoria  of  nearly  $1,000. 

In  the  matter  of  new  buildings,  comfortable  accommodation  has  been 
lately  provided  in  White  and  in  McDougall  Sections,  the  former  in 
North  and  the  latter  in  South  Inverness:  The  trustees  of  Mabou 
Bridge  have  also  added  an  additional  department.  In  Victoria  the 
school-houses  of  Sea  View  and  Gillis  Point  were  partially  finished. 

In  Inverness,  preparations  to  build  are  being  made  in  McPherson's 
Brook  and  North-East  sections,  and  the  trustees  of  South  Cape  promise 
to  do  something. 

In  Victoria,  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  money  votes  for  building 

*  The  abstracts  of  financial  memoranda  are  the  data  upon  which  this  statement  is  based. 
The  fitn^res  in  the  memoranda  are,  or  are  supposed  to  be,  a  transcript  of  the  County  Asses- 
sor's list;  but  it  is,  I  believe,  an  undisputed  fact,  that  assessors  very  rarely  appraise 
personal  and  real  estate  at  their  true  marketable  value.  The  gross  valuation  of  school 
sections  in  counties  as  given  above,  is  therefore  probably  considerably  lower  than  it 
should  be. 
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purposes  were  adopted  in  the  village  of  Baddeck  for  Sl»200»  and  in 
East  Ingonish  for  $100.  A  beautiful  building  has  been  lately  erected 
in  South  Ingonish ;  it  promises,  when  fimshed,  to  be  the  finest  school- 
house  in  the  County  of  Inverness. 

During  the  year  two  new  school  sections  were  established  in  Vic- 
toria— East  Ingonish,  No.  65,  and  Goose  Cove,  No.  83. 

In  Inverness,  the  changes  desired  were  not  notified  by  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction.  In  the  whole  district  there  are  224  school  sections 
— 144  in  Inverness,  and  80  in  Victoria. 

During  the  winter  term  there  were  132  schools  in  operation  in  In- 
verness, and  64  in  Victoria,  in  all  196,  and  during  summer  there  were 
147  in  Inverness,  and  60  in  Victoria,  in  all  207,  being  an  increase  for 
the  whole  district  of  11  schools  over  the  previous  term. 

Nearly  7,000  pupils  were  registered  in  winter,  and  7,610  in  summer, 
while  8,431  different  pupils  attended  school  during  the  year,  being  1 
in  4  of  the  population  of  Inverness,  and  1  in  4.35  of  the  population  of 
Victoria. 

In  Inverness,  during  the  winter  term,  one  teacher  of  Grade  A  was 
employed,  25  of  Grade  B,  50  of  Grade  C  (males  and  females),  and  62 
(males  and  females)  of  Grade  D. 

In  Victoria,  during  the  same  term,  there  was  one  teacher  of  Grade 

A,  there  were  4  of  Grade  B,  23  (males  and  females)  of  Grade  C,  and  36 
(males  and  females)  of  Grade  D. 

In  summer  the  teachers  of  Inverness  were  classified  as  follows : — 
Grade  A,  1 ;  Grade  B,  25 ;  Grade  C  (males  and  females)  54 ;  Grade  D 
(males  and  females)  68. 

In  Victoria,  during  this  term,  there  was  one  teacher  of  Grade  A  as 
usual,  two  additional  teachers  of  Grade  B— six  in  all — 22  (males  and 
females)  of  Grade  C,  and  31  (males  and  females)  of  Grade  D. 

During  the  winter  term  6  assistant  teachers  (5  males  and  1  female) 
were  employed  in  North  Inverness,  and  7  (5  males  and  2  females)  in 
summer.  No  assistant  teachers  were  employed  in  South  Inverness  or 
in  Victoria. 

Teachers  of  the  first  class  in  Inverness  receive  an  average  annual 
salary  of  S263 ;  teachers  of  the  second  (males  and  females)  $180.50, 
and  teachers  of  the  third  (males  and  females)  $138. 

In  Victoria,  the  average  annual  salary  received  by  teachers  of  Grade 

B,  was  somewhat  lower  than  in  Inverness,  but  higher  in  Grades  C  and 
D.  Grade  B  teachers  average  only  $232,  while  teachers  of  Grade  C 
(both  sexes)  received  $184,  and  teachers  of  Grade  D,  $146. 

The  Academy  and  Select  Schools, — It  would  be  difiicult  to  meet  a 
more  intelligent  or  spirited  body  than  the  trustees  of  the  academy  at 
Baddeck.  The  late  principal,  Mr.  McLean,  and  the  present  incumbent, 
Mr.  Herdman,  are  both  college  graduates ;  both  have  received  special 
professional  training,  and  both  holds  a  Grade  A  license.  The  teachers 
in  the  intermediate  and  preparatory  departments  continue  to  perform 
their  duties  with  energy  and  skill. 

Gradation  and  classification  have  been  impeded,  owing  to  the  limited 
accommodation — one  of  the  departments  being  in  a  separate  building  a^ 
some  distance  away  from  the  main  building.     But  it  is  to  be  hoped  ua 
in  the  new  building  a  suitable  number  of  well  furnished  apaxtmen^ 
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5n  contiguity  will  be  provided,  not  only  for  the  accommodation  of  all 
the  village  children,  but  for  others  who  may  be  disposed  to  participate 
in  the  advantages  which  should  always  be  afforded  by  tne  coimty 
academy. 

The  select  schools  of  Inverness  do  excellent  work.  Th^  are  very 
justly,  I  think,  considered  by  school  commissioners  and  educationists 
generally  in  the  <x)unty,  to  subserve  the  same  purpose  as  efficiently  as 
many  of  the  Provincial  County  Academies.  Tne  head  masters  are  in- 
variably picked  men  of  their  grade.  A  Grade  A  teacher  has  been 
•employed  in  somie  one  of  the  select  schools  every  term  since  the  incep- 
tion of  the  system,  and  in  all,  the  study  of  Latin  and  the  higher 
mathematics  can  be  profitably  pursued. 

At  the  annual  meetings  of  school  commissioners  in  June,  the  schools 
in  Hawkesbury,  Hastings,  Port  Hood,  and  Mabou  Bridge,  were  chosen  to 
be  the  select  schools  of  South  Inverness  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
30th  day  of  April,  1881,  and  the  schools  of  Plateau,  Whycocomagh,  and 
B.  C.  Marsh  for  North  Inverness  during  the  same  period. 

The  "  Teachers  '*  Annual  Convention  was  held  in  the  Temperance 
Hall,  Hillsboro,  on  the  first  and  second  days  of  July.  The  profession 
was  creditably  represented.  Papers  on  the  living  educational  issues  of 
the  day,  addresses  and  discussions  on  methods  of  teaching,  evoked 
intense  interest  throughout. 

The  programme  of  the  next  meeting  is  announced,  and  to  judge 
from  the  bill  of  fare,  a  "  feast  of  fat  things  "  may  be  expected. 

Many  of  the  school  houses  built  in  the  early  stages  of  the  existing 
Act  are,  or  will  be  very  «oon,  totally  \mfit  for  educational  purposes. 
The  School  Commission's*  condemnatory  fiat  is  frequently  given  with 
reluctance  and  is,  in  any  case,  a  very  slow  process.  Is  it  not  possible, 
by  additional  legislation,  to  delegate  the  power  to  the  school  authori- 
ties, to  withhold  the  county  money  from  sections  not  properly  equipped 
in  the  matter  of  school  accomodation,  €md  to  apply  amounts  withheld 
for  the  benefit  of  the  sections  affected  ? 

Teachers  who  have  won  their  spurs  at  recent  examinations,  are  dis- 
satisfied that  in  the  distribution  of  public  moneys,  they  should  receive 
no  special  recognition.  They  look  forward  to  a  general  examination,  as 
a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished  for.  Sweeping  changes  are  how- 
ever, as  a  rule,  to  be  avoided;  although  lam  satisfied  that  many 
teachers,  now  having  even  second  class  certificates,  would  in  the  event 
of  a  re-examination^  under  existing  conditions^  ignominiously  fail  in 
obtaining  any  grade. 

Should  a  prescribed  course  of  study  be  adopted  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  province^  I  trust  animal  physiology  in  its  relation  to  hygiene, 
will  receive  its  appropriate  place  as  a  requirement  common  to  all 
grades,  and  that  in  the  immediate  future,  education  will  be  regarded 
not  as  a  means  to  make  perambulating  encyclopeedias  of  knowledge, 
but  to  make  healthful  and  well  proportioned  men  and  women,  men 
€md  women  with  every  faculty  in  time  and  every  energy  awake,  men 
and  women  who  will,  if  necessary,  submit  to  the  humblest  duties,  and, 
when  occasion  offers>  expand  to  the  highest  exercise  of  physical  and 
intellectual  energy. 

The  community  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  recent  am^idments  to 
the  School  Act : 
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1.  For  relieving  the  School  Commissioners  of  mtich  travel  and  toil 
in  the  substitution  of  annual  for  semi-annual  meetings  of  the  boards, 

2.  For  transferring  the  approval  of  Trustees'  reports  to  a  tribunal 
beyond  the  circle  of  personal  or  local  bias. 

3.  For  the  charitable  amendment  to  Section  53,  School  Act,  where- 
by all  sections  having  schools,  are,  irrespective  of  pupils'  attendance,, 
entitled  to  $25  annually  as  a  first  instalment  from  the  county  treasury. 
This  is  the  cope-stone  of  a  structure  founded  upon  the  loftiest  princi- 
ples of  phflanthropy  and  enlightened  humanity.  Schools  closed  for 
years,  owing  to  a  paucity  of  pupils,  have  been  lately  revived,  and  are 
now  in  vigorous  operation. 

I  beg  to  submit  that  the  boundaries  of  school  sections  in  the  County 
of  Victoria  are  interspersed  through  the  commissioners'  records,  and 
are  thus  incapable  of  ready  reference  for  the  information  of  private 
individuals  or  for  certified  copies  in  the  law  courts.  On  behalf  of  the 
Board,  I  beg  therefore  to  request  that  "  measures  be  immediately  taken 
to  have  the  boimdaries  of  school  sections,  in  the  County  of  Victoria, 
engrossed  in  our  official  record-book." 

Again  doe&  it  become  my  melancholy  duty  to  record  the  decease  of 
two  worthy  school  commissioners.  William  Jones,  Esq.,  was  the  oldest 
member  of  the  Victoria  Board.  He  had  been  long  connected  with  the 
educational  service,  and  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  i» 
sufficiently  evinced  by  the  fact  that  for  several  years  antecedent  to 
his  death,  he  held  the  important  and  honourable  position  of  Judge  of 
Probate  in  his  native  county. 

Thomas  Ethridge,  Esq.,  was  called  away  in  the  golden  prime  of  his 
manhood.  He  was  most  punctual  in  his  attendance  at  school  meetings, 
and  by  precept  and  example  uniformly  exerted  himself  to  ameliorate 
and  elevate  the  condition  of  his  fellow  beings. 

My  professional  duties  take  up  all  my  time.  My  notes  of  inspection, 
monthly  reports,  abstracts  of  returns  and  of  financial  memoranda, 
cover  over  500  pages,  and  the  official  correspondence  of  the  year 
amounted  to  over  1,000  letters.  Owing  to  the  multiplicity  of  duties 
imposed  upon  me,  my  work  was  not  always  performed  with  that 
promptness  which  I  could  have  desired. 

To  the  proverbial  kindness  and  hospitality  of  the  district,  I  grate- 
fully subscribe,  and  sincerely  thank,  in  an  especial  manner,  those  who 
were  perfect  strangers  to  me — from  whom  I  expected  nothing,  and 
from  whom  I  received  a  true  hospitable  welcome. 

My  acknowledgments  are  due  school  commissioners,  teachers  and 
trustees  for  their  uniform  and  valuable  co-operation,  and  my  thanks 
are  rendered  to  yourself  personally  for  your  mvariable  promptness  in 
attending  to  the  official  business  of  the  district. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

Jno,  Y.  Gunn, 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  EducaUon, 
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DISTRICT  No.  9.— SOUrn  COLCHESTER  AND  PICTOU. 

D.  H.  Smith,  A.  M.,  Inspector, 

Dear  Sir, — My  report  on  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  the  in- 
spectoral district  which  I  wish  to  submit  for  your  consideration, 
mast,  this  year,  be  necessarily  brief.  The  winter  school  term  was  so 
far  advanced  before  the  change  in  the  inspectoral  districts  was 
publicly  announced,  and  appointments  to  the  inspectorships  made, 
that  in  order  to  overtake  all  the  schools  in  the  district  assigned  me, 
all  I  could  do  was  simply  to  make  a  "  flying "  visit  to  each.  An 
opportunity  was  thus  afforded  me  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
teachers  and  country,  and  observing  the  appearance  of  the  schools ;  but 
want  of  time  prevented  me  from  undertaking  an  examination.  In  the 
summer,  the  four  or  five  weeks  at  my  disposal,  before  the  vacation,  I 
spent  in  examining  the  schools  in  Colchester,  expecting  to  devote  the  en- 
tire time  after  holidays  to  the  schools  in  Pictou.  But "  the  best  laid  plans 
of  mice  and  men  gang  aft  aglee";  I  did  not  realize  my  expectations. 
Prostrated  with  fever  for  a  number  of  weeks,  which  rendered  me  un- 
able to  attend  to  the  duties  of  my  office  personally,  I  was  compelled 
to  abandon,  I  regret  to  say,  the  idea  of  visiting  any  more  schools  this 
term.  I  do  not  therefore  feel  that  I  am  in  a  position  to  give  a  very 
extended  and  detailed  report  regarding  the  condition  of  our  schools 
this  year. 

The  number  of  schools  in  operation  in  the  district,  for  the  winter 
term,  was  198,  having  8,695  registered  pupils,  and  giving  an  average 
daily  attendance,  while  the  schools  were  in  session,  of  4,944.42.  In 
summer  the  number  was  214;  the  number  of  registered  pupils,  9,471, 
and  daily  attendance,  5,386.13. 

The  number  of  sections  in  the  whole  district  not  having  schools  in 
winter  is  42.  When  we  consider  that  the  number  of  sections  is  196, 
we  would  naturally  suppose  that  much  indifference  as  to  the  education 
cf  the  young  still  prevails  to  a  very  great  extent,  when  over  twent}' 
per  cent,  of  the  sections  have  no^  schools.  Perhaps  this  may  be  ac- 
counted for  in  consequence  of  the  smallness  of  the  sections,  cr  because 
the  sections  are  sparsely  settled  and  contain  few  children  of  a  school- 
able age.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  w^e  have  too  many  small  and 
weak  sections.  If  many  of  these  were  amalgamated  with  the  adjoin- 
ing, and  the  school  house  placed  in  a  central  position,  the  new  sections 
thus  formed  would  be  rendered  much  stronger,  and  more  eflicient 
schools  would  be  secured.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  in 
North  Pictou,  between  No.  11  and  12  sections,  such  an  amalgamation 
has  been  effected  during  the  year.  We  trust  this  is  only  the  beginning 
of  the  movement.  In  summer  the  number  of  sections  not  having 
schools  is  much  less.  Of  the  25,  Pictou  had  13  and  Colchester  12. 
The  number  of  sections  not  having  school  any  portion  of  the  year 
was  16. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  the  winter  term  was  202,  holding 
licenses  as  follows : —  4  • 
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A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Males 

> .  .  .    0 

29 

32 

10 

76 

Females 

■  •  •  • 

6 

70 

50 

12G     202 

In  summer : — 

Males 

•  •  •  •     0 

27 

31 

8 

71 

Females 

•    «    •    • 

7 

80 

59 

146     217 

You  will  observe  that  nearly  twc-thirds  of  our  teachers  consist  of 
females,  of  whom  a  very  large  proportion  hold  the  lowest  grade  of 
license.  Many  come  from  the  common  country  school,  and  secure 
license  to  teach,  having  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the 
work  they  are  intending  to  undertake.  They  enter  the  school-room, 
and  for  want  of  the  knowledge,  prove  an  entire  failure.  To 
remedy  this  matter,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  the  facilities  afforded  by 
the  Normal  School  might  be  utilized  to  a  greater  extent  than  they  are. 
Since  we  have  a  new  life  infused  into  our  educational  system,  and  an 
enthusiasm  displayed  in  the  work  which  has  not  existed  for  a  number 
of  years,  attendance  upon  the  Normal  School  on  the  part  of  those 
setting  out  to  teach  should  now  be  rendered  obligatory.  Here  they 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  teaching  done  in  the  most  efficient 
manner,  and  can  qualify  themselves  for  the  successful  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  school-room. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  features  in  our  educational  work  is  the 
improvement  in  the  stability  of  our  teachers.  In  the  winter,  of  the 
202  teachers  employed,  105  were  engaged  in  the  same  section  as  dur- 
ing the  previous  term.  In  summer,  1 36  remained  in  the  same  sections 
in  which  they  were  employed  the  term  preceding. 

We  regret  to  have  to  report  the  death  of  N.  H.  McMillan,  the  head 
teacher  of  the  High  School,  Pictou.  Mr.  McMillan  was  a  gentleman 
much  respected,  and  a  person  of  very  fine  attainment.  He  was  a 
teacher  of  several  years*  experience  and  one  of  the  most  successful  in 
the  district.  By  his  death  the  teaching  staff  of  the  schools  in  Pictcu 
has  sustained  a  very  severe  and  much-felt  loss. 

New  school  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  in  Coldstream,  Beaver 
Brook,  Upper  Ishgonish,  and  Lanesville  in  Colchester,  and  will  be 
ready  for  occupation  by  the  summer  term.  In  Pictou,  a  new  house 
has  been  completed  in  Mount  Dalhousie ;  also  in  West  French  River, 
where  the  house  was  destroyed  last  winter  by  fire.  The  new  Pictou 
Academy  is  fast  approaching  completion,  and  it  is  expected  to  be  ready 
for  opening  by  the  first  of  the  new  year. 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  North  Pictou,  a  new 
section  was  formed,  to  include  the  Indian  Grant.  It  was  proposed  to 
recommend  to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  that  the  section  do 
not  participate  in  the  County  Fund,  but  that  the  teachers  engaged 
receive  of  Government  Grant  according  to  the  license  held.  We 
trust  that  the  Council  will  receive  this  recommendation  with  favour. 

As  to  the  returns,  the  teachers  in  many  cases  have  shown  much 
carelessness  in  making  them  up.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  teach- 
ers of  South  Colchester.  In  future,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  send  them 
back  for  correction,  and  have  their  Provincial  Grant  retained,  unless 
more  care  is  evinced.  The  financial  statements  in  my  abstract  are  not 
at  all  reliable,  as  many  sections  failed  to  forward  the  financial  returns. 
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I  trust  the  next  year  more  reliable  financial  statements  will  be 
secured. 

I  would  here  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  people  in  the 
county  for  their  kindness  towards  me  while  visiting  the  schools  in 
their  respective  sections. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  H.  Smith. 
David  Allison,  Ll.  D., 

Superintende^vt  of  JEducation, 


DISTRICT  No.   10.— NORTH    COLCHESTER  AND    CUMBER- 

LANR 

W*  D.  McKenzie,  Inspector, 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  school 
year  ended  October  31st,  1880 : — 

During  the  winter  terra,  owing  to  severe  storms  which  occurred 
over  the  northern  shore  of  Cumberland  and  Colchester  Counties,  I 
was  unable  to  overtake  all  the  work  of  inspection ;  but,  during  term 
just  closed,  I  have  visited,  with  a  single  exception,  every  school  in  the 
northern  district  of  Colchester,  and  nearly  every  school  in  Cumber- 
land. I  have  made,  in  addition,  a  number  of  visits  to  sections 
requiring  advice  and  assistance  in  the  arrangement  of  their  school 
business,  &c. 

Kew  Sections, — One  new  section  has  been  formed  this  year  where 
none  previously  existed.  Applications  to  the  Boards  for  division  of 
sections  were  considered  in  one  case  only.  I  believe  the  several 
Boards  in  my  district  entirely  concur  with  you  in  your  opinion  that 
the  division  of  sections  makes  weak  schools  and  increases  provincial 
expenditure  to  little  or  no  purpose,  and  it  is  our  constant  endeavor 
to  discourage  propasals  for  any  change  of  boundary,  except  in  cases 
where  such  change  is  necessary  to  the  educational  advancement  of  the 
sections  affected. 

Neiu  Buildings. — I  am  glad  to  report  that  several  new  and  beauti- 
ful school  buildings  have  been  completed  and  occupied  in  my  district 
during  the  year,  and  two  or  three  are  now  in  course  of  erection.  In 
my  report  for  1879, 1  informed  you  that  the  graded  school  buildings, 
in  the  Town  of  Parrsboro,  had  been  condemned.  It  gives  me  much 
pleasure  now  to  report  that  the  section  has  a  new  building  in  every 
way  adequate  to  the  educational  requirements  of  the  town. 

Old  Buildings. — Business  has  already  assumed  a  healthy  tone  all 
over  the  country,  money  has  again  become  plentiful,  and  I  have  no 
longer  an  excuse  on  the  score  of  sectional  poverty  to  allow  dilapidated 
and  usless  buildings  to  disgrace  my  district.  It  is  my  intention, 
therefore,  to  ask  the  several  Boards  of  Commissioners  to  condemn, 
next  year,  a  number  of  old  school  houses. 

Poor  Sections. — It  is  the  intention  of  the  Boards  gradually  to  nar- 
row the  list  of  these  sections.     A  section  once  receiving  aid  seems  tj 
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remain  a  poor  section  for  ever.  In  not  a  few  cases  we  find  that  the 
only  money  collected  for  school  purposes  in  such  sections,  is  the  poll 
tax.  It  is  hoped  the  apportionment  of  S12.50,  which  comes  into  force 
the  first  term  of  next  year,  will  largely  reduce  necessity  for  aid  to 
poor  sections. 

Schools  in  operation. — I  beg  to  refer  you  to  full  statistical  tables, 
which  have  just  been  forwarded. 

Apparatus. — Though  many  sections  are  still  not  fully  supplied,  yet 
there  has  been  a  gratifying  improvement  in  this  respect.  I  beg  again 
to  suggest,  as  in  my  last  report,  that  the  inspector  in  certain  extreme 
cases  be  empowered  to  order  such  apparatus  as  may  be  considered 
absolutely  necessaiy,  deducting  cost  of  same  from  county  allowance 
for  such  section. 

Progress. — The  progress  all  over  my  district  has  >)een  very  grati- 
fying. The  Academy  and  graded  schools,  Amherst,  have  well  sustained 
their  previous  reputation  for  excellence.  The  Preparatory  Department 
in  charge  of  Miss  Logan,  who  holds  a  Gra<le  B  license,  Las,  I  believe, 
never  been  in  better  hands,  and  with  the  Department  in  charge  of  Miss 
Bleakney,  is  a  credit  to  the  educational  system  of  Nova  Scotia.  Miss 
McNutt  and  the  Misses  McKinnon  keep*  their  department  in  the  same 
efficient  condition  as  heretofore.  Mr.  Simon  Fraser  continues  doing 
good  work  at  S.  H.  Mines.  I  intend  to  ask  for  ah  additional  depart- 
ment in  the  school.  Mr.  McAulay,  in  the  face  of  many  difficulties, 
continues  to  labor  faithfully  and  successfully  at  Pugwash.  A  well 
ordered  primary  department,  in  the  hands  of  a  moderately  well  paid 
female  Grade  C  teacher,  is  imperatively  necessary  in  this  school.  The 
success  of  Mr.  Scanlan,  at  Advocate  Harbor,  is  an  additional  proof  that 
trustees  should  endeavor  permanently  to  retain  the  services  of  a 
superior  teacher.  Mr.  Scanlan  has  gradually  improved  this  school 
until  it  is  now  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best,  miscellaneous  school  in 
my  district. 

The  Parrsboro  graded  schools,  now  that  the  new  building  has  l>een 
completed  and  full  accommoilation  provided,  will,  no  doubt,  show  great 
improvement  before  the  close  of  the  year.  The  graded  schools  at 
Acadia  Iron  Mines,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Mcintosh,  Misses  Bonnyman, 
McNutt  and  McCart,  are  in  a  most  gratifying  state  of  efficiency. 
Indeed,  I  believe  Acadia  Mines  has  the  best  graded  school  in  district 
No.  10.  This  result  has  been  attained  by  the  wise  policy  of  paying 
large  salaries  and  thereby  securing  the  services  of  a  superior  staff  of 
teachers.  The  High  School  department  of  Great  Village  is  doing 
splendid  work  under  Mr.  Slade,  whose  services  have  been  secured  for 
Oxford  next  year.  Mr.  Slade  was  the  first  in  my  district  to  introduce 
Agrindtaral  Chemistry,  and  during  iny  visit  gave  an  excellent  oral 
lesson  on  this  important  subject. 

School  work. — In  my  inspectoral  visits,  I  continue  to  impress  teach- 
ers with  the  necessity  for  devoting  especial  attention  to  the  teaching 
of  the  great  fundamentals:  arithmetic,  leading  and  pemnanship.  I 
have  been  amazed  to  find  a  large  number  of  studies  prosecuted  in 
some  schools,  while  these  great  branches  were  learned  by  the  pupils 
accidentally,  or  not  at  all.  A  very  marked  general  improvement  is  ob- 
servable in  penmanship,  and  I  trust  soon  to  be  able  to  report  corre- 
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spending  advance  in  the  two  other  branches.  The  scientific  teaching 
of  penmanship  was  first  introduced  by  Miss  Logan  in  the  preparatory 
department,  Amherst.  It  will  not  be  long,  I  trust,  before  the  system 
will  be  followed  by  every  teacher  in  my  district. 

The  study  of  Agricidtural  Ckcinistry  (Lawson  and  Tanner)  has 
been  introduced  in  every  school  where  a  Grade  C  teacher  is  employed, 
and  in  many  schools  where  I  find  a  superior  teacher  of  Grade  D. 

The  chaos  of  realing  series  in  Cumberland  has  at  length  been 
reduced  to  order  (vide  Report,  1879),  and  the  Royal  Readers  are  uni- 
versal. In  North  Colchester,  however,  the  Maritime  is  almost 
exclusively  used. 

Drawivg. — Walter  Smith's  series  is  largely  being  introduced. 
During  summer  term  no  less  than  1)59  pupils  were  taking  lessons  in 
this  branch. 

Teachers*  Returns. — Though  an  improvement  in  accuracy  and  neat- 
ness is  noticeable,  yet  the  returns  in  many  case-*  are  far  from  what  we 
might  expect.  I  beg  to  suggest  that  a  circular  be  issued  by  the 
department  to  accompany  each  return,  and  giving  specific  instructions 
for  filling  in  column  by  column.  I  have  already,  at  my  own  cost, 
issued  such  a  circular,  but  it  was  necessarily  small,  and  although  pro- 
ductive of  great  improvement  in  the  returns,  did  not  contain  exhaus- 
tive instructions  on  the  subject. 

Teachers*  Institute. — It  is  probable  that  the  Cumberland  Institute 
will  meet  some  time  in  February  next.  The  teachers  who  attended 
our  last  at  Amherst,  are  highly  impressed  with  the  benefit  of  such  an 
association,  and  are  determined  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  make  the 
next  meeting  as  successful  as  the  previous  one. 

The  Canada  School  Journal  was  subscribed  for  by  nearly  all  our 
live  teachers  last  year.  The  mere  fact  that  teachers  take  a  paper  de- 
voted to  their  specialty,  is  an  indication  that  they  are  interested  in 
their  work.  I  believe  the  circulation  of  this  excellent  journal  in  my 
district  will  be  larger  than  ever  next  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  McKenzie. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


Note. — Alexander  McKinnon,  Elsq.,  Inspector  for  District  No.  7 

(Counties  of  Cape  Breton  and  Richmond),  was  obliged  by  very  serious 

illness  to  resign  his  office  at  the  close  of  the   school  year.     His  weak 

condition  has  not  permitted  the  preparation  of  a  formal  report.     The 

department  has  been  fully  furnished  with  abstracts  of  his  inspectoral 

work  as  long  as  he  was  enabled  to  pursue  it. 

D.  A. 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners, 


CHAIRMAN'S    REPORT. 

Office  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  ) 

FOR  THE  City  of  Halifax.  j 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education  for  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia: 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  tlie  Report  of  the  Board 
of  School  Commissioners  for  the  year  ending  31st  October,  1880. 

The  very  full  report  of  the  Supervisor  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me 
to  say  much  on  the  subject  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Schools. 
For  years  past  there  has  been  a  steady  improvement  in  their  efficiency, 
and  the  year  which  is  closing  has  proved  no  exception  to  the  rule. 

To  meet  what  seemed  to  be  the  desire  of  the  citizens,  a  change  was 
lately  made  in  the  time  and  mode  of  holding  the  public  examinations, 
but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  very  few  of  the  parents  or  others  inter- 
ested in  the  education  of  the  young  attended  the  examinations  this 
year.  The  junior  departments  of  the  Common  Schools  were  exam- 
ined in  April,  and  the  senior  departments  and  the  High  School  were 
examined  in  June  and  July,  and  more  time  than  formerly  was  given 
to  each  department,  especially  to  the  more  advanced.  The  result  of 
the  examinations  was,  in  most  cases,  very  satisfactory,  and  reflected 
great  credit  upon  the  teachers. 

The  number  of  registered  pupils  for  the  term  just  ended  was 
5,172,  exclusive  of  those  attending  the  High  School,  being  185  less 
than  for  the  corresponding  term  of  the  previous  year.  The  average 
daily  attendance  for  the  same  term  was  8,882,  being  SO  less  than 
previous  year.  These  figures  show  53  registered  pupils,  with  an 
average  daily  attendance  of  40,  to  each  teacher  employed. 

In  September  last  a  much-felt  want  was  supplied  by  the  establishing 
in  the  High  School  of  a  preparatory  department  for  boys  wishing  to 
commence  the  study  of  classics,  the  masters  assuming  for  the  present 
the  additional  labor  of  their  instruction.  Twenty-seven  boys  entered. 
This  department  will  add  greatly  to  the  prosperity  and  eflSciency  of 
the  High  School, 
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It  is  gratifying  to  see  from  time  to  time  the  evidence  of  the  good 
work  being  done  in  the  High  School.  It  is  also  gratifying  to  see  the 
influence  which  it  is  exerting  upon  the  Common  Schools,  as  is  evidenced 
by  the  keen  rivaliy  existing  amongst  them  as  to  which  shall  gain 
most  scholarships  at  the  examinations  for  admission.  During  the 
past  year  tw^enty-live  scholarships  were  gained,  a  number  far  in  excess 
of  that  of  any  previous  year.  It  is  true  the  general  average  of  the 
July  examination  was  lowered  from  70  to  65  per  cent.,  but  this  by  no 
means  explains  the  great  increase  in  scholarships  gained. 

The  Board  has,  during  the  past  year,  used  every  means  consistent 
with  the  efficiency  of  the  Schools,  to  reduce  the  expense.  During 
the  year  the  Hollis  Street  School,  and  one  department  each  in  Salem, 
Acadian  and  Richmond  Schools,  have  been  closed,  thus  saving  the  rent 
of  one  school  house  and  the  salaries  of  four  teachers.  This  saving 
takers  effect  fully  not  before  next  year. 

The  cost  of  the  Schools  for  the  year,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  tables,, 
amounts  to  $09,782.85  for  the  Common  Schools,  and  $7523.23  for  the 
High  School,  in  all  $77,306.68,  being  leas  than  the  cost  for  the  previous 
year  by  $6,101.67.  These  amounts  include  rents  of  school  houses, 
coupons,  interest  on  cost  of  buildings,  and  repairs  to  the  same; 
also,  the  large  sum  of  $3,490.52  interest  on  money  borrowed  on 
account  of  the  failure  of  the  City  to  pay  the  money  due  the  Board, 
From  cost  of  High  School  should  be  deducted  $2,005  fees  and  other 
revenue  received  during  the  year. 

In  leaving  the  Board,  after  a  service  of  over  five  years,  I  have  the 
^tisfaction  of  feeling  that  the  earnest,  persistent  efforts  of  the  Board 
liave  not  been  in  vain,  and  that  the  Schools  are  now  in  a  more  efficient 
?ondition  than  they  have  ever  before  been  since  the  establishment  of 
:;he  Free  School  system. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  J.  BREMNER, 

Chairmans 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  31st  October,  1880. 
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SUPERVISOR'S    REPORT. 


For  the  Year  ended  31st  October,  1880. 


The  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the  City  of  Halifax  : 

Gentlemeny — I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Board,  the  following  information  gathered  from  the  returns  re- 
ceived from  the  Public  Schools  of  the  City  of  Halifax,  exclusive  of 
the  High  School,  for  the  year  ended  October  31,  1880 : — 

Winter  Term. 

During  the  Winter  Term,  ended  April  30,  1880,  81  Female  and  20 
Male  Teachers  were  employed,  making  a  total  of  101  persons  engaged 
in  imparting  instruction  to  the  children  of  this  city. 

Of  these,  3  held  the  Academic  License,  or  Grade  A ;  28  held  a  First 
Class  License,  or  Grade  B ;  61  held  a  Second  Class  License,  or  Grade 
C;  7  held  a  Third  Class  Liconse,  or  Grade  D;  2  taught  without  Li- 
cense. 

Summer  Term. 

During  the  Summer  Term,  ended  October  31,  1880,  78  Female  and 
19  Male  Teachers  were  employed — total  97. 

Of  these,  3  held  the  Academic  License,  or  Grade  A ;  28  held  a  Fii-st 
Class  License^  or  Grade  B ;  58  held  a  Second  Class  License,  or  Grade 
C ;  6  held  a  Third  Class  License,  or  Grade  D ;  and  2  taught  having 
no  Grade. 

Winter  T«rm.     Summer  TenL 

No.  of  Teachers 101  97 

f f     Male  Teachers , 20  19 

ti     Female  Teachers 81  78 

ti     Male  Teachers  holding  Grade  A 2  2 

II  Female  Teachers  holding  Grade  A .... :  1  1 

^'     Male  Teachers  holding  Grade  B 15  14 

^'     Female  Teachers  holding  Grade  B 13  14 

<•     Male  Teachers  holding  Grade  C 1  1 

^'     Female  Teachers  holding  Grade  C 60  57 

'»     Male  Teachers  holding  Grade  D 1  1 

"     Female  Teachers  holding  Grade  D 6  6 
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PUPILS    REGISTERED. 

Tlie  number  of  pupils  returned  as  re^tered  for  the  term  just 
ended  (Oct.  31),  exclusive  of  the  pupils  in  the  High  School,  in  5172, 
and  the  avenge  daily  attendance  is  repoi-ted  as  3S82.  This  will  give 
n  proportion  of  the  population  of  Halifax  City  at  scliool  of  about  1  in 
6,  and  an  avenge  of  o3  registered  pupils  to  each  teacher. 

The  following  table,  continued  from  last  Report,  exhibits  a  compara- 
tive statement  of  the  number  of  enrolled  pupils,  and  of  tlie  average 
daily  attendance,  during  the  summer  term,  for  the  years  ended  Oct. 
1874,  1875,  187C,  1877,  1878,  1879,  and  1880. 


imx.      itna. 


Jti'sdian    

Agricola  Street 

Albro  Street 

Seech  Street 

Kmniwick  Street 

Coburg  Road 

Convent  (Siiinmpr  Streell  . 

Kntch  Village  

HollU  Street 

iBdnstrial 

Inglis 

Lockman  Street 


SBi-U  8 


8«leiu   . 

St.  Mary'i  (boys).  .. 

(girlK*.... 

8t.  Patrick's  (boja)  . 

(prls)  . 

Tower  Bond 


926  462 

2Sl'lS0 


82  n 

120   fil 
4S    !1 


iro|io3||auiiia3|ii32|  Bijiiaa  86 


ATTENDANCB. 
The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  pnpils  registered,  and  the 
average  daily  attendance  reported  by  each  teacher  for  the  Term  end- 
ed Oct.  31,  1880 :— 


Name  of  Teacher. 

Hamber  of  pupils  registered. 
Acadian  School. 

At.  daily  attendance. 

J  McLeod 

42         

27.35 

C.  A,Pfty8on.,., 

60         

7a61 

46 
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^ame  t)f  Teacher. 

Ida  Creiffhton  . 

T.  Maloan 

E.  R.  Curren  .  ^ , 
M.  Cunningham 
E.  W.  Elsdon   . 


A.  N.  Archibald. 
C.  (jraham  .  . . 
G.  M.  Huggins  . . 
A.  M.  Mason . . . . 
K.  McArthiir  . .  . 
M.  A.  Johns  .  •  * • 

A.  Mitchell 

B.  Mitchell 

E.  J.  Willis   .... 
A.  M.  Alexander 


J.  F.  Elliott  . . 
C.  Hostcrnian 
M.  H.  Grierson 


H.  McGrciror  ....  * 


Z.  E.  Noble 


Sister  Cleophas 


R.  G.  Halls 


R.  G.  Halls 


Number  of  pupil8  registered. 

Agricola  Street. 

43 

52 

51 

51 

60 


Av,  daily  attendance. 


Albro  Sti-eet. 


56 
39 
36 
42 
41 
43 
50 
48 
5J) 
109 


•  . 


..•••. 


29.00 
40.50 
.35.45 
43.80 
44.60 


39.20 
32.41 
29.50 


34.96 
31.94 


36.40 

37.76 

81.53 


Beech  Street. 

32 

53 


Brwn  8w Ick  Street. 


C.J.  Miller 

K.  Mcintosh 

A.  E.  Hamilton 

J.  R.  McArthur 

A.  Logan  

M.  E.  Hamilton 

C.  M.  Gossip 

A.  Putnam 


J.  McCurdy 


49 
44 
36 
48 
42 
43 
oo 
68 
53 
87 


.  •  .  . 


»  •  . 


.»..•.. 


Cohitrg  Road. 


00 


Dutch   Village. 

I— hr 
it 

hid  uM  rial. 
36 


Inglis. 
58 


J.  A.   Smith 


Locknian  Street. 

48 


44.00 
24.63 
40.00 


37.88 
28.50 
23.70 
35.33 
32.14 
.34.22 
39.25 
50.02 
40.05 


60.70 


42.00 


53.00 


33.00 


20.00 


30.00 
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^ame  of  Teacher. 


Number  of  pupils  legistered. 

Maynard  Street 


\.  Logan 
r.  A.  Artz 


•  #**• . .  •••• 


60 
42 


Av.  daily  attendance. 

...   42.30 
.  ..  23.17 


Morris  Street 


0.  H.  Burbidge 

R.  Eaton 

M.  Waddell 

^.  A.  James 

L  Silver 

2.  Stewart 

A..  McCuUoch 

A.  MePhail 

t-j.  /xcianis ..  «•••••  ••••••  «» 

B.  Stratton 

A.  Mutcli  • 


•  •  • 


F.  C.  Bowles 

M.  McLatchy 

K.  W.  Shields 

R.  A.  Rousselle 


L.  B.  Shaffer 


W.  T.  Kennedy 
E.  McPherson.  . 
A.  Me(ireiror., . 
E.  Hazell 


J.  L.  Walsh 

M,  T.  T.  O'Donoghue. 

Sister  Agatha 

Sister  Xavier • 


J.  M.  Vereker 


Madame  Hibbetts 

M.  S.  OToole 

Sister  Hartigan . . 
S.  E.  Duggan  •  • . . 


40 
51 
53 
58 
58 
55 
39 
40 
51 
52 
54 

National. 

47 
48 
5() 
05 


42.70 
36.00 
37.61 
48.24 
35.00 
44.00 
20.00 
40.17 

39.55 

42.40 


•  ••••   .••««••« 


.  « 


.  •  • 


4  .  •  • 


•  .•••• 


27.03 

•  •  • .  .4  *i2.80 
33.40 
63.00 


« .  •  • .  • 


Poor  Asylum, 
40 


Richmond. 

42 

56 
63 
68 


Riissell  Street. 


58 
80 
41 

Salem. 
60 


Summer  Street 


34 
46 
57 
60 


28.00 


20.06 
35.74 
50.71 
55.54 


. . .  40.a0 

..•  53.00 

...  30.00 

...  63.00 


40.00 


30.33 
36.00 
48.00 
47.00 
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Kame  of  Teacher. 


•    «•««•     4 


F.  T.  Burke .  . . 
J.  P.  Griffin.... 
P.  O'Hcam  • . « • 

E.  Torrey 

A.  Walsh 

Sister  Margaret 

Sister  Bernard 

Sister  Berehmans  .... 

Sister  Martina 

Sister  Cornelia 

Sister  Louis 

Sister  Ludo vica * 


Kumber  of  pupils  registered. 

St.  Mary's. 
41 


Av.  daily  attendance. 


.  . . 


P.  E.  Scott 

P.  C.  C.  Mooney . . , 
J.  W.  A.  Doyle . . . . 

E.  Warner 

H.  Coleman 

M.  Sullivan 

E.  Carten 

Sister  Michael .... 
Sister  Ambrose  . . . 

Sister  Pius 

Sister  Felix 

M.  J.  Donovan  ... 
E.  M.  Guinane  . . 

Sister  Mana 

Sister  Theresa .... 
Sister  Helena 


44 
52 
51 
57 
85 
40 
42 
41 
51 
46 
107 

St.  Patrick's. 

44 
4.3 

58 
5.3 
50 
38 
63 
46 
40 
46 
47 
47 
45 
48 
47 
94 


.    4    • 


.    .    •    . 


•    .     .    • 


........ 


•     .     •     •    . 


29.00 
33.14 
40.30 
42.00 
45.00 
71.00 
33.00 
24.00 
33.00 
45.00 
35.00 
91.00 

35..30 
83.00 
44.00 
36.00 
40.00 
29.00 
52.00 
37.56 
37.00 
40.00 
38.00 
41.00 
38.00 
34.00 
38.00 
76.00 


Tcnver  Road. 

C.  F.  Townsend 30         25.00 

M.  Fleming 52  .30.51 

S.  J.  Sullivan 50         31.21 

The  following  information  may  bo  deduced  from  the  returns  for  the 
year : — 

The  City  of  Halifax  is  one  School  Section. 

For  the  winter  term  ended  April  30,  1880. 

No.  of  Schools  in  Session ^ 

No.  of  Teachers "  * 

No.  of  registered  pupils 

For  the  summer  term  ended  Oct.  31,  1880. 

No.  of  Schools  in  session , . 

No.  of  Teachers 

No.  of  registered  pupils 

No.  of  pupils  registered,  not  on  register  of  previous  term 

Total  No.  of  different  pupils  during  year 5986 

Proportion  of  population  (census  1871)  at  School  during  the  year 
a]x)ut  1  in  5. 


101 

101 

4923 

97 

97 

5172 

1063 
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WINTER  TERM. 

No.  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age 8 

No.  of  pupils  between  5  and  15  years  of  age 4G92 

No.  of  pupils  over  15  years  of  age 223 

No.  of  boys 2428 

No.  of  girls   2495 

Grand  total  days'  attendance  made  by  all  the  pupils 403946 

No.  daily  present  at  School  on  an  average  for  time  in  session .  3647 

No.  daily  present  at  School  on  an  average  for  full  term 3627 

No.    daily  present   on   average  for  time  in  session  per  100 

registered 74.0 

No.  daily  present  on  average  for  full  term  per  100  registered..  73.6 

SUMMER  TERM. 

No.  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age 6 

No.  of  pupils  from  5  to  15  years  of  age 4936 

No.  of  pupils  over  15  years  of  age 230 

No.  of  boys 2550 

No.  of  girls 2622 

Grand  total  davs  attendance  made  by  all  the  pupils 359513 

No.  daily  present  at  School  on  an  average  for  the  time  in  session  3882 

No.  daily  present  at  School  on  an  average  for  full  term 3796 

No.  daily  present  on  average  for   time   in -session   per    100 

registered 75.00 

No.  daily  present  on  average  for  full  term  per  100  registered..  73.00 

Average  Salaries  for  the  Year  ended  Oct.  31,  1880,  (not  in 

CLUDING  High  School.) 

Male  Teachers,  A  and  B. — Provincial  Grant,  $120.  From  the  City, 
^521.     Total  8641. 

Female  Teachers ,  Grade  B. — Provincial  Grant,  $120.  From  the 
City,  $293.     Total,  $413. 

FertmU  Teachers,  Grade  C. — Provincial  Grant,  $90.  From  the  City,. 
3232.     Total,  3322. 

Female  Teacliers,  Grade  D, — Provincial  Grant,  $60.  From  the  City, 
3201.     Total,  $261. 

AMENDED    REGULATION — STANDARD    OF  MERIT. 

The  following  is  the  amended  Regulation  regarding  the  numbers  to 
be  used  by  the  Supervisor  in  his  notes  of  inspection  : — 

^'Resolved,  That  a  bcx)k,  tabulated  throughout,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Supervisor  ;  that  8  be  the  maximum  number  to  be  awarded  for  the  highest 
excellence  under  each  head  ;  and  that  no  Teacher,  whose  general  average  for 
the  period  for  services  during  which  an  increase  of  salary  is  claimed  shall  be 
less  than  5,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  annual  increase  provided  for  by  the  exist- 
ing Regulations  of  the  Board  ;  and  resolved,  that  the  services  of  any  Teacher 
whose  class  does  not  maintain  a  general  average  of  not  less  than  3,  shall  be 
dispensed  with  by  the  Board." 

I  repeat  this  year  also,  for  the  information  of  Teachers,  a  specimen- 
page  of  the  notes  of  inspection  used,  filling  in  some  of  the  columns 
with  imaginary  figures  for  the  purpose  of  explanation. 
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HIGH   SCHOOL   MATRICULATION   EXAMINATIONS. 

An  examination  for  Honor  Scholarships,  and  for  admission  as  pay- 
ing pupils,  was  held  on  the  5th  'July,  1880,  under  the  following 
amended  Regulations : — 

For  Candidates  for  PVee  Scholarsbipa,  and  for  those  who  do  not  pro- 
.pose  to  follow  the  Classical  Course. 

Ist.     History  of  Nova  Scotia  and  outlines  of  English  History. 

2nd.  To  write  in  a  fair  hand  and  correctly  spelled,  a  short  Essay  on 
any  simple  subject  selected  by  the  Examiners. 

3rd.  The  ordinary  rules  of  Arithmetic,  Vulgar  and  Decimal  Frac- 
tions, Proportion,  Kxtraction  of  the  Square  Root,  Interest,  Discount, 
Profit  and  Loss. 

4:ih.     English  Grammar,  including  Parsing  and  Analysis. 

5th.  .\  fair  knowledge  of  the  Geography  of  the  Dominion,  and  out- 
lines of  General  Geography. 

Gth.     Algebra  to  the  end  of  Fractions. 

7th.     The  first  Book  of  Euclid. 

No  Candidate  shall  be  entitled  to  a  Free  Scholarship  whose  general 
average  in  all  the  subjects  shall  be  less  than  65  per  cent.;  or  who  shall 
fall  below  80  per  cent,  in  any  one  subject. 

No  Candidate  shall  b3  admitted  as  an  out  of  course  pupil,  /.  e.,  one 
not  following  the  Classical  Course,  whose  general  average  shall  be  less 
^han  40  per  cent.,  or  who  shall  fall  below  25  per  cent. 

For  boys  intending  to  take  the  Regular  or  Classical  Course: 

1. — History  of  Nova  Scotia  and  outlines  of  Englibh  History  to  the 
Battle  of  -'  Boswoith  Field." 

2. — Writing  from -dictation — spelling  to  be  correct,  and  handwriting 
fair. 

8. — A  fair  knowledge  of  Elementary  English  Grammar,  including  the 
parsing  of  easy  sentences. 

4. — The  ordinary  rules  of  Arithmetic,  Vulgar  and  Decimal  Fractions, 
Simple  Proportion  and  Interest, 

5. — Outlines  of  General  Geography,  with  a  more  particular  knowledge 
•of  that  of  Nova  Scotia. 

6. — The  first  25  propositions  of  the  First,  Book  of  Euclid. 

No  Candidate  shall  be  admitted  whose  genei'al  average  shall  be  less 
than  40  per  cent.,  or  who  shall  fall  below  25  per  cent,  in  any  one  sub- 
ject. 

The  following  young  gentlemen  obtained  scholarships,  having  gained 
the  general  average  of  .65  per  cent.: — 

'  Name. 

David  Davidson •  • 

Archibald  McCaughin 

Charles  Creighton 

Arthur  Morris 

Frederick  Whiston  •  •  •  # ...... 

Frank  Grierson 

Edward  Huestis •  • . 


Age. 

Ksme  of  School. 

13 

Albro  Street 

14 

13 

1, 

14 

13 

14 

14 

{ 
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Kame,  Age.         N'ame  of'SebooL 

Abbott  Gumming ^ •  14  Albro  Street. 

Maurice  Crowell , 13  »» 

Henry  S.  Theakston 13  National. 

Charlefi  E.  B\ltler : 14 

Robert  B.  Thomson 14  •» 

John  S.  Sutherland 13.  »• 

Edgar  Wilder 14  ^ 

William  Seabrook 13  « 

Edward  F.  Smith 13  Morris  St.^ 

The  following  obtained  the  requisite  mnnl)er  of  mark.s  for  admission? 
as  paying  pupils : — 

Name.  Age.  Name  of  SchooU 

C.  W.W.Bayer v ..  13  Morris  St. 

Edward  Allison ^ 13  •• 

Harry  Flowers 13  •• 

Edward  A.  Smith 14  *• 

Frank  C.  Stimpson 14  »• 

Henry  Mcintosh 11  •* 

Henry  H.  Munro  .  •. .      t. 11  •• 

Carl  Stayner , 12  »^ 

Henry  T.  K  Wilson . . , 11 

Leslie  Eraser. r 12  »« 

Charles  T.  Munro  .^ - 11  »• 

Alonzo  Foster 12  •• 

Alfred  Skimmings 12  •• 

Harris  Tremain 14  « 

Thomas  Mathews 13  National. 

William  H.  McDougall —  •« 

William  McPherson 14  Albro  Street. 

An  extra  examination  for  the  admission  of  paying  pupils  was  held 
August  30th,  1880,  when,  of  five  candidates  who  presented  themselves,- 
the  following  three  passed  : — 

James  B.  S.  Mann,  aged  15 Private  tuition. 

John  Munro,  aged  13 h 

Charles  E.  Wainwright • .  • »  ^ 

An  examination  for  Honor  Scholarships  and  for  admission  to  the* 
Regular  Course  (paying  pupils)  was  held  on  the  21st  and  22nd  De- 
cember, 1880.  At  this  examination  there  were  30 candidates,  viz.:  20- 
for  Honor  Scholarships  and  10  for  the  Regular  Course.'  Of  the  20' 
candidates  for  scholarships,  18  are  reported  as  successful  by  the  Head 
Master ;  and  of  the  10  for  the  Regular  Course,  9  reached  the  standard 
required  for  admission  as  paying  pupils. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  passed  at  this  exam- 
ination : — 
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-HONOR  SCHOLARS. 


Name. 

Tlupert  Metzler . . . . , 
Henry  Flowers,...  , 
Edward  P.  Allison  . . 
Traneis  C  Stimpson 
Edward  Saunders. . . 
"Rnsseli  Davidson  . . . 
William  Nye. .  .^  . . . 
.James  Davidson  . . . . 
Alfred  Thomson  ^  .^ . 
Walter  Rutherford .  < 

Henry  Busch 

Henry  Harris  ......  . . 

Arthur  Mellish  ^  • . .  . 
William  Graham . . . . 

Arthur  Co^well . . . . 

Percy  Pender  . .  .^  .  . 

Daniel  O'Brien 

Harry  Powell  .-  .-  .  . 


Age. 

12 
13 
15 
14 
14 
12 
12 
14 
15 
15 
14 
15 
12 
14 
12 
14 
13 
16 


Name  of  School. 

Morris  St. 

ji 

ji 
li 

K 

Albro  St. 

ii 

li 

.li 

.41 
Ji 
li 
il 
ii 

National. 

II 

ii 
Richmond 


PAYING   PUPILS, 


Arthur  Hamilton  . . 

Henrv  Henan 

Arthur  Bremner...  .- 
Jared  Chipman .... 
iRupert  Chipman  .  • . 
Gordon  Boulton  . . . . 
James  D.  Ritchie-  .- 
James  A.  MeMurray 
Alfred  T.  Stikeraan 
William  Buckley  ... 
William  Doane . .-  . 


.   •  <•   a  -. 


> 


National. 

il 

-§> 

2  S  S 


14 

14 

13^ 

13 

12 

13 

12 

14 

13 

12 

15    Priviite  tuition. 


IMPROVED   CX)NDITI0N   OF  THE   HIGH  SCHOOL. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the 
improved  condition  of  the  High  School.    Including  the  number  in  the 

})reparatory  .department,  there  are  now  105  pupils  in  attendance — the 
argest  number  yet  upon  its  roll.  To  form  an  estimate  of  the  work 
<lone  by  the  4  teachers  employed,  these  105  Jboys  are  not  to  l)e  divided 
hy  4,  giving  about  25  to  each  teacher,  as  is  sometimes  done  by  persons 
•disposed  to  find  fault  with  the  establishment  of  the  High  School,  but 
It  should  be  remembered  that  each  teacher  daily  instructs  105  pupils 
in  the  <lifFerejit  subjects  of  his  own  department.  Those  who  have 
taught  large  classes,  and  who  know  the  amount  of  exhaustive  labor 
expended  on  the  daily  work  of  the  class-room,  will  readily  sympathize 
with  the  teachers  of  this  school  in  the  difficulties  that  surround 
IhenoL. 
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ITS   INFLUENCE   ON   THE   COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

I  desire  also  to  direct  the  especial  attention  of  the  Board  to  the- 
marked  influence  for  good  the  existence  of  the  High  School  is  exert- 
ing on  the  boys'  Common  Schools  of  this  city.  The  rivalry  now  ex- 
isting between  the  Principals  of  the  Morris,  National,  Albro  and 
Richmond  Schools  is  producing  the  very  best  results.  Each  Principal 
vies  with  his  neighbour  in  an  honest,  laudable  contention  as  to  who 
shall  send  up  the  best  scholars,  and  whose  school  shall  reach  the  high- 
est ^neral  average  of  excellence  in  the  papers  set  for  examination. 

Nor  is  the  impetiLS  thas  given  to  renewed  energy  confined  to  the- 
senior  rooms  alone  ;  every  second  teach e^  knows  that  upon  his  or  her 
exertions  will  be  attributed  to  some  extent — perhaps  to  a  large  ex- 
tent— the  ultimate  success  or  failure  of  those  who  leave  his  or  her 
department ;  and  in  like  manner  this  influence  is  felt  in  the  junior 
departments,  whose  teachers  all  have  the  success  of  the  principals 
room  in  view. 

The  recent  examination  for  admission  was  most  satisfactory  and 
encouraging  in  its  results.  Of  the  20  competitors  for  Honor  Scholar- 
ships, 18  succeeded  in  gaining  not  only  the  required  general  average- 
of  65  per  cent,  on  all  the  subjects  of  the  examination,  but  in  reaching,. 
in  some  cases»  as  far  as  90  per  cent,  and  upwards  ;  while  the  two  who. 
failed  to  gain  honors,  passed  a  creditable  examination,  and  are  entitled 
to  be  adn^itted  as  paying  pupils.  Of  the  ID  who  were  examined  for 
admission  as  paying  pupils,  9  passed  ;  so  that,  of  the  '0  candidates, 
under  examination,  there  was  only  one  failure.  This  fact,  I  saVv 
speaks  for  itself,  and  proves  most  unmistakably  that  our  High  School 
is  exerting  an  influence  for  great  good  upon  the  C^ommon  Schools  of 
the  city. 

An  editorial  in  the  "  New  Era"  of  Jan.  29  last,  after  contrasting  the 
examiration  papers  for  admission  to  the  High  School  with  the  sylla- 
bus  for  licensed  Provincial  teachers  of  Grade  D,  winds  up  a  very 
fairly  written  and  eulogistic  article  upon  our  schools  as  follows  : — 
"Taking  everything  into  consideration,  we  fail  to  see  why  people 
should  be  continually  finding  fault  with  our  city  teachers,  for  they 
certainly  bring  their  pupils  to  a  very  satisfactory  state  of  efficiency." 

APPLICATIONS   FOR   EMPLOYMENT. 

Referring  to  applications  for  employment  on  the  city  siaflf  of 
teachers,  I  wrote  last  year  as  follows: — 

"  As  applications  for  employment  are  made  to  the  Board  from  time 
to  time  by  individuals  holding  B  and  C  licenses,  obtained,  perhaps,, 
many  years  ago,  and  as  these  licenses  may  have  become  rusty  from 
age  and  want  of  use,  I  should  think  it  both  praiseworthy  and  profit- 
able on  the  part  of  the  holders  of  such  diplomas  to  renew  them,  if 
possible,  as  opportunities  are  aflbrded  from  year  to  ^^ear.  Our  city 
educationists  must,  by  study,  keep  abreast  of  the  times.  Those  that 
are  in  are  in,  it  is  true,  but  the  exercise  of  the  class  room  may  not  be- 
suflficient  to  enable  them  to  sustain  a  reputation  for  scholarship. 
Those  that  are  out,  should  not  rest  upon  the  labors  of  former  years^ 
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because  they  cannot  hope  to  compete  successfully  with  those  whose 
scholarship  is  of  a  recent  and  more  advanced  character." 

Thase  remarks  were  intended  at  the  time  to  refer  mainly  to  a  class 
of  individuals  who,  by  virtue  of  certain  Provincial  Liccnsas,  claimed 
to  possess  educational  qualifications  for  the  school  work  of  the 
metropolis  of  Nova  Scotia ;  and  who,  by  their  very  application,  said 
in  effect:  "  Employ  me,  for  I  am  fully  qualified  to  instruct  your  sons 
and  daughters  in  any  or  all  of  the  subjects  taught  in  your  schools ; " 
while  at  the  same  time  the  style  cf  conversation  in  pressing  their  sup- 
posed claims  was,  in  many  instances,  strangely  at  variance  with  their 
assumption  of  educational  fitness  for  the  position  sought.  Applications 
from  such  sources  are  now  rare,  and  have  become  so,  because  it  is 
pretty  well  understood  by  this  time  that  the  Board  are  determined  to 
appoint  nom  but  those  well  qualified  to  instruct,  who  possess  the 
faculty  of  imparting  what  they  know  to  others,  so  far  as  this  can  be 
ascertained  by  the  Board,  and  who  can  bring  to  the  school  room  the 
influences  of  social  refinement  and  mental  culture. 

LICENSES    RENEWEI^. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  Board  that  three  of  its  teachers, 
have  voluntarily  presented  themselves  for  re-examination,  and  have 
succeeded  in  regaining  first-class  licenses ;  two  of  these  are  engaged  in 
the  Brunswick  Street  School,  and  one  in  the  Agricola  Street  School. 
Now  while  this  will  be,  I  am  quite  sure,  gratifying  intelligence  to  the 
Commissioners,  it  does  seem  somewhat  strange  tl  at  of  all  who  ob- 
tained C  and  I)  Licenses  prior  to  1878,  only  one,  so  far  as  I  can  ascer- 
tain, has  made  an  effort  to  fj^o  up  higher  or  to  renew  the  grade  held. 
Friendly  suggestions  from  time  to  time  during  the  last  three  years,  in 
regard  to  the  well-known  views  of  Commissioners  on  this  subject, 
ought  to  have  produced  a  greater  efteci. 

INCENTIVE  TO   IMPROVEMENT. 

As  an  incentive  to  advancement  in  the  requirements  of  School  work, 
and  as  a  partial  guarantee,  at  least,  to  the  Commissioners,  that  those 
in  their  employ  shall  not  remain  inactive  in  the  matter  of  self- 
improvement,  I  would  recommend  that  the  following  resolution  be 
adopted  by  the  Board : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Supervisor  of  Schools  shall  be  authorized 
to  appoint  any  Teacher  to  carry  on  the  work  of  any  other  depart- 
ment than  his  or  her  own ;  said  work  to  be  done  in  the  presence  of 
the  Supervisor  or  Principal,  or  both,  and  to  continue  not  longer  than 
two  hours  at  any  one  time ;  and  provided  that  no  regular  Teacher 
shall  be  required  to  leave  his  or  her  department  more  than  once  in 
any  one  month,  and  that  the  department  vacated  shall  be  filled  for  the 
time  being  by  the  Teacher  of  the  department  under  examination. 

THE   ACADIAN   SCHOOL. 

Acting  upon  the  authority  of  a  resolution  of  the  Board,  I  have 
graded  during  the  year  two  scholars  from  the  Acadian  to  the  Bruns- 
wick Street  School,  as,  since  the  reduction  of  the  Acadian  from  four  to 
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three  departments,  the  Principal  has  been  obliged  to  receive  a  large 
number  of  pupils  quite  too  young  for  the  subjects  previously  taught 
by  her.  This  has,  of  course,  materially  altered  the  complexion  of  the 
advanced  room,  and  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  remove,  from  time  to 
time,  those  who  by  an  examination  can  prove  themselves  qualified  to 
be  graded  up. 

IMPROVED   CONDITION   OF   OUR  SCHOOLS. 

While  congratulating  the  Board  upon  the  very  satisfactory  state  of 
our  Schools  as  a  whole,  and  upon  the  decided  improvement  effected 
during  the  last  few  years,  both  as  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
instruction  imparted,  I  must  not  omit  in  this  report  to  call  especial 
attention  to  the  high  state  of  efficiency  of  the  advanced  classes  for 
girls  in  our  common  schools. 

This  is  sufficiently  evident  from  the  fact  that,  in  five  at  least  of  these 
schools,  candidates  are  prepared  for  first-class  licenses,  and  that,  in 
addition  to  the  subjects  required  by  the  Syllabus  for  Grade  B,  instruc- 
tion is  given  in  the  French  language,  and,  to  some  extent,  in  J^tin 
also. 

It  is  to  many,  no  doubt,  a  matter  of  sincere  regret  that,  as  yet,  no 
provision  has  been  made  for  the  establishment  of  a  High  School  for 
girls ;  yet  with  the  facts  above  stated  in  regard  to  what  our  advanced 
teachers  are  doing  in  the  way  of  higher  instruction,  and  as  there  seems, 
juet  now.  to  be  no  prospect  of  getting  more  than  we  have,  let  parents 
be  thankful  that  the  excellent  lady  teachers  in  charge  of  the  advanced 
classes  are  eminently  qualified  for  their  position  ;  and  that  our  daugh- 
ters are  well  taught,  not  perhaps  in  all  the  gaudy  and  high-sounding 
subjects  so  commonly  presented  in  prospectuses  from  abroad,  but  in  all 
the  solid  and  essential  branches  of  a  lady's  education. 

TRUANCT. 

It  is  a  subject  of  frequent  remark  in  our  city  that  too  many  boys 
are  in  the  streets  during  school  hours ;  that  these  boys  are  either  not 
attending  schools  at  all,  or  are  not  attending  regularly. 

As  no  provision  has  yet  been  made  either  by  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment or  by  our  city  authorities,  to  compel  attendance  at  school,  the 
following  extract,  from  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools  for  the  City  of  Boston,  may  furnish  a  hint  with  regard  to 
future  action  in  the  matter ;  and  our  own  police  may  yet  be  made 
effective  in  remedying  an  evil  so  frequently  referred  to : — 

"Of  all  responsibilities  of  a  Superintendent  of  Schools,  none  seems 
more  binding  than  that  concerning  children  not  at  school,  or  not  at- 
tending regularly.  The  number  of  these  in  Boston,  though  not  as 
large  as  it  might  be,  is  larger  than  it  should  be.  To  reduce  it,  there  is 
no  way  so  simple  cr  so  efiective  as  making  school  a  place  of  enjoyment. 
That  draws  in  many  a  child  who  would  not  othervvise  come,  and  keeps 
many  a  one  who  would  not  otherwise  remain.  If  there  are  those  to 
whom  no  studies  can  be  made  attractive,  let  the  personal  qualities  of 
the  teacher,  his  patience,  his  vigor,  his  warm-heartedness,  be  the  charm. 
Should  a  pupil  still  stray,  then  let  the  teacher  try  his  hand  rather 
than  another's  in  reclaiming  the  wanderer.     A  quarter  of  an  hour  at 
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the  home  of  a  truant  will  do  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  year  at  school 
in  bringing  his  truancy  to  an  end.  The  truant  officer  has  an  import •* 
ant  duty,  but  it  would  be  better  that  there  should  be  no  such  officer 
than  that  he  should  try  to  fill  a  teacher  s  place  with  regard  to  a  pupil 
or  a  pupil  s  family.  Of  merely  police  measures  none  seems  to  promise 
better  than  the  recent  order  of  rolice  Commissioners  directing  officers 
on  their  beats  to  stop  children  of  school  age  whom  they  meet  during 
school  hours,  in  order  to  take  their  address  and  their  reason  for  being 
on  the  street.  The  officers*  reports  are  sent  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  recorded,  sent  to  the  Truant  Officers,  that  tney  may  in- 
quire into  each  case,  and  returned  with  their  reports  to  the  Superin- 
tendent. The  number  of  cases  reported  by  the  police  the  first  day 
was  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight ;  proving,  if  proof  is  needed,  that 
such  interposition  is  required." 

FEMALE   EDUCATION. 

This  subject  has  been  discussed  during  the  year  in  the  journals 
devoted  to  Education  both  in  the  Dominion  and  in  other  countries. 
The  question  of  the  co-education  of  the  sexes  has  found  advocates  and 
opponents ;  and  both  sides  have,  as  is  usual  in  most  questions,  held 
strong  opinions,  and  advanced,  as  they  supposed,  convincing  argu- 
ments. My  opinion  upon  the  subject  remains  unchanged.  I  do  not 
think  it  advisable  that  the  sexes  should  be  educated  together.  The 
Board  long  ago  decided  in  this  way.  The  system  adopted  for  the  City 
Schools  some  years  ago,  and  now  in  operation  with  but  one  exception, 
works  well.  Each  year's  observation  but  confirms  me  in  the  con- 
clusions I  long  ago  formed.  I  merely  refer  to  the  subject  now  because 
it  has  been  much  discussed.  In  the  absence  of  any  agitation  here  in 
favor  of  a  change,  1  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  give  at  any  length 
the  reasons  which  have  induced  me  to  adopt  the  views  I  hold. 

Upon  the  general  question  of  Female  Education.  I  cannot  but 
repeat  the  views  I  have  advocated  in  former  reports.  The  more  one 
reads  of  the  educational  movements  of  other  countries  the  more  firmly 
is  one  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  giving  girls  an  education  higher 
than  elementary.  In  the  Old  World,  England,  France  and  Germany 
have  advanced  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  higher  education  for  girls. 
In  the  United  States  and  Ontario  the  subject  has  received  equal 
attention. 

In  the  United  States,  in  1870,  the  number  of  institutions  for  the 
superior  education  of  women  was  33 ;  instructors,  378 ;  students, 
5,337.  In  1874  there  were  214  such  institutions,  114  of  which  were 
authorized  to  confer  degrees ;  the  number  of  instructors  was  2,285, 
and  of  students  23,445.  Since  then  the  increase  has  been  rapid.  The 
statistics  of  London,  England,  show  a  degree  of  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject which  we  cc  uld  not  at  all  hope  to  equal.  We  ought,  however,  to 
keep  in  sight  the  fact  that  in  other  countries  the  subject  of  superior 
education  of  women  has  had  especial  attention  given  to  it,  the  object 
being  to  educate  women  not  only  because  they  are  thereby  enabled  to 
make  better  livelihoods  for  themselves  should  it  be  necessary  for  them 
to  earn  their  own  bread,  but  also  because  one  chief  hindrance  to  the 
thorough  education  of  the  other  sex  is  thereby  removed. 
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An  Old  World  author,  referring  to  the  results  of  the  efforts  for  the 
superior  education  of  women  in  Europe,  has  well  said : — "  Already  an 
impulse  has  been  given  to  society  by  the  education  of  women  ;  yet  no 
truly  womanly  duty  has  been  neglected,  nor  are  women  less  disposed 
to  accept  the  cares  of  domestic  life  or  yield  to  the  claims  of  conjugal 
and  maternal  affection.  **  Will  woman's  smiles."  he  asks,  with  pi^on- 
able  enthusiasm,  "  cease  to  be  attractive  when  they  are  brightened  by 
intelligence  ?  Will  her  conversation  lose  its  power  when  strengthened 
by  words  of  wisdom  ?  Will  her  beauty  of  form  and  feature  vanish 
amidst  geographical,  and  metaphysical  problems  as  her  knowledge  is 
enlarged  ?  Will  her  companionship  he  less  valued  as  her  ability  to 
counsel  wisely  and  control  judiciously  is  increased  ?" 

A  New  World  author  says : — *'  Educate  all  the  men  of  a  generation 
and  leave  the  women  uneducated,  and  every  child  under  their  influ- 
ence begins  his  public  education  with  all  the  disadvantages  of  his 
father.  Eklucate  all  the  females,  and  you  will  give  a  permanent  im- 
pulse to  the  onward  movement  of  the  race  which  it  can  never  lose. 
Each  individual  begins  his  progress  from  a  higher  level,  and,  with 
equal  exertions,  will  bequeath  a  richer  inheritance  of  knowledge  and 
wisdom  to  his  successors." 

These  quotations  sum  up  the  chief  ideas  connected  with  superior 
education  for  women ;  it  does  the  one  sex  no  harm,  and  it  does  the 
other  sex  a  great  deal  of  good.  The  higher  education  of  woman  does 
not  detract  from  womanly  grace,  while  it  adds  to  man's  strength.  This 
seems  to  be  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter,  the  result  of  the  wide- 
spread and  energetic  efforts  which  have  in  recent  years  been  made  to 
lift  up  to  a  higher  plane  the  education  of  women. 

SEPARATE   SCJHGOLS. 

Another  subject  of  considerable  importance,  and  one  upon  which 
there  has  been  a  certain  degree  of  agitation  in  our  community,  is  the 
subject  of  separate  schools  for  colored  children.  I  have  felt  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  deal  with  this  question  frankly  and  with  a  sincere  desire 
to  do  justice  to  all  concerned. 

In  the  United  States,  where  the  subject  has  forced  itself  into  prac- 
tical school-life,  a  very  great  diversity  of  opinion  prevails. 

In  all  the  old  slave  States,  and  in  many  of  the  Northern  States,  a 
feeling  of  aversion  to  or  prejudice  against  the  negro  race  is  so  strong, 
that  it  has  been  found  that  the  public  school  system  can  be  made 
effective  only  by  the  establishment  of  separate  schools  for  colored 
children,  since  very  many  white  parents  have  refused  to  permit  their 
children  to  attend  schools  in  which  the  co-ediication  of  the  races  was 
carried  on. 

In  some  of  the  older  and  larger  Northern  States  the  distinction  of 
separate  schools  for  white  and  colored  is  fast  passing  away.  In 
Pennsylvania  a  few  years  ago  there  were  only  73  schools  for  colored 
children  out  of  an  aggregate  number  of  schools  of  16,641 ;  and  an 
attendance  of  only  2500  pupils  out  of  about  440,000. 

The  same  condition  of  affairs  is  seen  in  New  York.  The  School 
Superintendent  of  Education  for  Illinois  in  1873  issued  a  circular  of 
enquiry  in  regard  to  this  subject  to  the  County  Superintendents,  ask- 
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ing  for  facts  and  results ;  and  out  of  77  counties  reporting,  there  were 
in  10  no  persons  of  color  to  be  educated  ;  in  41,  colored  children  at- 
tended the  same  schools  with  white  scholars  ;  in  10,  the  colored  chil- 
dren were  in  separate  schools;  in  16,  some  colored  children  were  in 
separate  schools,  while  others  attended  schools  with  white  children ; 
in  30  no  objections  to  the  co-education  of  the  races  were  reported  ;  but 
in  27  trouble  of  a  more  or  less  serious  nature  was  reported  to  have 
occurred.  The  conclusion  to  which  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  come  appears  to  be :  As  long  as  the  feeling  of  aversion  to  the 
co-education  of  whites  and  colored  exists,  whether  prejudice  or  not, 
it  would  seem  to  be  the  duty  of  legislators  to  respect  it,  and  not  to 
endeavour  to  force  upon  communities  a  school  organization  which  they 
dislike,  as  long  as  the  equal  rights  of  all  citizens  are  respected.  At 
the  same  time  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  experience  seems  to  show 
that  these  race  distinctions  disappear  in  time ;  but  that  this  time  may 
be  prolonged  by  unwise  agitation,  violence  and  haste.  A  wise  and 
understanding  view  of  the  position  would,  I  think,  suggest  to  our 
colored  fellow-citizens  that  time  is  on  their  side,  unless  by  injudicious 
agitation  they  drive  time  to  the  other  side. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  CURREN.  D.  C.  L, 

Supervisor. 
Offi^  of  the  Board,  High  School  Building, 

December,  1880, 
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Sir,— 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  to  he  laid  befon? 
His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  (lovernor,  my  Report,  as  required  by 
Law,  on  the  Provincial  Scliools  subject  to  my  supervision.  Part  H. 
includes  tletailed  statistics  of  the  other  instituti::)ns  reccivinpr  Pro- 
vincial aid. 

I  am,  with  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID   ALLISON, 

Su]x^7itendent  of  Edm*(UioH. 

To  the  Hon.  S.  H.  Holmes,  M.P.P.,  M.E.C., 

Prorvificiol  Secretary. 
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PART   I. 


GENERAL   P4EPORT,    1881. 


1 


ANNUAL     REPORT 


ON  THE 


COMMON,  ACADEMIC, 


AND 


Normal   and   Model   Schools  of   Nova  Scotia. 


1881. 


To  His  Honor  the  Honorable  Adahs  Oeorqe  Archibald, 

Litutenant'Oovernor  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia : 

May  it  please  Your  Honor, — I  beg  tx)  submit  my  Report  on  the 
Public  Schools  for  the  year  ended  Octol^r  31st,  1881.  The  statistical 
portion  has  been  prepared  with  great  care,  and  is  worthy,  I  believe,  of 
thoughtful  examination  by  all  interested  in  the  development  of 
Public  Educaticm  in  the  Province,  There  has  been  a  respectable 
increase  in  the  attendance  at  the  Schools,  though  some  of  the  special 
causes  of  hindrance  referred  to  in  my  last  Report  have,  I  regret  to 
state,  continued  powerfully  operative.  A  somewhat  quickened 
activity  has  been  shown  generally  throughout  the  Provmce,  and 
notably  in  several  important  centres  of  population,  in  the  provision  of 
new  and  improved  school  buildings.  For  what  has  been  done,  and 
what  is  contemplated,  to  make  the  complex  forces  of  our  educational 
siystem  efficient  in  the  highest  possible  degree  for  the  ends  sought,  I 
would  refer  particularly  to  that  portion  of  this  Report  which  follows 
the  Statistical  Abstract.  The  reports  reouired  of  various  officials  en- 
gaged in  carrying  out  the  provisions  oi  the  Act  relating  to  Public 
Instruction  will  hd  found  in  the  Appendices,  and  are  all>  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  valuable  documents. 


STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT. 


1. — School  Sections. 

Total  number  in  Province    » 1799 

1880 1807 

Decrease.  •••• ••« •       8 
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Winter.      Snmmer.      Year. 

No.  of  Sections  without  Schools 361         252         1 28 

1880 469        330         176 


Decrease 108  78  48 


2. — No.  OF  Schools,  Pupils,  Teachers,  &c. 

Winter  Term.  Sumner  Term. 

Total  No.  of  Schools  in  operation 1763  1877 

1880 1687  1811 


Increase 76      Increase.  •     66 


Total  No.  Registered  Pupils 77468  80189 

1880 73978  78808 


it  U  €t 


Increase 3490     Increase .  ^  1381 


Total  No.  different  Pupils  during  year , . .  98148 

1880 93700 


Increase  •  •  • ,, . .     4448 


Total  No.  of  Teachers  and  Licensed  Assist-  Winter  Term.     Summer  Term, 

ants  employed • 1824  1938 

1880..     1757  1861 


Increase  ...•.»••••••  67  77, 


3. — Proportion  of  Population  at  School,  &c. 

Winter  Tenn.        Smnmer  Tenor 

Proportion  of  Population  at  School 1  in  5.  1  in  4.8 

1880....   1  in  5.2  1  in  4.9 


Increase 1  in  111     Inc. *1  in  288 


Proportion  of  Population  at  School  during  year 1  in  3.9 

1880 1  in  4.1 


Increase....  ••.. •, •..  1  in  87 

No.  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an  average 

for  time  in  session •••  43847  43075 

1880  41785  43375 


a  M 


Increase •  •  •  •     2062     Decrease.  •  300 


* 

4 

i 


EDUCATION — superintendent's  REPORT.  iii 


No.  Pupils  daily  present  on  full  term  average  41200  40288 

1880..   3921 C  40509 

Increase 1984  Decrease  • .   221 

Percentage  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an  aver- 
age for  time  Schools  were  in  session.     56.6  53.7 

1880..     56.4  55. 


tt 


Increase .2    Decrease. .     1.3 


-r- 


Percentage  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an 

average  for  full  Term 53.2  50.2 

1880..     53.  50.7 


«  (( 


Increase ^     Decrease*.      .5 

Grand  Total  days'  attendance 4832927  4361049 

1880 4618143  4427490 

Increase 214784  Decrease   66441 


4. — Classification  of  Teachers. 

Academic  Grade  .    28  25 

1880 37  33 

Decrease 9     Decrease  •  •  8 

First  Class  (Grade  B)  Male  Teachers 261  241 

1880..       260  237 


tt  it 


Increase •  1     Increase . .         4 


First  Class  (Grade  B)  Female  Teachers  ....         51  53 

1880        41  50 

Increase 10  3 


Second  Class  (Grade  C)  Male  Teachers  ....  245  206 

1880  255  218 

Decrease 10  Decrease..      12 

Second  Class  (Grade  C)  Female  Teachers  •  •  543  601 

1880  512  688 

Increase •  •  •  •  •  31  Increase. .       IS 
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Third  Class  (Grade  D)  Male  Teachers 213  210 

1880..       191  190 

Increase 22    Increase. .       20 


Third  Class  (Grade  D)  Female  Teachers  • . . .       447  569 

1880      417  518 

Increase 30  Increase. .       51 

Total  No.  Male  Teachers 746  682 

1880 742  077 

Increase 4  Increase..         5 


it  (c 


«  i< 


Total  No.  Female  Teachers 1042  1223 

971  1157 

Increase 71     Increase..       66 


5. — Period  of  Service  of  Teachers. 


No.  of  Teachers  engaged  in  same  Section  . .       929  1130 

"     1880      912  1019 


«        «  « 


Increase 17     Increase. .     Ill 


No.  of  Teachers  removed  to  another  Section       582  554 

1880      544  536 


<(  <(  «  « 


Increase    38     Decrease..      18 

No.  of  new  Teachers 277  221 

1880 257  279 

Increase 20    Decrease  . .     58 

6. — Summary  of  Government  Expenditure  in  Public  Schools. 

Winter  Term.  Summer  Term. 

(Jornmon  Schools $72899  96  $75273  64 

"    1880 70375  34  73118  68 

Increase $2524  62    Increase . .    $2154  96 
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County  Academies « $    5457  00 

1880 6600  00 


C(  « 


Decrease $     1143  00 


Government  Expenditure  Assignable  to  Counties $153630  50 

1880  ...  150093  92 


Increase $    3536  58 


Inspection  of  Schools    $11200  00 

1880 11200  00 


Examination  of  Teachers $    601  68 

1880 683  44 


Decrease  • $        81  76 


Miscellaneous $    5161  62 

1880 7046  09 


Decrea.se $     1884  47 


Government  Expenditure  not  Assignable  to  Counties  . .  •  .$  16963  30 

1880     18929  58 


U  ((  ((  tt 


De2rease $    1966  23 


Total  Government  Expenditure  in  aid  of  Public  Schools. $  170593  80 

"   1880.  169023  45 


Increase $     1570  35 


Total  Government  Expenditure  for  Education $185518  80 

196217  98 


Decrease $  10699  18 


7. — Total  Expenditure  for  the  Support  of  Public  Schools. 

Government  Expenditure $170593  80 

Local  Expenditure — County  Fund $106695  CO 

Assessment  on  Sections  for  support  of  Schools  242182  54 
Assessment  on  Sections  for  Building  and  Re- 
pairs       43903  73 

392781  87 


Total  Expenditure  for  Public  Schools $563375  67 
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Tables  I-VIII  contain  the  statistics  of  the  Public  Schools.  They 
show  that  there  has  been  for  the  year,  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
one,  and  for  each  term  of  the  year  as  compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing term  of  its  predecessor,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  schools  in 
operation,  of  teachers  employed,  and  of  pupils  in  attendance. 

Sections  without  Schools. — There  has  happily  been  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  number  of  these  sections,  both  as  regards  the  entire 
year,  and  the  individual  terms.  In  1879-80,  sections  having  no  school 
during  any  part  of  the  year,  numbered  176;  during  the  year  just 
closed,  there  were  but  128  such  sections.  While  this  number  is  far 
in  excess  of  what  is  both  desirable  and  possible,  it  is  proper  to  observe 
that  a  considerable  proportion  of  these  schoolless  sections  have  little 
more  than  a  nominal  existence,  being  almost,  and  in  some  cases,  I 
believe  entirely,  without  inhabitants.  The  Counties  of  Queens,  An- 
tigonish  and  Yarmouth,  show  respectively  but  1,  2,  and  3  sections 
without  schools  for  the  entire  year,  as  compared  with  10,  6,  and  6  for 
the  preceding  year;  Cumberland  has  but  7  as  compared  with  19; 
Lunenburg  5  as  compared  with  25 ;  and  Richmond  7  as  compared 
with  13.  These  are  the  most  marked  instances  of  improvement  in 
this  regard. 

In  respect  to  the  number  of  sections  destitute  of  schools  during  the 
separate  terms,  the  comparative  showing  is  not  unfavorable.  For  th3 
Winter  term  such  sections  numbered  108  leas  than  for  the  correspond- 
ing term  of  the  preceding  year,  and  for  the  Summer  term  78  less  than 
for  the  Summer  term  of  1880. 

Number  of  Schools  and  of  Teacliers  employed  in  them. — As  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  term  of  last  year,  the  Winter  term 
shows  an  increase  in  schools  in  operation  of  76,  and  in  teachers  of  67 ; 
the  Summer  term  exhibits  corresponding  increases  of  66  and  77.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of  teachers  and  schools 
is  in  the  Winter  term  somewhat  less  than  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  sections  without  schools.  This  difference  points  to  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  departments  for  that  term  in  the  school  systems  of 
sections  having  more  than  one  school  in  operation. 

Attendance. — The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  registered  attend- 
ance of  pupils  from  1866  to  1880  inclusive: 


Ybars. 

1866 

1867 

1868 

No.  of  Pupils 

registerea  in 

Winter. 

45131 

61818 

,  . . . .       65983 

No.  of  Pupils 

registerea  in 

Summer. 

56017 
70075 
72141 
75523 
76237 
77235 
76496 
78260 
79910 
81878 

No.  different 
Pupils  registered 
during  the  rear. 

71059 
83048 
88707 

1869 

. . . . .       72756 

93732 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873      

74321 

74759 

....       70780 
, . . . .       70320 

94496 
92858 
91537 
93759 

1874 

1875 

72645 

,    .-.       76349 

93510 
94029 
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No.  of  Pupils 

registered  in 

Winter. 

No.  of  Pupils 

restored  in 

Summer. 

No.  diflierent 

Years. 

Pupils  registered 
during  the  year. 

18745 

77593 

82034 

94162 

1877 

80788 

83941 

l0O71O 

1878 

81523 

84169 

101538 

1879 

....       81640 

84356 

99094 

1880 

73978 

78808 
80189 

93700 

1881 

....       77468 

98148 

It  will  be  seen  that,  contrary  to  anticipation  expressed  in  last  year's 
Report,  the  increased  attendance  for  the  year  1880-1,  though  very 
considerable,  has  not  quite  restored  the  entire  attendance  to  the  point 
reached  in  1879-80.  Some  parts  of  the  Province  have  continued  to 
suffer  severely  from  the  ravages  of  diphtheria,  and  medical  authority 
has  been  unusually  active  in  attempts  to  arrest  its  spread  by  peremp- 
tory closing  of  schools.  Some  effect  on  the  attendance  has  also  been 
produced  by  a  scarcity  of  teachers,  that  is  to  say,  of  teachers  willing 
to  accept  remuneration  below  that  accorded  the  crudest  form  of  un- 
skilled labor. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  at  school  during  some  part  of 
the  year  was  1  in  3.9,  as  compared  with  1  in  4.1,  the  previous  year, 
an  increase  of  1  in  every  87  of  the  entire  population.  The  general 
average  of  the  Province  was  exceeded  in  tne  following  counties : — 
Yarmouth,  1  in  3.5 ;  Colchester,  Inverness,  Kings  and  Shelburne,  1  in 
3.6 ;  Annapolis,  Cumberland,  Digby,  Hants,  1  in  3.7 ;  Antigonish, 
Lunenburg,  1  in  3.8.  Cape  Breton  made  the  Provincial  average,  1  in 
3.9  The  following  fell  below,  Pictou,  Victoria,  1  in  4;  Halifax 
(County),  Queens,  1  in  4.3;  Guysboro',  Richmond,  1  in  4.5 ;  Halifax 
City,  1  in  5.1.  The  counties  showing  an  increased  percentage  of 
population  registered  at  school  are  the  following  in  the  order  of  their 
relative  increase:  Cumberland,  Hants,  Queens, — Inverness,  Pictou, 
Shelburne,  Victoria,  Yarmouth,  equal  —  Cape  Breton,  Colchester, 
King's,  Richmond,  equal — Antigonish,  Halifax  County,  equal.  Lunen- 
burg made  the  same  percentage  as  last  year.  Only  the  following 
show  a  decrease,  Annapolis,  Digby,  Guysboro\  Halifax  City. 

RegxdaAty  of  Attendance. — Tlie  subjoined  statement  of  the  half 
yearly  percentage  of  regintered  pupils  daily  present  on  an  aver^xge 
throughout  the  Province  the  past  three  years,  shows  that  in  respect  to 
the  important  matter  of  regularity  of  attendance,  little  or  no  prc^ess 
is  being  made. 

Winter  Term.  Summer  Term. 

1879 55.9  55 

1880 56.4  55 

1881 56.6  53.7 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  figures  do  not  do  justice,  in 
regard  to  regularity  of  attendance,  to  those  who  may  be  fairly  consid- 
ered as  attending  school  for  the  term,  inasmuch  as  account  is  taken 
in  this  calculation  of  many  present  but  a  day  or  two  at  the  opening, 
and  of  others  removed  by  sickness  and  death.  After  full  allowance  is 
made  for  this  consideration,  I  must  express  my  conviction  that  a 
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much  more  creditable  showing  should  be  aimed  at  as  within  reach  of 
resolute  and  imited  effort. 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  the  City  of  ELalifajc  falls  below  all  the 
counties  in  the  proportion  of  population  registered  at  scho(d,  she  is  far 
in  advance  in  respect  to  the  above  percentages,  having  for  the 
respective  terms  of  the  past  School  year  made  an  attendance  ol  75 
and  73.2  per  cent,  of  the  entire  enrollment,  as  compared  with  64.6 
and  65.5  for  Yarmouth,  68  and  60.1  for  Queens^  and  58.7  and  61.2  for 
Shelbume,  the  three  leading  counties  in  this  particular. 


EXPENDITURE 

The  total  Government  Expenditure  for  Elducation  for  the  year  was 
$185,518.80,  as  compared  with  $196,217.98  for  the  preceding  year,  a 
reduction  of  $10,699.18.  The  following^are  the  more  import^t  items 
in  which  there  have  been  decre&ses :  UoUeges  (including  the  Univer- 
sity of  Halifax)  $12,000;  Interest,  $1751.93;  County  Academies, 
$1143 ;  Special  Academies,  $300 ;  Office  Expenses,  $184.14;  Examina- 
tion, $81.76.  A  few  words  of  explanation  are  necessary  regarding 
some  of  these  items.  The  amount  charged  to  Colleges  represents  one- 
fourth  of  the  annual  grant  formerly  accruing  to  those  institutions 
under  the  Act  of  1876.  This  payment  (made  on  Feb.  1st,  1881)  com- 
pleted the  five  years*  grants  provided  by  the  Act  referred  to.  The 
Department  of  Education  was  not  charged  for  the  past,  as  for  previous 
year,  the  interest  on  the  County  Fund  loan  advanced  to  the  several 
Counties  in  the  month  of  May.  Hence  the  reduction  reported  in  the 
item  of  interest.  The  reduction  in  payment  to  County  Academies  is 
explained  as  follows :  Inverness  (previously  receiving  the  grant  for 
certain  select  Schools)  and  Richmond  Counties,  failed  to  qualify  for 
the  grant  according  to  the  existing  law  and  regulations,  while  the 
Academy  at  Baddeck,  Victoria  Co.,  was  entitled  under  these  to  receive 
but  $357  instead  of  the  maximum  grant  of  $600.  These  reductions 
represent  a  saving  in  this  item  of  $1443,  which  has  been  brought  down 
to  the  figures  given,  $1143,  by  the  half-yearly  grant  of  $300  paid  to 
the  Academic  Department  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  College,  organized 
last  summer  as  an  Academy  for  the  County  of  Antigonish  on  the 
request  of  the  Public  School  Trustees  of  the  town  of  Antigonish. 

The  only  important  increase  of  expenditure  has  been  in  the  grants 
to  Teachers,  viz.,  $4679.58,  all  others  together  amounting  to  less  than 
$100.  In  view  of  the  very  considerable  expansion  of  Education 
during  the  year,  involving  a  larger  number  of  teachers  and  schools,  tl  e 
increase  above  stated  is  moderate. 


EXAMINATION   FOR  TEACHERS'  LICENSES. 

In  Table  IX  will  be  found  the  statistics  of  the  last  annual  examina- 
tion for  Teachers'  Licenses.  The  following  summary  will  give  a 
general  view  of  the  results :    Total  number  of  candidates  escaminod 
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1881—742  ;  1880—802 ;  decrease,  60.  No.  applying  for  Academic 
License  (grade  A)  1881—4;  1880—5.  No. successful,  1881—2;  1880—1; 
increase,  1.  No.  applying  for  Class  1  (Grade  B)  1881—105;  1880— 
125  ;  decrease,  20.  No.  successful,  1881 — 50  ;  1880 — 45 ;  increase,  5. 
No.  applying  for  Class  2  (Grade  C)  1881—374;  1880—400;  decrease, 
26.  No.  successful  1881—145  ;  1880—79 ;  increase.  66.  No.  applying 
for  ClaSs  3  (Grade  D)  1881—258  ;  1880—273;  decrease,  15.  Of  the 
entire  number,  322  received  the  grade  of  license  applied  for,  461  re- 
ceived licenses  of  some  grade ;  281  failed  to  obtain  licenses  of  any 
kind.  The  corresponding  figures  for  last  year  were  210,  390,  412,  out 
of  a  total  of  802.  This  comparison  indicates^  a  very  considerable 
abatement  of  the  evil  of  candidates  applying  in  advance  of  their 
qualifications.  Of  the  candidates  who  obtained  licenses,  48  merely 
maintained  the  grade  held  before,  while  10  sank  to  a  yet  Tower  grade. 
The  number  of  licensed  teachers  who  worked  themselvei*  up  to  a 
higher  grade  was  136,  and  the  number  of  new  applicants  obtaining 
licenses  was  267,  as  compared  with  183  in  1880. 


PERIOD  OF  SERVICE,  SEX,  AND  SALARIES  OF  TEACHERS. 

During  the  Winter  Term  929,  and  during  the  Summer  term  1,130, 
Teachers  continued  to  teach  in  the  schools  in  which  they  had  labored 
the  preceding  term.  (.)f  the  287  Teachers  of  the'Academic  and  First 
Classes,  123  have  been  in  service  for  upwards  of  seven  years,  37  for 
upwards  of  five  years,  and  48  for  upwards  of  three  years.  Of  the  595 
Female  Teachers  of  the  First  and  Second  Classes  (Grades  B  and  C), 
169  have  been  employed  for  upwards  of  seven  years,  94  for  upwards 
of  five  years,  and  174  for  upwards  of  three  years.  These  figures  indi- 
cate a  decided  improvement  in  respect  to  the  continuity  of  service  on 
the  part  of  Teachers  in  the  higher  grades. 

In  relation  to  sex,  the  Teachers  in  the  Public  Schools  (striking  an 
average  between  the  two  Terms  of  the  School  Year)  stood  as  follows : 
Male,  714 ;  Female,  1,133.  The  corresponding  numbers  last  year  were 
709  and  1,064. 

The  average  salaries  paid  to  Teachers  were  higher  than  last  year  in 
the  case  of  Male  Teachers  of  the  first  and  second  classes,  and  of  Female 
Teachers  of  the  second  and  third  classes.  The  average  salaries  were 
lower  than  last  year  in  the  case  of  Male  Teachers  of  the  third  class, 
and  Female  Teachers  of  the  first  class. 

The  average  salary  throughout  the  Province  for  Male  Teachers  of 
the  first  class  was  $396.96,  as  compared  with  8302.93  in  1880.  For 
Teachers  of  this  class  the  three  highest  averages  were  Halifax  City, 
$656 ;  Yarmouth,  $520 ;  Lunenburg,  $473.  In  addition,  the  following 
were  above  the  average,  Hants,  $423 ;  Halifax  County,  $41 9 ;  Cape 
Breton  and  Kings,  $414 ;  Shelburne,  $410 ;  Digby,  $408 ;  Pictou,  $401. 

For  Female  Teachers  of  the  first  class,  the  highest  averages  were 
Halifax  City,  $445 ;  Hants,  $340 ;  Halifax  County,  $330.  The  general 
average  of  this  class  was  $293.92,  which  was  exceeded  in  the  following 
counties  in  addition  to  those  already  mentioned:  Pictou,  $308; 
Shelburne,  $305 ;  Yarmouth,  $303.    For  Male  Teachers  of  the  second 
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class,  the  three  highest  averages  were  Halifax  City,  $450 ;  Yarmouth, 
$402;  Shelburne,  $320.  The  three  lowest  were  Inverness,  $190; 
Victoria,  $192 ;  Lunenburg,  $209.  The  provincial  avera^2  was  $266.82. 
For  Female  Teachers  of*  the  second  class  the  three  highest  averages 
weie  Halifax  City,  $329;  Yarmouth,  $290;  Cape  Breton,  $247.60. 
The  three  lowest  were  Richmond,  $159 ;  Victoria,  $188 ;  Queens,  $194. 
The  Provincial  average  was,  $223.58.  For  Male  Teachers  of  tRe  third 
class  the  three  highest  averages  were  Halifax  City,  $396;  Digby, 
$245,  Shelburne  $240.  The  three  lowest  were  Richmond,  $130; 
Cape  Breton,  $138 ;  Hants  and  Inverness,  $140.  The  Provincial 
average  was  $192.52.^ 

For  Female  Teachers  of  the  third  class,  the  three  highest  averages 
were  Halifax  City.  $2G6 ;  Shelburne,  $189 ;  Yarmouth,  $179.  The 
three  lowest  were  Victoria,  $126  ;  Annapolis,  $140 ;  Kings,  $141.  The 
Provincial  average  was  $159.85. 

I  regret  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  while  there  has  been, 
taking  an  average  of  the  classes,  a  small  increase  ir  the  salaries  as 
compared  with  those  paid  last  year,  the  Teachers  of  Nova  Scotia  are 
ctill  more  poorly  remunerated  than  those  of  any  province  of  the 
Dominion  to  whose  st  .tistics  on  this  point  I  have  access.  Several  of 
the  Inspectors'  reports  allude  to  a  scarcity  of  teachers  as  one  of  the 
difficulties  experienced  in  the  administration  of  educational  affairs 
during  the  past  year.  Such  references  require  explanation.  There 
is  in  the  Province,  over  and  above  all  the  requirements  of  its 
schools,  a  very  consWerable  surplus  of  teachers  willing  to  teach  for  a 
fair  remuneration.  That  schools  should  be  temporarily  closed  because 
teachers  are  not  forthcoming  to  accept  wages  that  a  railroad  navvy 
would  refuse,  may  be  in  itself  an  evil,  but  assuredly  to  degrade  a  noble 
profession  is  a  greater  one.  Those  who  in  view  of  isolated  cases  of 
difficulty  in  procuring  teachers  at  a  minimum  of  remuneration, 
suggest  a  lowering  of  the  standards  of  qualification  for  the  profession, 
would  simply  intensify  the  forces  which  have  driven  from  it  so  many 
of  its  ablest  members.  To  myself  the  scarcity  reported  is  an  encourag- 
ing omen,  however  much  I  may  regret  individual  cases  of  difficulty. 
It  is  no  doubt  due  in  part  to  the  improved  business  tone  of  the 
country  making  other  callings  more  attractive  and  in  part  to  a 
diminution  as  compared  with  former  years  in  the  annual  increment  of 
new  teachers.  It  results  largely,  however,  I  am  assured  from  a 
revived  self-respect  in  the  minds  of  many  teachers  who  had  previously 
lent  themselves  to  the  breaking  down  of  their  own  profession.  The 
teachers  of  Nova  Scotia  have  it  in  their  power,  as  they  never  had 
before,  to  secure  decent  remuneration  for  the  services  that  they  are 
prepared  to  render. 


PROVINCIAL   NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

The  report  of  the  Principal  (Appendix  A)  will  be  referred  to  for 
detailed  information.  136  students  were  in  attendance  during  some 
part  of  the  annual  session ;  104  on  daily  average,  87  for  the  tirce 
sufficient  to  qualify  for  professional  certificates,  and  67  for  the  entire 
session. 


EDUCATIOlf— SUPEBINTENDENT  S  BEPOBT. 


The  Council  of  Public  Instruction  has  amended  the  Regulations  of 

the  Institution  by  providing  thflt  henceforth  attendance  for  a  full 
annua!  session  shall  be  an  essential  condition  of  eligibility  for  classi- 
fication, and  that  persons  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  Institution  shall  enter  at  the  beginning  of  the  session. 
These  provisions  went  into  effect  at  the  opening  of  the  current  session 
in  November,  1881.  The  time  had  beyond  all  question  arrived  when 
an  extension  of  the  term  of  professional  preparation  could  be  both 
fairly  and  advanti^eously  required.  The  attendance  at  the  present 
time  under  the  revised  regulations  is  highly  satisfactory,  while  the 
conditions  for  effective  work  are  such  as  they  have  never  been  in  the 
history  of  the  Institution. 


SPECIAL  AND  COUNTY  ACADEMIES. 

Full  statistics  regarding  these  institutions  will  be  found  in  Tables 
XVI  and  XVII.     1  subjoin  an  abridgment  of  these  Tables. 
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uonly. 


Since  the  publication  of  my  last  Report  I  have  visited  the  above 
institutions,  with  the  exception  of  the  County  Academies  at  Sydney, 
Baddeck,  and  Guysboro.  The  condition  of  the  excepted  Academies  I 
have  learned  through  reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Schools  in  whose 
Districts  they  are  respectively  situated.  "During  the  year  new 
Academy  buildings,  designed  to  accommodate  the  entire  Schools  of 
the  Sections,  have  been  erected  at  Baddeck  and  Sydney.     The  edifice 
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at  Sydney  is  exceedingly  elegant  and  commodious,  occupying  one  of 
the  finest  School  sites  in  the  Province ;  while  that  at  Baddeck,  almost 
equally  well  situated,  provides  excellent  accommodation  for  the  Schools 
01  the  town  and  such  pupils  of  the  County  of  Victoria  as  may  be 
qualified  to  enter  the  advanced  department.  The  rate-payers  of  An- 
napolis, I  have  learned  with  great  satisfaction,  at  a  recent  meeting, 
voted  the  sum  of  $8000  to  replace  their  present  unsuitable  School 
buildings  with  an  erection  more  worthy  of  the  name  of  an  Academy. 

The  Trustees  at  Sydney  having  provided  themselves  with  greatly 
improved  facilities,  are  strongly  urging  that  they  be  placed  in  a 
position  to  equip  and  conduct  a  Special  Academy  in  the  Educational 
mterests  of  the  island  of  Cape  Breton.  The  ratepayers  of  the  town  of 
Arichat  have  not  placed  the  Trustees  in  a  position  to  qualify  their 
Schools  for  the  Academic  grant  for  the  County  of  Richmond. 

So  far  as  the  work  of  instruction  performed  in  the  County 
Academies  has  come  under  my  own  inspection,  it  has  disclosed 
moderate  signs  of  improvement.  In  some  of  its  aspects,  and  particularly 
in  certain  localities,  it  is  still  hampered  by  difficulties  seemingly  well 
nigh  insuperable.  If  my  expectations  are  realized,  another  year  will  see 
our  Schools  provided  with  an  authoritative  programme  of  advanced 
work.  This  will  do  something  to  rectify  existing  defects, while  probably 
pointing  the  way  to  a  more  equitable  and  effective  mode  of  encouraging 
intermediate  education.  At  present  many  really  efficient  High  Schools 
receive  no  special  pecuniary  recognition,  while  even  the  honest  adminis- 
tration of  the  present  revised  regulations  cannot  deflect  the  County 
Academy  Grant  Irom  instijiutions  which  can  be  called  "High  Schools" 
only  under  the  principle  of  charitable  construction.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  a  system  involving  the  recognition  of  High  School  work  wherever 
done,  and  yet  doing  justice  to  enterprising  localities  undertaking  large 
expenditures  in  this  regard, is  quite  within  the  limits  of  possibility.  The 
character  of  the  work  done  in  the  Academic  department  of  St.  Francis 
Xavier  College,  which  has  since  last  summer  occupied  the  place  of  a 
County  Academy,  is  considerably  more  advanced  than  that  performed 
in  the  great  majority  of  the  County  Academies. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  returns  that  Pictou  Academy  more  than 
maintains  its  career^of  usefulness.  The  Academic  building  is  second  to 
none  in  the  Maritime  Provinces,  devoted  purely  to  academic  education. 
Three  University  men  devote  their  entire  time  to  the  conduct  of  its 
classes.  At  my  last  visitation  146  pupils  were  enrolled.  The  value 
of  the  scholarship  imparted  may  be  fairly  judged  from  the  manner  in 
which  its  pupils  sustain  themselves  when  competing  with  representa- 
tives of  other  institutions  in  the  entrance  examinations  of  the  various 
Universities  of  the  Dominion.  The  attendance  at  the  Yarmouth 
Seminary,  taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  it  has  at  its  head  one 
of  the  most  accompli%[ied  educators  of  the  Province  indefatigably 
devoted  to  its  interests,  shows  that  the  radical  reconstruction  of  the 
institution  advocated  in  my  former  reports  cannot  be  much  longer 
delayed,  if  the  institution  itself  is  to  survive. 
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COURSE  OF  STUDY  FOR  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  Council  of  Public  Institution  has  been  pleased  to  sanction  the 
following  course  of  study  (subject  to  a  few  minor  modifications  under 
consideration),  and  to  authorize  its  official  promulgation,  for  the  use 
and  guidance  of  school  officials,  at  an  early  date.  The  course  is  pub- 
lished as  matured  in  detail  by  the  Provincial  Educational  Association. 
It  covers  as  will  be  seen  simply  the  ground  of  Common  School  work, 
and  is  designed  to  be  followed  in  due  course  by  a  curriculum  for  High 
Schools.  It  is  hoped  that  most  schools  throughout  the  Province  will 
be  in  a  position  to  give  the  course  a  fair  trial  from  the  opening  of  the 
next  school  year,  in  anticipation  of  which  Teachers  and  Trustees  will 
be  furnished  with  due  explanatory  aids. 


PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA. 


CLASS  I  TO  IV.— COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

Oenend  Directions. — Under  all  claAses  teachers  are  expected  to  funuBh 
suitable  iDstruction  to  their  pupils  on  the  following  subjects :  Hygiene,  or 
the  science  of  the  laws  of  health,  with  special  reference  to  pupils'  own  p&ysical 
well-being;  moral  and  patriotic  duties,  in  accordance  with  Regulations  of 
Council  of  Piiblic  Instruction,  and,  when  possible,  in  the  elements  of  vocal 
music,  gymnastics  and  military  drill. 

From  the  beginning  to  the  end  the  attention  of  teachers  is  to  be  earnestly 
directed  to  the  important  end  of  training  their  pupils  to  the  use  of  correct 
forms  of  speech.  Distinct  articulation  and  purity  of  tone  are  to  be  cultivated 
by  vocal  training  and  dnll  in  elementary  sounds. 

The  physical  and  mental  health  of  the  pupils  should  be  conserved  by  pro- 
per intermissions,  fi*equently  recurring  changes  of  occupation,  and  due  atten- 
tion to  out-door  exercise. 

Class  I. 

(Grades  1  and  2.    Time  2  years.     Age  of  pupils  from  5  to  7.) 

Reading,  (1.)  Blackboard  or  Wall  Cards.  Primer,  Sounds  and  names  of 
letters.  Sounds  of  diphthongs  and  doable  consonants.  Use  of  full  stop  and 
interrogation  point. 

(2.)     Reader  No.  1.     Recitation,  twenty  lines. 

SpMng.     Words  in  reading  lessons,  both  orally  and  by  printing  on  slate- 

Language,     (1.)  Practice  in  stating  the  substance  of  oral  and  reading  lessons. 

(2.)  Practice  continued,    JHstinfpiiel^iny  bet^^n  Tiam(\innrdt  (i mi)   iiml 

nirft'nn«innnfi   (¥arhg)j  nnrl  bniwrpn  the  t?^^  ^o^nti"?  pni^n  r^f  n  nnnf^n^ft 

AritAmeiie.  (1.)  Ideas  of  number  developed  by  counting  objects  from  1  to 
50.     Notation  and  numeration  to  50.     Numbers  between  9  and  50  to  be 
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analyzed  into  tens  and  units.  Addition  by  tiDos  to  50.  Subtraction  by  ones 
and  by  twos  from  50  downwards.  Multiplication  of  2  to  12  times  2,  learned 
objectively  by  balls  and  lines. 

(2.)  Notation  and  numeration  to  100.  Roman  notation  to  XX.  Addition 
— results  not  to  exceed  100.  Subtraction — neither  number  to  exceed  100. 
Multiplication  table  to  10  times  10  by  balls  and  lines,  and  merooiized.  Ap- 
plication of  multiplication  table  to  simple  concrete  examples. 

Writing  atid  Drawing,  (1.)  Printing  aa  under  Spelling,  Drawing  straight 
lines  in  various  positions  and  combinations. 

(2.)  Printing  continued.  Drawing  lines,  angles  and  plane  figunes. 
Di*awing  plan  of  desk  or  platform,  indicating  position  of  objects  thereon. 

Oral  Lessons.     (1.)  Regular  solids   ()iesented  to  develop  ideas  of  form, 
figure,  surface  and  lines.     Ideas  of  place  developed — right  and  left  hand,  in 
front  and  behind.     Cardinal  points  of  the  compass.     The  human  body  named 
as  to  its  principal  parts.^  yiontg  analyypd   into  rftotH;     "         *^ 
Common  colors  distinguished  and  named.    ^cV*^*!-^-  ^v 

(2.)  Exercises  on  r^^ar  solids  continued.  Ideas  of  plaoe  further 
developed  ;  names  of  the  eight  principal  points  of  the  compass  ;  direction  of 
prominent  objects  from  school  house.  Common  animals  compared  as  to 
])oints  of  resemblance  and  difference.  S^wdy  of  plaii^  ofctuttuit  uuuUilllBll  f 
common  kinds  of  roots,  stems  and  leaves  distinguished.  Exercises  in  color 
continued;  tints  and  shades  distinguished^ — Common  ^"tttt  ""!'  minerali, 
rTTllertrfl,  nnrl  rtinfiiilil  iiiiiyB  wnd  Hifffirf*r^^«?  pv'"t^  '^\\*r- —  ^^.^ 

Class  II. 

(Grades  3  and  4.     Time  2  years.     Age  of  pupils  from  7  to  9.) 
Reading,     (3.)  Reader  No.  2.     Recitation  80  lines. 

(4.)  Reader  No.  3.     Recitation  40  lines. 

Spelling.  (3.)  All  words  in  reading  lessons  with  names  of  days  of  the 
week  and  months  of  the  year  (orally  and  by  printing  on  slate.)  Division  of 
words  into  syllables. 

(4.)  As  under  (1.)  Names  of  familiar  objects  and  terms  occurring  in 
various  lessons. 

Langtuige.  (3.)  Practice  in  stating  the  substance  of  oral  and  reading  lessoiia. 
Ordinary  uses  of  capitals  and  punctuation  marks  as  found  in  reading  lessons. 
Nature  of  noun,  verb,  subject  and  predicate  further  unfolded.  Adjective, 
adverb,  enlargement  of  subject,  completion  and  extension  of  predicate.  Sen- 
tence-building embracing  the  preceding  elements. 

(4.)  Practice  in  stating  the  substance  of  reading  and  oral  lessons.      Cttassel 

and  UUb  UkMUs  uf  irouis.     TnflA/>fjf^n  nf  nfiii^n  ftt>ii  jiiwiim /\nsljHllf  flbfl 

coi\si»iotion  of  simple  sentences.     Practice  in  defining  words  in  pupil's  own 
language. 

Geography.  (3.)  Physical  features  of  neighborhood  examined  and  deaoribed. 
Idea  of  Nature  and  use  of  Maps,  developed  by  plans  of  school  room,  play 
ground  and  section.  Description  of  the  general  features  and  important  jdaoes 
of  county  exhibited  by  a  map. 

(4.)  The  substance  of  oral  lessons  as  outlined  in  Calkin's  General  Oto^raiphy 
pages  IX  to  XII. 

Arithmetic.  (3.)  Numeration  and  notation  to  1,000,000.  Roman  notatioiL 
to  C.     Multiplication  table  completed.     Four  fundamental  rules  with  MqpU- 
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cations  in  concrete  numbers,  multipliei*  or  divisor  not  to  exceed  12. 
Special  drill  in  addition  and  subtraction.  Long  measure.  Avoirdupois 
weight. 

(4.)  Numeration  and  notation  extended.  Roman  notation  to  M.  Con- 
tinued practice  in  fundamental  rules  to  secure  neatness,  accuracy  and  rapidity 
of  working.  Square,  cloth  and  dry  measures.  Exercises  ia  reduction  as 
warranted  by  knowledge  of  tables.  Idea  of  fractions  developed  objectively. 
Mode  of  expressing  dm  pie  f met  ions. 

Writing  atid  Dravnng.  (3.)  Script  letters  on  slate.  Copy  Book  No.  1. 
Drawing  cards. 

(4.)  Copy  book  No.  2.     Drawing  cards.  ,^'  ~  ~    ~  "  -— ' 

Oral  Le89on8,  (3.)  Lessons  on  form^^^'direction,  distance  and  color  con- 
tinued. Study  of  minerals  continued*!'  Common  trees,  shrubs  and  herbs 
niT^nrl.  and  differences  in  their  roots,  stems,  leaves  and  flowers  pointed  out. 
Parts  of  human  body  and  organs  of  sense  compared  with  those  of  common 
animals. 

(4.)  Estimation  and  measurement  of  distances.     Colors,  primary,  secon- 
dary and  tertiary.     Tints,  hues  and  shadesrf^'iCconomTc  mmeralT  'of  No^ 
r"  Scotia  dioiipjgHiohpj  m>d  aawiftH  with  ngfli    .giiidjr^pf  plant  Jife  and  structure 


continued.     Species  of  several  genei-a  compared,  e.  g.,  red  and  white  cTofer, 
white  and  blue  violets,  rock   and  white  maple,  spruce,   fir  and   hemlock. 
Leaves — their   parts,  structure,   form,    base,   margin,   point.     Naming   and 
comparing  the  domestic  and  wild  animals  of  the  neighborhood  and  those  pic-  / 
tur^  on  charts,  taking  at  least  two  representatives  of  four  families,  e.  g.y, 
cat,  tiger,  lion ;  dog,  fox,  wolf;  ox,  sheep,  moose ;  goose,  duck,  swan.  // 

Class  III. 

(Grades  5  and  6.     Time  2  years.     Age  of  pupils  from  9  to  11.) 
Reading.     (5.)  Reader  No.  4,  part  1,  recitation  50  lines. 

(6.)  Reader  No.  4  completed.     Recitation,  60  lines. 

Spelling.     (5.)  Words  in  reader  and  terms  used  in  lessons.     Exercise  i 
dictation. 

(6.)  As  in  (5.)     Exercises  in  the  meaning  of  words. 

Language.  (5.)  Practice  in  reproducing  orally  and  in  writing  the  sub- 
stance of  previous  reading  and  oral  lessons,     ^iitt^*'  rf^*^g      Tnflioiinn  of 

gtraction  of  simple  and  pur*^  fiftDfUr^""'^  nnnf  nn^n 

(6.)  (Grammar  and  composition.)  Text  book  on  grammar  through 
etymology.  Analysis  and  construction  of  complex  sentences.  Letter  writing 
continued.     Oral  and  written  abstracts  of  lessons. 

Geography,     (5.)  Dominion  of  Canada.     (Introductory  text  book.) 

(6.)  North  and  South  America.     (Introductory  C^eography.) 
History.     (5.)  Chief  events  of  Nova  Scotia  history  (orally.) 

(6.)  History  of  British  America,  begun. 

Arithmetic.  (5.)  First  three  chapters  of  Kirkland  and  Scott's  Arithmetic. 
Gtimple  exercises  in  reduction  on  tables  previously  learned. 

(6.)  Chapters  4  and  6  Kirkland  and  Scott's  Arithmetic. 

Writing  and  Drawing.    (5.)  Copy  book  No.  3.    Map  of  Nova  Scotia. 


f 
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(6 )  Copy  Book  No.   4.      Drawing  Cards.      Maps  of  North  and   South 
America. 

Oral  Lessons.     (5.)  Extended  exeix;ises  on  lines,  angles,  planes,  figures  and 
r  solids.     Science  of  common  things,   e.   g.,   ventilation,    wind,   evaporation. 
^x.^^^  Ia¥Qotiga»ion  of  rocks,  stones,  sands,  clays,  soils,  minerals,  metals,  and  ores 
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of  neighborhood.  Plants  distinguished  as  flowering  and  non-flowering,  with 
analysis  of  flower,  seed,  leaf  and  stem.  Animals,  distinguished  as  vertebrate 
and  invertebrate.  Distinctions  between  insects,  fishes,  ireptiles,  birds,  mam- 
mals. 

(6.)  Science  of  common  things  extended.  Origin  of  soil.  Soils  examined 
by  mechanical  analysis.  Common  stones  and  ores  studied  from  specimens, 
e.  g.,  limestone,  gypsum,  granite  ;  ores  of  iron,  manganese,  copper.     Study  of 

plant  structure  extended  ;  flowering  plants  classified,  •~'' — -* 

Tiiiil  gymnnnpnmimr  "^"fltiyptogftBiGUo  plants  distinguished  as  mosses,  lichens, 
fungi,  sea-weed.  Study  of  animals  extended  ;  different  families  of  birds  com- 
pared as  to  structure  and  habits. 

>^-  /l^T-uu^cy^^  Class  IV. 

(Grades  7  and  8.     Time  2  years.     Age  of  pupils  from  11  to.  13) 

Beading.     (7.)  Reader  No.  5  to  page.     Recitation,  60  lines. 

(8.)     Reader  No.  5,  completed.     Recitation,  70  lines. 
Spelling.     (7.)  As  under  Class  III. 

(8.)     Prescribed  Speller. 

Grammar.  (7.)  Text  book  through  Syntax.  Parsing,  Analysis  and 
Construction  of  Sentences  continued. 

(8 )  Text  book  completed.  Parsing  and  Anal3rsis  continued.  Applica- 
cation  of  principles  of  prosody  to  metrical  extracts  in  reader. 

Composition  (7.)  As  under  Class  III.  (6.)  Simple  narrative,  Business 
forms,  Punctuation,  Division  into  sentences  and  paragraphs. 

(8.)     Dalgleish's  introductory  text  book. 

Oeography .     (7.)  Introductory  text  book,  completed. 

(8.)  Mathematical  and  Physical  Geography,  as  in  Calkin's  advanced  text, 
with  use  of  terrestrial  globe.     Geography  of  British  Empire. 

History,     (7.)  History  of  British  America,  completed. 

(8.)     Brief  History  of  England. 

Arithmetic,     (7.)  Kirkland  and  Scott,  completed. 

(8.)     Hamblin  Smith  to  Simple  Interest. 

Algebra.     (8.)  Definitions  and  Fundamental  Rules. 

Geometry.  (8.)  Definitions,  mathematical  construction  of  geometrical 
figures. 

Booking  Keeping.  (8.)  Day  Book,  Cash  Book.  Day  Book  in  form  of 
Ledger. 

Writing  and  Drawing.  (7.)  Copy  book  No.  5.  Drawing  cards,  outline 
maps  of  Europe,  A.sia  and  Africa. 

(8.)  Copy  book  No.  6.  Drawing  cards,  maps  of  the  Pravinoes  of  the 
Dominion. 

Latin.     (Optional,)  (8.)  Smith's  Principa  LaHna.     Part  1. 
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Oral  Lesftons^  (7.)  Science  of  common  things  extended  ;  e,  7.,  dew,  frost, 
Kprings.  heat,  the  thermometer ;  chissiticatiou,  location  and  industrial  uses  of 
minerals  of  Nova  Scotia  ;  study  of  plants  continued  ;  characteristics  of  a  few 
families  observed  and  described.  Insects — general ^chtssilication  and  special 
study  of  those  which  arc  injurious  to  agricidturo  and  horticulture. 

(8.)  Work  of  (7)  extentlcMl  to  include  im]>()i'tant  phenomena  susceptible 
of  simple  explanation  and  illustratioik  The  elementary  i)rinciple8  of  Chemical 
and  Agricultural  scienc(^  as  in  pre.scribed  primei-s.  »Study  of  minerals  ex- 
tended Investigation  of  plant  lift*  and  structure  continued  ;  methods  of 
grafting  and  propagation  of  best  varieties  of  fruit^s,  cereals  and  vegetables. 
•Stuily  of  animal  life  and  structure  contiuued  ;  characteristic  features  of  im- 
provetl  breeds  of  domestic  animals,  their  proj>er  treatment  in  relation  to 
warmth,  food  and  exercise.  . 

In  the  first  niporfc  of  tliis  Department  which  was  prepared  under 
my  direct  personal  supervision,  that  of  187S,  I  recognized  tlie  want  of 
an  orderly  and  harmonious  Conspectus  of  Studies  for  the  Schools  as  a 
serious  defi .ieDcy  in  our  sdieiiie  of  practical  instruction.  Subsequent 
observation  has  simply  strengthened  the  conviction  then  expressed. 
Much  of  our  scIkjoI  work  is  evidently  being  conducted  at  cross  pur- 
poses ;  it  does  not  rest  on  a  common  basis ;  it  is  not  directed  to  a  com- 
mon aim  :  its  results  are  not  fairly  comparable,  rendering  it  difficult  to 
take  not**  of  actual  [)rogre.ss  made.  Too  often,  even  in  schocds  under 
the  care  of  earnest  and  conscientious  teachers,  the  phenomenon  of  mis- 
applie<l  energy  is  painfully  prominent. 

The  organization  of  a  Provincial  Educational  Association  in  July, 
18S0,  enabled  the  teachinji;  profession  itself  to  take  into  consideration, 
in  a  definite  manner,  this  important  subject.  Embracing  their 
earliest  opportunity,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Association,  the 
teachers  of  the  Provinc*',  as  ory:anicaily  represented  in  tliat  body, 
agreed  tliat  in  their  judgment  the  time  had  come  when  steps  should 
l)e  taken  to  remedy  the  long-standing  defect  While  opinions  differed 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  unity  of  educational  effort  is  attainable,  and 
also  as  to  the  proper  character  and  proportions  of  the  elements  com- 
posing a  Public  Schotd  Curriculum,  perfect  agreement  was  developed 
in  respect  to  the  necjd  of  a  definite  programme,  according  to  which  the 
general  instruction  given  in  the  schools  should  be  directed. 
The  foregoing  course  embodit'S  the  results  of  the  earnest  and  patient 
labors -jf  a  Committee  of  the  Association,  in  which  the  Colleges  of  the 
Prmince,  the  Provincial  Normal  School,  and  the  Inspectoral  Staff,  as 
well  as  the  Schools  of  the  Province,  were  all  adequately  represented. 
The  course  formulated  by  the  foregoing  (^ommittee  was,  with  slight 
modifications,  adopted  by  the  Association  after  a  critical  considera- 
tion, not  only  of  its  general  features,  but  of  its  minutest  details. 

It  may  be  well  to  state  clearly  that  the  sanction  given  to  the  course 
by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  does  not  include  the  provision  of 
machiner}'  for  its  compuhory  introduction  into  the  schools.  It  is 
recognized  that  immediate  and  close  adherence  to  its  details  is  not  as 
practicable  in  some  localities  as  in  others,  while  it  is  believed  that 
there  are  within  reach  indirect  methods  effective  to  secure  for  it  a 
sufficiently  early  and  general  recognition  as  a  syllabus  of  Common 
School  Studies.     By  influentially  determining  the  scope  of  the  impor- 
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tant  work  of  school  inspection,  and  by  its  regulative  influence  on  pre- 
scribed texts  and  apparatus  as  well  as  on  the  scholastic  qualifications 
and  professional  training  of  teachers,  the  Course  will  do  no  little  to 
enforce  its  claims  to  regard  and  observance.  Besides,  there  are  no  facts 
to  indicate  the  probability  of  its  encountering  harmful  resistance. 
Being  itself  the  demand,  and  largely  the  work,  of  the  teachers  of  the 
Province  in  their  representative  capacity,  it  comes  into  operation  with 
a  strong  current  of  sentiment  and  sympathy  running  in  its  favor. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  direct  attention  to  the  Course  as  a  means 
to  the  great  end  of  broadening  and  improving  the  instruction  im- 
parted to  the  youth  of  Nova  Scotia.  Neither  the  fact,  that  it  has 
oeen  most  carefully  prepared,  nor  my  own  conviction  that  it  will 
prove  itself  an  instrument  of  new  life  and  power  in  our  schools,  need 
check  the  admission  that  a  few  years*  experience  of  its  practical 
working  will  beyond  doubt  suggest  the  necessity  of  some  minor  re- 
adjustments. Its  main  features,  I  am  convinced,  will  stand  the  tests 
of  time  and  experiment. 

• 

1.  It  is  based  on  a  rational  conception  of  the  scope  and  attainable 
ends  of  a  common  school  system.  Its  framers  were  convinced  that  it 
would  be  in  the  highest  degree  prejudicial  to  the  educational  interests 
of  the  Province  to  attemj  t  to  convert  its  schools,  primarily  designed 
to  impart  fundamental  instruction  of  universal  utility,  into  institu- 
tions furnishing  special  training  for  sj:ecial  pursuits.  Recognizing 
the  public  school  as  existing  for  the  general  good,  their  prime  aim 
was  to  make  it,  so  far  as  its  curriculum  of  study  is  concerned,  of  the 
greatest  possible  value  to  the  great  majority  of  its  pupils.  They  as- 
sumed as  a  fundamental  postulate  that  there  is  knowledge  within 
the  power  of  the  common  school  to  impart  which  is  desirable  for  all, 
so  desirable  in  fact  that  it  is  a  shame  and  a  national  misfortune  that 
any  of  the  future  citizens  of  a  responsibly  governed  country  should 
grow  up  without  it ;  and  that  it  is  the  primary  function  of  Common 
Schools  to  impart  this  knowledge,  whose  value  is  entirely  indepen- 
dent of  the  prospective  calling  of  its  possessor.  For  imparting  such 
knowledge  the  course  makes,  in  my  opinion,  juHcious  and  ample 
theoretic  provision.  To  have  proceeded  otherwise,  to  have  made  the 
interests  of  some  particular  pursuit  or  pursuits  the  controlling  prin- 
ciple, would  have  been  to  sacrifice  the  greater  for  the  less  without 
any  rational  prospect  of  securing  even  the  less.  On  tMs  subje|t  I 
may  quote  from  the  well  known  address  of  Dr.  White  before  the 
American  Institute  of  Instruction  on  the  subject  of  "  Technical 
Training  in  Schools  :  " 

**It  is  impossible  for  the  public  school  to  teach  a  tithe  of  its  pupils  the  pur- 
suit or  occupation  by  which  they  are  to  earn  a  living.  A  glance  at  the  list  of 
occupations  given  in  the  report  of  the  census  of  1870  will  satisfy  any  one 
that  but  very  few  of  the  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  occupations  therein 
named  can  be  made  part  of  the  public  school  course.  Of  the  one  hundred 
and  seventy-two  occupations  classed  as  *  manufactures  and  mechanical  and 
mining  industries,'  not  a  score  can  be  taught  in  a  school  shop,  and  but  few  of 
these  can  thus  be  taught  wit^i  any  efficiency.  The  public  school  would  make 
a  large  conti-act  if  it  should  undertake  to  train  its  pupils  to  be  bakers, 
bleachers,  dyei-s,  bookbindei-s,  brewers,  brick  and  tile  makers,  butchers,  can- 
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die  and  soap  makers,  carpet  makers,  carnage  and  waggon  makers,  charcoal 
burners,  cheese  makers,  cigar  makers,  confectioners,  coopers,  trimmers,  tan- 
ners, photographers,  distillers,  engineers,  gas  works  employes,  glass  makers, 
gold  and  silver  workers,  gunsmiths,  locksmiths,  harness  and  saddle  makers, 
hat  and  cap  makers,  shoemakere,  iron,  furnace  and  rolling  mill  operatives, 
cotton,  woollen  and  silk  mill  operatives,  steam  boiler  and  steam  engine 
makers,  tobacco  factory  operatives,  ii]>holaterers,  wheelwrights,  &c.  The  at- 
tempt to  teach  one-tifbh  of  these  and  like  trades  to  all  youth  would  exhaust 
the  pi-esent  resources  of  the  j)ublic  schools. 

"The  teaching  of  a  few  trades  to  all  pupils  would  ci*owd  these  pursuits  with 
workmen  and  reduce  the  conijHjnsation  of  skilled  labor  therein  to  the  wages 
of  common  laborers.  The  turning  of  the  pupils  in  the  public  schools  of 
cities  and  towns  into  a  few  channels  of  industry  would  glut  these  occupations 
and  leave  many  skilled  workmen  without  emj)loyment.  The  traiuing  of  nil 
tJbe  boys  to  be  carpentera  and  blacksmiths,  for  example,  would  be  worse  than 
industrial  folly.  Not  a  tithe  of  them  could  earn  a  living  as  hand-tool  me- 
chanics. Handif  raft  is  fast  disappearing,  ami  mora  and  more  mechanical 
work  is  done  by  machinery.  The  teaching  of  handicraft  in  the  schools  would 
give  nine-tenths  of  the  pupils  skill  which  they  would  never  use  in  after  life 
or  use  only  incidentally." 

While  holding  to  the  general  principle  enunciated  in  the  foregoing 
remarks,  the  gentlemen  to  whose  labors  the  Course  is  principally  due 
felt  bound  to  weigh  most  thoughtfully  the  question  whether  our 
Common  School  instruction  might  not  fairly  be  asked  to  do  much 
more  than  it  has  been  doing  to  indirectly  foster  and  ennoble  those  in- 
dustrial callings  by  which  so  large  a  portion  of  the  people  of  Xova 
Scotia  must  continue  to  earn  a  livelihood.  A  careful  collation  of 
facts  relating  to  our  ordinary  school  work  showed  that  beyond  all 
question  it  was  to  an  extreme  and  injudicious  degree  bookish  or 
literary,  leaving  untrained  and  undeveloped  the  very  faculties  which 
are  most  active  in  childhood  and  which  are  most  directly  related  to 
industrial  processa*^  and  pursuits.  The  high  educative  value  of  the 
neglected  studies  was  also  an  element  not  to  be  overlooked.  The 
Course,  therefore,  provides  that  to  a  large  extent  certain  elements  of 
technical  knowledge  which  are  of  general  application  and  utility,  as 
well  as  the  elements  of  the  physical  and  natural  sciences,  shall  hence- 
forth have  a  distinct  recognition  in  the  .schools  of  Nova  Scotia.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  observe  that  the  .scientific  and  technical  instruc- 
tion embraced  in  the  Course  is  not  of  the  formal  and  elaborate  char- 
acter suited  to  the  lecture  room  of  the  University,  or  the  laboratory 
of  the  School  of  Technology.  It  is  the  lower  preceding  the  higher, 
nay,  it  is  the  very  lowest  preceding  that  which  is  only  a  little  higher. 
Yet,  it  is  on  these  simple  Object-Studies  faithfully  carried  out  under 
the  directions  of  teachers  in  full  sympathy  with  both  youth  and  na- 
ture, that  we  must  depend  for  the  provision  of  material  by  operating 
on  which  our  projected  Schools  of  Technical  Instruction  can  alone  lx» 
made  real  blessings  to  the  country.  The  history  of  industrial  develop- 
ment in  other  lands  teaches  lessons  which  we  cannot  afford  to  neglect. 

2.  In  the  order  and  relation  of  the  prescribed  subjects,  regard  has 
been  had  both  to  the  normal  development  of  the  mind  of  childhoo<l 
and  to  the  proper  correlation  and  sequence  of  the  subjects  themselves. 
In  respect  to  the  amount  of  work  marked  out,  it  is  by  no  means  in- 
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tended  to  fix  rigid  limits  as  to  either  (juantity  or  time.  Circumstan- 
ces may  occur  in  wliich  studies  not  embraced  in  the  Course  may  be 
carried  on  collaterally  without  detriment,  or  in  which  the  time  allot- 
ted for  certain  subjects  can  be  extended  or  abridi^ed  to  advantage. 
In  determining  the  suggested  subjects  reference  has  been  had  simply 
to  educational  principles  in  their  general  bearing,  no  apprehensions 
of  danger  having  been  entertained  from  the  alleged  possibility  of 
•educatinir "  anv  or  all  of  the  youth  uf  Nova  Scotia  '*  above  their 
sstation, "  a  meaningless  phrase  in  a  free  Province  and  Dominion  in 
which  each  man  carves  his  own  station  according  to  the  extent  of  his 
abilities  and  the  energy  of  his  character. 

3.  A  practical  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Course  has  been  stated,  to  which  I  think  it  proper  to  allude.  The 
objection  has  been  urged  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  instruction 
contained  in  the  Course  implies  knowledge  not  possessed  by  many  of 
the  teachers.  I  am  free  to  admit  that  for  years  the  Course  will  ex- 
perience some  limitations  in  its  practical  working  from  the  fact  that 
heretofore  attenti(m  has  been  so  ^exclusively  devoted  to  textual  in- 
struction. But  1  am  1)V  no  means  convinced  that  the  measure  oF  fact 
embodied  in  tli^*  foregoing  objec!ti()n  affonls  ciny  valid  reason  for  post- 
poniuii:  for  a  single  year  the  introducticm  of  this  reform.  Schools  in 
charge  of  tt»achers  incapable  of  intoHigently  directing  object-studies 
will  b(\  in  iUi  absolut  •  sense,  in  no  worse  condition  l>ecau.se  other 
schools  (^njoy  benefits  whereof  they  are  destitute.  The  large  maioritv 
of  such  teach.ers  as  miv  be  deficient  in  this  ability  will  earnestly  set 
themselves  to  prepare  to  m-^et  the  new  recpiirement.  Those  who  will 
not  or  cannot  do  so.  the  profession  and   the   countiv  can  afford  to  lose. 

4.  As  1  have  already  intimated  the  Course  of  >Study  for  the  Com- 
mon  Schools  requires  as  its  supj)lement  a  Course  for  High  Schools 
covcrin<'^  the  ground  between  tlu^  Common  School  and  the  Collecje  or 
University.  It  is  important  to  Lcive  to  the  educational  operations  of 
the  Province  a  character  of  consistency,  solidity,  and  strength,  but  this 
is  (|uite  impossible  in  the  absencfv  of  unity  of  plan  and  method.  I 
may  observe  that  the  ('onnnitt^'e  of  the  Provincial  Educational  As- 
sociation at  present  eng.igecj  in  pc^feeting  a  scheme  of  High  School 
studies  with  the  view  of  its  ultimate  subnn'ssicm  to  the  Council  of 
Public  Instructiijn,  aret  aking  st»'ps  to  secure  if  possible  the  assent  of 
the  Faculties  of  tln'  various  (\)lh«;;es  of  the  Province  to  common  ma- 
triculation stan  lar<ls.  Till  this  is  ef^Vcted  our  High  School  Teachers, 
so  far  as  the  preparation  of  stu<K'nts  for  (/oUege  is  concerned,  must 
labor  under  great  embarrassment.  1  would  express  the  hope,  without 
I  trust  giving  offenc<^  to  any,  that  it  will  be  found  possible  to  settle 
this  mattrr  on  principles  which  will  afford  every  reasonable  inctmtive 
to  the  pi\>s('::ution  of  proper  High  School  studies  in  our  High  Schools, 
free  tl»e  Collegiate  Faculties  from  the  necessity  of  expending  their 
time  and  strength  on  that  which  properly  belongs  to  secondary  educa- 
tion, and  establish  harmonious  and  helpful  rela'ions  between  institu- 
tions whos«^  work  must  V)e  imperfoet  in  proportion  to  its  isolation. 
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Without  assuming  any  responsibility  for  special  opinions  expressed 
therein,  I  have  pleasure  in  directing  attention  to  the  Reports  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Schools  (Appendix  B).  It  has  been  wisely  said  that 
"  the  distinct  recognition  of  defect^  is  plainly  the  first  step  in  any 
process  of  reform."  All  suggestions  of  improvement,  therefore, 
whether  by  legislation  or  otherwise,  emanating  from  officers  having 
such  large  opportunities  of  practical  knowledge  concerning  the  matters 
of  which  they  affirm,  should  leceive  careful  hearing.  Several  of  the 
reports  refer  to  the  important  question  of  legislation  directly  tending 
to  secure  a  better  attendance  at  the  schools  and  rescue  from  illiteracy 
thousands  of  innocent  children,  the  victims  of  parental  ignorance,  or 
indifierence.  That  there  is  in  some  parts  of  the  Province  a  strong 
drift  of  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  a  legal  enactment  providing  a 
moderate  degree  of  power  to  compel  attendance,  is  beyond  question, 
though  the  embodiment  of  this  sentiment  in  equitable  and  effective 
legislation  is  confessedly  a  most  difficult  problem. 

I  desire  to  testify  to  the  general  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  the 
Inspectors  during  the  past  year  have  discharged  their  laborious  and 
responsible  duties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Honor's  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  ALLISON, 
Superintendent  of  Ed/ucation. 
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OOVBRMMENt  Alt)  TO  POOR  SECltOlM. 


TABLE   X. 
SPECIAL  GOVERNMENT  AID  TO  POOR  SECTIONS. 


COUNTY. 


Paid  by  GoTernment  orer  and 

above  the  Ordinary  Grants  to> 

wards  Salaries  of  Teachers  em> 

ployed  in  Poor  Sections. 


Winter  Term. 


Snmmer  Term. 


Annapolis    

Antigonish 

Cape  Breton    

Colchester   

Cumberland    

Digby 

GuysDoro     

Halifax    ^ 

Hants 

Inverness 

Kings  

Lunenburg  

Hctou 

Queens     

Kchmond    

Sbelbume    

Victoria   

Yarmouth    

Total  1881 

"     1880  

Increase  

Decrease 


SlOO 

68 

133 

101 

124 

67 

17 

117 

81 

114 

129 

98 

139 

31 

105 

15 

23 

92 


16 
30 
20 
22 
94 
57 
96 
57 
01 
56 
52 
54 
05 
01 
24 
76 
47 
31 


1551  39 
1338  09 


213  30 


8161  50 

94  21 

166  80 

165  11 

103  39 

51  36 

19  91 

152  92 

128  93 

77  15 

170  48 

57  98 

160  95 

105  04 

147  19 

21  37 

29  54 

67  69 


1881  52 
1666  92 


214  60 


Total. 


$266  66 
152  51 
300  00 
266  33 
228  33 
118  93 
37  87 
270  49 
209  94 
191  71 
300  00 
156  52 
300  00 
136  05 
2»2  43 
37  13 
53  01 
160  00 


3432  91 
3005  01 


427  90 


H)OR  SBCnOMS  —  SPECIAt.  OOUmT  AflX 


© 


TABLE  ZI. 
POOR  SECTIONS  —  SPECIAL  COUNTY  AID. 


HilH 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


No.  of  these 

Sections  haTing 

Schools. 


Winter 
TerniK 


Summer 
Term. 


Amount  of  County  Assessment  paid 

to  those  Schools  over  and  above  the 

ordinary  allowance. 


Winter 
Term. 


•  •  •  • 


Annapolis 

Antigonish     

Cape  Breton 

Colchester 

Cumberland 

Digby    

Clare  

Guysboro  

St.  Mary's 

Halifax,  County  of 

Hants,  East: 

Hants,  West 

Inverness 

Kings 

Lunenburg  &  N.  Dublin. 

Chester 

Pictou 

Queens     

Richmond 

Shelbume 

Barrington    

Victoria 

Yarmouth 

Argyle   


12 

6 

14 

11 

13 

6 

3 


17 
11 
18 
17 
15 
5 
3 


2 

2 

13 

19 

5 

7 

4 

9 

12 

8 

18 

21 

6 

6 

4 

3 

17 

19 

4 

4 

11 

15 

•      •      • 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

4 

6 

6 

3 

Total  1880 
1881 


u 


Increase. 
Decrease 


$83  94 
52  49 
96  d3 
81  03 
96  63 
41  41 
26  30 


Sommer 
Term. 


Total. 


$121  23 
85  64 
117  65 
109  68 
93  18 
31  42 
20  20 


14  96 

100  38 
30  86 
34  84 
75  86 

125  68 
49  24 
33  45 

107  12 
23  69 

100  79 


176 
154 


22 


214 
196 

18 


12  29 
18  07 
31  87 
60  81 


1287  64 
931  85 


365  79 


14  21 

149  01 
37  90 
59  79 
50  77 

165  65 
64  19 
27  92 

121  20 
30  51 

106  40 
6  97 
16  76 
19  19 
41  01 
24  47 


$206  17 
138  13 
214  58 
190  71 
188  81 
72  83 
46  50 


1604  95 
1141  47 


29  17 

249  39 

68  76 

94  63 

126  63 

291  33 

103  43 

61  37 

228  32 

64  20 

207  19 

6  97 

29  05 

37  26 

72  88 

75  28 


363  48 


2792  59 
2073  32 


719  27 


APPOETIONMENT  OF  COUSTY   FUSD — WISTBB  TEBIt 


APPORTIONMENT  OF  COUNTT  FUND  TO  TRUSTEES  FOB 
WINTER  TERM  ENDED  APRIL  30,  1881. 


HUNICTPALITIES, 


I'll 

Hi 


ill 


it 


Annapolia   

Ajitigoniah 

Cape  Breton   

Colchester  ........ 

Cumberland   

Digby 

CUre   

Quyslwrough 

St.  Mary'a 

Halifax  County 

Hants  East 

"      West    

Inverness    

Kings 

Lunenburg  and  New 

Dublin 

Chester   

Pictou 

Queens    

Richmond  

Shelbume  

Barrington 

Victoria 

Yarmouth  

Argyle     

For  the  Province  . . , 


243481 
184014 
339444 
306132 
200249 
125561 
74718 
98675 
62138 
339325 
11G496 
148611 
281442 
264787 
267138 

54771 
418148 
131221 
125695 
81453 
82131 
123543 
173607 
124449 


$1165  2581553  31 


018  34 
1540  83 
1290  59 
1484  92 

556  08 

272  12. 

631  70; 

247  27 
1379  S7    2717 

569  OOl  852 

570  40  1202 
1687  63  1824 
1208  61  2017 


13.58 
2423 
1837 
2035 
1032 

687 
1221 

469 


1138  32 

230  27 
1749  11 
318  87 
701  01 
369  34 
327  17 
725  02 
591  17 
378  33 


1849  45 
460  97 
3007  89 
1064  13 
1433  38 
580  01 
338  29 
973  98 
1083  83 
803  15 


S2718  56 
2477  00 
3966  23 
3127  04 
3320  26 
1608  72 

960  03 
1733  00 

717  00 
4097  00 
1422  00 
1773  30 
3512  00 
3226  35 

2987  77 
691  24 
4817  00 
1583  00 
2134  39 
949  36 
865  46 
1701  00 
1675  00 
1181  50 


.73 
.97 


1.08 
1.43 


.74 

.87 


.77 
.93 
.73 

.75 


4427229  20151  33  33313  75  53363  10   .88 


APFORTIONHENT  OF   COUNTY   FUND — SUMMER  TEBM. 


APPORTIONMENT  OF  COUNTY  FUND  TO  TRUSTEES  FOR 
SUMMER  TERM  ENDED  OCTOBER  31,  1881. 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


ill 


ly 


1.^ 

si 

s.le 
III 


AunapoHs   

Antigonish 

Cape  Breton 

Colchester 

Cumberlaiici    

Digbv 

Clare   

Guysborough 

St.  Mary's 

Halifax  County, . . . 

Hants  East 

'•     West    

Inverness    

Kings  

Lunenburg  and  New 

Dublin 

Chester   

Pictou 

Q«een3    

Richmond  

Shelbume   

Barrington 

Victoria 

Yarmouth   

Argyle    

For  the  Province   . . 


212937 
1G9S60 
29SI761 
298212 
255811 
123179 
80308 
89W3 
54670 
307199 
116957 
155435 
252879 
224221 

188999 

37867 
381202 
122297 
134487 
77177 
70043 
107200 
132848 
117910 


$1258 
1064 
1686 
1414 
1588 
553 
301 
547 
273 
1507 


1773 
1233 


223  94 
1887  81 
663  93 
863  40 
401  25 
352  22 
788 
566  30 
377  50 


81458 
1412 
2281 
1606 
1944 
1054 

658 
1232 

443 
2569 

815 
1092 
1738 
1987 
1885  39 

478  18 
2929  28 
918  71 
1277  27 
648  10 
560  98 
912  01 
1108  70 


»2717  29 
2477  00 
3968  40 
3020  92 
3532  03 
1608  20 
960  05 
1779  28 
717  00 
4077  00 
1422  00 
1773  30 
3512  00 
3226  35 

2874  03 
702  12 
4817 
1582  64 
2140  67 
949  35 
913  20 
1701  00 
1675  00 
1183  80 


4016584  21009  49  31721  01  53330  50   .95 


.80 
.70 
.77 
.98 
.96 
1.49 


.7S 
.75 
.7* 
.91 


.76 
.76 


EXFENDITtJBE  OF  OOTERNHENT  FUNDS. 
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TABLE  XVII.— COUNTY  ACADEMIES  AND   SPECIAL 

ACADEMIES.—  Continued. 


CAPE  BRETON   CO.   ACADEMY. 

Sydney  School  Section  has  just  elected  at  a  cost  of  $7500,  a  large  and 
handsome  building,  for  School  purposes.  In  it  there  are  eight  departments, 
30  X  30  feet ;  four  halls,  each  16  feet  wide,  and  eight  or  more  cloak-rooms  of 
convenient  size. 

CUMBERLAND   CO.   ACADEMY. 

In  addition  to  the  seven  departments  whose  returns  are  given,  two  Miscel- 
laneous Schools  are  maintained  in  Amherst  School  Section.  An  Assistant 
Tiuicher  with  a  separate  class-room  was  also  employed  for  a  poi-tion  of  the 
Summer  Term. 

QUEENS   CO.   ACADEMY. 

Twenty-two  pupils,  not  belonging  to  the  Section,  are  in  attendance  at  the 
several  departments  of  the  Liverpool  Acailemy,  ten  of  whom  are  in  the  High 
School.     None  of  these  pay  fees. 

PICTOU   ACADEMY. 

Elements  of  Natwral  Science. — These  subjects  as  well  as  a  few  others  ai'e 
taken  up  in  alternate  Terms,  e.  g.  Botany  in  Summer,  Astronomy  i^  Winter,  ko. 

Cricket. — Gymnastics  does  not  form  part  of  the  Curriculum,  '  The  students 
have,  however,  their  own  Athletic  Clubs ;  foot-ball  in  winter ;  cricket,  base 
ball,  and  lacrtsse  in  summer.  Fifteen  from  the  Academy  have  during  the 
year  taken  a  full  course  of  Infantry  and  Artillery  drill  as  Volunteers  in  the 
Pictou  Battery,  Garrison  Artillery,  in  which  they  acquitted  themselves  so 
creditably,  that  the  privelege  will  hereafter  be  always  open  to  a  limited  num- 
ber of  students. 

Prizes, — No  class  prizes  were  offered ;  but  the  students  matriculating  in  the 
University  won  prizes  aggregating  $1800. 

Xo,  of  School-rooms  and  Class-rooms. — The  ten  rooms  returned  as  such  in- 
clude/ottr  large  regular  Class-rooms,  Convocation  Hall,  Chemical  Laboratory, 
Museum,  Library,  Botanical  Laboratory,  and  Gymnasium,  (not  yet  com- 
pleted). The  rooms  not  yet  included  are  the  Principal's  Room,  Teachers*  and 
Committee  Rooms,  spare  rooms,  cloak-rooms,  Ac. 

Income  from  Rents,  &c. — ^The  $18,940  under  this  head  is  chiefly  from  the 
sale  of  $18,000  "New  Academy  Debentures;"  the  balance  being  from  the 
general  school  fund  of  the  town. 

A.  H.  McKay,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  Principal. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  INSTITUTION. 

(a.)    The  method  of  instruction  comprises  these  subjects  for  every  pupil. 

(h.)  The  Annual  Fee  is  $80  per  annum,  but  few  of  the  pupils  are  able  to 
pay,  the  total  amount  received  from  this  source  being  $901.28. 

A.  F.  WooDBRiDGB,  M.  A.,  Principal, 


BB  SUMMARY  OF  GOVEKNMENT  EXPENDITURE. 


TABLE  XVm. 

Summary  of  Government  Grants  for  Education,  18S1. 

Common  Schools $U8,1?3  50 

Normal  School    5,725  00 

Colleges 3,800  00 

Special  Academies i 5,400  00 

County  Academies * *  , , 6,457  00 

Inspectors'  Salaries     10,700  00 

"          Stationery,  Postage,  &c 500  09 

Office  Expenses,  Kegisters,  Register  Covers,  Stationery,  Postage. 

Expressage,  &c 1,033  87 

Salaries 3,000  00 

Travelling  Expenses,  Superintendent   400  00 

"               "           Normal  School  Pupils    727  00 

Examination .....; ^ 601  68 

$185,518  80 
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PART   III. 


APPENDICES. 


I.'  ■■■ 


APPENDIX  A. 


REPORT  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 

Sir, — The  total  number  of  students  attending  the  Provincial  Normal 
School  for  the  session  of  1880-81,  not  including  three  or  four  who 
remained  only  a  few  days,  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-six.  Although 
this  number  has  frequently  been  exceeded,  yet  on  the  whole  the  at- 
tendance last  year  has  been  more  satisfactory  than  during  any  former 
session.  Sixty-seven  students  attended  throughout  the  year,  as  com- 
pared with  forty-four  during  the  session  of  1879-80,  the  largest  num- 
ber previously  registered.  The  average  number  of  students  per  day 
was  one  hundred  and  two,  and  the  average  number  of  weeks  for  each 
student  was  twenty-six,  as  compared  with  twenty-one  weeks  of  the 
preceding  year.  Among  our  students  we  had  representatives  from 
every  county  in  the  Province. 

Five  of  the  students  held  grade  "  Superior,"  obtained  at  some  for- 
mer session,  of  whom  three  held  also,  on  entering,  a  license  of  Grade 
B.  The  attention  of  these  was  directed  chiefly  to  Classics  and  such 
other  advanced  work  as  is  required  for  Grade  A,  for  which  one  of 
them,  Miss  Newcomb,  competed  successfully  at  the  lats  examination. 

At  the  close  of  the  session  we  awarded  eighty-seven  diplomas — six 
of  grade  "  Superior,"  fifty-one  of  grade  "  Good,"  and  thirty  of  grade 
"  Fair." 

The  number  of  students  who  obtained  licenses  is  given  in  the  sub- 
joined table  as  eighty -seven ;  but  this  does  not  include  several  who 
were  examined  at  District  Stations.  It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  as 
showing  the  influence  of  the  Normal  School  on  the  educational  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  that  of  the  total  number  throughout  the  Province 
who  obtained  the  higher  grades,  A  and  B,  at  the  late  examinations, 
our  students  form  one-half,  and  of  grade  C  over  one-fourth.  It  may 
be  noticed  also  that,  as  .shown  in  the  Journal  of  Education  for  Novem- 
ber, the  Normal  School  students  ranked  high  at  the  e^^amination,  as 
compared  with  others  competing  for  the  same  grade.  The  four  who 
obtained  the  highest  average  on  the  "  B  papers  "  were  Miss  Cornelia 
Faulkner,  Miss  Clara  Kirkpatrick,  Miss  Sophie  Martell,  and  Miss 
Clara  Calkin. 

The  Governor-General's  medals  were  awarded  to  the  writers  of  the 
best  essays  on  the  prescribed  subject,  "  The  Ideal  School " — the  silver 
medal  to  Mr.  L.  B.  Hart,  and  the  bronze  medal  to  Miss  Clara  Calkin. 


principal's  report. 


One  of  our  students,  Miss  Jane  Fraser,  of  St.  Mary's,  Pictou  County, 
was  removed  by  death  during  the  session.  Miss  Fraser  was  a  very 
industrious  and  worthy  young  lady,  and  her  sudden  death  was  a  sad 
bereavement  to  her  aged  parents,  for  whom  much  sympathy  was  felt 
by  both  teachers  and  stuaents. 

I  would  gratefully  acknowledge  the  attention  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  my  Report  of  last 
year.  I  feel  assured  that  the  changes  which  have  been  made,  requir- 
ing a  full  session  as  a  condition  of  a  diploma,  and  admitting  new 
students  only  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  in  November,  are  emi- 
nently calculated  to  promote  the  usefulness  of  the  Institution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  B.  CALKIN, 

PrindpaL 
Normal  School, 

Truro,  Dec.  31st,  1881. 


NORMAL   SCHOOL. 


Students  of  Normal  School,  1880-1. 


Students  whose  names  are  marked  thus  *  were  not  examined  for  License  at  dose  of  Session. 


NAME. 


COUNTY. 


Normal 

School 

Diploma. 
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-I 


2^ 
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Emma  Ellis 

Maggie  McKenzie 

Lily  DeM.  Fumigalli 

*  Janie  Fraser ^  . . . . 

Charlotte  McKenna   

Lucy  B.  Copeland 

Sara  Findlay 

Sophia  Martell    

*Agiies  Cox , 

Henrietta  McLeod 

Isabella  Hamilton 

Jennie  A.  Coleman 

*Jane  Bruce 

♦Lillie  B.  Calkin 

Amelia  Bragdon 

Sarah  J.  Ryan    

Sophia  Sullivan 

*Wm.  L.  Hart 

*Edward  L.  Armstrong.  . . . 

Wm.  C.  Parker 

Norman  Beckwith 

Albert  Robblee 

E.  W.  Dunlop 

Wm.  C.  Cogswell 

Abner  Lewis 

Harry  H.  Eaton 

Thomas  D.  Peers 

Amelia  Haliburton« 

*Augusta  Palfrey 

Tenie  Mackenzie 

*Annie  Monteith 

Clara  S.  Calkin 

Lenora  Hamilton    

Jennie  Bell 

James  D.  Bissett 

Margaret  Newcombe 

*Carolyn  A.  Steadman 


Colchester, 

Victoria, 

Colchester, 

Pictou, 

Halifax, 

Cumberland, 

Halifax, 

Cape  Breton, 

Colchester, 

Pictou, 

Colchester, 

Kings, 

Halifax, 

Colchester, 


Guysborough, 

Hants, 

Annapolis, 


Shelbume, 

Kings, 

Colchester, 

Kings, 

Cumberland, 

Victoria, 

Annapolis, 

Victoria, 

Hants, 

Kin 

Col 


cnester. 


(( 


Richmond, 

Kings, 

Queens, 


Good, 


II 
II 


Good, 

II 

II 

Superior, 
Fair, 

Good, 

II 

II 


Saptrior. 
Fon&«r  Bewon. 

Fair, 

II 

Good, 


II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 


II 

Fair, 

Superior, 

Fair, 

Good, 

II 


II 


Not  dasiedf 

Superior, 
Fair, 

Good, 

II 

■npwior, 


C 
C 

c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

B 


B 
B 
D 
C 
C 
C 
C 


B 


B 
B 


B 
B 
B 


C 
C 
B 


B 
B 
B 
B 


vy 

"b  " 

C 

D 

C 

D 

c 

D 

C 

b 

C 

C 

b 

c 

c 

D 

B 

B 

A 
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PBINCIPALS  BEPOaT. 


NORMAL  SCUOOL.~{Continued.) 


Normal 
Sabool 
Diploma. 


III 


Augusta  C.  Robbins 
Adelaide  Maclean   , , 

Etta  Berry 

Cornelia  Faulkner  .  . 
•Ida  A.  Parker 
Clara  Kirkpatrick  . , 
•Esther  Fletcher  . . . 
Burgess  McMahon  . . 

George  \V.  Alk-ti 

Louise  K.  Fletcher. . 
May  Archibald 
Minerva  McNutt.  .. 
AJice  Creelman.    . . . 
Mary  E.  Lindsay .  . . 

"Christina  Bell 

Kate  JJaflge 

Achsah  Pickles 

Bessie  Worthylake . . 

Susan  Crosby 

Annie  Hunter 

Bessie  Bland    

Bessie  Heckman. . . . 
Meleta  McColough . , 
Jennie  Webster  .... 

Carrie  Corbett 

Elnia  Vickeiy 

"Annie  B.  Craig .... 

Maude  Reid 

Alice  Smith 

"Clara  Dickie 

Laura  B.  Balcom 
Emma  A.  Murray   . . 
Emma  H.  Allan  .... 

"Alice  Pitblado 

•Minnie  B.  McCurdy 
Lillie  Archibald  . , , . 
James  A.  Mahon. . . . 
Ella  M.  Murray  .... 

Cora  Eaton       

Addie  Archibald .... 
Carrie  E.  Oulcman. . 
Blanche  Laurence  .  . . 
Ellen  Creelman  . . . 
Ernest  Thompson   . . 


Yarmouth, 
Pictou, 

Colchester, 

Kings, 
Colcn  ester. 

Kings, 
Yarmouth, 

Colchester, 


P.  KL 
Lunenburg, 


Yarmouth, 
Victoria, 

Colchester, 
Lunenburg, 
Colchester, 

CumVjerland, 


Annapolis, 
Colchester, 
Yarmouth, 
Colchester, 


Halifax, 
Colchester, 


Superior, 
Good, 


Superior, 
Not  cUued, 
Superior, 
Good, 


Kings, 


Colchester, 
Halifax, 


Fair, 
Good, 


Good, 
Fair, 
Good, 


Fair, 
Good, 
Fair, 


Notcluud, 
Good, 

Not  clawed. 

Good, 
Fair, 


NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


NORMAL  SCEOOL.-{ConHnued.) 
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NAME. 


County. 


Normal 

School 

Diploma. 
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Fletcher  Best 

Laurence  Shafner   

Samuel  Leek , 

Charles  Miller 

Alfred  Lo^an 

Charles  King 

Wm.  Ringer 

*Ella  Elderkin 

Mary  J.  Cuttle 

Daniel  LeBlanc 

Maggie  E.  Dickie 

Louise  Maclean 

Maria  L.  McLeod  . 

Mary  E.  McKeen 

Laura  F.  Copeland 

Minnie  Miller 

Emma  A.  Oilman    

Jessie  Smith 

Hattie  A.  Douglas 

Ethel  L.  Wotton 

Marv  J.  Skinner 

Samuel  Lawrence 

Charles  E.  McElhennie  . . . . 

Lavinia  M.  Robertson 

•Maggie  J.  Nicolson 

*Lizzie  Rodgers 

*Melissa  Osborne   

Helena  B.  Crowe 

Albert  A.  Potier 

Ada  M.  Tupper 

Mabel  Scott 

Maggie  A.  McKay 

Nailcy  Christie   

Annie  Creelman 

Mary  R.  Grant 

Rebecca  Dickie   

Mary  A.  Pulsif  er 

Florence  Cox 

Lizzie  M.  Ly nds 

Annie  M.  Chaplain 

*Cynthia  Dunn 

♦Geo.  Whitfield  Coffin  . . . . 

•Alphonso  L.  Lyons 

Wm.  Murray, 


Kings, 

Annapolis, 

Colchester, 

Annapolis, 

Halifax, 

Annapolis, 

Shelbume, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

I>igby, 

Hants, 

Pictou, 

Cumberland, 

Kings, 

Cumberland. 

Halifax, 

Yarmouth, 

Colchester, 

Hants, 

Cumberland, 

Inverness, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Cumberland, 


.c 


Yarmouth, 

Halifax, 

Hants, 

Yarmouth, 

Colchester, 


it 
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(I 


Pictou, 
Colchester, 
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Halifax, 

Digby, 

Kings, 
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Colchester, 


Good, 
Fair, 


II 


II 


II 


Not  classedi 

Fair, 

Good, 

Fair, 


II 


Good, 
Fair, 


II 


Good, 


II 


II 


II 


Fair, 

II 

Good, 


II 


Fair, 

Not  classed, 

Good, 

Not  classed, 


II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
'I 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
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D 


D 


D 
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D 


D 


D 


D 


C 
D 
D 


o  a  s 

1.8 1 


3  o 


c 


D 

C 

c 
1) 
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D 

c 

D 
D 
C 
C 


D 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
D 
C 


D 


D 
C 
D 


C 

D 

D 

C  , 

D 

D 
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PRINCIPAL  S  REPOBT. 


NORMAL  SCH00L.-Y(7(m^mti^.; 


Clara  Densmore  . . . . , 
Catherine  McLeod  . . , 
Thomas  S.  Semple  . . 
*G.  Rettie  Chute    .. 

Frederic  W.  Cox 

Fannie  E.  Cox 

Margaret  J.  White . . 

John  W.  McKay 

Elizabeth  K.  Gibbons 
Waldo  E.  Murray.  . . 
♦Mark  T.  Shipley  . . 


Hants, 

Cumberland) 

Colchester, 


u 
tt 


Hants, 
Colchester, 
Halifax, 
Colchester, 


(C 


Not  classed. 
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B 


B 
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APPENDIX  B. 


REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICT  No.   L— CITY  AND   COUNTY  OF  HALIFAX. 

HiNKLE  Condon,  In8pectoi\ 

Sir, — Since  my  last  report  a  new  section  has  been  formed  in  the 
Western  District  for  tJie  accommodation  of  the  families,  nearly  all 
colored,  who  are  living  between  the  railroad  and  the  "  Twelve  Mile 
House"  property.  Hitlierto,  from  various  causes,  but  principally  from 
caste  prejudice,  these  poor  people  have  been  deniea  their  share  in  the 
school  privileges  of  the  County,  but  they  are  now  making  an  effort  to 
provide  a  school  house,  and  with  a  little  timely  help  wul  be  enabled 
to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  school  law. 

Four  school  houses  have  been  erected,  one  in  the  Henly  Section, 
Spry  Bay,  in  which  a  school  has  been  in  operation  since  May  1st; 
one  in  Lake  Egmont,  replacing  that  destroyed  by  fire  in  1879,  is 
now  completed  and  will  be  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  New  Year  ; 
another  in  Sambro,  where  they  have  only  finished  the  outside  and 
have  as  yet  made  no  arrangements  for  a  school  although  they  have 
been  without  one  for  }'ears.  The  house  in  Bedford,  costing  $1500,  is 
a  fine  building  and  well  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  the  place. 
This  will  give  us  graded  schools  in  the  following  sections : — Upper 
Prospect  with  3  departments ;  Herring  Cove,  2 ;  Bedford,  2 ;  Waverly, 
2 ;  Chezzetcook,  2. 

They  have  also  finished  their  house  in  Sober  Island^  and,  if  they 
can  secure  a  teacher,  will  soon  re- open. 

Several  others  have  been  improved  or  repaired,  so  that,  out  of  133 
school  rooms,  74  may  be  classed  as  good,  41  middling,  and  18  not  up 
to  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

No.  OP  Schools  in  operation. 

Winter  Term  1881 113 

•«     1880 106 

Increase , 8 
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Summer  Term  1881 121 

1880 106 


Increase 16 

Pupils  Registered 

Winter  Term  1881     5121 

1880 4707 

Increase 414 

Summer.Term  1881  5140 

1880 5001 

Increase 189 

No.  OF  Pupils  in  Attendance  during  the  Year. 

No.  of  Pupils  in  attendance  1881    6287 

••  •'  »•        1880    6202 

Increase , 85 

Grand  total  days  of  attendance  1881 646524 

1880 602586 

Increase 43938 

No.  of  Sections  without  Schools,  1880   37 

••  1881    30 

Decrease 7 

Summer  Term  1880 30 

1881 22 

Decrease 8 

Teachers  and  Grades. 

A.        B.        C.        D. 

Winter  Term   1         11        62        42 

Svmmer  Term 0         11        63        6» 

Thus,  as  compared  with  1880,  we  have  made  fair  progress,  but  we 
could  and  should  do  much  better,  as  we  have  still  30  sections  which 
had  no  school  m  the  Winter  Term,  and  22  which  had  none  in  the- 
Summer. 
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Now,  although  there  are  some  poor  and  scattered  sections  where  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  maintain  a  school  in  winter,  and  others  where 
it  is  equally  difficult  to  have  one  in  the  summer,  yet,  since  the 
guarantee  of  $12.50  per  term  has  been  given,  irrespective  of  attend- 
ance, there  is  no  reason  why  any  section,  however  poor,  should  be 
without  a  school  some  portion  of  the  year ;  so  that,  according  to  mv 
judgment,  the  figures  should  stand : 

No.  of  Sections  without  School  in  Winter  Term   16 

•'  ••  Summer    •»      7 

During  any  portion  of  the  year  0 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  state  of  affairs  represented  by  these 
figures  will  not  be  much  improved  so  long  as  a  selfish  majority  can 
successfully  hinder  the  efforts  of  those  who  are  anxious  to  support  a 
school.  The  only  remedy  fi)r  this,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  lies  in  the  sug- 
gestion made  in  my  last  report,  viz. :  "  that  if  on  the  formal  applica- 
tion of  a  fair  number  of  rate-payers,  endorsed  by  the  Inspector,  the 
Superintendent  could  be  empowered  to  authorize  the  trustees  to  assess 
a  sufficient  amount  for  the  proper  equipment  of  the  schools,  a  serious 
injustice  would  be  averted,  and  the  provisions  of  the  law  carried  out." 

As  regards  the  character  of  the  work  done,  I  have  noted  in  many 
schools  a  marked  improvement,  especially  in  Reading  and  Arithmetic. 
These  two  important  subjects,  affording  such  scope  for  intellectual 
development,  are  taught  more  thoroughly,  and  one  result  of  their 
more  intelligent  treatment  is  shown  by  an  increased  ability  on  the 

f)art  of  the  pupils  to  deal  readily  and  with  accuracy  with  mlscel- 
aneous  question.^. 

The  number  of  good  teachei-s  is  decidedly  on  the  increase,  and  as,  in 
general,  those  who  have  had  the  benefit  of  Normal  School  training 
are  recognized  as  more  competent  to  organize  and  instruct  a  school 
there  is  a  growing  demand  for  them. 

As  an  evidence  of  an  awakened  interest  in  education  on  the  part  of 
teachers  and  trustees,  I  may  cite  the  fact  that  35  of  our  teachers  from 
the  county  attended  the  convention  in  Truro  last  summer,  and, 
although  they  took  a  week  for  the  purpose  in  most  cases,  I  have  never 
heard  of  a  complaint  from  parents  or  trustees. 

City  Schools. — The  exhaustive  report  of  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers and  my  notes  of  inspection  handed  in  monthly,  afford  information 
so  full  and  complete  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  any  further 
remarks  on  my  part. 

I  cannot,  however,  conclude  this  report  without  adverting  to  a  sub- 
ject which  has  been  one  of  deep  interest  to  me  for  years ;  I  refer  to 
the  importance  of  introducing  Drawing  into  our  Public  Schools. 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  prevail  as  to  the  necessity  of 
some  of  the  subjects  in  the  "  New  Course  of  Study"  forming  part  of 
our  common  school  curriculum,  there  certainly  among  educationists 
will  be  a  consensus  of  opinion  in  favor  of  teaching  this  branch  as  a 
practical  mode  of  expression  and  as  an  aid  to  industrial  art.  I  would 
therefore  suggest  that  arrangements  be  made  with  the  teacher  who 
has  Ihe  care  of  this  department  in  the  Normal  School,  so  that  a 
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specified  portion  of  time  may  be  spent  in  this  city  giving  instruction 
in  the  art  to  our  teachers,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to^  introduce 
drawing  as  a  regular  part  of  our  school  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.   CONDON. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Edwcation. 


DISTRICT  No.   2— LUNENBURG   AND  QUEENS. 

Thomas  R.  Pattillo,  A.  M.,  Inspector. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief  report  of  the  schools 
and  school  work  in  District  No.  2  for  the  year  which  ended  Oct.  31, 
1881  :— 

Sections, — The  number  of  sections  in  my  district  remains  the  same 
as  when  last  reported,  although  Nos.  80  and  93  (Lunenburg)  have  been 
united,  and  No.  83  has  been  divided.  There  are  134  sections  in 
Lunenburg  County  and  42  in  Queens.  Of  the  former  115  have  build- 
ings more  or  less  suitable  for  school  purposes,  in  which  110  schools 
were  kept  some  portion  of  the  year.  Ten  (10)  of  the  remaining  19 
are  erecting  school  houses  in  various  stages  of  progress,  all  of  which 
are  expected  to  be  ready  for  use  in  1882.  Of  the  42  in  Queens,  41 
had  school  some  part  of  the  year.  The  exceptional  one  is  a  very  poor 
and  scattered  section  with  few  pupils.  It  was  in  debt  to  a  former 
teacher  with  whom  the  rate-payers  wished  to  settle,  before  assuming 
further  obligations.  Nine  (9)  of  the  sections  in  this  district  are  on 
islands — one  8  miles  from  the  main  land,  a  second  5,  and  a  third  4.  I 
had  a  narrow  escape  from  foundering  in  my  boat  in  Chester  Bay 
when  returning  from  my  last  vLsit  to  the  most  distant  one. 

School  Houses. — Six  (6)  sections  completed  the  school  houses  re* 
ported  in  1880  as  being  built,  and  opened  them  in  May  last.  Seven 
(7)  others  erected  new  ones  during  the  year  and  are  now  occupying 
them — four  (4)  enlarged  the  old  buildings,  while  several  made  more 
or  less  extensive  repairs.  Ten  (10)  others,  as  previously  stated,  have 
buildings  in  course  of  erection.  The  most  gratifying  feature  to  my- 
self in  the  foregoing  outline  of  sectional  work  and  improvements,  is 
the  fact  that  schools  were  opened  for  the  first  time  unaer  the  present 
law  in  eight  (8)  of  the  sections.  Most  of  the  buildings  were  thoroughly 
cleansed  during  vacation,  or  shortly  afterwards.  Last  year  this  was 
refjuired  to  be  done ;  this  season  the  trustees  had  it  done  voluntarily. 

Four  sections  were  required  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
Lunenburg  and  New  Dublin  District  to  provide  increassd  accommo- 
dation for  the  large  number  of  children  within  their  limits.  Three 
responded  to  this  request.  One  is  enlarging,  a  second  is  preparing  to 
buUd,  having  made  a  generous  appropriation  at  the  last  annual  meet- 
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ing  for  that  purpose,  while  the  third  voted  a  sum  sufficient  to  make 
their  building  much  larger  and  have  graded  schools.  The  fourth  ha» 
not  yet  moved  in  the  matter,  although  the  best  situated  in  every 
respect  to  comply  with  so  reasonable  a  request. 

Uutbuildinga. — All  sections  that  were  not  provided  with  outbuild- 
ings were  potified  when  the  raevnoSy  were  issued  in  May,  that  unless 
they  were  furnished  during  the  term,  or  provision  made  at  the 
annual  meeting  to  have  them  built,  they  would  be  reported  against. 
Many  supplied  them,  others  made  appropriations  for  tnat  imrpose  in 
September,  and  a  few  are  heedless.  They  will  probably  be  aroused 
when  they  find  their  sections  left  off  the  appropriation  list.  I  dislike 
extreme  measures,  but  some  trustees  cannot  and  will  not  be  reached 
or  moved  by  any  other. 

Furniture, — The  advanced  department  of  Mill  Village  School  was 
supplied  in  May  with  new  patent  desks  and  seats  (home  manufacture.) 
The}'  are  quite  equal  to  imported  ones  and  very  creditable  to  the 
manufacturers.  Four  (4)  sections  furnished  their  buildings  with  desks 
of  the  Dawson  pattern,  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  style.  Several 
others  should  do  the  same,  and  will  be  required  to,  unless  they  move 
in  the  matter  voluntarily. 

Apparatus, — Most  of  the  schools  are  supplied  with  maps — the 
hemispheres,  and  either  the  Maritime  Provinces  or  Nova  Scotia; 
several  have  ball -frames,  a  few  wall  cards,  all  bells  of  some  descrip- 
tion ;  but  a  dictionary  in  a  miscellaneous  school  is  a  rare  sight.  It  is 
almost  impossible  to  make  the  trustees  appreciate  the  necessity  for 
them.  In  three  (3)  instances  I  had  actually  to  force  the  trustees  of 
comparatively  wealthy  sections  to  provide  the  necessary  maps. 
Geography,  grammar,  and  history  are  considered  in  some  localities  in 
the  district,  and  these  not  the  poorest,  to  be  non-essentials,  so  that  the 
"  must "  has  to  be  strongly  '*  put "  to  obtain  the  requisite  apparatus, 
or  have  the  branches  permitted  to  be  taught.  This  opposition,  I  am 
happy  to  find,  is  gradually  passing  away. 

Attendance, — In  Lunenburg  County  6226  different  pupils  were  in 
the  schools,  or  1  in  3.86  of  the  population,  a  slight  increase  over  last 
year.  In  Queens  2428  different  ones  were  enrolled,  or  1  in  4.34  of  its 
population,  a  gain  of  258  over  1880.  The  scarcity  of  teachers  in  the 
district  prevented  a  number  of  sections  having  schools  that  desired  to. 
This  want  seriously  affected  the  grand  total  attendance  in  certain 
parts  of  Lunenburg  Co.  The  poor  and  scattered  sections  were  pro- 
vided for  by  the  granting  of  permissive  licenses  to  persons  to  teacn  in 
them,  who  were  preparing  for  examination  in  July  last,  which  over- 
came the  difficulty  partially. 

Trustees. — I  am  pleased  to  report  that  many  of  these  officials  are 
quite  anxious  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  duties  of  their  office, 
and  perform  them  very  much  more  satisfactorily  than  heretoforer 
There  are  yet  some  very  indifferent  and  incompetent  ones,  but  these 
will  give  place  to  better  men  as  the  annual  meetings  roll  round.  The 
regulation  that  permits  the  selection  of  any  rate-payer  of  the  section 
for  a  trustee,  whether  present  or  not  at  the  annual  meeting,  is  work- 
ing admirably,  not  only  in  respect  to  the  qualifications  of  these 
officials,  but  in  the  manner  in  which  the  business  is  performed  and 
the  meetings  conducted 
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Teachers. — Several  of  the  teachers,  trained  and  untrained,  have 
done  excellent  work.  Their  classes  are  systematically  taught,  and 
the  schools  are  models  of  good  order.  Many  others  have  labored 
energetically,  with  varied  success,  according  to  their  attainments,  pro- 
fessional skill  and  preparation  for  school  work. 

A  few  are  attempting  to  teach  who  have  certainly  missed  their  call^ 
ing.  These  would  conier  relief  on  myself  and  benefit  on  the  cause  of 
education  by  devoting  themselves  to  domestic  duties. 

These  incompetent  ones  would  be  easily  removed  were  all  teachers 
required  to  hold  a  Normal  School  Diploma  after  one  year  s  service. 
This  would  give  those  really  wishing  to  engage  in  teaching  as  a  pro- 
fession, the  means  of  qualifying  themselves  at  the  Provincial  Normal 
School.  I  noticed  that  those  of  the  untrained  teachers  who  read  the 
"  Canada  School  Journal "  and  practised  its  suggestions  in  their  school- 
rooms, improved  much  more  than  others  in  their  methods  of  teaching, 
conducting  classes  and  giving  ^oral"  lessons,  while  thuir  pupils  were 
correspondingly  benefitted. 

Schools. — Taking  a  retrospect  of  the  labor  performed  in  the  schools 
of  No.  2  District  during  the  past  year,  I  may  safely  af&rm  that 
they  are,  as  a  whole,  in  a  much  more  prosperous  condition  than  when 
last  reported.  A  better  description  of  work  and  a  greater  quantity 
has  been  performed  than  last  year — and  yet  there  is  ample  room  for 
improvement. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  reading,  spelling,  writing,  and 
arithmetic,  while  geography,  grammar,  history,  book-keeping,  and 
composition  have  had  their  due  share  of  consideration,  either  in  text 
book  exercises  or  by  means  of  oral  lessons,  so  that  several  schools  in 
which  the  latter  branches  had  never  been  taught  had  them  introduced 
in  one  or  other  of  the  above  forms.  The  more  difficult  studies  have 
been  pursued  whenever  and  wherever  pupils  became  sufficiently  ad- 
vanced to  undertake  them.  Physical  exercises  have  also  been 
introduced  and  practised  in  many  of  the  schools.  Classes  in  reading, 
writing,  and  practical  arithmetic  were  conducted  by  me  in  a  large 
number  of  the  schools,  by  which  I  sought  to  introduce  a  new  method 
for  teaching  those  branches.  The  results,  as  seen  in  the  improvements 
in  the  different  schools  where  the  new  method  was  fairly  followed, 
has  been  most  gratifying  to  me  as  well  as  pleasing  to  the  teachers  and 
pupils.  There  is  a  large  number  of  very  creditable  readers  in  the 
classes  to-day  who  were  bunglers  a  year  ago,  while  the  copy  books — 
using  the  expression  of  a  teacher  in  reference  to  them — "  show  more 
improvement  in  a  fortnight  than  they  did  in  a  year  before."  Practi- 
cal arithmetic  has  been  more  generally  taught,  so  that  in  many  schools, 
where  not  long  since  the  pupils  were  unable  to  apply  the  principles  of 
arithmetic  to  the  solution  of  the  most  simple  problems  m  daily  use, 
they  now  work  them  quite  readily  and  in  most  instances  are  able  to 
give  an  intelligent  explanation  of  the  process. 

The  head  departments  in  the  Academies  having  been  honored  with 
a  visit  from  you  during  the  summer,  and  specially  examined  in  the 
various  branches  therein  taught,  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  make  a 
very  extensive  inspection  this  autumn.  Classes  were  heard  and  ex-* 
amined  in  Csesar  and  geometry  in  Queens  Co.  Academy;  and  in 
algebra  and  book-keeping  in  Lunenburg  Academy,  all  of  which  were 
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quite  satisfactory.  My  notes  of  inspection  will  furnish  my  estimate 
of  these  departments  in  the  winter.  Liverpool  Academy  was  fairly 
attended.  Six  students  from  neighboring  sections  were  pursuing  ad- 
vanced studies  there.  Lunenburg  Academy  had  not  so  many  pupils 
enrolled  in  the  principal's  department,  and  the  parents  do  not  seem  to 
fully  appreciate  the  value  of  such  an  institution  in  their  midst.  A 
public  meeting  was  held  in  October,  in  which  the  subject  of  more 
generally  patronizing  the  school  and  allowing  the  children  to  pursue 
more  extensively  the  course  of  study  there,  was  fully  discussed,  I  hope 
with  good  results.  The  examinations  this  autumn  in  the  four  upper 
departments  were  conducted  on  a  new  system.  A  committee  was 
appointed  at  the  annual  meeting  to  select  examiners  of  the  different 
classes  in  the  above  school.  Several  clergymen  and  former  teachers 
took  part  in  these  exercises,  who  expressed  themselves  pleased  with 
the  result  of  the  first  test.  This  will,  no  doubt,  have  a  stimulating 
influence  on  the  schools. 

The  other  departments  of  Liverpool  Academy  were  working  excel- 
lently— the  one  want  in  all  of  them  being  the  teaching  of  Object  Lessons. 
These  I  hope  to  see  introduced  the  ensuing  year.  The  corresponding 
ones  in  Lunenburg  were  not  doing  as  advanced  work,  yet  the  classes 
were  taught  faithfully.  I  think  the  difference  can  be  accounted  for 
by  there  being  more  trained  teachers  in  the  one  institution  than  the 
other.     It  is  my  opinion  that  to  work  up  the  departments  here  to  the 

Position  all  interested  desire  to  see  them,  professional  teachers  with 
iffh  ratings  should  be  placed  in  charge  of  them.  The  Preparatory 
Scuiool  has  hitherto  been  taught  by  a  male,  grade  B.  This  term  it 
was  placed  in  charge  of  Miss  Jennie  A.  Coleman,  holding  the  above 
grade,  with  a  Normal  School  Diploma.  Judging  by  the  wonderful 
change  made  in  this  room  already,  I  think  by  the  close  of  the  term 
trustees  and  parents  will  see  the  force  of  my  remarks  in  respect  to  the 
other  schools. 

The  graded  schools  have  been  doing  very  fair  work,  particularly  in 
the  advanced  departments.  The  most  of  the  primary  rooms  are  too 
much  crowded,  and  in  many  instances  in  charge  of  untrained  teachers. 
This  is  carrying  out  the  idea  often  advanced,  **  that  any  one  can  teach 
children."  There  ought  to  be  some  preference  given  to  those  teachers 
who  20  to  the  expense  of  fitting  themselves  for  the  profession  by 
attending  the  Normal  School,  and  that  I  would  suggest  be  done  through 
ths  graded  schools.  These  schools  will  not  occupy  the  position  the 
people  have  a  right  to  expect  them  until  so  managed.  At  present  there 
IS  no  inducement  to  teachers  in  this  district  to  attend  the  Normal  School 
— since  those  that  hold  the  highest  diploma  granted  there  have  often 
to  go  "  begging  "  for  a  position,  if  an  untrained  and  inexperienced  one 
can  be  obtained  to  keep  the  school  open  at  a  miserable  pittance  of  $25 
or  $30  per  term  and  board  at  home.  Bridgewater,  at  its  annual 
meeting,  decided  to  close  its  advanced  department,  which  was  opened 
in  the  new  room  in  the  winter,  and  not  permit  any  other  branches  but 
English  to  be  taught  in  their  schools.  This  is  certainly  a  retrograde 
movement,  and  I  regret  to  report  it.  It  is  a  matter  of  astonishment 
to  outsiders,  that  a  town  should  make  such  a  retrogression  in  this 
most  important  matter  which  in  every  other  respect  is  moving  on- 
ward to  prosperity,  with  "  Progress  "  as  its  watchword.    We  hope  the 


LUNENBUKG  AND  QUEENS  17 


rate-payers  will  see  their  error  and   decide  to  re-open  it  an  early 
date. 

Salai^ies. — With  the  exception  of  grade  B  male  teachers  the 
salaries  of  all  the  other  grades  have  been  reduced  from  6  to  25 
per  cent.  This  had  the  effect  of  driving  out  of  the  profession  many 
of  the  best  teachers,  male  and  female,  whose  places,  in  several  in- 
stances, were  filled  by  those  who  possessed  neither  tact  nor  experience, 
but  had  that  important  qualification  sought  after  by  many  trustees, 
of  working  for  nothing  and  boarding  themselves.  I  think  there 
should  be  some  legislation  by  which  all  sections  should  be  required  to 
make  a  local  effort  bearing  at  least  some  proportion  to  the  amount 
paid  them  from  the  general  fund.  In  several  instances  sums  have 
been  drawn  from  the  municipal  treasurer  on  my  certificate  exceeding 
the  salary  paid  the  teachers  by  10  per  cent,  and  even  26  per  cent. 
Such  sections  take  very  little  interest  in  their  schools,  and  it  is 
amongst  these  I  have  the  most  difficulty  in  introducing  important 
studies,  if  books  have  to  be  purchased  to  pursue  them. 

Retutms. — The  returns  were  very  correct.  Fourteen  slight  errors 
only  occurred  during  the  year,  and  but  one  was  returned  for  correction 
each  term.  This  is  a  wonderful  improvement  on  the  winter  term  of 
1880,  when  79  were  incorrect. 

Registers, — Eight  were  carelessly  and  untidily  kept.  The  others 
were  very  neat  and  accurate,  while  the  department  tables,  with  four 
exceptions,  were  properly  filled. 

Meetings. — During  the  year  I  held  upwards  of  twenty  meeting. 
Some  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  sections  and  providing  for  the 
building  of  school-houses ;  others  to  encourage  the  re-building  of  those 
that  had  been  condemned,  and  still  others  to  arrange  old  grievances 
which  had  closed  their  school-houses  for  a  long  time.  I  was  most 
kindly  received  by  the  people,  and  in  every  case,  but  one,  accomplished 
the  object  in  view.  Most  of  the  school-houses  building,  and  several  of 
those  built,  during  the  year,  originated  at  these  meetings. 

Suggestions. — 1  would  again  call  your  attention  to  the  unfairmess 
of  the  present  system  of  making  up  lost  time,  by  which  those  teachers 
forced  to  change  their  sections  at  the  beginning  of  any  term  are  pre- 
vented making  up  the  days  they  are  compelled  to  be  out  of  school.  I 
would  also  ask  a  consideration  of  the  method  proposed  last  year  in 
the  levying  of  the  poll-tax  for  school  purposes. 

Inspection. — The  serious  illness  and  death  of  my  eldest  daughter 
prevented  me  from  visiting  seven  sections  the  last  week  of  the  term  ; 
and  also  from  entering  as  fully  into  this  part  of  my  official  work  as  I 
desired. 

I  ask  reference  to  my  notes  of  inspection  for  particulars  in  regard 
to  individual  teachers  or  sections. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

::.  R.  PATTILLO. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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DISTRICT  No.  3.— SHELBURNE  AND  YARMOUTH. 

A.  C.  A.  DoANE,  Inspector. 

Sir, — In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  I  beg  res- 
pectfully to  submit  a  report  of  the  Public  Schools,  in  District  No.  3, 
for  the  school  year  just  closed. 

The  abstracts  and  tables  have  been  prepared  from  the  returns  at 
band,  and  furnish  it  is  believed,  as  correct  a  statement  of  the  statisti- 
cal results  of  the  schools  as  can  be  obtained  through  that  source. 

The  appended  tables  will  shew,  by  comparison,  a  gain  over  last 
year  both  in  number  of  schools  and  the  pupils  in  attendance. 

No  of  Sections 135 

Winter.  Summer 

No.  without  schools 26        26 

No.  Schools  in  operation 141      145 

No.  last  year 132      135 

Increase 9        10 

No.  pupils  registered 7079    6475 

No.  last  year 6769    6124 

Increase 310      351 

No.  of  different  pupils  for  the  year 8437 

No.  last  year 8010 

Increase 427 

Grand  total  days'  attendance 461640  403545 

Grand  total  last  year 453736  398078 

Increase    7904      5467 

Notwithstanding  that  in  several  sections  schools  were  kept  open  a 
half  year  only,  the  increase  is  sustained  throughout  the  year.  These 
numbers,  doubtless,  would  have  been  considerably  larger  had  not  the 
prevalence  of  diphtheria  prevented  the  attendance  of  pupils  or  tended 
to  the  closing  of  the  schools.  The  sections  without  any  schools  during 
the  year  are  mostly  those  where  the  settlers  are  few  and  much  scat- 
tered, and  the  means  for  sustaining  schools  limited.  The  half  year 
schools  are  partly  attributable  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  rate- 
payers at  the  annual  meetings,  and  the  electing  of  trustees  who 
coincide  with  their  policy.  The  minorities,  usually  those  most  in- 
terested,  are   thus   deprived   of   the   privilege  of   schools   for   their 
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^children.  A  measure  tendiiig  to  counteract  such  proceedings  at 
annual  meetings  seems  desirable,  especially  in  secti(ms  where  there  are 
ample  means  to  sustain  s(^ool  the  full  year. 

The  number  and  grades  of  teachers  are  as  follows ; 

Males. 

A.    B.    C. 

.Winter 3     18    14 

dn.ssiSLan irS    .*•••. ..k.  <•.. 

Summer   3     15    10 

Assistants    » 

It  will  be  seen  that  grade  B  includes  the  largest  number  of  males, 
and  grade  C  the  largest  number  of  females. 

New  school-houses  have  been  built  at  Maitland  and  Deerfield,  Yar- 
mouth County.  The  former  has  two  spacious  apartments,  suitable 
lobbies,  and  a  class-room  on  the  ground  floor.  The  walls  are  high, 
good  means  for  ventilation  aflbrded,  and  ample  blackboard  surface  is 
provided.  Patent  desks  and  chairs  are  furnished  for  each  room.  The 
building  is  situated  on  a  fine  plot  of  ground  near  a  grove.  Its  design 
and  finish  give  it  a  pleasing  appearance,  and  it  may  well  be  regarded 
with  interest  in  the  community  where  it  is  located.  The  latter,  built 
in  the  place  of  one  burned  last  winter,  has  one  school-room  and  two 
lobbies.  It  is  neatly  finished,  is  furnished  in  the  usual  manner,  and 
is  apparently  adapted  to  the  present  wants  of  the  section. 

A  large  building,  forty-five  by  sixty  leet,  has  been  erected  at 
Clarke's  Harbor,  Shelburne  County.  On  the  lower  floor  there  are 
three  school-rooms,  one  class-room,  and  capacious  lobbies.  Peabody 
desks,  good  blackboard  surface,  and  most  of  the  modern  appliances  for 
a  good  school-house,  are  provided*  A  basement,  in  which  the  children 
can  amuse  themselves  in  cold  or  stormy  weather,  extends  under  the 
whole  building.  The  house  stands  on  an  elevated  plot  of  ground, 
near  an  acre  in  area,  and  its  design  and  dimensions  give  it  rather  an 
imposing  appearance.  On  the  whole  it  is  very  creditable  to  the  sec- 
tion, and  if  good  teachers  are  employed  and  sustained  beneficial 
results  may  be  anticipated. 

A  small  house  has  been  built  in  the  new  section  at  East  Ragged 
Islands,  and  a  school  opened  this  term.  Peabody  desks  have  been 
furnished  to  the  school-houses  of  Sable  River,  Louis  Head,  Little 
Harbor,  Ragged  Islands,  and  Cape  Negro  sections.  Other  repairs 
have  also  been  eflfected.  Some  improvements,  both  in  fitness  and  ap- 
pearance, have  been  made  in  a  few  other  houses,  so  that,  in  general, 
the  school  buildings  in  this  district  are  either  in  fair  or  good  condition. 

With  regard  to  the  working  of  the  schools,  no  very  particular  change 
is  to  be  noted.  In  many,  discipline,  method,  classification,  and  appli- 
cation to  work  in  hand  are  always  evident,  and  a  corresponding 
improvement  manifest  In  others  the  condition  of  things  is  not  so 
satisfactory.  Something  seems  wanting.  In  one  visit  it  is  diflBcult 
sometimes  to  recogniae  where  the  defect  lies.  If  one  could  be  fre- 
quently present  in  an  informal  manner,  could  observe  the  classes  in 
study  nours,  in  recitations,  and  in  reviews,  and  could  look  minutely 
into  the  daily  routine,  a  better  estimate  of  the  true  condition  of  sucn 
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schools  could  be  arrived  at.  The  success  of  schools  depends  so  largely 
upon  good  teachers  that  unless  trustees  secure  Uiem  by  ofierjing  re- 
munerative  salaries,  the  best  educational  results  cannot  be  expected* 
Good  teachers  are  needed  in  primary  schools  as  well  as  in  advanced. 
Superior  elementary  instruction  from  well-informed  teachers  would 
very  much  lessen  the  deficiencies  frequently  noticeable  in  the  pupils 
of  advanced  schools. 

Registers, — These  are  better  kept  than  formerly.  Some  are  models 
of  neatness  and  correctness,  others  are  in  fair  condition,  while  a  few 
are  still  faulty.  The  faults  chiefly  consist  in  the  neglect  to  mark 
causes  of  absence,  and  to  add  the  columns  of  half  days'  attendance  and 
present  during  the  day.  Registers  are  not  always  preserved.  At  a 
second  visit  they  are  too  frequently  missing. 

Retwms,  Some  are  carefully  made  out.  Others  are  defective. 
The  required  answers  are  not  all  given,  and  the  columns  of  pupils' 
attendance  is  frequently  added  wrong.  One  serious  evil  is  the  neglect 
of  trustees  and  teachers  to  forward  them  as  directed,  thus  retarding 
the  preparation  of  the  government  grant  and  county  fund  sheets,  ana 
delaying  the  payment  of  the  public  moneys. 

The  subject  of  compulsory  attendance  of  children  of  suitable  ages 
at  school  was  discussed  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  School  Com- 
missioners of  Yarmouth  and  Argyle,  and  resolutions  recommending  a 
provincial  enactment  to  that  effect,  were  passed  unanimously. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  that  adopted  at  Yarmouth : 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  the  time  has  fully  ar- 
rived when  an  enactment  for  the  compulsory  attendance  at  school  of 
all  children  of  proper  ages  should  be  secured ;  and  that  our  legislators 
be  requested  to  take  action  in  the  matter  at  their  next  general 
session." 


A  corresponding  resolution  was  adopted  at  Argyle. 

The  same  subject  was  brought  under  consideration  in  several  sec- 
tions at  the  annual  school  meetings,  and  the  test  of  feeling,  by  vote, 
shewed  in  most  intances  an  earnest  desire  for  such  a  measure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.   C.   A.   DOANE. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  No.  4.— DIGBY  AND  ANNAPOLIS. 
L.  S.  Morse,  A.  M.,  Inspector. 

Sir, — The  following  report  of  the  state  of  the  public  schools  in 
!n8pectoral  District  No.  4,  embracing  the  Counties  of  Digby  and 
Annapolis,  for  the  year  ended  October  31st,  A.  D.  1880,  is  hereby 
ai.bmitted: 
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The  number  of  Sections  remains  for  the  year  as  last  reported, 
namely  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  A  new  section  was  formed 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the  District  of  Clare  in  June 
last,  to  be  known  as  Central  Section  No.  9,  the  action  of  the  Commis- 
sioners not  to  take  effect,  however,  until  the  beginning  of  the  ensuing 
year.  The  rate-payers  of  the  new  section  met  in  September  in  ac- 
cordance with  notices  regularly  given  under  the  law,  elected  Trustees, 
and  voted  money  for  building  purposes.  The  number  of  sections  en- 
titled to  participate  in  the  extra  grants  to  "  poor  sections"  on  compli- 
ance with  the  law  in  reference  thereto,  was  fifty-two,  as  last  reported. 
The  number  that  actually  received  the  extra  grants  for  the  wnole  or 
some  portion  of  the  year  was  twenty-nine.  The  other  "poor  sections" 
either  had  no  schools  or  voluntarily  forfeited  the  extra  grants  by  em- 
ploying second-class  teachers.  Seventeen  sections  had  no  schools  dur- 
ing the  year. 

In  most  sections  the  school  accommodation  is  quite  sufficient  to 
fulfil  the  demands  of  the  law.  As  before  reported,  the  deficiency  in 
this  particular  exists  principally  in  the  District  of  Clare,  among  the 
Acadian  French  population.  Several  sections  in  this  part  of  my 
Inspectoral  District,  which  should  under  the  law  maintain  graded 
schools,  are  content  with  miscellaneous  schools  registering  from  eighty 
to  one  hundred  and  fifteen  pupils  conducted  by  one  teacher  with 
sometimes  an  assistant.  Tiverton  section  on  Long  Island  is  also  in 
the  same  condition.  The  present  method  of  distributing  the  County 
Fund  will  have  a  strong  tendency  to  induce  the  rate-payers  of  popu- 
lous sections  to  support  graded  schools  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  section  70  of  the  Manual.  I  have  explained  to  teachers 
and  rate-pajers  of  such  sections  the  financial  benefits  likely  to  accrue 
from  the  maintenance  of  graded  schools  in  addition  to  the  vast  educa- 
tional advantages  of  such  a  course,  and  I  feel  confident  that  the  good 
sense  of  the  people  will  ere  long  induce  them  to  comply  strictly  with 
the  law  in  this  matter.  In  Clarence,  west  section,  in  the  County  of 
Annapolis,  and  in  Rossway  section  in  the  County  of  Digby,  new  and 
commodious  school-houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year.  In 
other  sections  repairs,  more  or  less  extensive,  have  been  made.  In 
two  cases,  on  my  recommendation,  the  Commissioners  of  Schools  have 
condemned  school-houses,  and  in  two  other  instances  the  furniture 
alone  has  been  declared  unfit  for  further  use.  On  the  whole,  gradual 
but  decided  improvement  is  being  made  in  this  particular. 

The  furnittire  generally  in  use  is  of  a  suitable  description.  In  some 
cases  proper  attention  is  not  paid  to  grading  the  seats  and  desks  to 
correspond  with  the  age  and  size  of  pupils ;  or  the  arrangement  is 
such  as  is  not  conducive  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  pupils  in 
the  performance  of  their  desk  work.  These  defects  have  been  pointed 
out,  and  can  be  remedied  easily  and  with  but  little  expense. 

The  supply  of  apparatus  in  most  schools  is  far  smaller  than  it 
should  be.  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  prescribing  certain 
articles  of  apparatus  which  are  consideied  indispensable  to  every 
school,  and  make  it  compulsory  on  all  sections  participating  in  the 
public  grants  to  provide  their  school-rooms  with  the  same. 

As  the  number  and  grade  of  teachers  and  assistants  employed  will 
be  found  in  Table  II  of  the  Statistics  for  the  year,  it  will  not  be 


22  REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS. 


necessary  to  enumerate  them  again.  The  remarks  which  I  have  made 
under  this  head  in  former  reports  are  to  a  great  extent  applicable  at 
the  present  time.  The  frequent  changes  of  teachers  made  by  many 
sections  tends  to  retard  the  progress  of  the  schools.  Rate-payers  in 
many  instances  place  too  small  a  sum  of  money  at  the  disposal  of 
Trustees  to  enable  them  to  maintain  an  efficient  school  throughout 
the  year.  In  these  cases  most  of  the  money  voteii  is  expended  for 
the  winter  school,  and  any  teacher  who  will  accept  the  small  balance 
remaining,  is  engaged  for  the  summer  term.  These  frequent  changes, 
coupled  with  the  small  salaries  gaid,  are  causing  more  teachers  to 
abandon  the  profession  than  otherwise  would,  and  at  the  present  time, 
notwithstanding  the  increase  consequent  upon  the  annual  examina- 
tion, the  supply  is  scarcely  equal  to  the  demand. 

The  teachers  as  a  class  have  been  laboring  successfully  during  the 
year.  A  considerable  number  of  them  have  been  doing  excellent 
work,  and  the  schools  under  their  charge  have  been  found  in  a  very 
satisfactory  condition.  Others  of  less  experience  are  improving  in 
their  methods  of  teaching  and  in  ability  to  maintain  discipline.  In  a 
few  cases  they  have  been  found  discharging  their  duties  in  a  per- 
functory manner  and  have  shown  but  little  aptitude  for  imparting 
instruction. 

The  advantages  of  a  Normal  School  training  are  not  generally 
appreciated  as  they  should  be.  Although  believing  that  teachers  are 
"  oorn,  not  made,"  observation  has  convinced  me  that  those  who  have 
received  such  a  training  are  as  a  rule  much  more  successful  than  other 
teachers  of  the  same  class.  While  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
branches  to  be  taught  is  essential,  a  training  in  the  most  improved 
methods  of  imparting  instruction  is  also  highly  important.  In  view 
of  this  fact  greater  financial  or  other  inducements  should  be  held  out 
to  teachers  to  take  such  a  course  of  training. 

In  many  of  the  country  schools  the  principal  work  to  which  teachers 
are  required  to  devote  most  of  their  time  is  the  teaching  of  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic.  In  quite  a  number  of  these  schools,  presided 
over  by  teachers  of  the  lower  grades  and  possessing  comparatively 
little  experience,  the  work  of  teaching,  pure  and  simple,  occupies  but 
little  time.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  regard  to  reading.  Enough 
time  is  spent  on  this  branch  to  insure  great  proficiency,  but  in  many 
cases  the  results  are  far  from  satisfactory.  Much  time  is  spent  in  hearing 
classes  read  and  but  little  in  teaching  them  how  to  read  with  due  re- 
gard to  punctuation,  inflection,  emphasis,  and  other  essentials  of* 
elocution.  In  fact  I  am  lead  to  believe  that  many  of  the  teachers  are 
very  deficient  in  these  points,  and  hence  are  unable  to  teach  properly. 
In  consequence  of  so  little  teaching  being  done  in  this  particular  by 
some  teachers  very  many  classes  are  advanced  too  rapidly  from  one 
reader  to  another.  In  view  of  this  defect  caused  by  want  of  proper 
knowledge  of  this  important  subject  on  the  part  of  many  teachers,  I 
would  suggest  the  advisability  of  prescribing  some  standard  work  on 
elocution,  such  as  Lewis'  "  How  to  Read,"  and  requiring  candidates  for 
examination  to  possess  a  comprehensive  knowledge  thereof  before  re«- 
ceiving  licenses  to  teach.  Before  passing  on,  however,  I  must  record 
my  high  appreciation  of  the  very  satisfactory  results  in  elocution 
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achieved  by  a  considerable  number  of  the  high  grade  teachers  within 
the  district. 

Arithmetic,  also,  in  some  schools  is  very  imperfectly  taught.  Too 
little  attention  is  given  to  black-board  exercises.  Pupils  are  allowed 
to  work  the  questions  with  the  book  before  them,  and  in  this  way, 
with  the  injudicious  aid  of  the  teachers  in  charge  of  the  schools 
referred  to,  go  through  the  arithmetic.  The  result  of  such  a  course  of 
procedure  is  frequently  made  apparent  by  the  inability  of  the  pupils 
to  solve  fair  practical  principles  already  passed  over  and  which  they 
should  understand.  The  reasoning  faculties  are  not  properly  trained, 
nor  thought  developed.  The  mathematical  works  last  prescribed,  and 
which  are  gradually  coming  into  general  use,  are  producing  a  change 
for  the  better,  and  causing  pupils  to  think  for  themselves  and  to  depend 
less  upon  rules  not  thoroughly  understood.  The  teachers  of  the  class 
referred  to  in  this  paragraph  are,  I  believe,  in  the  minority.  On  the 
whole  a  gradual  improvement  is  being  made  in  the  methods  of  impart- 
ing instruction  not  only  in  arithmetic  but  also  in  the  various  other 
branches  included  in  the  common  school  curriculum. 

The  attendance  at  school  this  year  has  been  no  better  than  formerly 
reported.  During  the  winter  term  no  less  than  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one  children  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of 
age  were  reported  not  ai  school  in  this  Inspectoral  District  in  sections 
having  schools,  while  the  percentage  of  enrolled  pupils  daily  present 
for  time  in  session  was  about  fifty-five  and  one-third.  During  the 
summer  term  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  children  between 
the  ages  named  were  reported  not  at  school  in  sections  having  schools, 
while  the  percentage  of  enrolled  pupils  daily  present  for  time  in 
session  was  no  larger  than  that  reported  for  winter  term.  In  view  of 
these  facts,  and  of  the  statistics  on  this  point  furnished  in  former 
reports,  I  see  but  little  prospect  for  improvement,  judging  by  the  past, 
unless  a  judicious  measure  for  compulsory  attendance  is  enacted  and 
wisely  and  firmly  enforced.  As  far  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  ascer- 
tain, the  enlightened  sentiment  ofrthis  part  of  the  province  is  in  favor 
of  such  a  measure.  The  necessity  for  an  enactment  having  this  object 
in  view  is  quite  evident. 

The  County  Academies  at  Annapolis  and  Digby  have  been  under 
the  control  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Lay  and  Mr.  Alexander  McRae,  respectively, 
both  experienced  and  successful  teachers.  The  attendance  has  been 
small,  and,  with  comparatively  few  excptions,  non-residents  of  the 
sections  in  which  they  are  located  have  not  availed  themselves  of  the 
advantages  offered.  The  standards  of  admission  have  been  fixed  quite 
low  in  order  more  especially  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  sections  im- 
mediately connected  with  them.  The  benefits  conferred  by  these 
institutions  under  present  conditions  are  mostly  confined  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Annapolis  and  Digby.  Pupils  from  other 
sections  wishing  a  more  extended  course  of  study  than  that  afforded 
by  the  common  schools,  prefer  attending  larger  and  more  thoroughly 
equipped  institutions,  especially  as  they  can  do  so  at  no  greater  ex- 
pense than  would  be  incurred  in  attending  the  County  Academies.  In 
view  of  these  facts  it  might  be  well  to  consider  whether  the  funds  at 
present  expended  in  these  Academies  might  not  be  employed  in  a 
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manner  more  conducive  to  the  cause  of  education,  in  assisting  to  train 
teachers  for  the  common  schools. 

The  Teachers*  Association  which  was  formed  under  the  Regulation 
of  Council  in  1880,  held  its  second  annual  meeting  in  Bridgetown  on 
the  28th  and  29th  of  April  of  this  year.  The  attendance  of  teachers 
was  quite   large  and   tne  interest  sustained  throughout.     Carefully 

Prepared  papers  on  the  following  subjects  were  read,  viz. :  "  The  Time 
•able,"  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Lay,  (Grade  A) ;  "  Reading,"  by  Mr.  A.  D.  Brown, 
(Grade  B) ;  "Elementary  Grammar,"  by  Mr.  H.  Muiiro,  (Grade  B); 
"  Arithmetic,"  by  Mr.  W.  Fairn,  (Grade  C) ;  "  School  Government,"  by 
Mr.  S.  C.  Shafner,  (Grade  A) ;  "  The  Rewards  of  the  Teacher,"  by  Mr. 
J.  H.  Croscup,  (Grade  B),  and  "  Method,"  by  Mr.  M.  L.  Fields,  (Grade  B). 
In  the  absence  of  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  a  highly  enter- 
taining and  popular  public  lecture,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Associa- 
tion, was  delivered  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  meeting  by  Mr. 
E.  J.  Lay,  the  Vice-President,  who  discussed  some  of  the  "  Wonders 
outside  of  Wonder- Land."  The  proceedings  of  the  Association  were 
of  an  interesting  and  instructive  character.  Practical  discussions  fol- 
lowed the  reading  of  the  various  papers,  and  all  teachers  present 
could  not  fail  to  receive  benefit,  and  to  be  better  prepared  to  achieve 
succe*  in  their  school-rooms. 

The  work  of  inspection  and  the  other  duties  connected  with  my 
office  have  given  me  constant  employment  during  the  year.  In  a  few 
instances  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  to  inspect  schools  in  conse- 
quence of  their  not  having  opened  for  the  term,  or  having  clased  pre- 
vious to  my  tour  of  inspection  into  those  parts  of  my  District  in 
which  they  were  situated.  For  more  detailed  information  in  regard 
to  each  school  visited,  1  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  "Notes  of  Inspection" 
and  "Monthly  Reports"  for  the  year. 

The  amendments  which  have  been  made  to  the  law  during  the  last 
few  sessions  of  the  Legislature,  especially  that  relating  to  the  distri- 
bution of  the  County  Fund,  are  proving  and  must  continue  to  prove 
highly  beneficial  to  the  cause  of  education.  I  would  again  suggest 
the  advisability  of  making  other  amendments  which  have  been  re- 
commended or  hinted  at  in  this  or  former  reports. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  refer  you  to  the  Statistical  Tables  of 
the  year  for  further  information. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

L.  S.  MORSE. 
David  Allison,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Edwcation  * 


KINGS  AND  HANTS. 


25 
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Colin  W.  Roscoe,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  annual  report  of 
the  schools  in  the  Counties  of  Hants  and  Kings,  for  the  year  ending 
October  31st,  1881,  for  your  consideration: — 

There  are  two  hundred  and  two  School  Sections  in  my  District.  In 
winter  one  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  in  summer  two  hundred  and 
nine,  schools  were  in  operation.  The  winter  schools  were  taught  by 
203  teachers  and  assistants,  and  the  summer  by  217.  Ten  sections 
only  were  without  schools  for  the  full  year,  viz. : — Greenhill  Settle- 
ment and  Lakeland,  in  West  Hants ;  East  Uniacke  and  Renfrew,  in 
East  Hants  and  W.  Hall's  Harbor,  Medford,  North  River,  Conqueral, 
and  Long  Beach,  Kings  County-  Five  of  these  have  no  school-houses, 
and  send  to  some  extent  to  the  adjoining  sections.  The  other  five 
have  arranged  for  schools  for  some  part  of  the  next  year. 

Statistics— WuTTER  Term. 


Gaxts  County. 

No.  Schools 
in  session. 

TeA-CHERS  AVZ)  ASSISTAITTR. 

No.  Pupils 
registered. 

•g.8 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

Hsle. 

Fem'l 

Total. 

1881 

1880 

9C 
78 

18 

•     •     •     • 

1 

2 

«  «  «  « 

1 

20 
17 

3 

56 
50 

6 

•  •  •  « 

20 
13 

7 

•  .  •  • 

32 
32 

•  •  •  • 

•  .  .  • 

65 

50 
15 

•  •  •  • 

97 

82 
15 

.  «  •  • 

4327  :274438 
3656   233337 

Increase  .... 
Decrease .  * . . 

671 

411011 

Summer  Term. 


1881 

looO  •  •  •  ^  •  •  • 

108 
103 

0 

1 

2 

15 
20 

59 

48 

11 

36 
35 

1 

31 
32 

80 
74 

111 
106 

4888 
4373 

272392 
234016 

Increase  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  « 

1 

6 

5 

515 

38376 

Decrease « « •  • 

1 

5 

Kings  Co. — Winter  Term. 


1881 

1880 

101 

100 

1 

.  •  .  • 

2 
4 

•  •  .  • 

2 

32 
24 

8 

.... 

45 

49 

27 
35 

53  ' 
56 

53 
66 

106 
112 

4539 
4639 

267554 
276935 

Increase  • . • . 

Decrease .... 

4 

8 

3 

3 

6 

**i6o* 

9381 

26 
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Summer  Term. 


HAiiTTs  County. 

No.  Schools 
in  setsion. 

Teajohkrb  and.  Assistants. 

S5  s 

*0O    C 

•sis 

||| 
^•3 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

Male. 

Fem'l  Total. 

1881 

1880 

ft 

102 
101 

1 

1 

3 
2 

'22 
20 

•    2 

•  •  •  • 

47 
48 

«  •  •  * 

1 

36 
35 

1 

30 
32 

2 

76 
74 

2 

•  •  •■  • 

106 
106 

4324 
4373 

224521 
234016 

Increase  •  •  •  • 

Decrease  •  •  •  • 

•.••.•- 

49 

9795 

District  No.  5 — Winter  Term. 


Hants 

Kings 

69 
101 

197 

178 

19 

1 
2 

3 

6 

•  *  *  • 

a 

20 
32 

52 
41 

11 

56 
45 

101 
99 

2 

2«> 

27 

47 
48 

32 
53 

85 
106 

65 
53 

118 

88 

30 

97 
106 

203 
194 

9 

4327 
4539 

274438 
267554. 

Total  1881 . . 
"     1880 . . 

8866 
8395 

541992 
510172 

Increase  •  •  •  • 

471 

31820 

Decrease  • » •  • 

1 

21 

StJMMER  Term. 


Hants 

Kings  ...... 

107 
202 

20S 
204 

0 

1 
1 

2 

D 

15 
22 

37 
40 

59 
47 

206 
104 

2 

36 
36 

72 
62 

10 

31 
30 

61 

64 

•  •  •  • 

3 

80 
76 

156 
147 

9 

111 
206 

117 
211 

6 

4818 
4324 

272392, 
224221 

Total  1881  . . 
"     1880.. 

9212 
9048 

496613; 
50665a 

Increase  .  •  •  • 

158 

Decrease .... 

3 

3 

10040 
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Average  Annual  Salary,  v/icluding  Provincial  Grants,  paid  to  Teachers  /or 

past  two  years,  compared. 


Grade. 

Date. 

Hants  County. 

EiNOS  COVNTT. 

Hale. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

D 

D 

1881.. 
1880.. 

$140  00 
150  00 

$161  47 
232  00 

$234  75 
188  00 

$141  47 
148  34 

Increase 

55  00 

46  75 

Decrease 

\ 

70  53 

6  87 

c 
c 


1881 . . 
1880.. 


$300  83 
283  00 


$242  88 
332  00 


$277  20 
282  75 


$224  81 
216  00 


Increase 
Decrease 


17  83 


10  88 


8  45 


8  81 


A&  6.... 

1881.. 
1880.. 

$423  48 
455  00 

$340  00 
330  00 

$414  20 
409  00 

$365  00 
273  33 

Increase 
Decrease 

10  00 

5  20 

91  67 

•.•••• 

31  52 

The  highest  salary  paid  in  Hants  County  to  grade  A  or  B  teachers 
for  the  past  year  was  $720 ;  C,  $440 ;  D,  $220.  Lowest  to  Grade  B, 
$260;  C,  $170;  D,  $130. 

The  highest  paid  in  Kings  County  to  grade  A  or  B  was  $620 ;  C, 
$350 ;  D,  $320.     Lowest  to  A  or  B  $240  ;  C,  $170 ;  D,  $120. 

Expenditure /or  School  Purposes, 


County. 


Ajsessed  for 

BuildiDg 
and  fiepain. 


Aflsesaed  for 
General 

School  pnr- 
posea. 


County 
Fund. 


Prorincial 
Allowance. 


Total. 


Hants 
Kings 


1881 
1880 


$2381  00 
2833  00 


15517  00 
12421  00 


5214  00  27938  0012872  70 


6390  00 
6452  70 


Increase  •  •  •  • 
Decrease  •  •  •  • 


$8144  00 


$2930  00 


24934  00 


3004  00 


12842  70 


8497  58 
8656  90 


32785  58 
30363  60 


17154  48  63149  00 


16716  22 


438  26 


62636  00 


512  26 


Time  in  Session. 

Winter.  Summer. 

(1)  Average  number  days  all  Schools  were  in  session.  •  .103.3  100.4 

(2)  Number  Schools  in  session  full  term 82  82 

(3)  Number  Schools  in  session  over  100  days,  but  less 

than  the  full  term  .  •  • 67  66 

(4)  Number  in  session  less  than  100  days .  • 37  56 
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Graded  Schools. — West  Hants  sustained  five  graded  schools  through- 
out the  year.  These  were  Windsor,  of  eight  departments  ;  Hantsport, 
of  four ;  Falmouth  Centre,  Avondale  and  Cheverie,  two  each.  Three 
other  sections,  viz :  Wentworth,  Burlington  and  Summerville,  should 
provide  for  graded  schools.  They  enrolled  respectively,  108,  86,  and 
84  pupils,  for  past  term,  and  to  meet  the  requirements  of  law  must 
provide  greater  school  accommodation  an<l  more  teachers  than  at 
present.  East  Hants  had  five  graded  schools  in  winter,  and  four  in  sum- 
mer, Shubenacadie,  Upper  Selma  and  Walton  (Border),  sustained  two 
departments  each,  throughout  the  year.  Maitland  had  three  in  winter, 
and  two  in  summer,  and  Rockville  school  was  conducted  as  a  graded 
school  in  winter,  and  a  miscellaneous  in  summer.  Kings  County  had 
twelve  graded  schools  in  winter,  and  niv^  in  summer.  Kentville,  Can- 
ning, and  Wolfville,  were  conducted  in  three  separate  departments, 
each,  and  Somerset,  Berwick,  Woodville,  and  Sheffield  Mills,  in  two 
departments  each,  throughout  the  year.  Morristown,  Upper  Canard 
and  Lower  Canard,  were  graded,  and  had  two  teachers  each,  in  winter, 
and  miscellaneous  in  summer ;  and  Hants  Border  was  taught  by  one 
teacher  in  winter,  and  graded  into  two  departments  in  summer.  A 
large  number  of  these  graded  schools  are  under  excellent  management, 
and  afford  many  advantages  not  to  be  found  in  miscellaneous  schools. 
It  must  be  apparent  to  teachers  in  charge  of  such  schools,  and  to  the 
trusteas  controlling  them,  that  the  object  of  dividing  the  school  with 
a  number  of  departments  or  grades,  is  not  to  lassen  the  labor  of  the 
teacher;  but  by  the  allotment  of  a  smaller  number  of  subjects  to  in- 
crease his  time  for  more  thorough  and  effective  teaching.  And  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect  these  schools  to  be  models  of  excellence,  both  in 
the  amount  of  work  performed,  and  in  the  methods  of  doing  it ;  and 
to  control,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  character  of  the  schools  for  miles 
around.  That  graded  schools  may  take  the  position  intended  for  them 
in  our  system  of  education,  a  large  number  of  the  sections  in  which 
they  are  located  need  to  make  greater  provision,  in  the  shape  of  a 
larger  money  vote  at  the  annual  meeting,  so  as  to  thoroughly  equip 
these  schools  for  successful  work.  Great  care,  too,  must  be  exercised 
in  selecting  teachers  who  possess  the  qualifications  for  and  adapted- 
ness  to  teach  the  particular  department  in  the  school  for  which  they 
are  chosen.  The  plan  of  employing  cheap  teachers,  or  the  personal 
friends  of  the  trustees,  without  regard  to  qualifications,  has  proved  a 
miserable  failure. 

I  have  the  most  convincing  evidence,  from  a  careful  inspection  of 
the  schools  in  my  district,  that,  in  the  main,  improvement  and  good 
progress  are  being  made.  Teachers  are  not  satisfied  with  what  they 
have  done  in  the  past,  and  are  availing  themselves  of  every  oppor- 
tunity to  become  acquainted  with  the  best  methods  of  doing  their 
work. 

Attendance. — The  number  of  schools  in  session,  and  the  number  of 
of  pupils  enrolled  are,  perhaps,  as  large  as  can  be  reasonably  expected. 
In  Kings,  the  proportion  of  the  population  at  school  for  some  part  of 
the  year  was  1  in  3.6,  and  in  Hants,  1  in  3.7 ;  but  the  average  attend- 
ance for  the  full  year  would  not,  in  either  County,  much  exceed  1 
in  9.  This  is  far  below  what  it  ought  to  be.  The  attendance  of  a 
child  in  good  health,  making  an  average  of  less  than  75  per  cent,  of 
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the  full  term,  should  not  be  tolerated,  and  unless  good  reasons  be 
given,  parents  should  be  held  accountable,  in  the  law,  for  a  smaller 
attendance  than  this  by  their  children.  The  rights  of  those  who  do 
attend  regularly  should  be  guarded  against  the  interference  of  those 
who  come  in  occasionally,  and  children  entering  school  for  the  first 
time  should  not  be  permitted  to  enter  after  the  second  week  of  the 
term.  All  the  disadvantages  of  irregular  attendance  so  frequently 
enumerated  point,  as  a  remedy,  to  a  good  sound  compulsory  attendance 
law. 

Punishrnent — A  gradual  improvement  is  observable  in  the  relation 
which  teachers  sustain  towards  their  pupils  in  the  matter  of  punish- 
ment. A  case  of  undue  punishment  is  seldom  reported,  and  the 
kinds  of  punishment  adopted  in  most  cases  are  suited  to  impress  the 
pupil  receiving  it  with  the  fact  that  disobedience  justly  deserves 
punishment.  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  advocate  an  entire  disallowance 
of  corporal  punishment.  Refractory  pupils  are  met  by  most  teachers 
and  can  only  be  ruled  by  the  rod  or  expulsion  from  school.  The  latter 
means,  in  most  cases,  the  ruin  of  the  pupil,  and  the  former,  although 
severe,  may  save  him.  I  have  no  sympathy  with  parents  who  instruct 
their  children  to  oppose  the  wishes  of  the  teacher,  and  then  complain 
because  the  children  are  punished.  The  children  are  to  be  pitied  in 
such  cases  for  receiving  what  should  be  given  to  the  parents.  In  my 
district  the  few  cases  regarded  by  the  parents  and  tne  acting  magis- 
trate as  cases  of  excessive  punishment,  have  beendispased  of  in  a  very* 
unsatisfactory  manner,  and,  I  believe,  to  the  detriment  of  good 
government  in  many  schools.     I  am  of  opinion : 

1. — That  teachers  should  keep  a  record  of  all  cases  of  corporal  pun- 
ishment :  which  record  should  state  the  name  of  the  pupils,  the 
amount  of  punishment  and  the  reason  for  its  infliction ;  and  should 
report  at  the  end  of  each  term  to  the  trustees  all  such  cases. 

2. — That  no  teacher  should  be  liable  to  prosecution  for  inflicting 
corporal  punishment,  unless  a  medical  practitioner,  appointed  for 
examining  such  cases,  certify  that  the  punishment  is  excessive. 

3. — In  case  a  fine  is  imposed  upon  a  teacher  for  inflicting  too  great 
punishment,  such  fine  should  be  handed  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
municipality  and  be  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  schools. 

ScJiool  Law, — In  my  report  last  year  I  suggested  the  desirability  of 
school  sections  being  empowered  to  call  special  meetings  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  trustees,  in  the  case  of  failure  to  do  so  at  the  annual 
meeting.  The  large  number  of  sections  making  a  mistake  in  the  date 
of  the  last  annual  meeting,  and  thus  failing  to  elect  trustees  at  the 
time  fixed  for  such  meeting ;  and  the  great  inconvenience  and  some- 
times delay  in  securing  the  appointment  of  trustees  by  the  School 
Commissioners,  confirms  my  opinion  that  sections  should  be  empowered 
by  law  to  elect  their  own  trustees,  in  all  cases,  except  when  trustees 
refuse  to  act,  or  the  section  wilfully  declines  to  elect. 

The  School  Act,  as  contained  in  the  manual  of  1874,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  but  many  find  it  difficult  and  annoying 
to  trace  the  various  amendments  made,  since  that  date,  through  all  the 
Journals  of  Education  in  which  they  are  to  be  found.  I  hear  much 
dissatisfaction  expressed  with  the  School  Law  in  this  fragmentary 
form,  and  I  have  i^umerons  applications  from  candidates  for  license, 


30  REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS. 


and  from  trustees  and  others  for  a  "  Good  School  Law."  It  will  prove 
very  popular  if  the  law  can  soon  be  given  to  us  in  consolidated  form. 

School-Houses. — New  school-houses  have  been  built  during  the  year 
in  Medford,  Long  Beach,  and  Windermere  Sections.;  and  buildings 
enlarged  and  finished  for  school-houses  in  Black  Rock,  Mt.  Bloomfield 
and  W.  Black  Rock  Sections.  Harmony  is  building;  Woodsiiie  has 
furnished  new  seats  and  desks;  Pine  Woods  and  Dalhousie  have 
plastered,  and  Lakeville  and  Town  Plot  repaired  their  school-houses. 
The  building  in  W.  Black  Rock  is  to  replace  the  one  burned  last 
winter.  Medford  has  been  particularly  unfortunate;  first,  in  losing 
their  school-house  by  fire  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  then  after 
having  built  a  fine  house  to  have  it  also  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  night 
of  the  annual  meeting.  Both  fires  are  supposed  to  be  the  work  of 
incendiaries.  Good  school-houses  have  been  built  in  South  Rawdon 
and  Newport,  and  Douglas  Sections.  The  house  in  the  former  section 
was  burned  last  winter. 

The  Teachers'  AssoHcUion. — The  Teachers'  Association  for  District 
No.  i,  was  held  at  Windsor  on  September  loth  and  16th.  Seventy 
teachers  attended.  The  meetings  were  full  of  interest,  and  were 
decidedly  profitable.  Papers  were  read  upon  the  following  subjects: — 

"Spelling,"  by  Mr.  A.  D.  Foster,  Windsor  School;  "Science  in 
Schools,"  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Pineo,  B.  A.,  Hant-s  Border ;  "  The  Phonic  and 
Sight  Methods  of  Teaching  Reading,"  by  Miss  Rachel  DeWolfe,  of 
'  Windsor  School ;  "  How  to  Teach  Geography,"  by  Miss  S.  E.  Cohoon, 
of  Hantsport  School ;  "  Should  Latin  be  generally  taught  in  the  Public 
Schools,"  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Godfrey,  Principal  of  Windsor  High  School ; 
"  Botany,"  by  Mrs.  B.  Chandler,  of  Windsor  School ;  "  How  to  treat 
Backward  Pupils,"  by  Mr.  W.  W.  Saunders,  Principal  of  Hantsport 
School;  "Drawing,  Walter  Smith's  System."  by  Miss  A.  Burgoyne, 
Windsor  School.  Miss  DeWolfe  and  Miss  Burgoyne  illustrated  the 
ideas  advanced  in  their  papers  by  class  exercises.  The  papers  were 
pronounced  very  good,  and  elicited  animated  discussions,  participated 
in  freely  by  both  the  male  and  female  teachers.  Encouraged  by  the 
excellent  papers  on  Botany  and  Drawing,  some  teachers  have  since 
commenced  and  are  now  teaching  the  first  principles  of  these  studies, 
with  a  good  degree  of  success.  The  Rev.  E.  M.  Kierstead,  M.A., 
addressed  the  teachers  and  others  on  the  evening  of  the  16th.  He 
dwelt  in  a  forcible  and  impressive  manner  upon  the  necessity  of  true 
character  in  the  teachers.  This  admirable  address  was  listened  to 
with  marked  attention.  The  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Association 
will  be  held  in  Wolf  ville. 

Apparent  Needs. — The  adoption  of  the  Course  of  Study  and  the 
prescription  of  text  books  in  good  Grammar  and  Canadian  History. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  express  my  appreciation  of  your  uniform 
promptness  and  courtesy  during  our  official  intercourse,  and  to  thank 
my  numerous  friends  in  the  two  counties  for  kind  attentions  and  hos- 
pitality while  on  my  official  tours  to  their  respective  sections. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

COLIN  W.  ROSCOE. 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  6.— ANTIGONISH  AND  GUYSBORQUGH. 


Rod'k  McDonald,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  submit  my  report  of  the  Schools  of  District  No.  6, 
for  the  year  ended  October  31st,  1881. 

Statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Abstracts  and  Tables  already  sent  to 
your  oflSce, 

Two  new  sections  have  been  organized  during  the  year,  namely : — 
Dover  and  Upper  White  Haven,  in  Guysborough  County. 

In  the  latter  a  new  school-house  has  been  erected,  and  in  the  former 
money  was  voted  for  building  next  spring.  New  buildings  have  also 
been  erected  in  New  Harbor  and  Sand  Point,  Guysboro*  County,  and 
in  Merland,  Antigonish  County.  Repairs,  including  in  many  cases 
new  and  improved  seats  and  desks,  have  been  made  in  the  following 
sections,  viz  : — South  Lochaber,  Beckerton  Larry  s  River,  Pirate  Har- 
bor, E.  I.  Lake,  and  Isaac's  Harbor,  Guysboro*  County ;  and  in  Anti- 
gonish, North  River,  Georgeville,  Afton,  Big  Tracadie,  Caledonia  Mills, 
W.  S.  Lochaber,  Lower  Glen  Road,  Salt  Springs,  West  River,  Big 
Clearing,  Beech  Hill,  Lower  North  Grant,  and  in  Black  River,  Anti- 
gonish County. 

At  the  last  annual  school  meeting,  provision  was  made  for  erecting 
new  buildings  in  the  following  sections,  viz : — Half  Island  Cove,  in 
Guysboro'  County  ;  and  Malignant  Cove,  B.  S.  Cape  George,  and  Eig 
Mountain,  in  Antigonish  County. 

There  are  yet  a  few  of  our  best  country  sections  with  school-houses 
unfit  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  intended.  I  have  not  failed 
to  bring  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Trustees,  but  all  to  no  purpose. 
I  shall  apply  to  the  School  Boards  at  the  first  regular  meeting  to  have 
at  least  some  of  these  buildings  declared  unfit  for  use.  I  regret  that 
I  have  to  report  the  burning  of  a  school-house  at  Lower  White  Haven, 
last  May,  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  was  the  work  of  an  incen- 
diary, The  rate-payers  of  the  section,  however,  have  made  provision 
for  building  a  new  one. 

There  are  in  the  District  many  skilful  and  successful  teachers,  who 
are  a  credit  to  the  profession.  Of  the  remainder,  nearly  all  are  dili- 
gent, and  fairly  successful  in  some  branches.  Reading  in  the  early 
stages  does  not  receive  the  attention  its  importance  demands,  The 
children  are  too  often  allowed  to  read  in  some  unintelligible  way, 
without  any  attention  to  expression  or  style.  Much  of  the  time  de- 
voted to  the  study  of  English  Grammar  is  lost.  The  pupils  commit 
to  memory  definitions,  of  the  meaning  of  which  they  have  not  the 
slightest  conception.  Examining  a  class  in  Grammar  last  summer,  I 
asked  one  of  the  pupils  to  tell  me  the  meaning  of  orthography  in  his 
own  words.  The  teacher  answered  they  had  not  yet  come  to  that  part 
of  Grammar.  Parsing  is  confined  to  sentences  on  the  black-board,  and 
whether  from  choice  or  necessity,  the  teacher  rarely  gives  sentences  of 
difficult  construction,  even  to  advanced  classes.  Possibly,  the  text- 
book in  use  for  some  years  past  may  be  held  accountable  for  this 
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state  of  things.  Whatever  the  defects  of  Lennie's  Grammar  may 
have  been,  its  exercises  for  parsing  and  correction  far  surpass  in 
variety  those  of  any  of  its  successors. 

Irregular  attendance  and  the  frequent  change  of  teachers  in  this 
District,  may  be  considered  the  greatest  hindrances  to  educational 
progress.  In  addition  to  the  usual  causes,  tlie  prevalence  of  diphtheria 
in  many  sections  of  Antigonish  County,  during  the  past  year,  inter- 
fered very  much  with  the  attendance.  In  many  of  tne  shore  sections 
of  Guysboro'  County,  the  attendance  falls  off  at  the  beginning  of  the 
berrying  season,  and  continues  so  to  the  end  of  the  term.  To  shew  the 
evil  effects  of  chenging  the  teacher  often,  I  shall  mention  the  case  of 
two  schools  taught  by  first-class  teachers,  with  this  difference,  that  in 
the  one  the  same  teacher  is  continued  from  term  to  term,  while  in  the 
other  a  new  teacher  is  employed  every  term.  In  the  former,  good 
steady  progress  is  made,  while  in  the  latter  I  have  not  been  able  to  see 
any  improvement  since  I  first  visited  it,  nearly  two  years  ago.  The 
fault  is  neither  in  the  teacher  nor  in  the  pupils,  but  in  the  system. 
I  could  mention  several  such  cases.  • 

I  regret  that  the  salaries  paid  to  teachers  in  some  parts  of  Guys- 
boro* County,  and  in  many  parts  of  Antigonish  County,  are  shame- 
fully low,  and  although  trustees  and  rate-payers  are  held  responsible 
for  this  evil,  I  fear  that  teachers  themselves  are  not  wholly  free  from 
blame.  Teachers  have  often  been  known  to  offer  their  services  at 
much  lower  salaries  than  trustees  were  then  paying  to  those  in  their 
employ,  The  teach eir  employed  would  either  h&ve  to  consent  to  a 
reduction  of  salary,  or  allow  himself  to  be  supplanted  by  the  intruder. 
A  teacher  with  a  small  salary  may  conscientiously  discharge  his 
duty,  but  the  probability  is,  that  he  will  be  discontented  and  careless, 
and  will  leave  the  situation  as  soon  as  he  can  do  so.  What  shall  I 
say  of  the  consciences  of  trustees,  who  will  accept  the  services  of  a 
good  teacher,  without  giving  an  equivalent  in  salary  ? 

A  few  years  ago  we  had  a  superabundance  of  teachers,  but  the  great 
reduction  in  salaries  has  sent  so  many  of  the  best  of  them  either  out 
of  the  district  or  out  of  the  profession,  that  now  we  have  not  a  suf- 
ficient number  to  meet  the  wants  of  th3  district,  and  unless  the  teachers 
themselves  take  a  decided  stand,  and  the  trustees  deal  more  liberally 
with  them,  I  venture  to  say  that  in  a  few  years  many  of  our  schools 
will  either  be  closed  or  in  charge  of  incompetent  teachers. 

The  Guysboro'  Academy  which,  for  some  time  past  was  in  an  un- 
satisfactory condition,  was,  during  last  term,  ably  conducted  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  Parsons,  the  Principal.  This  institution  a  few 
years  ago,  did  good  work  in  training  teachers  for  the  county,  and  as 
the  trustees  have  lately  raised  the  Standard  of  qualifications  for  ad- 
mission to  the  academic  department,  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  soon  be- 
come really  a  County  Academy  and  not  simply  a  sectional  school. 

I  am  happy  to  report  the  formation  of  a  Teachers'  Association  for 
this  district.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  St 
Francis  Xavier  College,  last  August.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was 
fair,  siud  much  interest  manifested  by  those  present.  Excellent 
papers  were  read  by  Mr.  Joseph  Chisholm,  Mr.  Angus  Chisholm,  Mr. 
Joseph  Mclsaac,  and  Mr.  Parsons,  Principal  of  Guysboro'  Academy, 
followed  by  lively  discussions,  participated  in  by  many  of  the  teachers 
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present.     The  enthusiasm  manifested  at  this  meeting  augurs  well  for 
the  success  of  our  association. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
different  School  Boards  for  their  valuable  co-operation  in  promoting 
the  cause  of  education,  and  also  to  many  other  friends  for  their  kind 
hospitality. 

I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RODK.  McDonald. 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Educativn, 


DISTRICT   No.  7.— CAPE  BRETON  AND   RICHMOND. 

M.  J.  T.  Macneil,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  as  my  first  annual  report 
of  educational  work  and  the  state  of  the  schools  generally  for  the  year 
ended  Oct.  31,  1881,  in  Inspectoral  District  No.  7. 

Before  proceeding  with  tne  subject  in  hand,  I  cannot  but  advert  to 
the  sad  circumstances  that  occasioned  my  appointment  to  this  office — 
the  painful  illness  of  my  lamented  predecessor  resulting,  a  short  time 
subsequently,  in  death  The  late  Mr.  McKinnon  was,  I  believe,  the 
first  Inspector  of  Schools  in  the  Province  who  died  in  the  service,  and 
it  becomes  a  melancholy  pleasure  for  me  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
record  of  honest  faithful  work  he  left  behind  him.  From  the  date  of 
his  resignation  almost  to  hi^  dying  day,  I  was  the  recipient  of  valuable 
advice  and  suggestions  that  proved  his  devotion  to  his  calling.  The 
high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  Boards  of  Commis-sioners 
in  both  Counties  was  placed  on  record  by  feeling  resolutions  passed  at 
.  the  last  annual  meeting ;  and  the  expressions  of  sympathy  and  regret 
that  met  me  at  every  turn,  especially  in  Cape  Breton  County  \^  here 
he  was  better  known,  testified  to  the  respect  and  esteem  entertained 
for  him  by  teachers  and  people. 

The  staff  of  teachers  suffered  a  severe  loss,  about  the  same  time,  in 
the  demise  of  Mr.  Alexander  Morrison,  for  fifteen  consecutive  years 
teacher  of  the  Preparatory  Department  of  Sydney  Academy. 

This  report  will  necessarily  oe  a  meagre  one,  as,  this  being  my  first 
year  of  inspection,  I  have  no  point  of  comparison  from  which  to  judge 
of  the  progress  of  the  schools  except  from  one  term  to  the  other ;  and 
progress  must  be  very  marked  to  be  appreciable  in  that  time. 

Having  only  received  my  appointment  about  the  20th  of  November, 
I  had  not  the  whole  of  the  first  term  ahead  of  me  in  which  to  accom- 
plish its  work.  This  circumstance,  coupled  with  the  fact  of  my  being  a 
comparatively  "new  hand,"  and  altogether  unacquainted  with  the 
greater  part  of  Cape  Breton  County,  accounts  for  the  number  of 
schools  not  visited  the  winber  term.    The  travelling,  too,  at  one  time 
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last  winter,  was  so  bad  as  to  make  some  localities  I  could  otherwise 
have  visited  inaccessible,  either  with  sleigh  or  wagon,  except  at  the 
sacrifice  of  much  time  and  trouble.  During  the  summer  term,  my 
progress  was  considerably  retarded  by  having  to  look  after  arrange- 
ments for  the  meeting  of  the  Teachers*  Association, — a  duty  of  which 
the  committee  of  management  will  probably  relieve  me  this  year. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  owing  to  the  illness  of  the  late  Inspector 
McKinnon  during  the  first  year  after  the  inauguration  of  the  new 
plan  of  inspection,  and  the  circumstances  above  explained,  the  new 
system  has  not  yet  had  a  fair  trial  in  this  District.  I  have  no  doubt, 
however,  that  after  I  have  my  work  systematized  from  the  experience 
already  acquired,  I  shall  be  able  to  perform  all  the  work  of  the  Dis- 
trict, as  far  as  my  abilities  permit,  satisfactorily. 

There  are,  in  the  County  of  Cape  Breton,  130  sections.  Of  these, 
102  had  school  during  the  winter  term,  comprising  114  schools  or 
departments.  The  teachers  employed  were  2  of  grade  A,  21  of  grade 
B,  39  of  grade  C,  and  62  of  grade  D.  Of  the  39  grade  C  teachers,  24 
were  males  and  15  females ;  of  the  62  grade  D,  40  were  males  and  22 
females, — making  in  all  87  males  and  37  female  teachers. 

In  the  County  of  Richmond,  the  same  teim,  there  was  schools  in 
46  sections  out  of  the  67,  employing  54  teachers  in  as  many  schools 
or  departments.  Ten  were  of  grade  B,  (9  males  and  1  female);  19  of 
grade  C,  (10  males  and  9  females) ;  and  25  of  grade  D>  (14  males  and 
11  females), — in  all  33  males  and  21  females. 

For  the  summer  term  in  the  County  of  Cape  Breton,  there  was 
school  in  101  sections,  having  134  schools  or  departments,  employing 
135  teachers  of  the  following  grades  and  sexes:  2  A,  male;  21  B, 
male ;  35  C  (23  male  and  12  female),  and  77  D  (49  male  and  28 
female), — in  all  95  males  and  40  females.  Of  the  95  males,  two  were 
employed  in  the  same  section  diflferent  parts  of  the  term. 

In  the  County  of  Richmond,  summer  term,  there  were  68  s2hvK)l8  in 
60  sections,  having  69  teachers  and  assistants  employed.  These  were 
classified  thus:  12  B,  (11  male  and  1  female) ;  23  C,  (10  male  and  13 
female) ;  and  33  D,  (16  male  and  17  female) — in  all  37  males  and  31 
females.  Of  the  last  mentioned,  one  was  employed  as  assistant  in 
McDougall  (St.  Peter's)  section.  Thus,  116  sections  in  Cape  Breton 
County  had  school  during  some  part  of  the  year,  and  fourteen  had 
none.     In  Richmond,  62  sections  had  school,  and  five  had  none. 

In  Cape  Breton  County  I  visited,  the  first  term,  95  schools  in  73 
sections;  and  the  last  term,  118  schools  in  95  sections. 

In  Richmond,  49  schools  in  41  sections  were  visited  the  winter 
term,  and  35  schools  in  27  sections,  the  summer  term. 

I  made  it  an  aim  to  visit,  during  the  last  term,  as  many  as  possible 
of  the  schools  I  had  not  been  able  to  reach  the  previous  term,  especially 
in  the  County  of  Cape  Breton,  so  that  all,  if  possible,  would  \e  visited 
once  during  the  year.  I  succeeded  in  seeing  all  but  seven.  Of  these, 
two  are  situated  on  islands  that  are  not  at  all  times  easy  of  access ; 
two  or  three  were  not  in  session  when  I  was  in  their  vicinity,  and  the 
remainder  were  passed  by  for  want  of  time. 

I  shall  not  enter  any  further  into  statistics.  I  give  the  foregoing 
because  I  think  they  are  such  as  the  average  reader  looks  for  and 
wishes  to  find  without  much  trouble.     The  more  studiously  inclined 
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educationist  is  referred  to  the  tabulated  statistics  which,  I  think,  will 
be  found  pretty  exhaustive.  While  on  this  subject,  I  cannot  help 
riving  expression  to  the  wish  that  some  means  could  be  devised  of 
impressing  upon  trustees  and  teachers  the  importance  of  furnishing 
correct  and  reliable  figures  in  the  returns.  In  working  off  statistics 
for  your  department,  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me  to  find  how 
many  and  varied  were  the  blunders  committed  in  the  school  returns. 
When  each  teacher  has  but  one  return  to  make  out  (because  practically 
the  returns  are  compiled  by  the  teacher)  it  is  surely  not  too  much  to 
expect  that  each  should  take  the  care  necessary  to  have  that  one  com- 
plete and  correct.  Many  of  the  errors  are  attributable  to  a  lack  of 
care, — for^instance,  errors  in  addition  might  be  detected  by  a  careful 
revision.  Though  such  errors  entail  considerable  work,  I  would  not 
complain  if  they  were  the  only  ones,  for  they  can  be  corrected ;  but 
the  total  absence  of  important  figures  in  certain  columns  which  the 
'  Inspector  has  no  way  of  ascertaining  without  referring  to  the  trustees 
for  the  needed  information,  is  a  cause  of  much  annoyance.  Many,  for 
instance,  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  answer  columns  Nos.  28  and 
29*  at  all ;  while  in  other  cases,  the  figures  given  for  different  terms 
vary  so  widely  as  to  make  it  apparent  that  one  or' the  other,  if  nofr 
both,  must  be  incorrect.  Simple  and  plain  as  the  blank  forms  are,  I 
have  found  it  necessary,  in  order  to  secure  greater  accuracy  for  the 
future,  to  issue  a  circular  of  directions  to  trustees  and  teachers ;  and 
if  other  Inspectors  have  encountered  the  same  diflSculties  as  I  have  on. 
this  head,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  would  not  be  amiss  to 
have  something  of  the  kind  permanently  inserted  in  the  local  Journal 
of  Education. 

On  comparing  the  number  of  schools  in  sassion  and  the  record  of 
attendance  for  the  past  year  with  the  year  immediately  preceding,  I 
find  that  in  Cape  Breton  County  there  is  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  number  of  schools  during  the  winter  term  over  the  corresponding 
term  of  the  previous  year,  as  well  as  a  proportionate  increase  in  the 
number  of  scnools  and  more  than  a  proportionate  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  registered  at  school,  and  of  the  grand  total  attendance. 
For  the  summer  term  there  is  an  increase  of  two  in  the  number  of 
schools,  and  more  than  a  proportionate  increase  in  the  number  regis- 
tered, while  in  the  grand  total  or  average  attendance  there  is  a  large 
actual  falling  off. 

A  similar  comparison  for  the  County  Of  Richmond  shows,  for  the 
winter  term,  a  decrease  of  two  in  the  number  of  schools,  a  small  actual 
increase  in  the  number  of  enrolled  pupils,  and  a  falling  off  in  the 
average  attendance ;  and  for  the  summer  term  an  increase  of  seven* 
schoob,  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  enrolled,  and  a  considerable 
falling  off  in  the  grand  total. 

This  falling  off  in  the  average  attendance  Is  largely  accounted  for 
by  the  prevalence  of  sickness,  especially  during  the  summer  term^ 
That  dread  scourge,  diphtheria,  made  its  appearance  in  many  localities^ 
as  did  also  scarlet  fever,  measles,  and  other  diseases,  and  wherever 


*Col.  28  is  "  No.  of  children  in  the  section  between  5  and  16  jmn  of  age^"  and  coL  i9p 
*'  No.  5  to  15  yean  of  age  who  did  not  attend  tehool  duxing  tenn.** 


36  REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS. 


this  was  the  case,  the  result  was  empty  seats  in  the  schools.  In  not  a 
few  instances,  this  summer,  I  found  schools  in  session  with  four,  three, 
two  pupils  in  attendance, — ay,  in  some  cases  even  (me,  and  this  state 
of  things  had  existed  and  continued  to  exist  for  weeks. 

In  almost  all  country  sections,  I  have  met  with  a  strong  desire  to 
have  the  summer  vacation  some  weeks  later  than  the  prescribed  time. 
For  the  past  two  years,  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Richmond 
County  fixed  the  latest  date  allowed  by  law  for  the  vacation,  and  the 
arrangement  gives  general  satisfaction.  While  a  similar  arrangement 
would,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  be  very  acceptable  to  the 
agricultural  districts  of  the  other  County,  I  do  not  think  li  would  be 
satisfactory  to  the  towns  and  mining  settlements.  The  question, 
therefore,  arises  whether  or  not  it  would  be  advisable  to  allow  some 
discretionary  powers  to  trustees  in  this  matter,  or  to  give  Commis- 
sioners the  privilege  of  fixing  difl^^erent  dates  for  different  sections  of . 
the  same  County,  say  at  the  request  of  trustees. 

The  subject  of  non-attendance  and  irregularity  is  such  a  puzzling 
problem  that  I  shall  not  attempt  to  offer  any  suggestions  upon  if;  but 
the  fact  that  the  evil  exists  to  a  painfully  large  extent  in  this  district 
is  too  true,  and  t  fear  the  remedy  will  never  be  found  till  the  criminal 
apathy  and  indiflference  of  parents  is,  by  some  means  or  other,  removed. 

As  already  stated,  I  cannot  easily  form  a  comparative  estimate  of 
the  progress  of  the  schools.  I  am  free  to  say,  however,  that  on  the 
whole,  my  first  visit  through  the  district  did  not  impress  me  very 
favorably  with  the  state  of  education  generally.  I  speedily  became 
conscious  that  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be  done  in  order  to  raise  the 
standard  of  education  to  vsomething  like  its  due  level ;  for  while  it  is 
true  that  we  have  a  number  of  very  good  schools,  conducted  by  able 
and  earnest  teachers,  it  is  also  undeniably  true  that  many,  very  many, 
schools  are  scarcely  deserving  of  the  name.  The  same  indifference 
that  tends  to  keep  the  seats  of  the  school-room  empty,  is  also  satisfied 
to  see  the  school-room  itself  cheerless  and  comfortless,  bare  of  the  most 
indispensable  furniture  and  apparatus,  and  the  education  of  the  pupils 
entrusted  to  persons  devoid  of  any  semblance  of  qualification  for  so 
important  a  position.  In  many  cases  thef  extreme  primitiveness  of  the 
school-houses  is  doubtless  attributable,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
poverty,  but  I  can  also  point  to  many  places  where  the  inhabitants, 
though  comfortable  at  home,  are  content  to  see  their  children  spend 
about  half  the  time  they  are  out  of  bed  in  dingy,  cheerless  school -rooms. 
There  are  generally  a  few  public-spirited  exceptions  in  every  such 
case,  but  their  well-meant  efforts  are  neutralized  by  the  indifference 
or  obstinacy  of  the  majority.  Then,  as  to  the  choice  of  teachers — it  is 
the  old,  old,  story !  What  is  looked  for;  in  too  many  instances,  is  a 
cheap  teacher,  and  it  is  enough  to  bring  a  blush  of  shame  on  the  pro- 
fession to  find  sections  willing  to  offer  teachers,  and  these  content  to 
accept,  salaries  jyer  term  that  would  not  be  considered  by  sailors  good 
wages  j)€r  month !  There  is  the  trouble.  Our  teachers,  as  a  rule,  are 
not  paid,  their  services  are  not  appreciated,  and  they  leave  the  profes- 
sion in  disgust.  Teachers,  as  a  consequence,  are  scarce — is  it  any 
wonder  ?  Several  instances  have  come  to  my  knowledge  where 
sections  engaged  teachers  for  actually  less  than  the  amount  drawn 
from  the  County  fund,  thus  making  a  profit  from  that  source.    I 
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think  I  have  already  called  your  attention  to  this  ancmialy  as  one  re- 
quiring a  remedy  by  appropriate  legislation.  Trustees  do  not  exert 
themselves  to  secure  the  services  of  competent  teachers,  they  wait  till 
some  one  comes  that  way ;  if  none  offer,  or  if  the  offers  received  are 
considered  too  high,  forthwith  an  application  is  made  for  a  Permissive 
License  for  some  lad  or  girl  in  the  section  who  would  be  better  attend- 
ing  school  for  some  years  to  come  than  going  through  the  mockery  of 
teaching. 

And  this  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  Pei^mis- 
sives — a  subject  which  has  caused  me  more  perplexing  annoyance 
than  almost  all  my  other  duties  put  together.  Oi  teachers  thus  em- 
ployed the  last  term,  several  in  both  Counties  obtained  Provincial  Li- 
censes at  the  Teachers'  Examinations  in  July ;  but  several  made  no 
attempt  to  qualify  themselves.  While  1  found  some  of  these  teachers 
doing  as  fair  work  as  could  reasonably  be  expected,  1  regret  to  say  that 
others  were  totally  incapable.  To  these  I  gave  notice  that  they  could 
not  expect  a  renewal  of  the  privilege — that  they  should  either  go  to 
school  or  quit  the  profession.  Though  strongly  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  permissive  licenses,  I  fear  we  are  not  yet  prepared  to  dispense 
with  them  altogether.  I  would,  however,  like  to  see  some  sections 
taught  that  they  cannot  expect  this  system  to  go  on  forever,  any  more 
than  they  can  expect  to  keep  up  schools  for  nothing.  I  will  take  the 
liberty,  in  this  connection,  of  renewing  a  suggestion  I  have  already 
made  in  the  course  of  correspondence  with  you  on  this  subject,  that  is 
to  say,  that  no  Poor  Section  engaging  a  teacher  with  permissive 
license  should  be  entitled  to  draw  the  "special  aid,"  nor  such  teacher 
to  receive  the  additional  one-third  to  his  government  allowance.  As 
things  are  now  it  may  happen  that  a  teacher  with  iw  license  when 
engaged  in  a  l^oor  Section  is  better  paid  than  his  duly  qualified 
confre'res. 

The  Academy  at  Sydney,  under  Principal  McKittrick,  is  maintain- 
ing its  high  reputation  for  efficiency  and  usefulness.  The  various  de- 
partments continue  under  the  same  efficient  staff  of  teachers,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Preparatory,  which,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Morrison, 
in  April  last,  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  O.  T.  McKeen. 

All  the  graded  schools  in  the  several  towns  and  mining  villages  are 
also  under  efficient  and  earnest  teachers,  and  generally  under  the  con- 
trol of  enlightened  and  public  spirited  trustees.  The  teachers  in  these 
schools  receive,  as  a  rule,  fairly  liberal  salaries,  and  the  results  are 
good  accordingly. 

I  regret  to  have  no  progress  to  report  in  the  matter  of  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  an  Academy  lor  the  County  of  Richmond,  at  Arichat.  I 
have  taken  pains  to  collect  all  the  information  possible  on  the  subject 
— by  correspondence,  by  personal  enquiry,  and  by  attending  meetings, 
and  I  do  not  see  any  likelihood  of  the  institution  being  revived  in  the 
near  future.  The  schools  taught  by  the  Sisters  of  the  congregation 
continue  to  give  the  high  satisfaction  they  ever  did.  Whatever  the 
reason  is,  the  education  of  their  boys  does  not  seem  to  enter  very  largely 
into  the  thoughts  of  the  Arichat  parents,  while  the  girls  are  very  well 
looked  after  in  that  re«pect.  Is  it  because  the  education  of  their 
daughters  does  not  cost  them  much  after  all  ?     Certain  it  is  that  the 


38  REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS. 


salaries  received  from  the  section  by  the  good  ladies  referred  to  are 
not  extravagantly  large. 

In  the  matter  of  buildings,  there  is  nothing  to  report  from  Rich- 
mond. From  Cape  Breton  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report 
considerable  progress.  When  last  you  received  a  report  from  that 
County,  the  school  buildings  of  North  Sydney  stood  in  the  front  rank ; 
now  they  are  made  to  stand  in  the  shade.  Growrie  Mines  (Cow  Bay) 
took  the  lead  a  year  ago  with  a  splendid  two-story  building  containing 
four  large  apartments,  three  of  which,  well  furnished  and  fairly 
equipped,  are  occupied.  Next  comes  Sydney  Mines,  which  was  about 
to  occupy  a  new  set  of  buMiings  about  the  commencement  of  this 
term.  The  great  want  of  accommodation,  of  which  you  informed  me 
the  late  Mr.  McEinnon  so  often  and  so  bitterly  complained,  is 
now  thereby  supplied.  The  new  buildings  comprise  four  large  rooms, 
besides  teachers'  rooms,  ante-rooms,  tfec,  and  are  fitted  up  with  first- 
class  furniture.  The  desks  and  seats,  manufactured  at  North  Sydney, 
are  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  I  have  seen  impoited  into  this  part 
of  the  Province. 

Last,  though  not  least,  comes  Sydney  with  its  magnificent  new 
Academy  building,  whi^  will  be  ready  for  occupation  after  the 
Christmas  holidays.  Not  having  seen  the  interior  of  this  building 
since  its  completion,  I  cannot  give  any  further  description  than  to 
say  that  it  comprises  eight  large,  lofty,  and  well  lighted  apartments^ 
besides  all  other  necessary  rooms.  This  structure  is  an  ornament  to 
the  town  of  Sydney,  and  a  monument  to  the  pluck  and  public  spirit 
of  its  citizens  deserving  of  all  praise.  Prepared  with  such  fine  scnool 
buildings,  the  claims  of  Sydney  to  a  special  Academy  for  C:  pe  Breton 
Island  are  diflicult  to  get  over,  especially  in  view  of  the  failure  of  the 
other  Counties  of  the  Island  to  establish  and  maintain  County 
Academies.  Theie  is  no  doubt  such  an  institution  would  be  of 
immense  benefit  to  the  Distiict,  if  not  to  the  whole  Island.  It  is  a 
fact  that,  while  the  Academy  at  Arichat  was  not,  during  the  last  few 
years  of  its  existence,  fulfilling  the  object  contemplated  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  institutions,  numbers  of  students  from  different  parts 
of  the  Island  were  frequently  refused  admission  to  the  Sydney 
Academy  for  want  of  room. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  "  Cape  Breton  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion "  was  convened  at  North  Sydney  on  the  30th  of  «fune,  when  the 
name  was  changed  to  the  "  Teachers'  Association  of  District  No.  7,"^ 
so  as  to  include  Richmond  County  Teachers  wishing  to  join.  Only 
one  teacher  from  the  latter  County  attended  the  meetings  so  far,  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  next  year,  several  will  find  it  convenient,  as  ihej 
certainly  would  find  it  to  their  interest,  to  attend.  About  sixty  en- 
rolled members  attended  the  last  meeting  through  all  its  sessions. 
Several  highly  creditable  and  eminently  practical  essays  were  read 
and  pretty  thoroughly  discussed  with  profit  and  advantage  to  all 
present.  Judging  from  the  last  meeting,  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  the 
future  success  of  the  Association  is  assured,  and  if  so,  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  are  incalculable.  The  esprit  de  corps  which  such  re-unions 
are  calculated  to  infuse  among  the  teachers,  must  tend  largely  to 
raise  the  profession  to  its  proper  level  in  their  own  estimation,  at  well 
as  that  of  the  public,  not  to  speak  of  the  valuable  ixiformation  that  is 
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to  be  gained  by  the  mutual  interchange  of  hints  and  suggestions  on 
professional  subjects.  Whilst  most  of  our  leading  teachers  were 
present  at  the  last  meeting,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  future  all  will 
come  forward.  We  want  to  see  not  only  those  who  can  take  a  leading 
part,  but  also  those  who  are  disposed  to  learn;  there  are  none  so 
clever  or  learned  but  can  profit  by  the  experience  of  others. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  which  has  grown  to  a  length  far 
beyond  what  I  had  intended  at  the  outset,  I  wish  to  give  expression 
to  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  many  kindnesses  received  at  the  hands 
of  all  with  whom  my  oflScial  duties  have  brought  me  in  contact.  The 
invariable  courtesy  and  kind  attention  received  in  the  course  of  a 
large  correspondence  with  yourself  is  deserving  of  acknowledgment. 
To  the  Commissioners  and  Teachers  of  both  Counties,  I  am  indebted 
for  much  attention,  assistance  and  encouragement  in  my  labors,  and 
the  "  good  people  of  the  country "  deserve  special  mention  for  their 
unbounded  hospitality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

M.  J.  T.   MACNEIIk 
David  Allison,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


DISTRICT  No.  8.— INVERNESS  AND  VICTORIA. 

John  Y.  Gunn,  Inspector. 

Sir, — In  submitting  the  following,  being  my  second,  annual  report 
of  the  present  condition  of  education  in  the  Counties  of  Inverness 
^and  Victoria,  it  afibrds  me  pleasure  to  assure  you,  that  the  general 
efficiency  of  the  public  schools  of  the  District  continues  unimpaired. 

As  compared  witli  the  previous  year,  there  has  been  an  advance  in 
both  counties,  during  the  year  just  closed,  in  the  number  of  schools  in 
session,  in  the  number  of  teachers  employed,  and  in  the  total  registra- 
tion of  pupils. 

During  the  school  year  of  1880,  279  schools — both  terms — were  in 
operation  in  Inverness,  and  124 — both  terms — ^in  Victoria. 

During  the  corresponding  period  of  1881,  there  were  280  schools  in 
Inverness  and  128  in  Victoria — being  one  additional  school  for  Inver- 
ness and/ett?'  for  Victoria. 

During  the  winter  of  1880,  the  public  school  registration  was  4,811 
pupils  for  Inverness  and  1,991  for  Victoria. 

Daring  the  winter  of  1881,  5,266  pupils  attended  school  in  Inver- 
ness, and  2,027  in  Victoria. 

During  the  summer  of  1880,  the  public  school  attendance  in  Inver- 
vemess  was  5,503  pupils,  and  in  Victoria  2,107. 

And  during  the  summer  term  of  1881  5,600  pupils  were  enrolled  in 
Inverness,  and  2,338  in  Victoria. 
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These  figures  shew  a  small,  but  gradual,  and,  it  is  believed,  healthy 
increase  in  the  number  of  schools  in  session  and  registration  of  pupils, 
from  term  to  term,  and  from  year  to  year. 

Comparing  the  winter  term  of  1880,  with  the  following  summer 
term  ended  on  the  31st  October,  there  WaS  an  increase  of  eignt  schools 
in  Inverness  and  of  seven  in  Victoria,  and  an  excess  in  registration  of 
234  pupils  in  the  former  county,  and  of  the  comparatively  large  num- 
ber of  311  pupils  in  the  latter. 

This  gratifying  result,  is,  I  am  satisfied,  largely  dud  to  the  present 
admirable  mode  of  ap^oitioning  the  County  Fund. 

Previous  to  1881,  it  was  no  uncommon  occurrence  to  see  large  and 
wealthy  sections  draw  annually  over  $200  each  from  the  County 
Treasurer,  while  sections  poor  and  scattered  had  to  be  content  with 
the  merest  pittance.  No  such  anomaly  now  exists.  During  the  past 
summer  term,  the  section  of  Little  River,  Cheticamp,  with  a  registered 
attendance  of  109  pupils,  was  allotted  but  $60.34— that  being  the 
largest  draft  in  Inverness  for  any  one  section  with  only  one  depart- 
ment— while  the  Boom  of  River  Dennis,  with  a  total  registration  of 
only  six  pupils,  was  allowed  $16.35. 

For  the  same  term,  in  the  County  of  Victoria  the  appropriation  to 
English  Town  with  a  registration  of  109  pupils  was  44.73 — while 
Ship  Yard,  with  only  13  pupils  enrolled,  drew  $25.43. 

If,  as  I  take  it,  the  existing  School  Act  was  framed  with  a  special 
eve  to  the  amelioration  of  the  masses,  the*  present  system  of  County 
Fund  distribution  affords  additional  vindication  of  its  wisdom  and 
humanity. 

In  Inverness,  the  number  of  teachers  employed  each  term  was  the 
same,  for  the  first  three  quarters — one  of  grade  A;  23  of  grade  B ;  and 
48  of  grade  C.  Seventy-three  teachers  of  grade  D  were  employed  in 
winter,  and  80  in  summer. 

In  Victoria,  each  term  gave  employment  to  owe  teacher  of  grade  A, 
and  to  4  of  grade  B.  Nineteen  of  grade  C,  and  37  of  grade  D  were 
engaged  in  winter,  and  17  of  gi^ade  C,  and  46  of  grade  D  in  summer. 

Comparing  both  terms  in  each  county  with  the  corresponding  term 
of  the  previous  year — it  will  be  observed,  that  there  has  been  a  slight 
reduction  in  the  number  of  teachers  employed  in  some  of  the  higher 
grades,  and  a  considerable  increase  in  the  lower. 

Teachers*  salaries  continue,  I  regret  to  say,  to  rate  low,  especially 
in  Inverness,  where  teachers  of  the  first  class  average  only  $264 
annually.  The  country  districts  of  Victoria  are  equally  low.  But  the 
rather  respectable  salary  given  to  the  head-master  of  the  Baddeck 
Academy  raises  the  general  average  to  $334. 

Taking  the  whole  district,  the  extremes  are — Hawkesbury,  teachers 
advanced  department,  $420  annually,  and  Wright,  teacher  of  same 
grade.  $200. 

Male  teachers  of  grade  C  are  paid  $190  in  In\'^rness,  and  $19?  in 
Victoria — while  female  teachei's  of  the  same  grade  are  allowed,  in 
each  county,  a  trifle  additional. 

Male  teachers  of  the  third  class  get  $140  in  Inverness,  and  $148  in 
Victoria,  and  female  teachers  of  this  grade  have  to  be  satisfied  with 
$142  in  Inverness,  and  $126  in  Victoria. 
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In  a  number  of  cases,  in  each  county,  teachers  of  the  lower  grades 
are  allowed  their  board  in  addition  to  the  sums  stipulated  in  their 
bonds  of  agreement  with  trustees. 

The  wide  spread  financial  depression  of  the  past  few  years  has 
tended  to  materially  reduce  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  section 
officials. 

But  now  as  the  horizon  is  brightening  up,  it  appears  to  me,  teachers 
should  insist  upon  a  more  equitable  rate  of  compensation.  It  is  not  a 
cheering  state  of  affairs,  when  young  men  take  years  of  study  and  toil 
to  qualify  themselves  for  a  profession  which,  owing  to  its  meagre 
emoluments,  they  are  forced  to  abandon  in  disgust  for  more  remune- 
rative employment  in  the  mines  of  Colorado,  or  on  the  prairies  of  the 
Great  West. 

New  Buildings,  The  Baddeck  Academy,  which  has  been  lately 
finished,  is  a  building  of  fine  proportions.  The  apartments  are 
commodious  and  well  lighted,  and  the  trustees  appear  to  oe  determined 
to  provide  all  the  appliances  necessary  to  a  first  class  educational 
establishment. 

The  high  school  building  at  Port  Hawkesbury  has  been  lately 
purchased  by  the  trustees.  An  additional  department  has  been  added, 
and,  I  am  informed,  the  whole  building  has  been  refitted. 

In  the  section  of  East  Ingonishe  a  fine  new  building  has  been  erected, 
and  another  of  somewhat  similar  character  is  in  a  fair  way  to  comple- 
tion in  West  Ingonishe. 

Suitable  school  houses  have  been  also  erected  in  Lome  Section,  at 
the  rear  of  Judique  Banks,  and  at  the  North  East,  Mabou — the  latter 
to  replace  the  building  recently  destroyed  by  fire  in  that  section. 

Eight  sections  within  the  District  have  their  schools  graded — 
Baddeck  having  three  departments  and  Hawkesbury  three.  Hastings, 
Port  Hood,  Mabou,  B.  C.  Marsh,  Platian  and  Whycocomo  each  having 
two  departments. 

A  graded  school  has  so  many  well  defined  advantages  over  an 
ordinary  school,  that  it  is  superfluous  to  institute  any  comparison 
between  them. 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  School  Act  the  schools  now  graded  were, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  superior  schools.  When  the  superior 
i^chool  grant  was  discontinued,  the  academy  grant  was  allotted  to  the 
same  schools.  When  the  academy  grant  was  withdrawn,  a  revivifica- 
tion of  the  mixed  school  system  seemed  unavoidable.  But  a  division 
of  labour  in  school  work  was  found  to  be  attended  with  such  salutarv 
results,  that  in  no  case  has  there  been  a  retrogression  to  the  miscel- 
laneous system.  The  benefits  arising  from  judicious  gradation  are  not 
confined  solely  to  the  section  in  which  the  school  is  located.  Wher- 
ever a  graded  school  is  established,  it  seems  to  constitute  a  nucleus  of 
educational  vigour  which  "ministers  life  and  warm  circulation"  to 
every  school  within  the  range  of  its  influence. 

Teachers*  Association.  The  regular  annual  session  of  the  Teachers' 
Association  was  held  in  July.  The  attendance  of  teachers  and  others 
was  unusually  large.  Addresses  written  and  oral,  were  delivered 
upon  (1)  "Animal  physiology  in  its  relation  to  hygeine;"  (2)  "Easy 
processes  of  geometrical  proof ;"  (3)  "  Explanations  of  trigonometrical 
and  other  mathematical  formulae;"  and  (4)  "A  method,  with  illustra- 
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tive  examples,  of  teaching  English  Reading/'    Free  discussion  was 
elicited  at  the  close  of  every  exercise,  and  all  present  appeared  to  be 
nerved  and  strengthened  for  higher  professional  effort  in  the  future. 
I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  a  few  suggestions : 

1.  The  school  boards  should  be  invested  with  the  discretionary 
power  of  applying  a  portion  of  the  county  fund  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  poor  sections  with  indispensable  ;vrticles  of  school  furniture. 

2.  In  tne  event  of  trustees  entering,  at  any  time,  into  engage- 
ments, unsupported  by  a  legal  money  vote  of  the  rate-payers,  the 
trustees  themselves  should  be  made  "personally  liable.  (In  the  pre- 
scribed form  of  agreement  between  teachers  and  trustees,  the  payment 
of  the  teacher's  salary  is  conditioned  upon  the  trustees  being  ojficially 
in  fun  Is,  and  although  to  satisfy  a  Supreme  or  County  Court  judg- 
ment, school  buildings  and  other  real  estate  may  be  liable  to  seizure, 
Magistrates'  judgments  cover  no  reliable  sectional  property.) 

3.  A  slight  modification  of  the  late  regulation  which  requires 
candidates  for  examination  to  be  eighteen  years  of  age,  would,  it  is 
thought,  be  an  improvement.  The  admission  is  made  by  all.  that 
licenses  should  not  be  issued  until  the  full  age  now  required  is  attain- 
ed, but  it  is  felt  that  the  privilege  of  examination  should  be  conceded 
at  an  earlier  age. 

4.  That  the  time  for  having  the  teachers'  summer  vacation  be  left 
entirely  to  the  School  Boards.  In  some  counties,  a  fortnight  at  seed 
time,  and  another  in  harvest,  is  considered  preferable  to  the  existing 
mode. 

I  trust  an  officially  recognized  compend  of  the  school  law  will 
shortly  be  issued.  The  edition  should  be  sufficiently  large  to  supply 
every  section  and  every  teacher  with  a  copy.  It  is  important  that 
teachers  as  well  as  trustees  should  be  conversant  with  tne  laws  and 
regulatioris  which  **  hold  them  together  and  protect  them." 

In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  the  School  Commis- 
sioners of  Victoria,  I  visited  Cape  North  early  in  August,  with  a  view 
to  the  adjustment  of  local  difficulties,  of  some  magnitude,  which  had 
been  repeatedly  before  the  Board. 

A  public  meeting  having  been  called — with  the  kind  assistance  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Clarke  and  a  few  other  influential  gentlemen  present — an 
equitable  and  a  perfectly  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  whole  matter 
in  dispute  was  effected. 

As  to  general  results,  I  can  only  say,  in  the  words  of  Carlyle, 
"  Does  not  every  ditcher  and  delver,  with  his  spade,  extinguish  many 
a  thistle  and  puddle,  and  so  leaves  a  little  order  where  he  found  the 
opposite?"  So  does  every  school,  however  obscure,  elevate  the  character 
01  every  person  within  the  circle  of  its  humanizing  influence. 

Prominent  among  the  conditions  necessary  to  the  success  of  a  school 
are: — public  spirited  ratepayers  to  provide  the  sinews;  intelligent 
trustees  to  see  to  the  appliances  and  to  exercise  constant  supervision ; 
and  an  ambitiously  energetic  teacher  whose  constant  aim  is,  not  to  cram, 
but  to  foster  the  bodies  and  intellects  of  his  pupils  into  generous 
development. 

The  importance  of  early  culture  and  nurture  is  universally  ac- 
knowledged, and  while  niggardliness,  ignorance   and  apathy   dwarf 
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intellectual  progress,  on  many  a  beautiful  hillside  and  in  many  a  lovely 
dell,  the  general  healthy  condition  of  education  in  the  District  is 
beyond  dispute.  Thousands  of  young  people  are  daily  acquiring  the 
mental  training  which  will  eventually  aid  them  in  taking  advantage 
of  that  "  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men,  which  taken  at  the  flood  leads  on 
to  fortune." 

Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  Y.  GUNN. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Edvx^ation. 


DISTRICT  No.  9.— SOUTH  COLCHESTER  AND  PICTOU. 

D.  H.  Smith,  A.  M.,  Inspector, 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  submit,  for  your  consideration,  the  fol- 
lowing report  on  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  my  Inspectoral 
District  for  the  school  year  ended  October  31st,  1881. 

The  present  educational  outlook  of  the  District  is,  upon  the  whole, 
I  consider,  most  encouraging.  In  the  whole  District,  there  are  196 
sections,  and  of  these  184  have  had  school  some  portion  of  the  year. 
Those  without  school  I  may  say,  with  the  exception  of  Riversdale  and 
Fort  Ellis,  are  not  provided  with  school  accommodation,  but  are,  though 
weak  and  sparsely  settled,  making  most  commendable  efforts  to  secure 
such,  and  I  trust  at  no  very  distant  time,  I  shall  be  able  to  report 
each  as  having  school  in  successful  operation. 

In  the  winter  ^^^  and  in  the  summer  24  sections  had  no  school  any 
portion  of  the  term.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  so  many  sec- 
tions keep  their  school  in  session  only  one-half  of  the  year.  There 
may  be  of  course  some  ground  for  such  action  in  sections  thinly  pop- 
ulated, where  thesnow  lies  deep  for  months  and  the  roads  are  rendered 
impassable  for  days  and  even  weeks  at  a  time,  or  where  the  number 
of  scholars  is  so  small  that  a  satisfactory  school  cannot  be  maintained, 
but  it  does  appear  to  me  that  under  the  present  mode  of  distribution 
of  the  county  fund  and  the  cheap  rates  at  which  the  services  of 
teachers  can  be  secured  no  matter  how  weak,  so  far  as  rateable 
property  is  concerned,  a  section  may  be,  no  satisfactory  reason  can  be 
assigned  why  the  majority  of  these  sections  do  not  have  school  the 
whole  year. 

Of  the  sections  having  school,  11  have  graded  schools,  viz.:  Truro, 
Pictou,  New  Glasgow,  Westville,  Albion  Mines,  River  John,  Stellarton, 
Vale  Colliery,  Fisher  s  Grant,  Brookfield,  and  Upper  Stewiacke.  In 
Truro  there  are  12  departments,  in  Pictou  and  New  Glasgow  9  each,  in 
Westville  6,  in  Albion  Mines  and  River  John  4  each,  in  Stellarton  8,  * 
and  in  the  others  2  each.  Of  the  schools  in  Truro  Mr.  Dimock,  after 
having  filled  the  position  for  seven  years,  has  resigned  the  Principal- 
ship  and  has  been  succeeded  by  W.  M.  Mc Vicar,  A.  M.,  of  Annapolis 
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and  formerly  of  Liverpool  Academy.  Miss  Lilla  Coffswell,  teacher  in 
sixth  grade,  has  also  resigned,  her  position  being  filled  by  Miss  Church, 
who  has  conducted  for  a  number  of  years,  with  very  great  success  the 
advanced  department  in  Willow  St.  school,  now  presided  over  by  Miss 
Fletcher.  In  consequence  of  the  vacancy  createa  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
McMillan,  in  the  teaching  stafi'of  Pictou  town,  and  the  erection  of  the 
new  Academy,  the  schools  there  have  been  somewhat  reorganized.  The 
four  departments  in  High  Street  School  have  been  reduced  to  three, 
and  a  department  devoted  to  the  higher  English  branches  opened  in 
the  Academy.  By  this  action  the  emciency  of  the  Academy  nas  been 
greatly  increased,  and  the  work  there  done  as  regards  scope  and 
thoroughness  is  perhaps  unequalled  by  any  similar  institution  in  the 
country.  But  while  this  change  has  hao  a  good  effect  upon  the 
Academy  the  effect  upon  the  other  schools  I  ca^ot  regard  as  so 
beneficial. 

The  result  was  that  these  were  over-crowded  and  rendered  unwieldy. 
I  accordingly  notified  the  Mayor  of  the  Town  of  their  condition, 
and  suggested  the  propriety  of  organizing  at  once  another  grade. 
I  trust  the  suggestion  will  be  carried  out.  The  High  School,  New 
Glasgow,  has  been,  during  the  past  year,  presided  over  by  Mr. 
Howard  Murray,  who  resigned  the  position  on  his  attainment  of 
the  Gilchrist  scholarship,  from  which  time  to  the  close  of  the  term 
it  has  been  vacant.  He  is  succeeded  by  Mr.  Angus  McLeod,  who  has 
been  for  the  last  year  in  the  advanced  department  of  the  school  in 
Stellarton  and  for  several  terms  in  the  Stewiacke  Village  school. 
Westville  schools  are  presided  over  by  Mr.  Alex.  Campbell,  a  young 
gentleman  who  took  charge  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  William  Frazer, 
and  who  is  endeavoring  to  maintain  in  every  respect  the  good  name  of 
the  schools.  The  great  difficulty  with  which  the  teachers  in  this  section 
have  to  contend  is  the  overcrowded  condition  of  their  respective  de- 
partments. Westville  schools  stand  third  in  Pictou  Co.  as  regards  the 
number  of  pupils  registered,  having  only  18  scholars  less  than  those  of 
New  Glasgow,  and  second  as  regards  the  grand  total  days  of  attendance. 
In  New  Glasgow  there  are  9  departments,  all,  with  one  exception,  as 
commodious  as  any  in  Westville,  filled  as  far  as  their  seating  capacity 
will  allow.  Yet  in  Westville  there  are  only  six.  'You  can,  therefore, 
form  some  adequate  idea  of  the  crowded  state  of  the  Westville  schools. 
The  same  is  true  in  regard  to  the  Primary  departments  of  the  schools 
in  Albion  Mines  and  Vale  Colliery.  At  the  Albion  Mines  the  Primary 
department,  conducted  in  a  room  which  I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying 
does  not  exceed  25x35  feet  in  dimensions,  had  162  pupils  en- 
rolled, with  an  attendance  some  days  of  over  a  hundred.  At  the  time 
of  my  last  visit  I  met  with  the  teachers  of  these  schools,  and  suggested 
the  necessity  of  having  the  work  reorganized  and  a  more  thorough 
system  of  grading  adopted.  By  carrying  out  my  suggestions  the 
primary  teacher  would  be  required  to  tal^e  up  less  ground  in  her  work 
and  would  be  relieved  of  nearly  one-half  of  the  present  number  of  her 
pupils.  Unless  some  such  course  as  this  is  adopted,  I  think  that  in  order 
to  make  the  school  officials  move  in  the  matter  it  will  be  necessary  to 
enforce  the  law  and  not  allow  any  county  apportionment  to  any 
average  in  any  department  higher  than  50.  I  trust  that  matters  in 
Vale  Colliery  will  be  remedied  in  a  very  short  time  by  the  erection  of 
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a  new  house.  Perhaps  none  of  our  graded  schools  have  done  more 
satisfactory  work  than  that  done  in  the  High  School  of  River  John, 
under  the  faithful  and  energetic  management  of  Isaac  Gammell  at 
present  in  Dalhousie  College,  and  his  no  less  faithful  successor  Robert 
Langille.  The  monthly  written  examinations  to  which  their  pupils 
were  subjected  would  do  credit  to  any  institution  of  its  kind,  tipper 
Sfcewiacke  has  been  for  the  last  year  under  the  supervision  of  W.  Cox, 
a  graduate  of  Acadia  College,  who  has  shown  great  fidelity  in  his 
work  and  has  given  general  satisfaction.  Brookneld  has  been  vacant 
during  the  past  summer,  the  section  being  engaged  in  the  erection  of  a 
new  house.  Fisher  s  Grant  until  last  spring  has  been  a  miscellaneous 
school  conducted  by  one  teacher  and  an  assistant.  At  that  time  the 
class  room  was  enlarged,  the  school  reorganised  and  graded  into  two 
departments  under  the  control  of  two  teachers. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  during  the  winter  term  were  208, 
holding  licenses  as  follows : 

Male.  Female. 

A        B        C        D 

4  25       29       15 

During  the  summer  the  number  were  224 : 

Male. 

A        B        C        D 

5  30       31        8 

You  will  thus  see  that  nearly  one-third  of  the  teachers  employed 
are  those  holding  Grade  D  License.  That  the  practice  of  employing 
this  class  of  teachers  should  prevail  to  such  an  extent  is  very  much  to 
be  regretted.  It  is  calculated  to  show,  I  think,  that  the  highest 
principle  sought  in  the  selections  of  a  teacher  is  not  what  the  school 
should  be  or  what  qualifications  the  teacher  possesses  to  render  it  so, 
but  the  amount  of  salary  to  be  paid.  The  teacher  who  oflers  his  ser- 
vices at  the  lowest  rate  is  almost  always  the  successful  one  in  obtain- 
ing a  school.  I  am  sorry  to  say  this  practice  prevails  to  a  greater  extent 
in  Pictou  County  than  in  South  Colchester.  Of  the  146  teachers  in 
Pictou,  53  held  the  lowest  grade  of  license;  while  in  South  Colchester, 
of  the  62  employed,  only  15  belong  to  this  class.  Of  course  some  of 
our  Grade  D  teachers  do  very  good  work  and  meet  with  very  great 
success.  But  this  is  not  the  rule.  The  contrary  is  the  case,  and  that 
it  is  the  case  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  Many  of  these  teachers  come 
from  very  ordinary  schools  in  the  country  without  any  training  for  the 
work,  and  "  crammed,"  in  a  certain  way,  on  the  subjects  in  which  they 
are  required  to  pass  an  examination  for  licensei,  they  manage  to 
succeed  in  acquiring  the  legal  qualifications  to  enable  them  to  take 
charge  of  a  school.  Securing  these,  it  does  often  appear  they  have 
attained  their  highest  ambition.  No  further  attempt  is  made  to 
increase  their  stock  of  knowledge.  Time  out  of  school,  instead  of 
being  utilized  in  the  interest  of  tne  work  in  the  school-room,  is  spent 
in  idleness,  or  is  devoted  to  the  affairs  of  the  household  in  which  they 
are  boarding.    Hence  the  indifference — the  lack  of  interest  that  per- 
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vades  every  exercise  in  the  school.  All  that  is  desired  is  simply  "  to 
get  the  time  in/'  To  me  it  appears  as  if  the  time  bad  come  for  doing 
away  with  the  examinations  of  candidates  for  license  on  D  papers. 
Let  this  grade  be  granted  only  to  such  as  have  been  examined  for  a 
higher  grade,  but  in  consequence  of  failure  in  one  or  more  branches 
may  have  their  average  so  far  reduced  as  will  only  permit  the  grant- 
ing of  such  license.  The  supply  of  teachers  at  present  is  sufficient, 
I  should  think,  to  warrant  such  a  step  and,  if  the  accomplishment  of 
it  could  be  secured,  I  feel  convinced  it  would  greatly  benefit  the 
country — greatly  benefit  the  profession.  By  sudi  actions,  by  the 
compulsory  attendance  upon  tne  Normal  School  of  those  setting  out 
in  the  profession  of  teaching,  and  by  the  adoption  and  enforcement  of 
a  course  of  study,  I  am  sure  the  educational  status  'of  our  province 
will  be  greatly  elevated,  and  the  attendance  upon  our  schools  largely 
increased  and  rendered  more  regular. 

The  attendance  upon  our  schools  during  the  past  year  has  been 
Inuch  the  same  as  in  previous  years  in  the  district  of  South  Colches- 
ter. There  has  been  a  fair  increase  in  the  County  of  Pictou.  The 
total  number  of  diflerent  pupils  at  school  in  the  whole  Inspectoral  Dis- 
trict during  the  year  were  10,665.  In  the  winter  term  there  were 
enrolled  9053-5137  boys  and  3915  girls — making  a  daily  average,  while 
the  schools  were  in  session,  of  5181,  and  for  the  full  term  4925,  giving 
a  percentage  of  57  and  54  respectively.  In  Pictou,  in  summer,  the 
attendance  was  irregular — especially  in  the  country  schools.  It  was  no 
uncommon  occurrence  to  find,  when  making  my  official  visit,  schools 
having  forty  or  more  registered  pupils  with  seven  or  eight  present 
The  number  registered  in  the  county  was  6880,  making  a  daily  average, 
while  the  schools  were  in  operation,  of  3438  ;  giving  a  percentage  of  49. 
In  the  whole  District  there  were  enrolled,  in  the  summer,  9508, 
making  a  daily  average  while  the  schools  were  open,  of  4945,  which 
gives  53  per  cent,  of  the  whole  present.  No  doubt,  much  of  this 
irregularity  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  unfavorable  season  during 
the  last  summer  for  securing  the  crops.  But  whatever  the  cause 
may  be,  we  know  irregularity  has  a  very  baneful  influence 
upon  the  efficient  working  of  the  schools.  It  destroys  the  teacher  s 
interest  in  the  scholar's  success,  and  the  scholar's  interest  in  his  work. 

As  regards  the  work  done,  I  may  say,  in  many  cases,  its  character 
reflects  great  credit  upon  the  teachers,  but  ii\  others  it  is  done  in  a  very 
perfunctory  way,  and  exhibits  a  great  lack  of  system.  The  method 
pursued  is  too  often  simply  the  hearing  of  lessons,  rendering  the 
scholars  mere  receptacles,  without  any  attempt  to  have  them  assimilate 
what  they  receive.  There  is  too  slavish  an  adherence  to  the  text-book, 
and  not  sufficient  oral  instruction  and  explanation.  The  consequence 
is  in  examinations,  when  questions  are  not  put  ia  the  precise  words  in 
which  the  teacher  is  accustomed  to  use,  the  pupils  are  at  a  loss  and 
exhibit  a  complete  want  of  knowledge  of  the  subject.  Nor  is  much  of 
the  instruction  sufficiently  practical.  The  scholars  fail  to  see  the  utility 
of  the  work  they  are  required  to  do,  and  consequently  look  upon  the 
performance  of  it  as  a  wasteful  expenditure  of  time. 

In  many  of  our  schools  it  is  impossible  for  the  teachers  to 
work  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction  for  the  want  of  appa- 
ratus.    Frequently  no  chalk  is  supplied  unless  by  the  teacher,  and 
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in  very  many  cases,  when  the  trustees  do  furnish  it,  it  is  of  the  rough- 
est material,  unfit  for  working  with  neatness  or  despatch.  There  is 
also,  a  great  scarcity  of  black-board  surface.  Where  such  articles  as 
these  are  wanting  in  a  school,  I  must  confess  that  I  am  ui^able 
to  see  how  any  teacher  can  present  work  to  his  pupils  in  an  intelligible 
manner.  Indeed,  in  my  opinion,  where  apparatus  of  such  an  indispen- 
sible  character  is  not  provided  by  the  sections,  the  law  should  empower 
the  Inspectors  to  furnish  the  same,  and  make  the  cost  a  charge  against 
the  county  apportionment  due  the  sections  thus  furnished. 

Many  of  our  school-houses  stand  very  much  in  need  of  repair,  while 
many  are  altogether  unfit  for  school  purposes.  I  would  here  direct 
attention  to  the  condition  of  the  houses  in  College  Lands,  Hudson, 
Carriboo  River,  Loch  Broom,  Loading  Ground,  Fox  Brook,  Marsh  E. 
P.  Lismores,  Bailey's  Brook,  and  Lower  Stewiacke  West,  Sections,  as 
failing  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  being  unsuitable  for 
future  use.  New  houses  have  been  erected  and  completed  in 
Lower  Carriboo  River,  West  French  River,  Beaver  Brook,  and  Brook- 
field  Sections.  That  in  Brookfield  is  a  handsome  edifice  containing 
two  departments,  well  equipped,  and  affording  every  facility  for  doing 
thorough  work.  It  is  a  decided  ornament  to  that  flourishing  section 
of  country,  ard  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  energy  displayed  by  the 
trustees  in  its  erection,  and  the  enterprise  exhibited  by  the  rate-payers 
in  promptly  furnishing  the  means.     It  cost  about  SI  600. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  trustees  and  rate-payers  mani- 
fest so  little  paino  in  endeavoring  to  keep  the  school-room  neat  and 
tidy,  and  its  surroundings  attractive.  They  do  not  take  into  con- 
sideration the  educating  power  of  association,  and  fail  to  see  that 
education  means  more  than  a  mere  knowledge  of  the  three  R  s — that 
it  is  calculated  to  elevate  man  in  the  scale  oi  civilization  and  refine- 
ment But  one  of  the  most  important  ends  of  education  must  be 
defeated  when  scholars  pass  their  school  days  habituated  to  filthy, 
dirty  school-rooms,  of  which  I  have  witnessed  not  a  few  in  my  tours 
of  inspection.  The  eflfect  must  be  most  demoralizing,  and  must  cer- 
tainly be  exposing  the  health  of  the  scholars  to  very  great  peril. 
Some  of  the  school-rooms,  indeed,  presented  the  appearance  of  not 
having  been  scrubbed  or  whitewashed  for  years.  I  trust,  however, 
that  I  shall  not  be  required  to  refer  to  this  matter  again.  If  I  have 
occasion  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  mentioning  names. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  your  promptness  in  our 
oflScial  correspondence,  and  the  people  for  their  kindness  when  visiting 
the  schools  in  their  respective  sections. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  H.   SMITH, 

Inspector  District  No,  9 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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DISTRICT  No.  10.— NORTH  COLCHESTER  AND  CUMBER- 
LAND. 

W.  D.  Mackenzie,  Inspector, 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  school 
year  ended  October  31st,  1881 : 

During  winter  term  ended  April  30th,  the  work  of  inspection  was 
much  impeded,  owing  to  exceptionally  stormy  weather  and  other 
causes,  but  during  summer  term,  lately  closed,  all  the  schools  in  the 
District  of  Stirling  and  West  Colchester  were  visited,  and  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Cumberland,  except  on  the  River  Hebert  peninsula. 

Statistics. — By  tables  of  statistics,  mailed  to  you  on  the  8th  Dec, 
you  will  notice  that  in  Cplchester  division  of  my  district  seven  sec- 
tions had  no  school  during  the  winter,  while  in  the  summer  term 
every  school  was  in  operation,  save  one.  I  regret  the  prospects  of 
having  a  school  establisned  in  this  section  next  year  are  not  very  en- 
couraging from  the  fact  that  there  are  few  or  no  children  in  the  sec- 
tion. In  Cumberland  there  were  thirty-one  schools  vacant  in  the 
winter  term.  By  much  exertion  I  succeeded  in  cutting  this  number 
down  to  twenty  in  the  summer  term,  and  I  believe  the  number  of 
schools  in  operation  next  winter  will  be  rather  increased,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  of  a  constant  tendency  in  some  sections  to'  keep 
school  open  but  one  term,  and  that  very  generally  the  summer.  It  is 
but  just  to  mention  that  in  three  of  the  schools  vacant  during  summer 
term  trustees  were  unable  to  secure  teachers,  though  I  advertised  for 
them  in  the  county  papers,  and  subsequently  applied  to  Principal 
Calkin,  of  Truro,  without  success.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  in  Cumber- 
land County  there  were  but  seven  sections  having  no  school  during 
the  entire  year,  as  opposed  to  nineteen  last  year.  Had  Cumberland 
sections  been  properly  laid  off  we  would  now  be  able  to  show  not  a 
single  school  vacant  for  the  entire  year.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  our 
Commissioners  are  now  opposed  to  the  policy  of  dividing,  and  thus 
weakening,  sections.  Several  sections  in  this  county  have  been 
divided  with  the  result  of  so  weakening  both  sections  that  neither 
is  able  to  have  school  except  at  long  intervals.  It  is  the  intention  to 
re-unite  some  of  these  previously  divided  sections  at  next  annual 
meeting,  and  thus  increase  the  efficiency  as  well  as  the  comparative 
number  of  schools. 

New  Buildings. — During  the  year  one  new  house  has  been  built  in 
District  of  Stirling,  three  in  Cumberland,  and  one  in  Parrsboro'. 

Old  Buildings. — I  found  myself  obliged  to  notify  Trustees  that 
Boards  would  be  asked  to  condemn  several  houses  in  Cumberland, 
and  one  in  Parrsboro*.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  in 
all  cases  money  was  voted  at  the  annual  meetings  in  these  sections 
to  put  up  new  buildings. 

Apparatus. — Maps  of  the  Dominion  and  Ball  Frames  were  ordered 
in  a  large  number  of  sections  which  should  have  had  them  before. 
By  subsequent  advices  I  learn  that  nearly  all  are  supplied.  Suitable 
black-boards  (mostly  liquid  slating)  have  been  placed  in  all  school- 
rooms ;  and  a  large  number  of  houses  have  been  re-desked  and  re- 
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seated.  Pupils  in  some  of  the  schools  are  beginning  to  supplement 
apparatus  by  their  own  efforts.  In  Parrsboro'  Town  a  school  enter- 
tainment realized  sufficient  to  purchase  a  very  handsome  Webster's 
Unabridged  Dictionary  with  supplement  to  date.  In  no  case  have  ♦ 
trustees  refused  to  make  such  alterations  and  improvements  as  I 
suggested;  and  the  fact  that  in  only  one  instance  have  I  been  told 
by  trustees  that  things  were  good  enough  as  they  were,  shows  what 
an  enlightened,  progressive  and  liberal  spirit  towards  education  and 
its  demands  characterizes  our  trustees  and  people.  In  no  single  in- 
stance have  I  found  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  vote 
money  when  the  case  has,  been  properly  put  before  them  The  con- 
trary might  appear  at  Malagash  Point,  where,  until  the  last  annual 
meeting,  no  measures  were  taken  to  re-build  school-house  though  the 
old  one  had  been  condemned  eighteen  months.  Spending  Saturday 
in  the  section,  I  occupied  the  day  visiting  personally  every  rate-payer 
in  it,  and  was  glad  to  learn  subsequently  that  they  had  a  very  large 
annual  meeting,  and  the  amount  required  for  the  new  building  voted. 

Educationul Interest — As  a  generallbhing  there  is  considerable  in- 
terest in  educational  affairs  all  over  my  district ;  perhaps  more  parti- 
cularly throughout  Economy  and  Londonderry ;  but  there  are  a  few 
sections  in  Cumberland  in  which  undoubted  apathy  exists ;  in  other 
words,  they  are  satisfied  to  have  no  school  at  all  or  a  very  poor  school 
in  one  term  of  the  year.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  delivered  a 
public  lecture  in  these  sections  during  the  summer  term,  but  found  I 
could  not  possibly  do  all  my  inspectoral  work  and  find  time  to  lecture. 
I  purpose  devoting  some  time  next  winter  to  lecturing  in  these  sections. 

Money  Vote. — You  will  notice  that  in  Cumberland  the  amount  voted 
at  annual  meeting  in  present  year  for  school  purposes  not  including 
building  and  repairs  is  $12,200  or  $1,297  over  the  year  before.  The 
amount  for  building  and  repairs  will  be  large  next  year. 

Effixiency,  itc,  of  Schools. — In  my  inspection  during  the  summer,  I 
found  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  efficiency  of  most  of  the  schools, 
which  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  reason  of  the  growing  tendency  to 
retain  the  services  of  all  teachers  who  are  even  tolerably  successful. 
Terminal  migration  is  beginning  to  die  out,  and  as  a  general  rule  only 
the  poorer  teachers  are  found  changing  their  sections.  I  endeavor  in 
all  cases  to  induce  trustees  to  engage  teachers  for  the  year  instead  of 
for  the  term,  as  has  been  almast  universally  the  practice.  The  results 
are  in  every  way  satisfactory. 

You'will  be  pleased  to  notice  a  growing  interest  in  the  ornamenta- 
tion of  school -rooms,  and  a  laudable  desire  to  make  the  grounds  and 
school  surroundings  neat  and  well  kept.  On  my  last  visit  to  Mr.  W. 
D.  F.  Ward's  school,  at  Lomeville,  Amherst  Shore,  I  found  a  very  gra- 
tifying change  in  the  appearance  of  the  room  and  the  grounds.  His 
larger  boys  had  built  a  nice  carriage  way  from  the  road  to  the  school- 
house,  and  had  planted  a  row  of  trees  in  front  parallel  with  the  main 
road.  In  the  very  large  majority  of  the  Cumberland  and  some  of  the 
Economy  and  Londonderry  school-rooms,  the  visitor  now  finds  the 
windows  covered  with  plants  and  flowers,  while  in  some  of  the  more 
wealthy  and  refined  sections  pictures  cover  the  walls  and  very  agree- 
ably tone  down  the  useful  but  not  very  elegant  blackboard  and  maps. 
The  school-room  should  be  the  aesthetic  as  well  as  the  purely  Intel- 
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lectual  centre  of  the  section,  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  know  this 
fact  is  becoming  more  generally  recognized  in  my  district. 

Superior  Schools. — Among  the  most  advanced  and  efficiently  con- 
ducted schools  may  be  mentioned  the  Academy  and  Graded  Schools 
at  Amherst,  Parrsbcro',  and  Acadia  Iron  Mines ;  the  Schools  taught 
by  J.  T.  Wyllie,  Nappan ;  W.  D.  F.  Ward,  Lorneville :  W.  R.  Slade, 
Oxford ;  Martin  Scanlan,  Advocate ;  D.  MacAulay,  Pugwash ;  Miss 
Annie  Cahill,  Amherst  Point ;  James  Fulton,  Economy ;  S.  J.  Archi- 
bald, Lomevale,  and  Miss  M.  J.  Rutherford,  Bass  River. 

Sickness, — I  am  sorry  to  report  an  unusual  prevalence  of  diseases 
incident  to  childhood,  during  the  past  sum.mer.  In  not  a  few  sections 
school  work  was  entirely  suspended  for  some  time,  and  very  generally 
the  attendance  throughout  w^as  small,  owing  to  this  cause.  I  was  not 
in  any  case  able  to  discover  that  disease  had  its  origin  in  the  school, 
though  in  sections  where  diphtheria  prevailed,  the  schools  were  very 
properly  closed  at  once.  I  have  felt  it  part  of  my  duty  to  see  that  all 
the  schools  are  under  proper  hygienic  conditions.  The  alarming  pre- 
valence and  generally  fatal  tf pe  of  diphtheria  in  this  province  the 
last  three  years,  has  caused  a  wide-spread  interest  in  the  laws  that 
govern  health  and  disease;  and  they  are  becoming  more  generally 
understood  by  all  classes  of  people.  At  Acadia  Mines  the  rate-payers 
voted  8150  to  be  expended  in  the  building  of  offices.  The  plan 
and  specification  founded  on  sound  sanitary  principles,  were  sub- 
mitted to  me  by  Mr.  Hutchinson,  now  secretary  to  trustees,  and  the 
building  is  no  doubt  advanced  towards  completion  at  this  date.  In 
this  town,  previously  very  unhealthy,  Doctor  MacDonald,  by  careful 
sanitary  regulations,  has  succeeded  in  completely  .stamping  out 
zymotic  diseases. 

New  Graded  Schooh, — Parrsboro'  and  S.  II.  Mines  graded  schools 
will  each  have  four  departments  instead  of  three,  as  heretofore. 

Branches  taught. — All  the  branches  usual  to  common  schools  are 
fairly  and  faithfully  taught.  In  Penmanship,  Mr.  J.  Albert  Black, 
Editor  of  "Amherst  Gazette,"  very  kindly  offered  ornamentally 
printed  prize  certificates  for  the  three  best  written  copy  books,  and 
the  three  showing  greatest  progress.  A  large  number  of  schools  over 
the  entire  district  competed.  A  few  of  the  best  copy  books  will  be 
forwarded  for  your  inspection,  at  an  early  date. 

I  have,  as  heretofore,  insisted  on  the  thorough  teaching  of  the  great 
fundamentals  :  Reading,  Writing,  and  Arithmetic,  and  have,  accepted 
other  branches  as  supplementary  to  the  central  idea  that  thi^lPublic 
School  system  of  Nova  Scotia  makes  it  imperatively  necessaxj^  that 
every  boy  and  girl  shall  be  taught  to  read  intelligently,  write  a  fair 
business  hand,  and  be  thoroughly  grounded  in  arithmetic. 

Book-keeping,  as  an  eminently  important  pranch,  will  receive  in 
future  a  large  measure  of  attention. 

Geography  and  history  of  Canada  are  more  generally  studied.  In 
Cumberland  last  year  there  were  only  179  pupils  studying  Canadian 
History.  This  year  there  are  791.  The  same  proportionate  increase 
is. observable  in  District  10,  of  Colchester. 

The  very  interesting  and  practical  study  of  Agricultural  Cheniiatry 
is  fast  gaining  ground :  438  pupils  are  studying  it  this  year.  Walter 
Smith's  Drawing  Series  is  to  be  largely  taken  up  next  year. 
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Text  Books. — There  are  few  or  no  text  books  used  except  those  pre- 
scribed. The  sixth  Reader  is  not  now  used  to  any  extent.  Grammar 
is  taught  orally  by  many  teachers  who  do  not  care  to  use  the  present 
text,  and  will  gladly  welcome  ^ome  more  suitable  book. 

Course  of  Study. — The  "  Course  of  Study"  recommended  by  the 
Provincial  Association  at  Truro,  last  summer,  has  been  introduced  in 
District  No.  10,  and  though  I  had  many  fears  about  making  its  intro- 
ducti(;n  general,  and  the  work  of  doing  so  increased  my  labor  to  an 
extent  1  had  no  conception  of,  yet  the  cordial  way  it  has  been  wel- 
liomed  by  teachers,  and  the  splendid  results  already  attained,  as 
evidenced  by  observation  and  daily  letters,  combine  to  make  me  won- 
der some  such  system  liad  not  been  introduced  years  ago.  I  beg  to 
express  the  hope  that  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  will  sanction 
the  Proposed  Course  without  essential  change. 

Teat'hevH  Association. — In  April  we  had  onr  second  meeting  of  the 
Teachers'  Association,  at  Amherst.  *  Many  valuable  hints  were  thrown 
out  by  teachers  and  otheis.     Some'  important  papers  were  read,  and 
the  discussions  on  general  educational  subjects  w^ere  interesting  and 
prolitable.      A    largely   attended  public   meeting,   addressed    by  the 
Superintendent  of  Education,  was  held  in  Music  Hall.     A  paper  on 
Compulsory  Kducatioyiy  by  Miss  R.  Logan,  was  most  cordially  received. 
This  paper  touched  the  key  note  of  a  subject  which  is  now  occupying 
the  attention  of  thinking  people  all  over  my  district,  and  I  believe 
throughout  Nova  Scotia.     In  1880  there  were  in  Kings  County  1,006 
children,  from  5  to  15  years  of  age,  who  had  not  been  in  school  a  day 
-during  the  year.     Inverness   showed    1,017;    Cape  Breton  (county), 
1,125;  Yarmouth,    1,153;  and   so   on.     The   number   of  children  of 
school  age  in  the  entire  Province  who  had  not  attended  school  during 
the  year  was  14,308.     You  will  notice  by  my  statistical  report  for  th€ 
present  year  that  in  Cumberland  County  908  children  had  not  been 
at  school  at  all,  while  of  those  actually  registered  as  being  at  school 
less  than  one-half  attended  the  full  term.     The  foregoing  figures  point 
very  conclusively  to  the  fact  that  our  splendid  educational  system  is 
crippled  in  its  usefulness  by  the  apathy  or  carelessness  of  a  compara- 
tively large   proportion  of   our   population.     Over  one-third  of   the 
entire  revenue  of  Nova  Scotia  is  expended  on  public  schools,  and 
legislation  that  will  make  this  large  anwunt  of  money  conduce  to  the 
object  of  its  expenditure  is  becoming  every  year  more  urgently  neces- 
sary'.    Our  system  of  supporting  schools  by  money  is  now  practically 
compulsory ;  why  should  it  not  be  equally  compulsory  to  send  children 
to  school  for  at  least  a  portion  of  the  year  ?     1  am  satisfied  we  have 
now  reached  a  point  in  our  educational  histc>ry,  when  the  system 
would  be  popular.     In  my  travels  over  Cumberland  and  Colchester,  I 
have  y^t  to  hear  the  first  expression  of  a  contrary  opinion,  while  hun- 
dreds have  expressed  the  wish  that  a  compulsory  system  may  ere 
Jong  be  the  law  of  the  land. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

w.  D.  Mackenzie. 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  EdAioation, 
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APPENDIX   O, 


Report  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners, 


CHAIRMAN'S    REPORT. 

Office  of  the  Board  of  School  Commission ers  (^ 
FOR  THE  City  of  Halifax.  ) 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education  for  t/te  Province  of  Nowi  ScoHa  : 

Sir, — In  leaking  over  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  for  the  year 
ending  31st  October,  1881,  very  little  outside  of  the  ordinary  routine- 
of  school  work  is  sufficiently  noticeable  to  be  particularly  referred  to. 
The  Supervisors  carefully  prepared  statistical  tables  supply  the 
information  necessary  to  fill  in  the  items  for  the  City  Schools,  which 
you  annually  submit  to  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  the 
Provincial  Government. 

From  these  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  the  mjnjber  of  teacheny 
employed  by  the  Board  is  the  same  as  it  was  during  the  preceding* 

J  ear.  About  twelve  vacancies  have  occurred  in  the  staff  erf  over  one 
undred  teachera.  With  very  few  exceptions  these  vacancies  were 
due  to  the  voluntary  resignation  of  the  teachers  themselves.  Great 
care  was  invariably  taken  to  obtain  others  best  qualified  to  supply 
these  vacancies ;  and  in  making  changes  of  teachers,  at  these  times,  sV 
as  to  have  those  placed  in  the  several  departments  of  the  schools  who- 
were  believed  to  be  best  qualified  for  and  adapted  to  the  position. 
Very  many  changes  of  teachers,  witli  this  important  object  in  view, 
have  been  continuously  made  when  opportunity  oflered. 

Compared  with  the  preceeding  year  it  will  be  noticed  that  the 
numlKjr  of  pupils  registered  has  decreased  two  hundred  and  thirty-fi<ve, 
and  the  grand  total  days'  attendance  made  by  all  the  pupils  has  like- 
wise decreased  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  fourteen.  These 
shortcomings  are  very  much  to  be  regretted  and  difficult  to  be 
accounted  for,  because  the  yearly  examinations,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, were  considered  quite  satisfactory.  These  examinations  were* 
carefully  conducted,  and,  wherever  there  appeared  to  be  room  for  im- 
provement, the  examiners  carefully  pointed  it  out  so  as  to  have  better 
results  on  another  year's  work. 

The  periods  for  grading  the  schools  operate  in  several  ways  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  City  Schools.     One  efiect,  in  particular,  is  that  of 
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keeping  the  upper  classes  reduced  from  August  to  November ;  since 
many  of  tlie  advanced  pupils  leave  school  during  the  summer ;  and  the 
admissions  to  the  High  School  are  largely  made  at  the  same  time. 
The  small  attendance  referred  to  would  be  remedied  by  grading  at 
the  lirst  of  September  instead  of  the  first  of  November,  in  order  also 
to  more  equitably  divide  the  teaching  time  for  each  High  School  term 
the  first  of  February  appears  to  be  more  suitable  for  the  school  grad- 
ing. At  present  one  term  of  the  High  School  has  nearly  six  months 
of  steady  teaching  time  and  the  second  term  only  about  four.  But 
the  first  of  September  and  the  first  of  February  would  make  the 
teaching  time  of  each  term  nearly  the  same.  The  grading  of  the 
C'ommon  Schools  and  the  admission  to  the  High  School  at  the  same 
time  would  prevent  an  inconvenience  of  considerable  import.  This 
change  was  favourably  refered  to  by  Chairman  Thompson  in  January 
1879. 

The  resolution  of  the  Board  prohibiting  elementary  instruction  in 
Latin  in  the  senior  departments  of  the  Common  Schools  was  rescinded 
this  year.  It  was  considered  unfair  to  pupils  entering  the  High 
School  from  the  Common  Schools,  and  particularly  so  to  those  who 
intended  to  compete  for  free  scholarships.  This  will,  no  doubt,  be 
found  of  advantage  in  the  classical  department  of  the  High  School 
proper,  removing  the  necessity  of  beginning  elementary  instruction 
in  Latin  in  that  department. 

The  general  progress  of  the  High  School  has  been  favourable.  The 
attendance  has  increased  thirty-three  on  that  of  the  previous  year. 
This  increase  necessitated  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  special  teacher  to 
the  junior  department.  This  department  was  an  experiment  made  at 
the  sugi^estion  of  the  Head  Master,  and  will  be  in  itself  more  than 
self  sustaining,  besides  a  constant  source  of  supply  to  the  upper 
department,  that,  without  it,  would  not  in  many  instances  be  realised. 

The  Board  look  forward  to  having  the  High  School  made  suffici- 
ently open  to  the  county  at  large  to  entitle  it  to  draw  the  amount 
voted  for  a  county  academy.  A  very  small  change  in  its  working  and 
restrictions  would  remove  any  objections  that  exist  looking  to  so  verj- 
desirable  a  step,  financially  to  the  school  and  more  general  usefulness 
in  the  community. 

At  present  the  expenditure  over  its  sources  of  income  bears  heavily 
on  the  city.  The  allowance  for  a  county  academy  would  be  a  con-^ 
siderable  relief  to  the  city,  and  any  reasonable  concessions  to  that 
object  would,  no  doubt,  be  readily  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 

The  total  funds  disbursed  by  the  Board  during  the  year  amounts  to 
$75,042.51,  being  about  S2,260  less  than  the  expenditure  of  the  year 
previous.  The  City  has  very  satisfactorily  furnished  its  proportion 
for  the  year.  The  government  allowance  of  $0,23L11  has  been  of 
very  material  assistance.  The  amount  received  from  the  resources  of 
the  High  School  was  $2,176  of  which  $1,318.50  were  from  fees  of 
pupils. 

Through  the  persistent  efforts  of  the  late  Chairman,  J.  J.  Bremner 
Elsq.,  and  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  John  Pugh,  Esq/ 
M.  P.  P.,  as  well  as  the  valuable  assistance  of  Mr.  Adam  Fife  and  the 
Secretary,  Mr.  R.  J.  Wilson,  the  books  of  account,  &a,  are  in  a  high  ly 
satisfactory  condition.      These   accounts   will   be   submitted   in    the 
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annual  report  of  the  Board  and  will  contain  all  the  financial  informa- 
tion that  the  citizens  and  others  interested  can  reasonably  expect. 
This  department  of  the  school  work  requires  most  careful  and  con- 
stant attention,  and  has  been  diligently  performed  by^  Secretary 
Wilson  throughout  and  up  to  the  close  of  the  year. 

An  anomaly,  however,  exists  in  connection  with  the  accounts  of  the 
Board  which  should  be  remedied.  This  is  owing  to  the  year  s  Eisti- 
mates  commencing  at  the  first  of  May  while  the  financial  year 
commences  at  the  first  of  November.  It  would  be  better  to  have  the 
Estimate  to  correspond  with  the  financial  year,  or  the  financial  year 
made  to  agi'ee  with  the  time  for  which  the  Estimate  is  made.  A  fair 
comparison  could  then  be  had  and  a  serious  diflSculty  removed,  which, 
under  the  present  system,  continually  leads  to  a  degree  of  confusion. 

The  full  and  extended  remarks  and  suggestions  of  the  able  and 
energetic  Supervisor  will  supply  much  information  that  might  other- 
wise be  expected  here.  From  this  source  as  well  as  from  the  complete 
financial  statements  of  the  Secretary,  all  of  which  will  be  very  shortly 
published,  everything  of  importance,  financially  or  otherwise,  not  par- 
ticularly referred  to  will  be  easily  obtained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  TAYLOR, 

Chairman. 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  31st  October,  1881. 
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SUPERVISOR'S    REPORT 


For  the  Year  ended  31st  October,  1881. 


The  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the  City  of  Halifax: 

GentleDien, — The  following  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Public 
Schools  of  the  City  of  Halifax  for  the  year  ended  October  Slst,  1881, 
is  rospectfiiliy  submitted  : — 

Winter  Term. 


During  the  Winter  Term,  ended  April  30th,  1881,79  Fei 
Male  Teachers  ^-erc  employed,  making  a  total  of  96  Licens 


Female  and  17 

jnsed  Teachers 

engaged  in  the  Common  Schools  of  the  city. 

Of  th<»se, '^  held  the  Academic  License,  Grade  A ;  30  held  a  First 
Class  Ijicensc,  ( irade  B ;  57  held  a  Second  Class  License,  Grade  C  ;  and 
f)  held  a  Third  Class  License,  Grade  D. 

Hummer  Term. 

During  the  Bummer  Term,  ended  October  31st,  1881,  80  female  and 
10  Male  Teachers  were  employed,  making  a  total  of  90  Licensed 
Teachers,  as  in  the  former  term. 

Of  these,  2  held  the  Academic  License;  33  held  a  First  Class 
License  ;  .');")  held  a  S<*coud  Class  License,  and  6  still  held  a  Third 
Class  License. 

Winter  Temi.  Summer  Term. 

No.  of  Licensed  Teachers 90  96 

•*           "         Male  Teachers 17  16 

••           '^         Female  Teachers 79  80 

>•         Male  Teachers,  Grade  A   . . . .  2  2 

"           "         Female  Teachers, Grade  A.  .  . .        1  0 

Male  Teachers,  Grade  B 13  12 

"           "         Female  Teachers,  Grade  B ... .  17  21 

•*           '•          Male  Teachers,  Grade  C 1  1 

i*           •'         Female  Teachers,  Grade  C ... .  50  54 

"           "         Male  Teachers,  Grade  D 1  1 

"          "         Female  Teachers,  Grade  D . . .  .       5  5 
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In  addition  to  these,  one  gentleman  has  been  employed  in  the 
Alberinarlc  St.  and  Imlustrial  Schools,  holding  no  Provincial  License 

whateviT. 

Pl^Pllii     RHOISTEBKD. 

The  number  of  pupils  returned  as  registered  for  the  term  just 
ended  (Oct.  31),  exclu.sive  of  the  pupils  in  the  High  School,  i?*  5,074, 
and  the  average  daily  attendance  is  reported  as  3728.  This  will  give 
a  proportion  of  the  population  of  Halifax  City  at  school  of  about 
I  in  C.  and  an  average  of  about  53  registered  pupils  to  each  teacher. 

The  following  table,  continued  from  last  Ri^port,  exhibits  a  compar- 
ative statement  of  the  number  of  enrollpd  pupils,  and  of  the  average 
daily  aitendaneo,  during  th6  summer  term,  for  the  years  ended  Oct., 
1874,  1«75,  187C,  1877,"1S7H.  1879,  1880,  and  18S1  : 
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ATTENDANCK 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  pupils  registered,  and 
the  average  daily  attendance  reported  by  each  teacher  for  the  Term 
endud  Oct.  81,  1881:— 

Name  of  Teaeher.  Number  of  Pvpils  registered.  Ay,  daily  aitendanoe. 

Acadian  School. 

L.  Rousselle 87     20.57 

J.McIxiod 41 28.80 

\,-,  A.,  irayson •••*      •<«>-•••••        fjTf     •«••  •••••    •••••'••••  7\/*0ai 

Agricola  Street, 

Ida  Creighton 39  .^ .  28.90 

M.Cunningham 47  32.20 

E.  R.  Curren 55  41.02 

M.  Bell 44  31.55 

E.W.Elsdon 92  61.54 

Albro  Street. 

F.J.Bowles 54  42.30 

C.Graham 38  30.64 

O.  M.  Huirgins 38 33.00 

A.  M.  Mason 34  30.00 

S.W.  Shields 39  30.26 

M.  A.  Johns 44  30.21 

A.  Mitchell 47  35.40 

B.Mitchell 46  34.40 

E.J.  Willis 65  52.62 

L.  Bowdon 93  59.81 

Beech  Street. 

J.  F.  EUictt 60     46.00 

C.  Hostennan 40     28.56 

M.  H.  Grierson 52      37.00 

Brunswick  Street. 

C.J.Miller 53 30.00 

K.  Mcintosh 41      30.70 

A.  E.  Hamilton 36     25.64 

J.  R.  McArthur 45     3211 

A.Logan 44 32.38 

M.  E.  Hamilton 45        29.40 

C.  M.  Gossip 59      44.42 

A.  Putnam 52     35.64 

H.  McGregor 57     41.04 

J.  McCurd J 87     58.00 
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Name  of  Teaoher.  Number  of  Pupils  registesed.  Ar.  daily  attendaDM. 

Coburg  Road. 
Z.  K  Noble  .   ^.^. 52     •.»- 41.00 

Dutch  Village. 
Sister  Xavier. 03     .44.0a 

InduatriaL 
R.  G.  HaHs  •..: 37     .-.31.80 

Inglis, 
R.G.HalIs-.. 47     IT-OO- 

^                                   Lockman  Street, 
M.  McCurdy 39 20.00^ 

Maynard  Street. 

J.  A.  Smith 37     ..23.00* 

R.  Logan 65     .,.., 44.40' 

Morris  Street 

D.  H.  Burbidge 40 40.70^ 

R.  Eaton 44  3l.70> 

M.  Waddel 52  38.41 

C.  A.  James 62  48. 4^ 

L.  Silver 51  35.0a 

C.  Stewart 01  43.00^ 

F.Peters 42  27.41 

J.  Cunningham 47  33.75 

E.  Adams   52  38.71 

A.  Mutch   04     40.97 

NationaL 

F.  Andrews 40  30.90' 

M.  McLatchy 42  20.90- 

A.  McGregor 49  35.01 

A.  Alexander 73  50.52: 

Poors*  Asylum. 
L.B.Shaffer 48      3lJ0a 
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Name  of  Teacher.                       Number  of  Pupils  registered.  Av.  daily  attendance. 

Richmond. 

W.  T.  Kennedy 47      37.60 

E.  F.  Richardson 53     36.00 

A.  Davidson 60     40.00 

J.  Hamilton 102     57.00 

Jiussell  Street. 

J.  L.  Walsh 51      30.00 

M.  T.  T.  O'Donoghue 76     58.00 

Sister  Agatha  . . . , 38     31.00 

Sister  Cleophas 90 68.00 

Summer  Street. 

Madame  Hibbetts 34      27.90 

M.  S.  OToolc 50     39.00 

Sister  Hartigan 57      45.50 

S.  E.  Duggan 60     45.00 

St.  Marys. 

F.T.Burke 53     40.87 

J.  P  Scott 49     35.65 

J.  M.  Vereker 42      30.50 

E.  Torrey 40     35.15 

A.  Walsh 47      41.00 

Sister  Margaret 62      40.00 

Sister  Bernard 41        29.00 

Sister  Bcrchmans 42      37.00 

Sister  Martina ....  42      ....          34.00 

Sister  Cornelia 50     41.00 

Sister  Louis 53      49.00 

Sister  Ludovica 110      89.00 

St.  Patrick's. 

P.  O'Hearn 50     35.20 

J.  P.  Griffin    55      43.50 

J.  W.  A.  Doyle 49     42.00 

E.  Warner 46      38.50 

H.  Coleman 49      30.00 

M.  Sullivan 46     32  00 

E.  Carten   57     36.00 

E.  Guinane 49      42.00 

Sister  Michael 45     34.00 

Sister  Ambrose 40     35.00 

Sister  Pius 43     35.96 

Sister  Felix 43     36.00 
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Name  of  Teacher.  Number  of  Pupils  registered.  Av.  daily  attendance. 

M.  J.  Donovan 42  32.00 

F,  Affleck 45  33.00 

Sister  Maria 41  32.00 

Sister  Theresa 45  38.71 

Sister  Helena 101  90.00 

Tower  Road. 

C.  F.  Townsend 30     20.G0 

M.  Fleming 44     28.80 

S.  J.  Sullivan 53     36.27 

The  following  information  may  be  deduced  from  the  returns  for 
the  year: — 

The  City  of  Halifax  is  one  School  Section. 

For  the  Winter  Term  ended  April  30,  1881. 

No.  of  Schools  in  Session 96 

No.  of  Teachers 96 

No.  of  registered  Pupils 4788 

For  the  Summer  Term  ended  Oct.  31,  1881. 

No.  of  Schools  in  Session •         96 

No.  of  Teachers 96 

No.  of  registered  Pupils 6074 

No.  of  Pupils  registered,  not  on  register  of  previous  term .....        953 

Total  No.  of  different  Pupih  during  year 5751 

Proportion  of  population  at  School  during  the  year  about  1  in  6. 

WINTER  TERM. 

No.  of  Pupils  under  5  years  of  age 5 

No.  of  Pupils  between  5  and  15  years  of  age 4531 

No.  of  Pupils  over  15  years  of  age •  •  •  •  262 

No.  of  boys 2362 

No.  of  girls 243G 

Grand  total  days'  attendance  made  by  all  the  pupils 405G98 

No.  daily  present  at  School  on  an  average  for  time  in  session.  3599.02 

No.  daily  present  at  School  on  an  average  for  full  term 3550.82 

No.  daily  present  on  average  for  time  in  session  per  100  regis- 
tered   « 75. 

No.  daily  present  on  average  for  full  term  per  100  registered..      74. 

SUMMER  TERM. 

No.  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age 1 

No.  of  pupils  from  5  to  15  years  of  age 4866 

No.  of  pupils  over  15  years  of  age.  .......••..., 208 

No.  of  boys 2418 

No.  of  girls 2656 

Grand  total  days'  attendance  made  by  all  the  pupils 844465 
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No.  daily  present  at  School  on  an  avera^^e  for  time  in  session..  3728.54 

No.  daily  present  at  School  on  nn  average  for  full  term 3651.66 

No.  daily  present  on  average  for  time  in  session  per  100  regis- 
tered        73.48 

No.  daily  present  on  average  for  full  term  per  100  registered..      72.00 

Average  Salaries^for  the  Year  ended  October  31,  1881,  (not 

"  including  High  School.) 

Male  Teacherfi.  A  and  B. — Provincial  Grant,  S120.  From  the  City, 
$536.     T(>tal,  §656. 

Female  Teachers^  Grade  B. — Provincial  Grant,  $120.  From  the 
City,  $325.     Total,  $445. 

Ju'inaJe  Teachers,  Grade  C. — Provincial  Grant,  $90.  From  the  City 
$239.     Total,  $32fl. 

Female  Teachern,  Grade  D. — Provincial  Grant,  $60.  From  the  City, 
$206.     Total,  $266. 

(Comparing  the  attendance  of  the  Summer  Term  of  our  Common 
Schools  with  that  of  last  year,  it  will  be  seen  that  5,074  are  returned 
this  year  against  5,172  of  last;  showing  a  decrease  of  about  one 
bundled  in  the  numler  of  registered  pupils;  while  the  decrease  in 
av<'n  ge  daily  attendance  is  reported  as  154.  The  decrease  in  tlie  total 
number  of  difi'erevt  pupils  registered  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  the  number  given  last  year,  is  235. 

It  will  be  notice<i  also,  in  examining  the  attendance  column  of  this 
report,  that  the  average  daily  attendance  in  nearly  all  of  the  depart- 
ments is  much  smaller  than  it  oui^ht  to  be. 

This  may  be  accounted  for  perhaps,  to  a  great  extent,  by  the  large 
amount  of  truancy  existing  in  the  city,  especially  from  the  boys' 
departments  ;  and  the  present  condition  of  the  schools  in  respect  of 
this  evil  w^ll  piobably  continue  to  exist,  just  so  long  as  the  city  is 
deprived  of  a  law  making  attendance  at  school  compulsory. 

amended   regulation — STANDARD   OF  MERIT. 

The  followincr  is  the  amended  Reorulation  rerardinor  the  numbers  to 
be  used  by  the  Supervisor  in  his  notes  of  inspection : 

**/iesolv€dy  That  a  book,  tabulated  throughout,  he  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Su{)orvi.sor;  that  8  he  the  maximum  nuntl>er  to  be  awarded  for  the  highest 
excel Umkc  uipler  ea^h  head  ;  and  that  no  Teacher,  whose  general  average  for 
the  peiiod  for  services  during  which  an  increase  of  salary  is  claimed  shall  be 
less  than  5,  shall  be  ent  tied  to  the  annual  increase  provided  for  by  the  exist- 
ing K('gulations  of  the  Board  ;  and  resolved,  that  the  services  of  any  Teacher, 
whose  cla.ss  does  not  maintain  a  general  avei^age  of  not  less  than  3,  shall  be 
dLsj)eiised  with  by  the  Board." 

I  repeat  again,  this  year,  for  the  information  of  Teachers,  a  specimen 
page  of  the  notes  of  inspection  used,  filling  in  some  of  the  columns 
with  imaginary  figures  for  the  purpose  of  explanation. 


HALIFAX    CITY  SCHOOLS. 


,,..».„    : ; ; 

i 

8 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

1 
I 
1 

1 

111 

.11 
■  11 

■llBiA  JO  Dauaty 

;S^;|1 

•inoBaij  Biirtnu  ;  S     S          £ 

.:.:      1 

S-S:      f 

o1|" 

.III 

■jaw 

BsHJoaunlsaM 

:~   ■•      • 

-1 

■9,111113  s;  ■ 

.11,1,. 

aa|t|:mox  Jo  aptiK 

-:^^S 

-7S7i-° 

ll-s 

■«n»ri 

sl: 

H 

>l 

^qauaij 

-TT^ 

- 

— f- 

-H- 

S^l 

111 

■nonnSuBM 
-£i)aiooaf) 

: 

:   : 

i- 

J^, 

-..,^,',t:- 

-\^ 

~i 

l-'i 

si 

#1 

II- 

5-1-= 

nil  uivqBJi^ja" 

-^— .-.--   1 

S35" 

■itOofH«i 

■  :  :  ■     2 

(■roawnflui 

-pma  DOI  t»JO 

^!l 

^^ 

■"fisla^a--^   1 

■phaaM  j  S"  -■ 

^ 

llll 

■"™JSS,,„.B 

- 

J9 

'"-■-■      .E 

;M  ; 

^5 

Is- 

— T-""  

=^ll 

§ 

h 

■^ooa  ^.;..,.  1    _   ,   ^      g 

li^l 

■«pJ*0  l*it<iK  I   i  ;  :  : 

.It  81 

i 

„^jT«auaD     ;  ii; 

s-s* 

HH 

■injO  1   :  ^  :  ; 

III! 

i- 

•osii!JA»  is*;; 

11  ri 

■i^iO  1  ;  is-* 

li^ 

8„i 

■uo|i«laa« 

5i 

■^OOH      :   :   -   : 

■noon 
-i|6otl 

S*S* 

^r 

■Birrtr^  JO 

aqisa.w  JO 
HllEIAJoamu 

it 

=    i 

ilif 

ill! 
11! 

HALIFAX   CltV  i5c.^ttOOLS.  69 


PUBLIC     EXAMINATIONS. 

The  public  examination  of  the  senior  departments  of  the  City 
Schools  at  the  last  mid-summer  vacation  was  particularly  creditable 
and  successful.  Indiscriminate  and  fulsome  eulogy,  where  it  is  not 
deserved,  goes  for  nothing:  it  not  only  does  no  good,  but  it  is  posi- 
tively injurious  to  both  teacher  and  scholar — it  flatters  and  deceives 
the  one,  it  otiers  a  premium  for  idleness  to  the  other ;  while  it  irritates 
and  disgusts  a  discerning  public.  At  this  examination,  however,  the 
praise  bestowed  was,  in  my  judgment,  fully  deserved.  The  study  and 
practice  of  "  Correct  English "  now  occupy  a  much  more  advanced 
position  in  the  estimation  of  our  teachers,  and  in  the  daily  routine  of 
our  advanced  classes  than  they  did  in  former  years.  I  speak  of  this 
fact  with  much  satisfaction,  because  I  found  so  many  of  the  City 
Schools  a  few  years  ago  sadly  deficient  in  this  particular.  The 
Very  creditable  examination  of  the  class  in  Latin  (Ca'sar)  taught 
bv  Miss  Mackintosh,  of  the  Brunswick  Street  School,  an<l  the  commend- 
able  progress  made  by  the  1  rench  classes  in  the  departments  taught  by 
Madame  Hibbetts,  of  the  Summer  Street  School,  Sister  Bernard,  of 
St.  Mary's,  Sister  Michael,  of  St.  Patrick's,  and  Miss  Miller,  of  the 
Brunswick  Street  Schools,  are  well  worthy  of  special  meution. 

As  a  proof,  moreover,  that  our  advanced  classes  are  in  reality  what 
they  appear  to  be — that  the  teachers  are  not  only  competent  in  point 
of  scholarship,  but  that  they  are  faithful  and  assiduous  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  school  duties,  and  apt  to  teach, — need  only  to  mention 
the  fact  that  the  Richmond,  Agricola  Street,  St.  Patrick's,  Brunswick 
Street,  St.  Mary's,  Summer  Street,  and  Morris  Street  Schools  are  all 
more  or  less  successful  in  the  candidates  they  send  up  to  the  Provin- 
cial examination  for  licenses  to  teach. 

BRUNSWICK  STREET  SCHOOL. 

It  is  but  justice  to  the  Principal  of  the  Brunswick  Street  School  to 
inform  the  Board  that,  at  the  last  Provincial  examination,  fifteen 
young  ladies  of  her  department  secured  licenses  to  teach.  I  may 
state  also  that  during  the  ten  years  of  Miss  Miller's  management  of 
this  school  as  its  Principal,  her  pupils  have  been  more  or  less  success- 
ful at  ecevy  Provincial  examination,  even  including  that  of  1878, 
when,  of  the  whole  number  of  applicants  for  degree,  from  the  City 
and  County  of  Halifax,  numbering  I  think  seventy-five,  the  only 
successful  candidates  for  Grades  B  and  C  were  pupils  from  the  Bruns- 
wick Street  School. 

To  show  the  largo  amount  of  High  School  work  done  at  this  insti- 
tution, I  may  inform  the  Commissioners  that  ninety -four  young  ladies 
have  graduated  from  Miss  Miller  s  tuition  during  the  last  ten  years ; 
and  that,  of  the  eighty  female  teachers  now  employed  by  the  Board, 
about  thirty-five  have  been  prepared  in  this  school  for  their  degree 
examination* 

INT£tK?HANGE  OF  VISITS. 

During  the  year  occasional  visits  have  been  made,  under  my  direc- 
tion, by  teachers  of  certain  departments  to  teachers  doing  similar 
work  in  other  schools. 
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These  opportunities  for  comparing  notes  and  witnessing  what  others 
are  doing  in  similar  departments  have  been  productive  of  much  good. 
One  teacher  of  a  primary  department  was  free  to  admit  that  she  had 
learned  much,  and  had  been  greatly  benefited  by  witnessing  the 
method  of  instruction  pursued  by  Miss  Elsdon,  of  the  Agricola  Street, 
and  by  Sister  Ludovica,  of  St.  Mary's,  especially  admiring  the  perfect 
ordei  and  discipline  maintained  by  the  latter  teacher  in  her  depart- 
ment of  nearly  one  hundred  children. 

The  lady  I  refer  to  returned  to  her  work  determined  to  imitate 
what  she  had  seen,  and  to  bring  her  class  up  to  a  stat^.  of  discipline 
equal,  if  possible,  to  that  she  had  witnessed  in  the  departments  visited. 
I  must  add  here  that  at  my  last  visit  to  her  class  1  noticed  a  marked 
improvement  in  every  respect.  I  have  been  careful,  however,  not  to 
make  these  visits  too  fiequt-nt,  and  not  to  interfere  injudiciously  with 
existinji  refrulations  retjardini;  school  hours. 

VOCAL    Ml'SIC. 

During  the  past  year  Mr.  Norton,  the  teacher  of  vocal  music  in  our 
schools,  visited  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  improvement  in 
his  prol'ession.  In  visiting  the  schools  of  that  city  Fie  has  gained 
much  information  on  the  subject  of  his  department,  and  has  derived 
much  benefit  from  the  improved  methods  now  in  force  there. 

This  increased  information  and  the  improved  methods  adopted  in 
the  Boston  Schools  Mr.  Norton  is  anxious  to  utilize  for  our  benefit. 
Certain  suggestions  were  offered  by  him,  adopted  by  you,  and  ordered 
to  be  put  in  operation  here,  in  all  cla^^ses  except  certain  senior  depart- 
ments specially  exempted  by  the  Board.  Our  teachers  were  instructed 
to  second  Mr.  Norton's  efforts  by  giving  instruction  in  theory,  and  in 
practice,  if  possible,  at  least  once  per  week — the  additional  work  im- 
posed being  only  instruction  in  elementary  vocal  music — which  all 
are  quite  competent  to  give.  Mr.  Norton  lias  endeavored  faithfully 
to  carry  out  his  duties  as  assigned  by  the  Commissioners,  but  I  regret 
to  inform  the  Board  that  he  complains  to  me  of  an  indisposition  on 
the  part  of  some  of  our  teachers  to  assist  him  in  any  way,  and  to 
carry  out  the  instructions  issued  by  this  l)ody.  It  becomes  my  duty, 
therefore,  to  report  the  complaint  made,  in  order  that  such  steps  may 
l>e  taken  as  will  remedy  the  state  of  matters  now  complained  of. 

RENEWAL   OF    LICENSES. 

It  is  a  pleasing  duty  to  inform  the  Board  that  two  of  its  teachers 
have,  since  my  last  report,  voluntarily  offered  themselves  for  re- 
examination. Miss  M.  Cunningham,  of  the  Agricola  Street  School, 
has  renewed  the  Grade  (C)  taken  by  her  some  years  ago.  Miss  Affleck, 
of  St.  Patrick's  School,  has  not  only  renewed  her  former  license,  but 
has  done  still  better  by  securing  a  first-class  license  (Grade  B). 

In  recognition  of  Miss  Cunningham's  effort,  promotion  in  the  school 
was  advised,  recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Teachers,  and  carried 
into  effect  by  the  Board  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Miss  Affleck  was 
a  former  scholar  of  Sister  Michael,  the  efficient  Vice-Principal  of  St. 
Patrick's,  and  more  recently  a  pupil  of  Mount  St.  Vincent,  where  she 
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graduated  with  honors.  The  ease  with  which  this  young  lady  ob- 
tained Grade  B  can  therefore  be  readily  understood.  I  recommend 
that  at  the  earliest  opportunity  she  be  placed  in  a  position  more  suited 
to  her  superior  education  than  that  in  which  she  is  at  present  en- 


ffacjed. 


TRANSFERRING   TEACHERS. 


In  the  transfer  of  teachers  from  one  department  to  another,  when- 
ever it  becomes  necessary,  regard  should  be  had,  ceteris  jxiribua,  to 
superior  qualification  in  respect  of  scholarship  rather  than  to  any 
imaginary  or  supposed  claim  for  long  service.  In  this  connection  I 
have  much  pleasure  in  congratulating  the  Board  on  their  recent  ap- 
pointment to  the  Vice-Principalship  of  the  Morris  Street  SchooL 
The  young  lady  I  refer  to,  Miss  Peters,  is  a  Grade  B  of  1878,  a  young 
teacher  it  is  true,  but  already,  in  her  present  position,  a  very  energetic 
and  succe.s8ful  one. 

men    SCHOOL    matriculation    EXAMINAnONa 

An  examination  for  Honor  Scholarships,  and  for  admission  as  pay- 
ing pupils,  was  held  on  the  4th  and  5th  July,  1881,  und«)r  the  following 
Regulations : — 

For  Candidates  for  Honor  Scholarships,  and  for  payiug  pupils  who  do  not 
firopose  to  follow  the  Clttssical  Course  : 

1st.     History  of  Nova  Scotia  and  outlines  of  English  History. 

2nd.  To  write  in  a  fair  hand  and  correctly  spelled,  a  short  Essay  on  any 
nimple  j^nhject  selected  by  the  Examiners. 

3rd.  The  ordinary  rules  of  Arithmetic,  Vulgar  and  Decimal  Fractions, 
Proportion,  Extraction  of  the  Square  Root,  Intei*est,  Discount,  Profit  and 
Loss. 

4th      English  Grammar,  including  Pai-siug  and  Analysis 

5th.  A  fair  knowledge  of  the  Geography  of  the  Dominion,  and  outlines 
of  General  Geography. 

6th.     Algebra  to  the  end  of  Fractions. 

7th.     The  first  Book  of  Euclid. 

No  Candidate  shall  be  entitled  to  an  Honor  Sdiolarsbip  whose  general 
average  in  all  the  subjects  shall  be  less  than  65  per  cent. ;  or  who  shall  fall 
below  30  per  cent,  in  any  one  subject. 

No  candidate  shall  be  admitted  as  an  out  of  course  pnpil,  t.  «.,  one  not  fol- 
lowing the  Classical  Course,  whose  general  average  shall  be  less  than  40  per 
cent.,  or  who  shall  fall  below  25  per  cent. 

For  paying  pupils  intending  to  take  the  Regular  or  Classical  Course : 

1. — History  of  Nova  Scotia  and  outlines  of  English  History  to  the  Battle 
of  "  Bosworth  Field." 

2. — Writing  from  dictation — spelling  to  be  correct,  and  handwriting  fair. 

3. — A  fair  knowledge  of  Elementary  English  Grammar,  including  the 
parsing  of  easy  sentences. 

4. — The  ordinary  rules  of  Arithmetic^  Vulgar  and  Decimal  Fractions^ 
Simple  Proportion  and  Interest. 
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5. — Outlines  of  General  Geography,  with  a  more  particular  knowledge  of 
that  of  Nova  Scotia. 

6. — Thf;  first  25  propositions  of  the  Fii-st  Book  of  Euclid. 

No  candidate  shall  bo  admitted  whose  general  average  shall  be  less  than  -40 
per  cent.,  or  who  shall  fall  below  25  per  cent,  in  any  one  subject. 

HONOR  SCHOLARS. 

The  following  yoimg  gentlemen  obtained  scholarships,  having  gaine<l 
the  general  average  of  (55  per  cent. : — 


Name.  Age. 

Rupert  Merlin 16 

Robert  Grierson 13 

Foster  Hire     • 13 

Nelson  Smith 11 

Howard  vSmith 13 

Edward  Dunbrack     • *  14 

Stanley  Boak     ...  12 

James  McCurdy 12 

William  Verge   • * 14 

Richard  Theakston     14 

Theodore  Everett 15 

Oharles  Rosborough » % 14 

Aldworth  Rhind     12 

David  Stevens    •  14 

Isaac  Saunders 13 

Leander  Wallace .^ 13 

Alphonso  D.  Langille  .«...« 19 
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James  Ross   .......................      13     Morris  Street. 

Henry  H.  Munro 12 

Master  Richard  McMillan,  of  the  Albro  Street  School,  aged  16,  nomi» 
nated  by  the  Kirk  Session  of  St.  Matthew's  Church,  also  attained 
high  honor  marks  at  this  examination,  and  was  admitted  as  a 
"  Dechman  "  scholar  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  school. 

I'AYING   PUPILSv 

The  following  obtained  the  requisite  number  of  matks  fol*  admis* 
sion  as  paying  pupils  : — 

Name.  Age. 

Edward  W.  Slater » . . . 


School. 


William  S.  Morrow 11 

Charles  Helms 12 

William  D.  Finn 13 

George  R.  McMurray 13 

William  G.  Robertson 13 

R.  William  Crowe.. 11 
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Name.  Age.  School. 

Samuel  Wilson   13  Morris  Street. 

Hairy  E.  Fniser 14  " 

Allan  Smithers 13 

Walter  Roonie •  •  •  • .  14  Albro  Street. 

Arthur  V.  Hamilton 14  National. 

A.  Stanley  McKenzie 15  New  Glasgow  H.  School. 

Henry  S.  Wallace 14  Dartmouth  Pub.  School. 

Supplementary  examinations  for  the  admission  of  paying  pupils 
were  held  August  31st  and  November  2nd,  when  the  following  candi- 
didates  ptusse,! : — 

Name.  Age.  School. 

Frank  A.  Symons 12  Morris  Street. 

William  Piers 14 

Arch.  S.  Ralph 15  Private  tuition. 

Joseph  Archibald     , 14  Truro  High  School. 

An  examination  for  Honor  Scholarships  and  for  admission  to  the 
Regular  Course  (paying  pupils)  was  held  on  the  28th  and  29th  De- 
cember, liSSl,  when  the  following  candidates  gained  the  required 
standard : — 

HONOR   SCHOLARS. 
Name.  Age.  School. 

Willard  Fulton 14     Albro  Street. 

Charles  E.  Johnson 14 

Thomas  G.  A.  Wilson 16 

Robert  N.  Doyle 14 

PAYING    PUPILS. 

Hugh  Blackadar 14     Albro  Street. 

Walter  D.  Irwin 14 

Eldridge  T.  Haramett 13     Prim.  Dep.  High  School. 

The  following  additional  regulation  affecting  candidates  for  admis- 
sion was  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  9th  Sept.,  1881, 
and  is  now  in  torce  . — 

Renolved,  That  in  future  examinations  for  admission  to  the  High  Sk;hool, 
a  per  centage  not  exceeding  3  be  added  to  the  general  average  for  excellence 
in  writing. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board 
to  the  present  encouraging  and  prosperous  condition  of  the  High 
School.  In  my  report  of  last  year  I  considered  it  a  matter  for  con- 
gratulation that  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance,  including  those 
in  the  preparatory  department,  had  risen  to  105.  To-day  I  am  happy 
to  report  122  pupils  in  attendance,  that  is  to  say,  88  in  the  High 
School  proper,  and  34  in  the  preparatory  department. 
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Of  the  88  in  the  High  School  proper,  52  hold  honor  scholarships, 
34  are  paying  pupils  at  the  rate  of  $20  each  per  annum,  and  2  are 
Dechraan  scholars,  i.  e.,  scholars  nominated  by  the  Kirk  Session  of* 
St.  Matthew's  Church,  by  virtue  of  the  Dechman  legacy. 

Of  the  34  now  in  the  preparatory  department  of  the  High  School 
33  are  paying  pupils  and  one,  I  underjitand,  is  a  "  Dechman  "  wholar. 

This  preparatory  school  is  therefore  more  than  self-sustaining,  as  it 
not  only  pays  the  salary  of  the  teacher  employed,  but  it  contributes, 
somewhat  from  its  own  revenue  to  the  general  revenue  of  the  High 
School.  It  is  increasing;  also  in  numbers,  and  it  will  no  doubt  con- 
tinue to  increase,  just  so  long  as  a  fully  competent  teacher  is  employed. 
To  show  the  importance  of  maintaining  this  department  in  a 
thoroughly  eflScient  condition,  I  have  only  to  mention  the  fact,  that 
those  who  enter  the  High  School  proper  from  this  department  are  all 
paying  pupils,  and  that  but  very  few  paying  pupils  come  from,  the- 
so  called  Common  Scl:ools  of  the  city. 

In  proof  of  this  statement : 

In  the  month  of  July  last,  the  Albro  Street  SchooF  sent  into  the 
High  School  14  honor  scholars,  and  at  the  examination  just  held,  4 
riaore,  making  18  during  the  year;  but  it  sends  no  paying  pupils. 
The  National  School  has  sent  up  during  the  year  three  honor  scholars, 
but  it  provides  no  paying  pupils.  The  Morris  Street  School,  during 
the  same  period,  has  sent  in  two  honor  scholars ;  but  of  the  four  who 
passed  as  paying  pupils,  there  is  only  one  in  attendance.  • 

You  have  therefore  received  during  the  year  from  the  Common 
Schools  of  the  city  just  one  paying  pupil. 

St.  Mary's  and  St.  Patrick's  have  not,  as  yet,  shared  in  the  advan- 
tages of  the  High  School  or  of  its  honors ;  should  they  do  so  in  the- 
future,  their  pupils  would  probably  be  those  taking  honor  scholarships^ 
and  therefore  no  income  can  reasonably  lye  expected  from  this  quarter. 
It  is  evident,  then,  that  the  preparatory  department  of  the  High 
School  must  be  looked  to  as  the  main  and  only  source  from  which  to 
obtain  paying  pupilj^,  and  a  revenue  in  the  High  School  itself ;  hence 
the  necessity  of  having  this  department  efficiently  conducted,  so  that 
pupils  may  be  attracted  to  it. 

To  prevent  any  possible  misunderstanding  by  the  remarks  just 
made,  I  mr y  state  that,  so  far,  I  am  favorably  impressed  with  the 
managenient  of  the  class  in  the  hands  of  its  present  teacher ;  and  if 
his  ability  to  control  and  imj>art  shall  equal  his  well  proved  scholar- 
ship, there  need  be  no  apprehension  as  to  the  continued  success  of 
this  class. 

The  annual  examination  of  the  classes  of  the  High  School  in  July 
was,  as  usual,  quite  satisfactory.  The  attendance  of  visitors,  and  of 
those  specially  invited  to  attend  as  educationists,  was,  I  regret  to  say,. 
small ;  the  school,  however,  is  doing  good  work,  and  it  justly  merits, 
the  confidence  of  the  public. 

Of  the  teachers  themselves  I  think  it  will  be  readily  granted  that 
each,  in  his  own  departnunt  of  educational  work,  is  prvivs  inter 
pares.  Those  still  teaching,  who  began  with  the  school,  have  long- 
enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  Board.  Of  the  very  efficient 
teacher  of  Mathematics  and  Physical  Science,  more  recently  appointed,, 
it  may  be  said  that  he  came  at  a  time  in  his  teaching  experience,  (to. 


HAUFAX   CITY   SCHOOLS.  6f) 


use  the  words  of  a  classic  author,)  "ut  non  jam  solum  de  eo  bene 
sperare,  sed  etiam  confidere  cives  possent  sui,  talem  futurum,  qualem 
cognitum  judicarunt";  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  adding  that  Mr. 
McKay  fully  justifies  those  expectations. 

Before  closing  my  remarks  on  the  High  School,  1  think  it  my  duty 
to  call  the  especial  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  great  desirability  of 
increasing,  if  possible,  the  time  devoted  to  instruction  in  the  Modern 
Languages.  Ihe  excellent  {.gentleman  in  charge  of  this  study  must 
feel,  I  know  he  does  feel,  tliat  the  time  given  by  the  Board  to  his 
department  is  not  at  all  sufficient  fcr  the  work  to  be  done.  This 
teacher  is  employed  only  three  hours  per  day,  while  each  of  the  others 
is  occupied  five  hours  <laily.  Three  hours  per  day  mean  900  minutes 
per  school  week  for  French  and  German.  The  Professor  has  eighty- 
tnght  scholars  in  French  alone,  to  say  nothing  of  the  number  studying 
German.  900  divided  by  88  would  give  about  10  minutes  per  week 
of  individual  attention  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  to  each  scholar ; 
now  even  this  small  amount  of  time  is  necessarily  further  reduced,  if 
we  take  into  account  loss  of  time  occasioned  by  interruptions  in 
changing  classes  from  one  room  to  another — an  absurdly  short  allow- 
ance of  time  when  the  study  of  a  living  language  is  concerned. 

ihe  pronunciation  of  the  French  language  cannot  be  taught  by 
diagrams  or  by  black-board  demonstration  to  large  classes.  This 
division  alone  of  the  study  requires  much  individual  eflfort  on  the 
part  of  the  scholar,  and  much  individual  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher.  So  long  as  a  High  School  for  the  city  is  maintained  by  the 
Board,  just  so  long  must  the  study  of  the  modem  languages,  and 
especially  French,  form  a  part  of  the  curriculum — it  wculd  not  be  a 
High  School  without  this  department;  and  a  knowledge  of  the 
French  language,  to  English  speaking  Canadian^,  with  a  population 
of  about  one  million  of  French-speaking  people  in  the  Dominion, 
is  too  important  a  matter  to  be  considered  as  a  fifth  wheel  to  a  coach. 
I  strongly  and  respectfully  urge  the  serious  attention  of  the  Board 
to  this  subject. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  CURREN, 

Office  of  the  Board,  )  Supervisor. 

High  School  Building, 
December, 
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